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PREFACE. 



• -^ Thx foBowiiig Blbgraphy has been prepared at 

^ the BOggestion of the friends of the deoeased, and 

^^ with an earnest desire to do good by its publicalion. 

^k If it shall meet yfith. a fayonrable receptioni and the 

publisher shdl find the sale of it profitable, then the 

^ iniam jmd children of the deceased mH be allowed a 

^ snitable remuneration fbr the copTright. Since the 

sum which the widow will refeiye for the copyright 

depends upon the sale of the book^ we hope that a 

gmerons public will give it a cordial reception. 

The author has no interest whatever in the pro- 
ceeds of the sale ; these are, in part at least, to 
accrue to Mr. Ghilds's family, for whose benefit, so 
far as a pecuniary consideration is concerned, it has 
been prepared. But the main object has been to do 
goody by laying before the public the life* of one of 
the holiest men that has ever liyed. 

In the preparation of this work, the author has, 
in some instances, been at a loss for material to 

supply certain connecting links in the chain of 
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eventB making up the life of the subject of this 
Memoir ; but be has done the best he oould with the 
materials in hand, and has chosen ratjier to present 
certain portions of his life in a disjointed manner, 
than to supply the connection from the imagination, 
or from unsatisfactory sources of information. 

The author takes this occasion to acknowledge his 
indebtedness to Mrs. E. B. Early^ of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, wife of the ReVI John Early, D. D., for h«r 
kindness in collecting ' material for the biography, 
and in arranging Mr. Childs's correspondeiice for 
publication. 

The book has been prepared under the pressure 
of bodily afflictions, and amid frequent interruptions 
from various causes ; but, as the great object of the 
author has been to do good, and not to gain celebrity 
in authorship, it is now submitted to the public with- 
out any other concern than that which arises from 
the desire that it may prove successful in the mission 
on which it is sent. 

Thb Author. 

NoBVOLK, Yir j^nia, AprU 1, 1852. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTBODUCTOBT. 

AATmntigM of biogmphy — SspedAlly religiona biogrmphj — An aooovBt 
<ti the genenl habits of Mr. Childa — ^A deteriptioii of Us person and 
manneia— Sxtiaot of a letter from Sirs. Cbilds. 

BioORAPHT is attracting a very large share of atten* 
Hon in the present day. Some of the best writers of Uia 
age haye devoted their pens to this department of literal- 
tore. The illustrioos dead of past generatiQ|:is have been 
gammoned again to the stage of life, to teach the living 
by their example, to instract by their wisdom, and to 
warn by their errors. This is well. It is meet that the 
principles, the sayings, and the recorded sentiments of 
the departed should oe rescued from the wave of time 
that beurs them to oUivion, and preserved in such a form 
as shall render them sources of useful instruction to fu- 
ture generations. It admits of a doubt whether any de- 
partment of literature is exerting so great an amount of 
influence upon the formation of character, as biography. 
The young are fond of the lives of those who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in the cabinet, the field, the forum, 

the studio, and the pulpit There is no class of books 

2 u 
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eyentB making up the life of the subject of this 
Memoir ; but he has done the best he could with the 
materials in hand, and has chosen ra^er to present 
certain portions of his life in a disjointed manner, 
than to supply the connection from the imagination, 
or from unsatisfactory sources of information. 

The author takes this occasion to acknowledge his 
indebtedness to Mrs. E. B. Early, of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, wife of the RevC John Early, D. D., for her 
kindness in collecting ' material for the biography, 
and in arranging Mr. Childs's correspondefice for 
publication. 

The book has been prepared under the pressure 
of bodily afflictions, and amid frequent interruptions 
from various causes ; but, as the great object of the 
author has been to do good, and not to gain celebrity 
in authorship, it is now submitted to the public with- 
out any other concern than that which arises from 
the desire that it may prove successful in the mission 
on which it is sent. 

The Author. 

KoBFOLK, Virginia, April \, 1852. 
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Bervioes, searoely ever failing to give an iiiTitation to 
seekers of religion to designate themselves as sncli ; and if 
any were present, he always spent some time with them in 
singing and prayer, and often rejoiced over their conver- 
sion before he left. At the dose of the services he would 
fgo home with the person who seemed to need him most; 
and when dinner was over, he usually proposed to unite 
with the family in prayer around the table ; and there he 
poured oUt his soul in thaftks^vings for the merdes re- 
ceived, and in earnest supplications for the favour of G-od 
to the family; and very often, on such occasions, he would 
pray for each member of the family by name, asking for 
them such blessings as their various ages, circumstances, 
and relations in life seemed to indicate they needed most. 
He would then retire to his room and spend from fifteen 
minutes to half an hour in private prayer, accompanied 
with the reading of a few passages of the Scriptures. And 
then again, about the time of the evening twilight, in the 
holy calm and hush of that serene and silent hour, he 
always spent some time in secret calling upon Gtod. This 
seemed to be the period in which he most enjoyed his de- 
votions. Sometimes his full soul would overrun with holy 
joy, which he could not suppress ; and heaven itself, at 
such times, " seemed let down with a stranee, bewildering 
splendour*' around him, in these sweet and hallowed mo- 
ments of communion with God. Directly after supper and 
family worship, he usually retired to his room, where he 
spent his time till nine o'dock^-which was his hour for 
sleep— upon his knees, in prayer and reading the Scrip- 
tures. This was his uniform course of life. When he 
spent Bfmhole day in the same family, he generally, in ad- 
dition to the morning and evening &mily worship, called 
together the members of ihe fkmiJy about the house, and 
conducted prayer about the middle of the day. It is &irly 
to be presumed that he spent at least from three to four 
hours of each day upon his knees in private devotion, in 
addition to the public prayers which he held in the church 
and in families. He fasted every Tuesday and Friday of 
each week ; and very often abstained from animal food for 
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86T6nd months together. He nrely ever indvlffed in des- 
sert; always wore cheap and plain olothing, and was scm- 
pnlonsly carefiil that his family should not indulge in the 
fiishions or amusements of the world. He was oraoified to 
the world. He was dead to the world. Nothing that he 
oonoeiTed to he wrong was e^er suffered to pass in his 
presence without a suitable reproof. This he always took 
care to administer in the mildest and kindest manner; but 
still with such a spirit as &stened it upon the conscience. 
Oayety of apparel, and especially decorations of the person, 
he never spared. Hq talked many a ring from the fingers 
of worldly-minded professors of religioni and stripped many 
a bonnet of its artificial flowers. He has even been known 
to refuse to distribute the elements to communicants at 
the I/>rd's table until they would remove the rings from 
their fingers. And yet the subjects of his reproofis were 
but seldom, if ever, offended witii him. His own life was 
so consistent, while his manner of reproof was so aflfection- 
ate, and so frdl of the words which the Holy Ohost teach- 
eth, that no one could easily resist his appeals under reproof. 
He often madt persons fidl out wiUi tkeaudvei — ^rarely 
ever with him. 

In person, Mr. Childs was a good-looking man. He was 
full six feet in height, lane fhume, and well proportioned ; 
rather light complexion ; black eyes, and dark hair. His 
abstemious habits and delicate health gave him, for the 
most part, a pale and rather cadaverous face. There was, 
indeed, a singular and remarkable^ expression of counte- 
nance. It was that expression with wluch pure thoughts, 
deep spiritual meditation, and holy communion with Qod 
invest " the human hce divine.'' It was something rather 
unearthly. Every one was struck with the sanctity and 
heavenly-mindedness of that hoe. He stood erect; and 
in the pulpit he was always solemn— -deeply solemn. His 
appearance in that sacred place never fiuled to impress a 
congregation. His voice was slender, and yet strong. 
In pathetic appeal the tones were peculiarly touching. 
His gait was serious, and yet not slow or slumsh. What- 
ever he did, he performed with his might. & was always 
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employed; never triilin|ffly emplojed. He observed me- 
thod in every thing. He possesfled pleasant soeial qnall- 
ties ; but Boaroely ever spent more than an hour at a time 
in company, ae indulged sparingly in aneedote; and^ 
although he frequently smiled, he rarely ever laughed. 
His apparel was always very plain, but exceedingly neat. 
With him, '^ cleanliness was next to godliness." He was 
even in his tamper, and was never excited on any subject 
except the subject of religion. 

We hm^ thus introduced to the reader in advance, and 
of design, a general view of the life and character of the 
man whose biography we are about more fully and in de- 
tail to submit to the public. Some may have taken up the 
impression, from what we have stated, that he was slightly 
tinged with asoetioism; others that he was ^'righteous 
over much ;" while others may be ready to regard him as 
an enthusiast. Let us calmly examine his life m the light 
of his own motives and intentions, and suspend judgment 
in the premises until we shall have seen the close. One 
who knew him best^ the pious and devoted partner of six- 
teen years of his life, thus speaks of hiia — ^* I can say, 
after sixteen years' acquaintance with him, he came nearer 
being & perfect mem than any one I ever saw. Since his 
departure, I have reviewed his Jife in every relation, and 
compared it with the requirements of G-od's word, and, so 
£ur as I can see, it comes up to those requirements in every 
rexpeetP In another letter ^e writes as follows : — '^Af- 
ter our marriage, h» frequently told me that if he ever 
seemed to negl^t me, not to attribute it to any want of 
affection; for,'' says shC; '^when engaged in his work, 
every thing else was lost to his mind; so great was his 
desire to be found of God as a fiuthful workman. I have 
often been with him at his meetings," she continues, ^' when 
his arrangements would be made to leave as soon as the 
services were over, for the neighbourhood of his next ap- 
pointment. But he would seem to forget all, and labour 
on until four or five o'clock in the afternoon, without re- 
spite or refreshment. He seemed to forget that he was 
mortal. I have sometimes ventured to tell him he ofught 
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to take some rest His reply inTSiiably was, *M4 ttttlreU 
in the grave.' Boring the last two yean of his life^ I haye 
often thought he seemed to be iarmg to see how mueh he 
ooold crowd into each hoar. He preached more, fitted 
morCi and yisited more. As to reading and prayer, when 
at home, there was no room for amendment; ior hit life 
toas prayer. He was neyer moyed in spirit by any of me 
incidents connected with domestic affiurs. If at any time 
any thing disagreeable occorredi he instantly resorted to 
prayer. There was eyer that same meek and quiet spirit 
at home as abroad. A kinder husband or father neyer 
lived.'' Such is the testimony of one who was intimately 
aoqnainted with his private walks, and who knew more 
of nis habitaal spirit and temper than any other person 
living. 

From the foregoing glances at lus life, the reader wiU 
be prepared for the fiuwer and mora minute details of his 
history, developing more fully his extraordinary devoticm 
to the cause of Christ; his unceasing and superabundant 
labours; his undl»ting leal for the sdvation of souls; his 
rigid scif-deniai; his deadness to the world; his singular 
confidence in the providenoe of God, and his uniform oon« 
sistency till the end of his days. The Lord, of his mercy, 
granttiiat the perusal of the fidlowing pages may be made 
a Uessing to the reader. 
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OHAPTEB U. 

HIS SABLT BOYHOOD. 

His birth— >Pftrentage — ^Early edaeation — Habits and temper — Qom to 
G^eorgetown to live — ^Letter from Ber. William MoEennej, giying 
an aooonnt of him while an inmate of hia fiunilj— Hie return home. 

John Weslet Ghtlds was born in Oalyert oonntyy 
Manrland^ in the year of oar Lord 1800. He was the 
third son of the Bey. John; and Margsret Ohilds; both of 
whom were deeply pious and aotiye members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. His &ther was a trayeUing 
minister in connection with the Baltimore Conference at 
the time of his marriage ; but within a year or two there- 
after he located; and turned his attention to farming; which 
he pursued un^ 1816; when he was readmitted uto the 
conference and continued to trayel until his death; which 
occurred in 1829. He was a man of sterling piety; and 
of useful gifts as a minbter of our holy religion. Mrs. 
Childs's maiden name was Adams. She was of an old and 
influential Methodist family of Fair&x county; Virginia* 
Her father, the Bey. Wesley AdamS; was one of the first 
Methodists in that part of the countiy; and waS; for many 
yearS; a local minister of high respectability and extensiye 
usefulness. Two or three of hb sons sustained the same 
relation to the church ; one of whom; though fax adyanced 
in yearS; is still labouring as a minister in one of the 
Southern States. Mrs. Chuds was a woman of fine sensC; 
and was remarkable for her self-sacrificing spirit and deep 
deyotion to the cause of God. As a mother, she under- 
stood her duty and responsibility; and most constantly 
and untiringly did she labour to discharge the whole mea- 
sure of obligation deyolying upon her m this relation of 
life. Neyer was a child blessed with better parents than 
was the subject of this biographical sketch. 
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In the year 1802, while John Wesley was but an infant, 
his father moved to Fairfax county, in the State of Vir- 
ginia^ where he continued to carry on his farming opera- ' * 
tions, still exercising his ministerial function as circum- 
stances seemed to demand. His children were brought 
up •n the farm^ in habits of industry and economy. But 
amid the temporal cares which hecessarilj occupied the 
patent's mind, the spiritual welfare of bis children was 
never forgotten. He did not permit himself to be so en- 
grossed with the questions ** What shall we eat, and what 
shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed ?*' as 
to disregard the higher claims which his family had upon 
him for spiritual provision. Morning and evening the 
whole household were summoned around the family altar, 
and a portion of time was consecrated to religious services. 
The reading of the Holy Scriptures, singing the praise of 
. God, and prayer, formed the devotional exercises in family 
worship. In the absence of the father, the mother or some 
other member of the family conducted the services. What- 
ever else was neglected, domestic ^rship was not; nor 
was it passed over hastily and carelessly, but with becom- 
ing solemnity as in the presence of God, and with direct 
reference to his glory and the salvation of the family. 

In the year 1810, Mrs. Ohilds died, and left the entire 
parental oversight of the children to the father. Most of 
the children, however, were at that time grown up to ma- 
turity; so that the bm^en was comparatively light. And 
BO well instructed were the daughters in household duties, 
that they were prepared at once to take the management 
of the younger children and of domestic affairs in their 
own hands. 

At an early age, John Wesley commenced his element- 
ary education under the tuition of his uncle, the Rev. 
Wesley Adams, at that time a local minister in the Me- 
* thodist Episcopal Church. Under the instruction of this 
holy and amiable man, the moral feelings of the lad were 
properly developed as well as his intellect. The exercises 
of the 'School were opened and closed with prayer. The 

Bible was the piincipal text-book. God was acknowledged 

a 
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in all things. And^ as might nataraUj be expected, the 
influence of this teacher was great with his pupilsi. Es]5e- 
. cially was it so with the meek and gentle little Wtslej. 
He saw every thing in his pious uncle to admire and imi- 
tate. His mind was susceptible of impressions from such 
an example ; and till the day of his death he had occi^ion 
to thank God for so judicious, godly, and exemplary a 
guide and instructor of his youth. We entertain no dojibt 
that the extraordinary cast of his life took complexion from 
those more ' than ordinarily pious persons with whom he 
was surrounded in his boyhood ; and perhaps no one did 
more, by the quiet but irresistible force of example, t^ gite 
proper direction to the current of tl^ought and feeling if mch 
ran through his whole history, than did the man who had 
charge of his early training in letters. 

At the early age of twelve or thirteen years, his father 
sent him to live with the Rev. William McKenney, at that" 
time an extensive merchant in Georgetown; in the District 
of Columbia. 

Up to this period iof his life, the only thing worthy of 
note is the habitual seriousness and gravity that charac- 
terized his deportment. He indulged but sparingly, if at 
all, in the ordinary amusements and sports of boys of his 
age. He seemed to prefer the society of persons beyond 
his years, and always manifested a singular interest in re- 
ligious subjects. He has often been heard to say that he 
never disobeyed his parents in any thing, great or small, 
and that he never knowingly uttered a falsehood. Strange 
to say, he was exceedingly fond of his Bible at this tender 
age, a copy of Jfhich he always kept at hand. His bro- 
thers, who were of a less sedate turn of mind than himself, 
jeeringly called him a preacher, while he was but a boy ; 
but tSs neither irritated him nor caused him to change 
his course of conduct. He prayed as regularly as any 
Christian, and was as attentive to the preaching of the 
word and other religious duties as if he had been a mem-> 
ber of the church. 

The Rev# William McKenney is still alive, and is at 
present a chaplain in the United States Navy. la answer 



aiy. JOHN WSSLBT CHILD8. 27 



to a letter addressed to him, asking for a written statement 
of his reooileotions of the spirit, temper, habits, &c. &o. of 
John Wesley, while he lived in his family, we havd th^ 
following, which cannot fedl to interest the reader : — 

Norfolk, Vligiaia. 

Bear BROTttHR : — ^Your letter reqnesting me to furnish 
you with such incidents in the life of the late John Wesley 
Childs as I might- be able to remember, while he was an 
inmate of my fetmily in his boyhood, has been reoeived. 
Bat so many years have elapsed since he was temporarily 
under my care, and so mkaj changes, storms, and tern- ' 
pests, on the land and on the deep blue sea, have over- 
taken me since that time, that I am almost sore my remi- 
niscences of him will be imperfect and very few. However, 
such as I can re-ooUect, by brushing up my memory, are 
at your service. 

• Brother Childs came from a good stock — a family well 
known and highly appreciated for their deep-toned^ experi- 
mental, and practical piety. The father ^as a fiuUiful 
minister of the sospel in oonnection with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church; and^ although his talents were not 
adorned with the tinsel of modem rhetorical flourish, they 
were ezactiy of that order which suited the people and the 
times, and enabled him to portray, in the simplicity of 
gospel sincerity, the leading cardinal doctrines of our holy 
religion — ^repelitance towards Gk)d, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ; the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost, 
and a life of practical piety. The mother, so far as I can 
recollect, was all that such a husband could ask — deeply 
pious, unassuming, fsuithful in all her duties — strong in 
her attachments, and truly devoted to the best interests of 
her husband and children. Indeed, father and mother, 
husband and wife, seem to have caught and retained the 
spirit of their near neighbour and still nearer relation, the 
Kev. W. Waters — a man, a Christian, and a minister of 
unsurpassed excellence. This holy man was among the 
first native American Methodists ; and was, no doubt, of 
incalculable -pervice to the truly apostolic Bishop Asbury 
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in his sublime efforts to train up a peoyle and a clinrcb in 
these, then called, western wilds, upon the platform and 
model of the primitive apostolic churches. How "well he 
succeeded we all know ; and, although it may seem a little 
out of the way, I will state, for the sake of its truth, so far 
as it goes, that a leading, prominent, and distinguished 
minister of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the city 
of New York, said to me, in his own house, probably eigh- 
teen years ago, '< Your church, sir, is certainly, in regard 
to your manner of employing your ministers, sending them 
out in pairs, or two and two, more apostolic than any other 
church/' Might he not have .admitted, with equal truth, 
that the doctrines and discipline of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church are equally as apostolic as her manner of em- 
ploying ministers ? All this, however, by the way. 

Often has it been my privilege to hear Father Waters^ 
even after age had so obscured his vision that he could not 
distinguish in his congregation the features of his most 
beloved and intimate friends, pouring forth, in strains of 
deep, impassioned, and scriptural eloquence, the fullness 
of his soul, while explaining, enforcing, and glorying in the 
precious jdoctrines of the cross — salvation by faith, holiness 
of heart, and integrity of life. Unlike tooyrmany ministers 
of modem date, who too often aim at ^eat things and 
make great displays of oratorical flourish ; who elevate the 
cross of Christ to make themselves the more conspicuous; 
and who, as a necessary consequence, utterly fail, and leave 
their hearers as batren o£ spiritual comfort as the withered 
fig-tree was of fruit — ^he nwet failed. He always hit the 
nail on the head, and drove it home. He always fed his 
flock with the richest gospel food. The babe in Christ, 
the young men and fathers, had each his suitable portion 
in due season. He was always ready, and always good ; 
so that it was commonly said of him, ^^He is real bacon and 
cahhage" a dish well known, and not lightly esteemed, in 
the South, and one always in season and at hand. 

Can it, then, be a matter of surprise or wonder that one 
so favoured as was our lamented brother Childs, with such 
parents as his were, and such a patriarchal leader and guide 
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of ihe whole neighbourhood and family oirde aer Father 
Waters, should haye been a youth of more than ordinary 
sedateness, humility, and fidelity ? He was well trained| 
and that training received the impress of permanent at- 
tachment to all ti^e beauties of truthfulness, simplicity of 
manners, obedience to parents, and reyerenoe for age, from 
the preaching and example of his yenerable undo. Father 
Waters. 

When young' Wesley Childs became an inmate of my 
&mily, I resided in Georgetown, District of Columbia, and 
was largely engaged in mercantile operations. My high 
respect for his parents and deep yeneration for his uncles 
although I did not need his seryices, induced me to take 
him into my counting-room. How long he remained with 
me I cannot now remember } though I never shall forget, 
that, during the whole time he was mth me, his conduct 
was without reproach. He was always cheeidPul, obedient^ 
and faithful; and was, without doubt^ one of the most 
scrupulously conscientious youths I ever saw. I never had 
cause, as well as I now remember^ to give him one single 
rebuke. He was treated by myself and fionily as one of 
our own children, and most tenderly and affectionately did 
he return our love. During the time he stayed with me, 
I was rearing one of my younger brothers. Wesley and 
he were like David and Jonathan. My brother was lively 
and cheerful ; and, like others of his age and temperament^ 
was quite fond of what boys still call Jun. There was 
nothing, however, in his sportive sallies approximating vice. 
He loved a srood joke, and so did We^ey, who, with all 
his natural demureness, would now and Uien venture to 
crack one ; and whenever he did so, it was well done. In 
the £unily drde, as I have already intimated, Wesley 
was all that could be expected or desired for one of his 
age. He was a regular attendant on the public ministry 
of the word, and was equally prompt in his attendance on 
domestic worship around my family altar. He indulged 
in no pleasure-trips on the Sabbath, except, to him, as it 
will always be to all loving and dutiful children, the very 
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great pleasure of an occasional visit to his parents, distant 
about seven miles from Georgetown. 

At the time the city of Washington and the District of 
Columbia were attacked by the British army and navy in 
1814, under the command of General Boss and Admiral 
Cockburn, I was engaged, as an ofi^er of the district mili- 
tia, in aiding to make the necessary preparations to resist 
the threatened attack upon our national capital and the 
firesides of our families, and was necessar^y much absent 
from my family and business. My store ^as left in the 
hands of my brother and young Wesley ; and faithfully 
did they watch my property and interests until the disas- 
trous results of the final encounter with the enemy, which 
left the city and Georgetown at their mercy. They then, 
sharing in the general panic of the citizens, fled, as they 
supposed for their lives, into Fairfax county, taking with 
them, among other moneys, a ten-dollar bank-note, which 
I had laid aside as counterfeit This, with other moneys 
in their possession, they spent in settling up any business 
in their hands. I mention this for a special reason, which 
you will presently see. When the militia of the District 
were mustered out of the United States' service, I found 
my business so deranged and broken up, that I at once 
determined to close my store ; consequently I had no need 
of any other assistance than I could command in my own 
family. Hence, my young friend was not called back. 
He, however, often visited me, and was always received 
with every mark of kindness and affection. The impres- 
sions made upon my mind by his amiable and upright 
conduct while he was with me have never been effaced, 
and never will. I loved him as a lad ; I have loved him 
ever since, till the day of his death, as a man, a Christian, 
and a Christian minister. 

Having removed from the District of Columbia in 1824, 
I had lost sight of Wesley. Several years thereafter, I 
was most agreeably and unexpectedly surprised in meeting 
my former young friend in this city, a full-grown man, 
and a faithful minister of the Gospel. Whether at this 
interview or a subsequent one, I do not now remember, I 
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found the mind of Brother Ohilds somewhat trouhled, and 
he was not long in letting me know the cause. It seems 
that he had often been troubled about the supposed coun- 
terfeit ten-dollar bank-note which he and my brother had 
spent at the time and under the circumstances referred to 
above. He had often thought of it, and had ever felt the 
greatest anxiety to repair the damage fo the injured person 
to whom it was nassed. '' Tell me what I shall do V* said 
he. " What shm you do f " said I ; " why, if you can find 
the injured person to whom it was passed^ or any of his 
' kith or kin/ who has suffered thereby; or, that being, in 
all human probability impossible, if you can fiod any per- 
son who received the note for its supposed full value, it 
might, in that case, be your duty to replace it by a genm- 
ine note. But as I think this about as impossible as it 
would be for you to find a needle lost thirty years ago in 
one of your father's wheat-stacks, I advise you to banish 
the subject from your mind, and rest content with a , 
consciousness of your integrity in the sight of God.'' 
This will serve to show the extreme sensitiveness of his 
conscience, even from his youth. You may feel at liberty 
to make any use of these recollections, very imperfectly 
thrown together, that you may deem proper. 
With high esteeem, 

I am truly yours, in Christian bonds, 

W. McKennkt. 

The above impresses us favourably with the early boy* 
hood of the subject of this biographj. His habitual mild- 
ness, his docile spirit, his affectionate disposition, and his 
extreme conscientiousness are all apparent. And as the 
germ contains the future plant in embryo— or, as the un- 
developed bud contains the miniature flower which is to 
expand and bloom in fragrance and beauty — so do we 8eo 
the man in the boy :*- 

« The obUd is father of the nfan." 

He remained at his father's serveral months after leaving 
Georgetown. He was young, and the unsettled state of 
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the country seemed to shut him up to the farni. But the 
delicacy of his physical constitution, which seemed to dis- 
qualify him for agricultural pursuits, led his father to look 
out for him some other situation in life. What he should 
do was difficult to determine. The foot of the invader 
was still on our shores ; the blast of the war-trumpet was 
still echoing in the land ; the roar of artillery was still 
heard upon the field and booming over the waters ; but 
as hostilities began ta cease, and the pulse of commerce 
began again to throb, there was an opening for young 
Wesley to enter a business-house in the city of Eichmond, 
Virginia. The father did not long hesitate in placing him 
in this situation. His residence in Eichmond, with its 
attendant incidents, will form the subject of the next 
chapter. 



CHAPTEE ni. 

HIS RESIDENCE Q7 BIOHMOND. 

G-oes to Richmond — ^Lives with William AlliBoH, Esq. — ^His habits — 
Associates — ^Awakening — Conyersion — Joins the church — Extract of 
a letter from Mrs. Ghilds — Spiritual conflicts — ^Wellnigh becomes dis- 
couraged — Reconsecrates himself to God — Mrs. Allison's account of 
him — PainMly exercised on the subject of preaching — ^Leaves Rich- 
mond. 

Near the close of the last wav with Great Britain, in 
the year 1814, the late William Allison, Esq., commenced 
business in Eichmond as a China merchant. Previous to 
his removal to Eichmond, he was engaged in mercantile 
pursuits in the town of Alexandria, in the District of Co- 
lumbia; and during his residence in this latter-named 
place, the Eev. Mr. Childs, father of Wesley, had made 
his acquaintance. He knew him to be a man of active, 
industrious business habits, a man of unshaken integrity, 
and a man of solid and genuine piety. He therefore did 
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not hesitate a moment, when the opportunity offered, to 
place his son under his care, and in his employment. JVtr. 
Allison had a partner in business who was an irreligious 
and worldly-minded man; but it was understood that 
young Wesley was to be especially under the charge of 
Allison ; that he was to board with him, and associate with 
him as a companion. All this was settled in advance. 

In the latter part of the year 1814, young Wesley made 
his preparations to leave the parental roof again, to enter 
upon a new sphere of action. It was not without a strug- 
gle that he tore himself away from his mother's grave ai}d 
from all the fond and cherished endearments of home. 
He was next to the youngest of the sons ; and from his 
kind and affectionate disposition, his amiable and docile spi- 
rit, he had become the pet of the family. His sisters were 
devoted to him, and almost idolized him ; his father loved 
him, and his brothers and young companions were ten- 
derly attached to him. It was, therefore, a painful thing 
for them to give him up, and it was no less painful for 
him to leave the home of his youth and the spenes of his 
childhood. But his father was then making arrangements 
to enter again the travelling ministry; his brothers and 
sisters were beginning to^catter and settle in life; the 
family connections were breaking up ; and it was necessary 
for him to begin to prepare more fully for the active and 
responsible duties that awaited him. He repaired to Bich- 
mond, according to previous arrangements^ and entered 
immediately upon business^ as a salesman in Mr. Allison's 
store. 

In Mr. Allison he found a kind and judicious friend 
and counsellor. He made every allowance for his inex- 
perience ; fully appreciated his strict?-, conscientiousness, 
and did all that lay in his power to advance his spiritual 
as well as his temporal welfare. 

> Mr. Allison was, at that time, an unmarried man, and he 
therefore made John Wesley hm ftsfioclate and companion. 
They ate together, slept together, walked and conversed to- 
gether, and were almost inseparable. Mr. Allison was a man 
of uniform and consistent piety, and, as might be antici- 
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pated, he was constantly making a deep religious impression 
upon the mind and heart of his youthful friend. The gentle- 
man who was in business with Mr. Allison^ being an irreli- 
gious man, and somewhat averse to religion, was not at all 
prepared to appreciate the conscientious scruples of young 
Ohilds. He regarded his extreme tenacity for truth and 
his exact hon«6ty in selling goods as mere affectation and 
an ov^r-scrupulous morality. The whole was but foolish 
fastidiousness in his estimation. The consequence was, 
he became an eyesore to tiiis member of the firm. This, 
however, did not tfffect the <^onduct of Mr. Allison toward 
the youth ; nor did it in the least change the habitually 
strict deportment of the young man himself. It was a 
matter of settled principle with him, even before kis con- 
version, '^ to deal justly'' with men, and at all hazards to 
preserve a good conscience in the sight of God. He would 
a thousand times sooner have sacrificed his situation than 
have surrendered this point. He was always attentive 
to business. Kising at an early hour, wasting no time in 
frivcTlous amusements, devoting his attention untiringly to 
the interests of his employers, he won the confidence and 
esteem of Mr. Allison, and commanded the reluctant re- 
spect of his partner in trade. * He was cautious in select- 
ing his associates. Living as he did in a city where he 
was constantly surrounded with idlers ever ready to lead 
the unwary from the paths of virtue, he studiously avoided 
their company. He remembered the early lessons of a 
sainted mother, the parting advice of his father, and care- 
fully restrained his feet from the destructive haunts of 
vice. Fortunately for him, there were then living in 
Richmond two young men who were equally circumspect 
in their deportmeitt and careful as to their society as him- 
self. They still live. Both of them are extensive mer- 
chants-^H)ne in Petersburg, and the other in Bichmond, 
Virginia — men who are worthy of any age, of any coun-' 
try, and of any church — ^men who, in the " sere and yellow 
leaf" of life, are still reaping the fruits of their early 
habits, in the elevated positions which they occupy in the 
church of God; and in the communities in which they re- 
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speotiyelj live. We allude to D'Aroy Paul and Samuel 
Putney. The subject of our biography was fortunate 
enough to haye these younff men for his associates and 
companions in his youth| and precisely at that period of 
life and under those circumstances when he most stood in 
need of such associates. And these men now bear the 
highest testimony to the probity and integriiy of Jchn 
Wesley Childs at this part of his history. 

We have no means^f ascertaining at what period of his 
life he first became concerned upon the subject of his soul's 
salvation. It is, however, fiuxlj to be presumed that he 
scarcely knew himself. He was, from his earliest recol- 
lections, convinced of the truth of religion, and also of its 
necessity to maktf one happy in this life and in the life to 
come. He had seen its effects upon the lives of many of 
his nearest and dearest Mends and relatives. He had wit- 
nessed its power, when but a child, in the triumphs of his 
mother's closing-scene (m earth. There was no particular 
time to which he could revert, at which he received his 
convictions of the indispensable* necessity of religion.- He 
was no skeptic. He believed the Bible, and was well 
instrocted in it from his childhood. £very sermon he 
heard upon the subject of conversion deepened the impres- 
sions upon his mind, and he was constantly, in his own 
way, seeking to be a Christian. Pride, he has often been 
heard to say, was his besetting sin. He was fond of dress, 
and was exceedingly particular as to his personal appear- 
ance. And yet, such was his habitual demeanour, and 
such the apparent meekness of his disposition, that scarcely 
any one would have suspected him of being proud. IMr. 
Putney and Mr. Paul, however) who we^e most intimate 
with him at the Ume of which we now. write, partially, at 
least, confirm his own statements in telation to this point. 

We have learned from them, verbally, that he was very 
particular in- regard to his clothing; and that the attention 
which he paid to his wardrobe and toilet fully justified the 
opinion that he indulged a slight degree of inordinate self- 
esteem. This, however, was not characterized by ostenta- 
tion or iMuteur. He was conscious^ neverthelessi of its 
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existence, and it seems to have formed ther greatQ^t im'- 
pediment to his conversion. He could not gHio- the con- 
sent bf his mind puWlch/ to confer . Christ. Under his 
awakenings; he often trept and pitiyed in secret places be- 
fore -file mercy-seat. He struggled hard against the^ un-' 
snbdlied pride of "his sinful heart. He earnestly besoughf 
God to forgive his fiingi, and to 

<< Assure his conscience o£a part 
In Ihe Redeemer's blood." 

He regularly waited on thejhinisti^ of the word. No one 
was more punctual in *his attendance upon the weekly 
prayer-meetings of the church than he. The Bible and 
religious books irere his constant compaifions ; and yet he 
lingered at the door of mercy without tasting ^^ th.6 joys 
of pardoned sin.'' And all, as he subsequently avowed, 
because of the pride of his nature, which would not yield 
to an open confession of his concent upon the subject. He 
was ashamed of Jesus — ^ashamed publicly to confess him — 
ashamed to bear his reproach; and identify himself with 
his followers. » 

At this point he halted for some time. No one was 
aware of the deep and abiding anxiety which he felt 
about the salvation of his soul. He was reluctant to 
open his mind even to Mr. Allison, whom he had ever 
found a kind and sympathetic friend and adviser. His in- 
terest at length became so ifttense that he determined no 
longer to coneeal it; and having obtained the consent of 
his employers, he attended a camp-meeting, held in the 
stimmer of 1816, in the Lancaster circuit, in the Northern 
Neck of Yirginiii, ^en in the bounds of the Baltimore 
Annual Conference* ^e went to this meeting for the pur- 
pose of seeking religfon. His mind was fully made up 
publicly to confess himself a guilty sinner in the sight of 
God — to jiumble hif heart in the dust ; to ask an interest 
in the prayers of Christians, and to seek till he should find. 
It so happened, that his father, the Rev. Jot^n Childs, at 
that time a travelling preacher in the Baltimore Conference, 
had charge of the Westmoreland circuit that j^ear. It i& 
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not impTobaMe tliat this fact had it$ iBflueooe upon his 
mind in determin^i^him to attend the meeting. An op- 
portunity would be presented to se* his fat)l)(Br^ to enjoy 
bis society, imd especially to receive his counsel an^ the 
bee^fil of his prayers at this peculiarly interesting stage 
of bi^T^lig^us ezei:cises of mind. He had unbound^ 
confidence in his father'9 piety ; and he knew that no one 
living felt a deeper concern for his. salvation than he. 
Being a stitiDger on tlfe capop-ground, he had no ungodly 
associates to draw off his mind %Dm the subject, and but 
little 'to divert his attention from the great work in which 
-he Wfts engaged. 

The full and unreserved consent of his mind having, 
been tfained pubKcly to seek Christ, and never to rest 
until ae was found, he had but little to do. He was in 
that state in which he could say, << Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant beareth.'' He was ready to exclaim, ''Lord, 
I do believe, help thou mine unbelief At a suitable 
time, when an invitation was given to penitents to come 
forward publicly and receive the prayers and instructions 
of the people of God, he deliberately aroscj and went for- 
ward to the place appropriated to seekers of religion ; and 
in a very short time arose, professing to have obtained the 
blessing for which he had so long prayed. 

His conversion was not attended with great excite- 
ment; but was peaceful and tranquil. The tears of 
grateful joy danced upon his cheeks. A radiant smile 
lighted up his meek and delicate fiice. His heart swelled 
with joyful emotions which his tongue could not ex- 
press. The burden of guilt had been removed from 
his heart. The evidence of his' conveision was full and 
complete. Nature around him seetned to have put on a 
garb of unwonted loveliness. The forests and the skies, 
9ie sunshine and the flowers, the faces. of those who re- 
joiced over his conversion, and all the objects on every 
hand, seemed to glow with an expression of praise to the 
great and good Creator of all. Love to Otod and love to 
man arose spontaneously in his bosom ; and, feeling an in- 
disputable evidence in his own heart of his personal ao- 



88 • UIX OF THE 



oeptance with his Maker^ he was enabled with an unwaver- 
ing tongue to say — 

^^M^'God is reconciled, 
* His pardoning voice I hear; 

He owns me for his child, 
/ can no longer fear : 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And Father, iibba, Father, cry." 

The name of Jesus had a peculiar charm. The songs of 
Zion^ as they arose in the tented grove and died* away upon 
the hills, had never sounded so sweetly before. Hib was 
born again — ^bom of the Spirit — he had passed from death- 
^ unto life ; old things had passed away and all things had 
become new. So clear and satisfactory was the evidence 
of his conversion to his own mind, that he never doubted, 
at'any period of his after life, the genuineness and thorough- 
ness of the change that he then and there experienced. 

He returned to Eichmond from the camp-meeting, and 
immediately united himself with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Hq was afraid to risk himself without the pale 
of the church of Christ. The ^urch he regarded as a di- 
vine institution, and, as a disciple of Jesus, he did not feel 
himself at liberty to decline a union with it. He felt the 
need of its discipline and ordinances, of its associations 
and its prayers, and he deferred not to avail himself of the 
privilege of church fellowship. He was young, being but 
seventeen years of age, and he felt the need of counsel and 
religious instruction and advice from the more experienced 
members of the body of Christ. At his own request, he 
was placed in the class in which his employer, Mr. Allison, 
met. This was a good judication. It showed that he was 
not disposed to shrink from the closest scrutiny as to his 
religious character. It dhowed, also, his confidence in .the 
piety of his employer. They met together in class, prayed 
together in their voom, read the Scriptures together, and 
hand in hand trod the path* that leads to the mansions of 
the blest. 

But our young con?art was, at an early stage of 
his Christian experience, the subject of painful and dis- 
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tressing temptations ; and in the midst of them he en* 
countered very great discouragements. The following ex- 
tract from a letter written by his wid(Tw, relating to this 
period of his lifb, will throw some light upon the subject, 
and will interest the reader : — " Baring his residence in 
Richmond, he became concerned about saving his soul. 
He had always been very moral — never swore an oath or 
told an untruth. He left Richmond to attend a camp- 
meeting, with his mind fully made up to seek Ood in the 
forgiveness of his sins. He did seek, and success&lly. » 
He returned to the city, resolved to devote his a// tS lus 
God. But his hitherto besetting sin was2>rt</«, which now 
aeain stood in his way. Satan greatly harassed hhn from 
l^e to time with the most awful sugg^tions, which* seemed 
to threaten his eternal destruction. Often did he wrestle 
for hours, prostrate on the floor, pleading for deliverance. 
In his anguish of soul, he ventured to unfold his mind to 
an old member of the church, who not only did not teach 
him to expect deliverance firom cUl sin, but rather mado 
light of his exercises. Such was the effect upon his mind, 
that for a while he was greatly tempted to give up his con- 
fidence and abandon his pursuit.^' He has frequently been 
heard to speak of his exercises of mind during the period 
to which the extract aboverelates. The author has heard 
him say that the pride of his heart came wellnigh ruining 
him at this time. 

His fondness for dress was exceedingly ha^ to over- 
come. His mind was too much occupied with the &shion8 
and customs of the world. He determined, through 
the aid of Divine grace, to gain the mastery, tod to 
become a holy Christian. He took the word of God for 
his guide, and set his standard high. The devil seemed 
determined to defeat him. The conflict was fierce and 
strong. At times he felt as though he was rapidly gaining 
the victory — ^that he was putting the world beneath his 
feet, and Uiat he was casting Satan behind him. The in- 
judicious advice' of the oid Christian gave the enemy the 
advantage for a while. He scarcely knew what course to 
pursue. His soul was cast down within him — ^his sky 
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was overcast with clouds — ^his feet seemed stumbling again 
upon the dark mounta^is. In his despondency he was 
ready to say — 

" There is a heaven o'er yonder sky ; 
A heaven where pleasures never ^e j 
A heaven I sometimes hope to see, 
But fear again 'tis not for me." 

In this stale of mind he continued" for several months. 
He attended church regularly — ^never missed his class- 
meeting, and was always present at the weekly prayer- 
meeting. His conduct, however, in the church frequently 
attracted the attention of his acquaintances and friends. 
It was observed at the prayer-meeting that he uniformly 
sat in the remotest corner of the room, and, if possible, got 
a position where he could not he seen bj the person con- 
ducting the services. The design on his part— for there 
was ma^festly design — ^was not then understood. He was 
regarded by all who knew him as deeply pious and exem- 
plary, and it was a matter of surprise that he should not 
seem to manifest a more lively interest in the public ex- 
ercises of the church. In the clas0-room he spoke but 
little, and often despondingly. There seemed, indeed, a 
mystery about his spiritual condition and exercises. 

In 1819, Mr. Allison was married, and very soon there- 
after commenced housekeeping in Kichmond. Mr. Childs, 
then nearly a grown young man, was taken as an inmate 
of their little family ; and Mrs. Allison, an intelligent and 
pious lady, was daily cognizant of his private* walk and 
conversation. In a letter received from her in reply 
to one of inquiry, asking for her impressions of his reli- 
gious character at the time he lived in her family, she 
thus writes : — 

"I always considered Brother Childs deeply pious. 
He was remarkably modest and unpretending — said no- 
thing and did nothing for appearances. One trait I 
considered remarkable — he always preferred meeting in 
class with his employer, with whom he lived and slept 
until within a year or two of his leaving Richmond. 
I believe the latter had his entire confidence. He was 
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always very oonscientions. After I came to Richmond, I 
always noticed, whenever there was any excitement in the 
church, that he seemed to take no part in it ; indeed, it 
seemed to render him uncomfortahle. He never went for- 
ward to take a paiii in the exercises, but always took an 
obscure seat and kept silence. I wondered at this, feeling, 
as I did, assured of kis genuine piety. He was always 
ready for any and every other good work. But the mys- 
tery was unravelled in after years to my entire satisfaction 
by himself. He «aid he was so much afraid of being called 
to the ministry that he carefully avoided every thing that 
might lead tp it. And from his unhappy appearance on 
such occasions, I doubt not he was deeply exercised on 
that subject at that time ; feeling that he was out of his 
place, and consequently restless and unsettled." 

Mr. Ohild^'s associates plainly saw that something was 
preying on his mind that revealed itself in his face ; but 
what it was they knew not, and he studiously avoided 
making any revelations on the subject. The fact was, 
God had laid the coal of prophecy upon his heart, and he 
felt that a dispensation of the gospel was committed unto 
him. But he laboured under such a painful conviction 
of a want of qualification for the great and awfully re- 
sponsible vocation, that he attempted to smother the fire 
in his own bosom ; and his language was that of Jeremiah 
when the word of the Lord came unto him saying, " I have 
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations,'' "Ah I Lord, 
God, behold I cannot speak : for I am a child.'' But it 
continued to echo in his ears, " Say not, I am a child : for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever 
I command thee thou shalt speak." His concern was 
most intense. It was almost painful to his friends to see 
him. There he was in their midst, diligently pursuing 
his business, mingling with them in their religious ser- 
vices, yet holding himself aloof from any active part in 
the exercises. The fire began to fade from his eye, and 
the rose from his cheek. His health began to decline. 
And yet amid all he was a pattern of piety. Holiness of 
heart and life was his constant end and aim. His conver- 
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sation was ^' seasoned with salt, fit to minister grace to >Se 
hearers." He abstained from jesting and fooliih talking, 
which he found hurtful to his soul, and destructive of his 
influence. Every one that saw him knew that he had been 
with Jesus. Upon the streets, in his place of business, 
in the company of the irreligious, in the social circle, ev^ry- 
wheve he was the same. 

The decline of his health rendered it necessary for him 
to change his business. He accordingly made up his 
mind to leave Kichmond and return to Fairfax county, 
which he did, as nearly as can now be ascertained, in 1822. 
His residence in Fairfax until his entrance upon the work 
of the ministry will form the subject of our next chapter. 

We part with him here with feelings of melancholy in- 
terest. We are impressed with his piety. We admire his 
modesty — his humility. We are forcibly struck with his 
conscientiousness, and with his strict propriety of deport- 
ment. We are almost ready to weep over the concealed con- 
flict that is passing in his mind. It is a critical point in 
his history. But God's providence is over him, and an un- 
seen hand is directing his paths. For there is a provi- 
dence that shapes our Uves, rough-hew them as we will. 



i 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^RBBHTBirCB IN FAIRFAX FEOM 1822 TO 1827. 

Mir. Childs's attaohment to Mr. Allison and family— -His healtih— Re- 
tains to Fairfaz oountj — Attempts merchandising — Farming — Tcach> 
ing — Fails in all — Unhappy — Call to the ministry — Painful conflict 
with his convictions of duty — Obtains a license to exhort — Makes a 
round on the Calyert circuit witii his father — Licensed to preaph — 
Trayels Carlisle curcuit port of the year — Obtains a recommendation 
to the Baltimore Annual Conference^Is received and transferred to 
the Virginia Conference, and placed on the Albemarle circuit. 

Mr. Childs's residenoe in Biohmond embraced tliat 
portion of his life in which our strongest and most abiding 
attachments are formed for places and for persons. He 
went to the city an inexperienced youth and a stranger. 
Besides Mr. Allison, his employer, he knew no one. Per- 
haps this was fortunate for him ; for in this kind-hearted. 
Christian gentleman he found all that he could desire in a 
friend, a companion, or a judicious counsellor and guardian 
of his youth. He became warmly attached to Mr. Allison, 
and also to his intelligent and amiable lady ; and this at- 
tachment was mutual. There were also several young 
men, who joined the church about the time he did, whom 
he held in very high regard. These were his associates ; 
with them he had held sweet converse, and walked to the 
house of God in company. They had been his companions 
in his early Christian conflicts. With them he had wept, 
and prayed, and rejoiced. Together they had visited the 
habitations of the destitute and suffering, and mingled their 
prayers and tears at the bedside of the afiSicted, and his 
heart was wedded to them. He loved the place of reli- 
gious worship, where, for several years, he had met with 
God's people to hear the precious word of life dispensed. 
Richmond, with it^ hills and valleys, its hospitable firesides 
and sanctuaries, had become endeared to him. From the 
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Capitol square, occupying an elevated and central position 
in the city, he had gazed upon the surrounding scenery 
until a picture was formed in his mind in which erefj lo- \ 
cality and point of interest was limned in its appropriate 
colours. The majestic James, with its willow-tufted islands, 
its foaming rapids and bristling rocks; the fap^stretching 
fields and woody hilltops beyond ; the quiet-lookii^ town 
of Manchester, imbosomed among trees and Iskirted with"* 
highly cultivated farms ; the beautiful country-seats dot- 
ting the plains ; and rising swells that mark the course of 
the river as it glides away tp the ocean — these had all 
made their impress upon his mind. He loved Eichmond, 
and the kind friends of his youth that lived there ; and 
it was not without a struggle that he gave it up as a place 
of residence^ His health, however, seemed to require a 
change ; and he therefore consented to do violence to his 
feelings in tearing himself from it. But fill the day of his 
death he cherished the most affectionate regard for the 
friends he loved when a boy in Richmond. 

On his return to Fairfax, he found things jironderfully 
changed. His brothers and sisters were gone ; his father 
had broken up housekeeping ; the old homestead was tem- 
porarily in other hands, and every thing wore a different 
aspect. He had a relation still living in the neighbour- 
hood, and he entered his family as an inmate, not having 
* yet determined on his occupation for a livelihood. At first 
he was at a loss what course to pursue. He felt a clear 
and powerful conviction on his mind that it was his duty 
to preach the gospel ; but this he kept in his own bosom. 
He did his utmost to banish the thought, and to free his 
mind from the harassing and unwelcome impression^ 
which almost utterly disqualified him for any other busi- 
ness. He attempted school-teaching, but this did not suit 
his health. He then turned his attention to farming ; but 
in this he did not succeed. The providence of God seemed 
to be against him. From farming he turned his attention 
to merchandise. He opened a small store, but this did 
not prosper. Thus he was constantly changing his pur- 
suits in Ufe, but all without success. 
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Mrs. Allison, from whose letter we have gleaned the facts 
aboye^ further adds — << The Lord had other work for him 
to do, and the labour of his hands did not prosper. He was 
fighting against God; and so fierce was the conflict, that he 
was forced to the conclusion that he must preach or give up 
all pretensions to religion.'' And yet he studiously avoided 
any referenco to the subject, ue had never conferred 
with any one, and the ^ concealment like the wo>m in Ihe 
bud,' was. withering and sapping all his joys. Whenever 
he gained the consent of his mind to enter the ministry, 
then all was bright and joyous with him ; but when again 
he began to hesitate and fight against his convictions of 
duty, then the heavens grew dark above him — ^the lights of 
hope on his pathway paled and expired ; and while he halted 
and endeavoured to excuse himself, he found himself with* 
out a particle of Divine comfort It was only while he 
held to his purpose to preach that he enjoyed the smiles 
of an approving God. 

From exercises like these he was forced* to the conclu^ 
sion that he must preach or perish. He be^in to feel, 
as he had not, what that meaneth, << Wo is nmo me if J 
})reach not the go^)d,** In*his moments of retirement and 
meditation, when the conviction was strong on his mind 
that no alternative was left him — ^that he must go out 
and call sinners to repentance or meet the doom of the 
servant who knew his lord's will and did it not — ^he would 
resolve to open his mind freely to some pious friend on 
the subject. But^ strange to tell, when in company he 
seemed to shrink from the remotest allusi6n to the severe 
and painful mental and spiritual conflict that had for seve- 
ral years disturbed his peace, and, at times, seriously 
threatened his salvation. He saw no way of relief except 
in conversing with otkers in relation to his exercises of 
mind, and in embracing the first opportunity of entering 
the ministry, and yet he delayed carrying his purposes into 
execution. At length,, to ease his conscience, he applied 
to the society of which he was a member for a license to 
exhort and to conduct public religious worship. He hoped 
that by taking this step his mind would be relieved and 
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bis Bpiritual enjoyments increased. His license to exhort 
is dated December 16th, 1825, and signed by Eev. William 
Pretty man. He held meetings in his neighbourhood, and 
exhorted the people with great fervour and zeal. His 
labours \i^re blessed by the Great Head of the church ; 

^ and he felt that he wa^ in the line of duty, but he was not 
content. ^ There was. yet a more extensive work for him 
to perform. But he continued strangely to strive to sup- 
press the conviction that he must become a travelling 
preacher. 

Mrs. Childs says, in a letter relating to this portion 
of his life, that, '^ Eortunately for him at this time, ' 
he boarded with a relative who, with his wife, was un- 
usually pious — spending three hours every day in secret 
devotion. From these pious relatives he received, by pre- 
cept ^nd example, the help he «o much needed. JBut still 
he was not at ease. He gave up one pursuit and tried 
another, but nothing he undertook seemed to prosper. He 
was striving against God — ^praying all the time that He 
might send by whom he would, but not by him — ^said he 
felt he had rather die than to go out as an itinerant Me- 
thodist preacher. After many and dore' conflicts,'^ con- 
tinues Mrs. Childs, ^^he sought an interview with his 
father, who was then a member of the Baltimore Con- 
ference, and made known his exercises to him. He told 
his father all that was in his heart on the subject. The 
old gentleman heard attentively, and when he was done, 
replied, ^ Well, my son, God has called you to the work 
of the ministrj^, and it is useless to contend longer with 
him. Get your horse and saddle-bags, and come, go with 
your father.' He obeyed, and immediately commenced a 
tour on the circuit with his father/' 

w ' His father was then travelling the Calvert circuit, in the 
State of Maryland ; and by the time he had made two or 
three rounds with his son,^e had him fairly initiated. The 
circuit embraced a section of the country in which a pretty 
fair specimen of Methodist itinerancy was presented to the 
novitiate. He saw that he was to become accustomed to 
every variety of society and fare ; that he was to inure him- 
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self to privation and change ; that he was to encounter the • 
cold and heartless as well as to receive the greetings and wel- 
come of the generous and cordial ; that he was to preach to 
the large and intelligent Qongregation in the oomfortahle 
house of worship, and to a mere handfal in the scliool-house 
in some obscure part of. the country ; that he must press 
onward amid sunshine and clouds, smiles and tears, success t 
and defeat, through summer's heat «nd winter's cold ; and 
that he must not even " count his life dear to him, so that 
he might finish his course with joy, and the ministxy which 
he had received of the Lorpl Jesus, to iestifj the gospel of 
the grace of God/' • 

This, his first year of service, embraced the winter of 
1826. On the 29th of April of Jhat year, he received a 
recommendation to the Baltimore District Conference for 
license to preach, signed, in behalf of the Quarterly-meet- 
ing Conference of the Calvert circuit, by Joseph Frye, 
president, and Richard Brown, secretair. He was duly 
licensed by the District Conference, at Its session in the 
spring of 1826. A short time thereafter, he went to the 
Carlisle circuit, in the State of Pennsylvania, and travelled 
the remainder of the conference year under the direction 
of the presiding elder of the district. 

We have no reliable data from which to gather any 
thing of particular interest relating to his labours at this 
early stage of his ministerial career. From the surviving 
members of his family we have learned that, from the time 
of his entrance upon the work of the saorq^ office, he was 
more than ordinarily striot and conscientious.' He set a 
high standard, and laboured from the start to bring his life 
and experience up to it. 

The Bible was his constant companion. One of his 
brothers says that he had a copy of the Scriptures at this 
time, which he had read and marked with his pencil till 
almost every page in it had a passage around which he 
had drawn a line. Ov£r this precious book he had wept 
and prayed, till its leaves had been saturated with his 
tears, and many of thetn partly detached from the bind- 
ing. Upon his knees, again and again, 'from the first 
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^rse o{ Genesis to the last of the Apocalyptic vision^ 
he had read it through and through. In all his strug- 
gles upon the subject of his call to the ministry, this 
book had been his vade mecum. It was always in his 
pocket, or at the place of his private devotions; and he 
had already become so familiar with its cSntents that he 
could, with perfect ease, quote almost any portion, giving 
at the same time the chapter and the verse. 

At the close of the conference year he attended the ses- 
sion of the Baltinn)re Annual Conference, held in the city 
of Baltimore, on the 12th of April, 1827, and was received 
on probation, accordyig to the usage of the churcl^ in the 
travelling connection. When the appointments were an- 
nounced, at the close of the session, he was not a litUe 
surprised to learn that* he was transferred to the Virginia 
Conference. His previous acquaintance had been almost 
exclusively with the ministers of the Baltimore Conference; 
his relatives lived principally in the bounds of that con- 
ference.; he had selected that as the field of his ministerial 
labour, and the announcement of a transfer to another con- 
ference was not only a matter of surprise, but was a source 
of trial to him. But the Baltimore Conference was full 
at that time, while the Virginia Conference stood in need 
of supplies. He therefore acquiesced in the arrangement, 
being assured that his fathers and brethren in the ministry 
deemed it best. Besides, he fett that in consecrating him- 
self to the work, it was his duty to submit himself to the 
authorities of the church, and cheerfully to perform that 
work which, in their godly wisdom, they might assign 
to him. 

He returned from the conference first to Fairfax, where he 
spent a short time with his relatives and friends ; from Fair- 
fax he went to Richmond, on his way to the Albemarle cir- 
cuit, to which he had been assigned for the remainder of 
the year. In Eichmond he stopped with his kind friend 
Mr. Allison. Some five years or more had elapsed since he 
left the city. Mrs. Allison, in speaking of this visit, says, 
in the letter referred to above, ^* The n&t I saw of him he 
came to our ht)U8e, on his way to his appointment somo- 
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wbere in the Virginia ConfereDce, with saddle>bags on his 
arm, and*the usual aocoutrements of the IMethodist travel- 
Kng preacher, and having on the round-breasted coat, so 
commonly worn by our ministers in those days. This 
latter I did not think in keeping with his years ; and as I 
had always beeft in the habit of speaking very unreservedly 
to him, I ventured to remonstrate with him on the sub- 
ject. He replied that I could not dislike the cut of the 
coat more Uian he did, and that he had adopted it purely 
to mortify his pride/' He spent but a few days in the 
city, which were occupied principally in renewing his old 
acquaintances and reviving the associations connected with 
his former residence in the place. ' 

It was during this visit that he explained to his friends 
why he had so studiously avoided taking any part in pub- 
lic religious exercises while he lived in Richmond. But 
they all saw that he had entered the ministry with all his 
heart ; that he had* torn himself away from the world ; 
that he had given up all to follow Jesus ; ai\(i that his affec- 
tions were placed on things above. ^ 

He went to his circuit, which embraced a large and 
beautiful section of Virginia^ skirting the Blue Bidge 
Mountains. Nature nowhere spreads out a more fascinat- 
ing picture to the eye than in this portion of the country. 
The valleys are fruitful and in a high state of cultivation. 
The country residences are^ieatand often elegant. While 
in every direction the eye is greeted by the magnificent 
swell of mountain ranges, shooting up their lofty, rock- 
crowned peaks in the clear blue heavens, and stretching 
away in graceful lines till mountain and sky are blended. 
Here, amid these hills and valleys and mountain gorges, 
Mr. Childs pursued his work with a zeal and devotion that 
really OKcited the astonishment of his people. He was 
*^ instant in season and out of season.'' His labours were 
abundant. Not content with the regular appointments, 
which occupied nearly every day of the week, he sought 
new fields of labour, preaching at night in private houses 
and in neighbourhaods not supplied with the regular minis- 
trations of the word. He did not labour in vain. The 
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churches were quickened under his ministry^ and sinnen 
were converted to God. 

We will close this chapter in his history with an anec- 
dote connected with this part of his ministry^ as furnished 
hy Mrs. Childs. She says — " The first cajnp-meeting he 
attended, he resolved, as he had often heard it sneeringly 
remarked that the young preachers preferred to instruct 
and pray with the female penitents during religious re- 
vivals, that he would confine himself to the gentlemen's 
altar, and scrupulously avoid conversing with the ladies 
even upon the subject of religion. Several days of the meet- 
ing passed, and although he had faithfully endeavoured to 
do all he could, he was, nevertheless, without spiritual 
comfort ; and at last he became so depressed that he came 
to the conclusion to leave the encampment. Just at this 
time, a female friend who was in the altar, in great distress 
of mind about her soul, sent for him to converse with her 
on the subject of religion. He had not been with her 
long before she was happily convertea. He was then re- 
quested to talk 'with another, and still another, until seve- 
ral in rapid succession were converted around him, and 
rejoicing in a knowledge of sins forgiven. He then saw 
the snare which the great enemy of all good had laid for 
his feet, and resolved henceforth to go wherever duty 
called, and to labour wherever he found a sinner to point 
to Jesus." 

We have now followed the subject of this biography till 
we have seen him fully engaged in the work of preaching 
Jesus and calling sinners to repentance. The commence- 
ment of his career is full of promise of extensive usefulness 
to the church. We find him a man full of seal and full of 
the Holy Ghost. He is a man of prayer and of deep devo- 
tion to his high vocation. God had given him seals to his 
ministry, and he no longer doubted that his commission to 
preach the gospel bore the signature of the Great Head of the 
church. Thus encouraged and sustained, he went up to the 
Conference which held its session, in the month of Febru- 
ary, 1828, in the city of Raleigh, N. C. From this Con- 
ference he was appointed to the Brunswick circuit. 
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CHAPTER V. 

BRUNSWICK AND CAROLINE CIRCUITS. 1828 AND 1829. 

Entrance upon his work — ^His reoeptioii — Close preachinjc — EeviFal — 
Rev. J. G. Cluborae'fl aocovnt of his habits, l&bours, and nsefiUness 
— Attends Conference — appointed to Caroline circuit — State of the 
«ircnit— Letter to Mr. Claibome^Dcath of bis faUier — Cioeee hi« 
labours on the oirouit — ^Atteads Coafereaoe — ^Appointed to the Meck- 
lenburg circuit. 

On tke «djourameiit of the Conference, Mr. diilds has- 
tened, without an hoar's unnecessary delay, to his new 
field of ministerial labour. It was his first year in charge 
of a drcuit; and he seemed fully to appreciate the duties 
and responsibilities of his appointment. When he arrived 
within the bounds of his circuit he found himself among 
strangers ; but he was everywhere cordially received| and 
every thing was done that could be desired by the kind 
and hospitable people of his charge to render him com- 
fortable and to make him feel at home among them. 

At first, the apparently unsocial mannw of Mr. Childs 
seemed to excite a little prejudice against him, with those, 
more e^ecially, that had not formed his acquaintance. He 
did not spend as much time in social conversation with the 
families in which he visited as other ministers before him 
had done. He was habitually serious, and unusually grave 
for one of his years ; and to those who were not intimate 
with him, he i4[»peared to be somewhat captious and censo- 
rious. He reproved sin in all of its forms, wherever he 
met with it He talked plainly to worldly-minded pro- 
fessors of religion, wherever he found them. In the olass- 
room, and in all his private associations with the members 
of the church, he faithfully reproved whatever he deemed 
wrong in them. Wherever he discovered external con- 
formity to the fashions and customs of the world, he en- 
deavoured to correct it by gentle admonition and rebuke. 
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He did not hesitate t« ask a professor why lie wore a breast- 
pin or a finger-ring ? why she wore artificial flowers in her 
bonnet or costly decorations upon her person*? and, after re- 
ceiving the usual answers, proceed to admonish the person 
of what he regarded the evils of such indulgence. Scores 
of searching texts of Scripture were pHed to the conscience 
in rapid suceession — ^appeals were made on the ground of 
consistency, and on the score of example and Christian in- 
fluence. He left no loophole of escape. 

He personally interrogated the members of his church 
wherever he met them^ if the circumstances would at all 
allow of it, in relation to their personal Christian expe- 
rience. On entering a house^ he never took his seat, after 
kindly leaking each member d! the household cordially by 
the hand and asking after the health of the family, before 
he proposed prayer; and while upon his knees in fervent 
suppli^tion, he prayed the peace of G-od upon the house — 
he prayed for every member of the family, white and co- 
loured, and asked that Cod might make him a blessing to 
all the inmates while he remained beneath the roof. 

• He was also remarkably strict in the observance of the 
Sabbath. In every family, privately, as well as in his pub- 
lic addresses, he strongly remonstcated against visiting, idle 
conversation, secular reading, political discussions, cookings 
and whatever else he thought violative of the sanctity of 
God's holy day. He carried his views and practice so far 
as even to refuse to eat any thing that was cooked on the 
Sabbath. No matter what fishily he was in, nor who might 
be present, if he thought the conversation was too worldly 
for the Lord's day, he did not hesitate mildly to suggest a 
change of the topic. 

All this, as may naturally be supposed, led to a good 
deal of conversation among his members and with the 
people of the world. Some condemned his course, while 
others approved. It was not long, however, before the 
influence of his example began to be felt. It was found 
that he did not preach one thing and practise another. 
His own life was found to be, in the strictest sense, in har- 
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mony with the principles which he laid down for the con- 
duct of others. His daily walk was a practical comment 
upon the precepts which, from the pulpit, and in the 
private circle, he urged upon the people of his pastoral 
care. He recommended fasting and abstinence by exam- 
ple ; and, while he' exhorted his flock to abstain from all 
improper conformity to the world, he himself '^ crucified the 
flesh with its affections and lusts." In every Christian vir- 
tue he was a pattern to believers. No one could turn upon 
him with the cutting rebuke, "Physician, heal thyself." 

The effect of his daily walk and conversation was, in some 
instances, and not a few, to lead good and pious persons 
to suspect the genuineness of their own piety. His stand- 
ard was so high, his life so blameless, and his experience so 
exalted and spiritual, that many, in comparing their own 
lives with his, really came to the conclusion that they knew 
nothing of true, experimental godliness. 

Wa stop not here to pass any judgment upon his coarse 
of life at this period of his ministry. We simply state the 
facts. The circulation of such a man in the community 
created great interest. The people crowded to hear him 
preach, and many went away astonished at his doctrines. 
Some cavilled, some criticised, some censured ; but for the 
most part, the congregations returned to their homes much 
displeased with themselves, "and not without secretly resolv- 
ing to profit by his instruction's. The word of life dis- 
pensed by him, and his estimable and worthy colleague, the 
Rev. Samuel T. Moorman, began to take effect ; and with 
the opening of the spring, the signs of a general revival 
everywhere became apparent. The membership was quick- 
ened, sinners were awakened, " and there was a noise and 
a shaking among the dry bones of the valley." 

We have been favoured with a communication from the 
Rev. John G. Claiborne, of Brunswick, containing many 
interesting recollecti9ns of Mr. Childs, a part of which 
relates 'to the portion of his life now under review. The 
following extract is made, in this connection, from this com- 
munication : — 

6* 
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Roslin, Brunswick Connty, Va., November 22d, 1850. 

Dear Brother : — ^I have lately received your letter, 
requesting me to contribute to the niaterials which you are 
collecting for the life of the late Rev. John We^ey Child s, 
I very cordially avail myself of the opportunity %o aid in 
fulfilling the will and the words of the Lord, that " the 
righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance/' More- 
over, I BhatLl, in performing a religious duty, pay an hum- 
ble tribute of gratitude to the memoiy of a friend whose 
pastoral nurture, sanctified by the word of God and prayer^ 
hath often ministered grace unto me when feeble and ready 
to funt through ma^fold temptations. 

I became acquainted with th6 Rev. John W. Childs in 
the year 1828, the time of his first appointment as pastor 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Brunswick cir- 
cuit. The Rev. Samuel T. Moorman was his colleague. 
They were young men, and young in the ministry, but they 
were "true yokefellows," and gave no man any occasion 
to " despise their youth '/* but were " examples of the be- 
lievers in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity.'' Their circuit then embraced a district 
of country sixty miles in length aod twenty-five in breadth, 
in which there were between twenty-five and thirty stated 
appointments. But they '^eadured hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ," and approved themseves the 
ministers of Grod, in labours abundant, in much patience, 
in fastings often, in watchings unceasing, " by pureness, 
by knowledge, by longsuflfering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the 
power of God;" for God divinely authenticated their 
ministry by the broad seal of his Spirit inscribed on the 
regenerated hearts of hundreds who believed. There were, 
I think, nearly three hundred added to the church on the 
Brunswick circuit that year* I was lice'nsed a local 
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church the year of 
their ministry on this circuit. Duty and inclination asso- 
ciated me often with them, and they are still associated, 
^'pars nohile/rafrnm/' in my fondest and most grateful re- 
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oollections. .Propriety suggests that, in this oommtftdoa^ 
tion, I should say no more of Brother Moorman. 

I continue my recollections of Brother Childs at that 
period. He habitual^ arose from bed very early in - the 
morning — ^before the dawn of day in the winter — ^and, careful 
not to disturb the family with whom he sojourned^ or any 
one occupying the same room with himself, he quietly kin- 
dled a fire when necessary, lighted a candle, and, with the 
Bible before him, on bended knees he silently sought in 
the Scriptures, with devout meditation and prayer, the 
deep things of God. Thus he exercised himself until others 
were up and preparations made for family worship : at this 
he was always present, and either led or accompanied with 
fervency of spirit. He often, and especially at night, sue* 
ceeded the usual family devotions with singing an appro- 
priate hymn or spiritual song, which rendered the occasion 
more impressive and profitable. He was richly furnished 
with the best efifusions of the sweet bards of Israel, and, 
like their royal master, he sought to waft on melody his 
devotions to the throne of God. His visits were all pas- 
toral, and his pastoral offices were executed with fullness 
and fidelity ; yet with such deference, meekness, kindness, 
and sympathy as dissolved in love every bitter ingredient, 
and rendered them grateful to the most fastidious taste, and 
healing and nourishing in their effects. He was, at this 
period, a man of one work, and, for the most part, of one 
book — that book was the Holy Bible, and that work was 
the salvation of his own soul and of the souls of those to 
whom the providence of God gave him access. To this he 
devoted every faculty of body, mind, and spirit, with a dili- 
gence that never tired and a zeal that never abated, '^ con- 
stant in season, out of season,'' ^^ warning every man, and 
teaching every man, that he might present every man per- 
fect in Christ Jesus.'' He regarded his own heart with 
watchful jealousy, and rebuked with severe abstinence aAd 
self-denial every disposition to exercise its affections in 
matters of temporal interest or indulgence; '^ crucifying the 
flesh with the lust thereof." 

In his pulpit ministrations, he sought not ^' excellency 
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of Speech or of hnman wisdom," but rigidly confined 
himself to the " word of the testimony/' delivering his 
message in scriptural phrase, " not in words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Soly Ghost teacheth, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual." Hence, his 
sermons were not attractive to the vulgar taste by aught 
that was new or brilliant; but were plain, practical, 
pointed, and often attended by the demonstration of the 
Spirit. His inordinate conviction of the deceitfulness and 
natural depravity of his heart was the principle which 
prom^d the rigid discipline to which he subjected him- 
self, -and caused him to forego all special preparation, 
and to reject all adventitious aids in his public minis- 
try. Those who were unapprized of this principle, formed 
wrong conceptions of his condition and character. Some 
regarded him as a fanatic; others, as a monomaniac; and 
nearly all thought him ultra; but the generous sym- 
pathy and liberal indulgence which he extended to others 
iifdicated the spirit of love which animated his zeal, com- 
mended him to every man's conscience as a holy minister 
of Glod,. and secured to him the veneration and cordial 
affection of all with whom he held converse. He left us 
at the expiration of the conference year, enriched by many 
seals to his ministry ; endeared to the hearts and grateful 
affections of his people, and approved unto God, a work- 
man that needed not to be ashamed, having faithfully and 
successfully administered the word of truth. 

The remainder of Rev. Mr. Olaibome's communication 
relates to a later period of Mr. Childs's life, and will there- 
fore be reserved till we meet this man of Grod Ugain, on the 
Brunswick circuit, near the close of his ministerial labours. 
The foregoing shows Hhe type of the man at an early pe- 
riod in the history of his pj^ptoral work. The people of 
his care became tenderly attached to him ; and, at the close 
of the conference year, he left his charge, beloved by all. 
No man ever exerted a more holy and salutary influence 
upon the piety of a community than did Mr. Ohilds, in 
1828, upon the Brunswick circuit. 
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He attended the session of the Conference held for that 
year, in the month of February, in the town of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, from which he was appointed to the Caroline cir- 
cuit, lying north-west ^f the city of Richmond, and em- 
bracing a section of the State noted, at that time, for its 
church difficulties and religious controversies. 

The Baptists, as a denomination, had long had the pre- 
dominance in this portion of the country ; and there had 
been some rather unfriendly controversies between the 
Methodists and Baptists, touching the mode and subjects 
of water baptism. The spirit of reform was also agitat- 
ing the Methodist Episcopal Church at that time ; and the 
Caroline circuit had not escape(f its effects. Some few 
members had left tbe cburch, and unfortunate difficulties 
had arisen in some of the societies. The result was, 
scarcely any thine was heard from the pulpit but the oon- 
trovenaal discussions of points of Christian doctrine and 
questions of church government. In the midst of this sea 
of strife, the subject of this biography was thrown when 
the storm was at its height, and when shipwreck and 
disaster threatened the dearest interests of the church of 
Christ. But Mr. Childs was a man of peace ; independent 
in his views and in his expression of them, but kind and 
respectful to those who entertained opposing opinions. He 
carefully abstained from participating in the controversies 
89 rife in the land, and set himself to work to call off the 
minds of his people from the exciting and profitless sub- 
jects in debate. ' He clearly saw that in the endless strife 
about water, ^' the Hood of sprinkling'' was forgotten ; 
that personal religion was scaipely once thought of, while 
party, part^ was every thing. His soul sickened within 
him. He was ill at ease. He thought of the pleasant 
scenes of the past jrear on the Brunswick circuit ; of the 
seasons of '^ refreshing from the presence of the Lord '^* 
of the souls brought to Christ ; of the prosperity of the 
church, and, looking around upon the scene of spiritual de- 
solation that met his eye on every hand, he was cast down 
and dispirited. This we learn from the following letter, 
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which he wrote to his warm and devoted friend, the Re^ 
J. G. Claiborne, of the Brunswick circuit : — 

Caroline Circuit, July 24th, 1829. 

Dear Brother Claiborne : — ^I have had but little in- 
telligence from you since I left the Brunswick circuit. My 
prayer, however, has been that the great " Head of the 
church'' would continue his blessings among you, and that 
we all may be kept through faith unto full salvation. 

My labour this year is partly missionary ; our circuit, 
having only nine classes in it, is spread over a vast tract of 
country, and is decidedly the largest circuit (though divided 
at Conference) that I have yet travelled. We have succeeded 
in filling up our time as to appointinents,* having now 
twenty-twQ in four weeks, and yet there is ground unoccu- 
pied. 'With regard to vital piety, we may siy, in truth, 
<^ a moral waste" presents itself — not alluding to our mem- 
bers particularly, for I find here some of '^ the salt of the 
earth.'' But the general cry without seems to be " bap- 
tism, baptism ;" as though this were ^^ the great command- 
ment," and all the law and the gospel hung upon it. Oh ! 
when shall darkness be driven from the face of our earth, 
and the knowledge of God cover it as the waters cover the 
face of the great deep. 

As yet we have but little fruit of our labour. We have 
had comfortable times among our members generally; 
though two have 4)roken ground and gose to the Baptist 
brethren. We have some mourners, and a few converts. 
But I am not satisfied. My prayer is, that God would 
send a mighty flood of grace and salvation upon the people. 
My dear brother, add the strength of your prayers to the 
weakness of mine, and the Lord, in fulfilment of his pro- 
mise, will give us the desire of our hearts. 

I am as much, and even more than ever convinced that 
nothing will avail instead of heart-felt piety. It is my 
mournful experience to find that there are but few profes- 
sors of religion — and professors, too, among the ])f ethodists 

* The Re7. W. W. Eenningham was his colleague that year. 
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— ^whose company is not deleterious to a growth in grace. 
Indeed, so great has been the current of popukr example^ 
that I have been moved in some measure from my stead- 
fastness ; and the fatal temptation, ^< Take thine ease/' has 
wellnigh swept me from my moorings. But blessed be 
God, my fixed purpose is ^' to give myself wholly toprayefi'' 
and to the work of the ministry ; and, my dear brother, 
pray that my faith fail not. When with you, I have fre- 
quently remarked that without a true sense of GUmI's pre- 
sence we could do nothing towards reforming the world. 
I still feel this to be true. .We may pronounce words, 'tis 
true, but what are they unless God be in the word and in 
the sound ? Ah ! Samson, with the jawbone of a dead 
animal, will do more than Goliath with all his armour. 
My God is still with me, and I think my whole soul is 
ripening for heaven. Oh when shall I meet you, with all 
our religious friends, in that happy place! ]V^ bodily 
health has been much impaired since Conference; though 
now I believe myself something better. However, Jesus 
is. precious ; and to die would be infinite gain. How often 
do I reflect upon the happy seasons we have had together, 
and immediately I look forward and ask, ^< Shall we meet 
in heaven V* AH, all my Brunswick friends, shall I meet 
them there ? While I ask the question, I could wet my 
paper with my tears. Tell them, oh I tell them aU to 
meet me there. 

Since I left you, my dear father has taken his departure 
for that happy country. For it he had been contending 
for more than fifty years. He left the world shouting 
" glory." I^y> how does your dear frither travel on ? 

I hope never to forget you and the souls that God hath 
given you. Bear up amid all the difficulties of the way, 
and heaven will reward you at the last. 

When I was with you, I was afraid that the temptation 
to ease was so great that a circuit where more hardness 
was to be endured would suit me better. I am here sur- 
rounded with Baptists — some of whom are friendly, while 
others are hostile. Indeed, this seems to be their head- 
quarters. Our Methodist friends are remarkably kind; 



60 LIFE OF THE 



and I have every reason to be satisfied, conld I see souls 
justified and sanctified. O Lord, " revive thy work/' and 
give me souls for my hire 1 I hope that you have a pros- 
perous time, and that the. good Lord is abundantly refresh- 
ing you and the church. Does your class continue to pros- 
per ? Do you experience heaven still in your own soul ? 

Does Sister rejoice evermore ? God is my witness 

that I love you and pray for you. That earnest wrestling 
with God, let us never give up, until our souls are landed 
safely in Abraham's bosom. I could say much more^ for 
my heart swells within me. Love, I feel, shall be my 
song. Oh ! for a gust of praise to go to the ends of the 
earth. Affectionately yours, 

John Wesley Childs. 

This letter is a fair specimen of the spirit and style in 
which Mr. Ohilds wrote to his Christian friends at this 
stage of his ministry. Religion was his theme. He seemed 
rarely ever disposed, to write or converse, for any length of 
time, on any other subject. He seemed to live in a spi- 
ritual atmosphere that invested him like a garment ; and 
he carried it with him wherever he moved. We cannot 
&il to discover from this letter, as a specimen, that there 
was a great deal of ardour and zeal about him in his early 
days. He was warm and rapturous in his religious emo- 
tions. And yet his zeal and fervour were tempered with 
knowledge. 

He refers, incidentally, in the letter above, to the death 
of his father. He was deeply a£Fected by this bereave- 
ment, and yet he met it with extraordinary Christian re- 
signation. The removal of his friends and relatives from 
earth only seemed to strengthen the ties that bound him 
to heaven. He looked upward through his tears, and 
saw the bow of God's providence bending upon the bosom 
of the dark cloud of sorrow above him, and then bowed 
submissively at the altar of resignation and said, '' The will 
of the Lord be done." Amid all, he laboured on — never 
halting — ^never wavering. He was unmoved by trials and 
afflictions. 
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As the year progressed, there was an increase of religious 
interest on the circuit. Sinners were awakened, and peni- 
tents converted : this revived and cheered him in his work. 
He was not content without seals to his ministrv. There 
were but comparatively few Methodists in his circuit; 
these for the most part he had found good and true ; and 
in all the classes he found deep, experimental religion; 
but his cry was, 'f Lord, give me souls for my hire." 

In the month of December he wrote as follows to his 
friend in Brunswick : — '^ Our circuit seems to stand fast, 
and I hope that vital piety is spreading in this country. 
We have a gradual increase ; and, blessed be God, I 
rejoice to say, some of them bid fair to make firm and use- 
ful membeirs of the church. I am endeavouring still to 
pursue the road to that glorious city, of which it is said, 
< There is no night there.' 'Tis true, if any man will get 
there, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 
the footsteps of his Ma^r. But with Christ in my soul, 
all is easy ; and I am making progress in Divine things. 
My soul is feasting from day to day on the bread of 
heaven. The enemy thrusts hard at me, that I may fall ; 
but hitherto God has helped me, and I will trust and not 
be afraid." 

He closed up his year's labours on the Caroline circuit, 
not without seals to his ministry. The people became 
warmly attached to him, and gave him up with a gieat 
deal of reluctance. The church on the circuit had pros- 
pered under his labours, and he left the charge in a better 
condition than he found it. 

Up to this period, we find him everywhere the same 
self-denying, watchful, faithful Christian. His conscience 
was as tender as '^ the apple of an ^e." He continued to 
guard against ease and slothfulness. These he feared and 
avoided as he would a serpent. He seened afraid of him- 
self. He speaks of being wellnigh swept from his moorings 
and carried off with the current. But no one ever saw, 
during this time, any thing in his life or conversation that 
in the remotest degree indicated the slightest wavering in 
his course. The fact is, he was extremely jealous of him- 
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self, and often condemned hhnself, and wrote bitter things 
of himself, when, to the most scrutinizing eve, he pre- 
sented an example as nearly blameless as could W expected 
from any human being. But his standard was high, and 
he saw defects that escaped the eyes of others. 

He went to the Conference held for that year, in the 
montii of February, in the city of Eichmond, Virginia, 
and was appointed to the Mecklenburg circuit, where we 
shall pursue his life and labours in the dext chapter. 



CHAPTER VL 

MECKLENBUEG AND GREENSVILLE CIRCUITS. 

1830 AND 1S31. 

Early at his work — His labour — Revival — Letter to Mr. Claiborne 
— His habits and temper of mind — Influence — Successful year — 
Goes to Conference — Is appointed to the Greenville circuit — Rev. 
R. G. Bass his colleague — Walks round his (Arcuit — His reasons for 
it — Difficulties on the circuit — Attends Conference — Is appointed to 
the Buckingham circuit. 

"\yiTH his usual promptitude, Mr. Childs hastened to 
his circuit immediately on the adjournment of the Con- 
ference. The Mecklenburg circuit then embraced a very 
large district of country lying on the north side of the 
Roanoke river, and comprehending parts of Nottoway, 
Prince Edward, and Charlotte counties, with nearly the 
whole of Lunenburg and Mecklenburg. Nearly every day 
of the whole four weeks included in the tour of the circuit 
was filled with an. appointment. Mr. Childs's health was 
not very firm, and yet he punctually met his appointments. 
He, perhaps, did not have sufficient regard to his health 
in this matter. It was of but little concem to him how 
the weather might be — his appointments must not be ne- 
glected. Through rain and snow, and cold and heat, he 
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pressed on ; and scarcely ever failed to reach an appoint- 
ment in due time. His punctuality in this regard was 
remarkable. The people of the respective neighbourhoods 
of his appointments knew that he would certainly be pre- 
sent, unless providentially hindered, and that he would 
commence the religious services at the time appointed. 
The consequence was, he rarely ever failed to have a con- 
gregation assembled at the. hour at which he had given 
previous notice he might be expected to preach. 

On the Mecklenburg circuit, as on those which he had 
travelled the two preceding years, he had, at first, to com- 
bat some prejudices which his unusual strictness excited. 
In the class-room, he went into a searching examination 
of his members, for the purpose of ascertaining, as clearly 
as he might be able, the state of piety among his people. 
The cold and formal he exhorted to increased diligence in 
the use of the means of grace ; the worldly-minded he ad- 
monished and reproved ; the light and trifling he rebuked ; 
the erring he laboured to reclaim. Some felt a little 
chafed and irritated at his couf se — some complained ; but 
this did not change his course. Steadily he pursued his 
work, and, in a very short time, his influence began to be 
felt, and the happy results were everywhere manifest. He 
preached in the most heart-searching manner, and then 
followed up the exhortations and instructions of the pulpit 
by private appeals and per«onal admonitions. He visited 
from house to house, spending a few hours with each family, 
reading the word of God and praying with the household. 
He sought out the sick and infirm, and ministered to their 
wants, temporal and spiritual, as his means and other cir- 
cumstances would allow. No part of his duty as a preacher 
of the everlasting gospel and a minister of a holy religion 
was omitted. He was truly '^ instant in season, out of 
season,'' and wherever he went he left the savour of a 
holy influence and a godly example. The people every- 
where <' took knowledge of him that he had been with 
Jesus.*' 

We are dependent, almost exclusively, upon personal 
recollections of Mr. Ghilds for all that we know of the 
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> Thx fcflowiAg Blbgraphj has been prepared at 

^ the BOggestion of the friends of the deoeased, and 
with an earnest desire to do gooi by its publication. 
If it shall meet With a fayonrable reception, and the 
publisher fthi^ find the sale of it profitable, then the 
^ widow Mid diildren of the deceased wiH be allowed a 
^ suitable remuneration for the copyright* Since the 
sum which the widow will reeeive for the copyright 
depends upon the sale of the book, we hope that a 
gmxerous public will give it a cordial reception. 

The author has no interest whatever in the pro- 
ceeds of the sale ; these are, in part at least, to 
accrue to Mr. Childs's family, for whose benefit, so 
far as a peouniary consideration is concerned, it has 
been prepared. But the main object has been to do 
goodj by laying before the public the life' of one of 
the holiest men that has ever liyed. 

In the preparation of this work, the author has, 
in some instances, been at a loss for material to 

supply certain connecting links in the chain of 



i- 




6 PUSFAOBr 

eyents making up the life of the subject of this 
Memoir ; but he has done the best he conld with the 
materials in hand, and has chosen rafjier to present 
certain portions of his life in a disjointed manner, 
than to supply the coimection from the imaginationi 
or from misatisfactory sources of information^ 

The author takes this occasion to acknowledge his 
indebtedness to Mrs. E* B. JEarlj/y of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, wife of the RevC John Early, D. D., for her 
kindness in collecting 'material tor the biography, 
and in arranging Mr. Childs's correspondence for 
publication. 

The book has been prepared under the pressure 
of bodily afflictions, and amid frequent interruptions 
from various causes ; but, as the great object of the 
author has been to do good, and not to gain celebrity 
in authorship, it is now submitted to the public with- 
out any other concern than that which arises from 
the desire that it may prove successfid in the mission 
on which it is sent. 

Thb Authob* 

NoBiouE, Yirg^nia, Ajpril 1, 1852. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTBODUOTORT. 

AdTUilBgw of biography — Eflpeeially religioiu biogn^phy — An mooubI 
of the genenl habits of Mr. Childa — ^A doaeriptioii of his poraon and 
Banners — ^Sztraot of a lettar from Mrs. Childs. 

BiooaAPHY ia attractiDg a yery large share of atten- 
tion in the present day. Some of the best writers of the 
age have devoted their pens to this department of litera- 
ture. The illttstriooa dead of past generatiqps have been 
summoned again to the stage of life, to teaoh the living 
by their example, to instract by their wisdom, and to 
warn by their errors. This is well. It is meet that the 
principles, the sayinn, and the reoorded sentiments of 
the departed should be rescued from the wave of time 
that b^us them to oUiyion, and preserved in such a form 
as shall render them sources of useful instruction to fu- 
ture generations. It admits of a doubt whether any de- 
partment of literature is exerting so great an amount of 
influence upon the formation of character, as biography. 
The young are fond of the lives of those who have dia- 
« tinguished themselves in the cabinet, the field, the forum, 

the studio, and the pulpit There is no class of books 
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soaghir after with 'greater ayiditj, or read with greater 
eagerness^ than memoirs, remaiDB, hiographical sketches, 
and extended lives of those not unknown to fame. Thou- 
sands of the youths of our own and of other lands hare 
been stimulated to Tigorous effort, in their exertions to 
obtain an education, by the example of a Franklin. Men 
of letters and science haye been nerved for study by the 
recorded habits of thought and investigation of a Newton 
and a Leibnitz. Ambitious young men have been urged 
forward in the pursuit of military fame by the lives of 
such men as Washington, Alexander, Bonaparte, and Tay- 
lor. While thousands upon thousands, in the church, 
have felt the influence of the published biographies of 
such men as the sainted Fletcher, the learned Whitby, 
the pious Henry, and the critical Dr. Adam Clarke, in 
leading them to a more patient study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to more laborious and self-sacrificing efforts to 
make known to the world the rich and inexhaustible trea- 
sures of knowledge contained in the sacred word. There 
is yet another class of persons whose lives have exerted 
a still more widely extended influence upon the great 
masses of the ministry and laity of the church, and upon 
the world, than any yet mentioned. We allude to such 
men as Henry Martyn, Brainerd, Legh Bichmond, Car- 
vosso, David Stoner, Harlan Page, Samuel Hick, and John 
Howard ; and such women as Mrs. Fletcher, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Fry, Sarah Martin, and others of a similar type of charac- 
ter, whose lives have led hundreds of thousands of men 
and women to habits of closer communion with God, to 
plans of more extended usefulness, and to more indomi- 
table energy and untiring zeal in their labours for the 
universal diffusion of gospel light and truth in all the 
world. 

The benefits, therefore, resulting from biography can be 
neither few nor small. The State derives advantages from 
.the lives of wise and far-seeing statesmen, whose views of 
state policv are enlarged and sound, and from the biogra- 
phies of able and profound jurists, who have devoted the 
study of many years' to the intricacies of the law. The 
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lugber deptrtments of literature derive benefit from tbe 
life-pictiires of men eminent for learning, drawn by skilful 
bands. In a word, all tbe departments of soeiety embraced 
in die learned professions, tbe meobanical arts, the com- 
merdal and agricnltoral pnrsnits of life, receive immense 
benefit from biography. Lessons of patience under pain- 
ful reverses of fcMtune; lessons of courage in tbe midst 
of appalling difficulties and discouragements; lessons of 
resignation under bereavement, and lessons of fortitude 
under tbe trials and dangers incident to our probation in 
this worid, may all be learned from tbe histories of those 
who have trod the path of life before us. 

While it is profitable and proper, therefore, that the 
lives of men should be preserved for the benefit of the 
State, and lor the advancement of learning, and for the 
improvement of the arts, it is especially proper that they 
ebould be imbedied in a permanent form for the benefit 
of the ehuieh. The lives of great reformers have their 
use, Boeh as Luther, Knox, and Wesley; the lives of 
leaned theologians, such as Arminius, Galviui Stackhonse, 
WatsoB, Hall^ and Dwight ; the lives of able and eloquent 
preachers and expounders of the word in the pulpit^ sneh 
as Basoom, Chalmers, MoCheyne, Summerfield, and others 
of the same class. But still there is that other dass of 
persons refinred to above, whose lives are no less valuable 
to the church than those to whom we have just alluded. 
We mean that dass of men and women who may rather 
be denominated good and u»/ul than learned^ brilliant, 
and profound. They are found in the laity as well as in 
the ministry of all the churches. They are such as have 
been eminoit for piety, for fidth and good works; such 
as have displayed more than ordinary leal for the jpxomo- 
tion <^ Ood's cause on earth ; such as have thought but 
little of themselves, hnmble, laborious, experimentu Chris- 
tians, who have made the world better for having had a 
residence in it. While the lives of others may have a 
tendency to make great m^ these have a tendency to 
make giDod and nsefol men. These latter send out an in- 
fluence fw Ood and bis cause, all along the quiet^ seques- 
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tcred walks of life. There is a more suitable adaptation in 
the modes of thinking, habits of life, and style of expres- 
sion in this class of persons to the great masses of society, 
than in any other. There is a sympathy and a fellowship 
of feeling and sentiment peculiarly favourable to useful- 
ness. Eternity alone can reveal the extent of the good 
accomplished by the lives, actual and written, of such men 
of God. 

We maintain that not only the lives of ministers of the 
class to which we now refer, but the lives also of many of 
the lay members of our churches, should be written and 
preserved for the benefit of the church. The Bible sanc- 
tions it. It contains a record, brief, to be sufc, of the ex- 
traordinary piety of those who occupied the humble walks 
of life. These aie preserved as models for our imitation. 
They, being dead, yet speak. No more valuable contribu- 
tion can be made to our Sabbath-school and religious cir- 
culating libraries than the religious biographies of active, 
useful, and deeply pious members of the church. No one 
can even conjecture what amount of good would result 
from the written every-day walk and conversation of too 
many who are permitted to pass away without any lasting 
memorial of their exalted worth. The life of a single 
faithful das»4e€tder might, at this time^ produce the hap- 
piest results among the membership of ^ the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. It is hoped that the thoughts to which 
we have given utterance may draw the attention of ttte 
church more fully to this subject. 

We have taken in hand to lay before the reader the 
life of one of the holiest and purest men that it has ever 
been our good fortune to know. We will not say that he 
was without an infirmity er imperfection. What mortal 
ever was ? But his whole life was, perhaps, as free from 
those blemishes which ordinarily mar the symmetry and 
beauty of the characters of the best of men, as any man's 
who has lived in modern times — ^nay, perhaps, in any age 
of the world. This is saying a great deal. It may, in- 
deed, startle the reader who has heard but little or nothing 
of the man whose life we are about to write. But hold^ 
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till his life and ilbe end of his lifd are before you, and then 
say whether we have made an exaggerated or unwarranted 
statement. In the examination of his life and character^ 
we shall be especially struck with the singular oonsistenot 
of his conduct with his acknowledged prificiples of action ; 
^ and with the extreme and scrupiUous Conscientiousness 
of the man, in every act of his life, both great and small. 
We «hall see that the Bible was his nUe of conduct in 
evory thing ; and that he was always willing sooner to give 
up the dearest objects of his affections, or to suffer any 
priyation oi life, than to consent, for a moment, to any 
thing, however trivial it might appear to others, which his 
own consdenoe disapproved o^ he believed the word of 
Gad condemned. 

It was a pri^kge of no ordinary value to enjoy his ao- 
quuntance and society ; for no one could long be in his 
company without feeling the influence of his piety. His 
manner, conversation, and spirit were eminently adapted 
to impress the mind of every one with the conviction that 
he had been with Jesus. 

Rev, Jokn Wedey Childs was an extraordinary man; — 
not in mental endowments; not in the highest gifts of 
eloquence and oratory; not in varied and erudite scholar- 
ship ; nor was he what is commonly called a genius; — and 
yet he was a most remarkable man. Remarkable for his 
deep and influential piety; for his habitual communion 
with God ; for his profound humility ; for his self-denial 
and devotion to his Master's work ; and especially for his 
consistency and conscientiousness. We repeat, that he was 
the most scrupulously conscientious man we have ever 
known ; and we very much doubt whether any one ever 
obeyed the behests of the inward monitor with more uni- 
formity than did this singularly good man. In all things 
he laboured '^ to keep a conscience void of offence towards 
God and man." And in the development of his history, 
we shall find a number of incidents and facts illustrative 
of this trait of his character. 

Some^ we doubt not, will be disposed to think that he 
carried his conscientious scruples too far — ^that he was 
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tender and carefol in relation to some things widoh Aoald 
not liave been dignified with the importance whiek he at- 
tached to them. But it will be seen that he conld no4 
have been happy had he not obeyed the dictates of his 
own conscience. 

There were some things in relation to which he differed 
from his brethren in the ministry ; and yet he always en- 
tertained the kindest feelin^^ towards those with whom he 
differed. He was firm in the maintenance of his opinions^ 
but never lost sight of the respect that was due to an 
adversary. 

He was, for the most part; a silent member of the con- 
ference ; and yet he was always in his place^ and never 
inattentive to the business, even in the detail of the pro- 
oeedings. There he sat, solemn and serious, with his 
memorandum in his hand, carefully noting down every 
thing of interest ; but scarcely ever spoke a word on any 
question of debate. 

Mr. Childs left a good impression wherever he went. 
In every family which he visited he left behind him an 
influence that told happily upon the lives of the inmates. 
There was something in his meek and affectionate manner, 
and even in the tone of his voice, that. never failed to im- 
press every one who was thrown in contact with him. His 
presence often excited a kind of awe and reverence in the 
minds of all who knew any thing of his manner of life. 

There have been but few men, in any age of the church, 
who have regularly spent as much time in private devotion 
as did Mr. Childs. We have no means of ascertaining 
certainly how many hours of each day he ordinarily spent 
in secret prayer, accompanied with the reading of the 
Scriptures ; but we have often been with him when we 
have noticed something like the following order in his de- 
votions for several days in succession, and we have been 
informed by those who knew him best, that it was the uni- 
form course and habit of his life. Wo have known him to 
rise at four o'clock in the morning, partially make his 
toilet, and then take his Bible and kneel at a chair near a 
table or stand on which his light was placed, and there 
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oooAitie ill eunesl aeoret pnjer for a oonadmble taigth 
of tuM^ boooming ooouio&«llY tnt^ muoh eng»god aod ex- 
died. Then he would open his Bible and read, takinff the 
Soriptores in regular OEraer, OTery few moments aumbly 
asking God for light upon the IHyine word. Sometimes 
he would take Mr. Wesley's notes, a oopj of. which he 
always had al hand, and consult them upon the portions 
of »»riptare before him. And thus he would continue 
until he had gone through his aUotment of chapters for 
the morning. Then he would aoain engage in silent, se- 
cret prayer, spending ^togeUier Irom one to two hours in 
this exercise. He would then arise from his knees, finish 
his toilet; after which he usually made his entry in his 
piyate diary, generally writing nom six to ten or a doien 
linea. He would then return to his private deyotions for 
a short time ; after which he arose from his knees and 
commenced his regular course of study or reading for the 
day, which he pursued till he was called to family prayers. 
He ordinarily remained with the family then till break- 
fruit, conversing on some profitable subject : after breakfast 
he immediately retired to his room, where he spent a while 
in private prayer, rarely ever less than fifteen or twenty 
minutes, and very often at least half an hour. Then again 
he went to his books, or to his writing, which he pursued, 
with occasional intermissions for prayer, till time to go to 
his appointment; not, however, without first praying with 
the fiunily in which he was stajring. On his way to 
church, when his time would allow it, he would frequently 
stop at houses upon the road, step in, speak to the family 
on the subject of rcdigion, and propose <'a word of prayer." 
Kneeling down, he would sometimes pray with great fer« 
vour and power, and often leave the gratefdl and astonished 
franily bathed in tears, pronouncing blessings upon the 
kind stranger/ who seemed to have so much of we spirit 
of that Divine Being who ''went about doing good.'' On 
his arrival at the church, if in a forest, he usually retired 
to some secluded and quiet spot, beneath the overarching 
trees, where he spent a short time in prayer befiure going 
into the place of public wturship. He then conducted the 
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Berviees, soaroely ever fmling to give an iHTitation to 
seekers of religion to designate themselves as sncli ; and if 
any were present^ he always spent some time with them in 
singing and prayer^ and often rejoioed over their conver- 
sion before he left. At the elose of the services he would 
f go home with the person who seemed to need him most; 
and when dinner was over, he usually proposed to unite 
with the family in prayer around the table ; and there he 
poured out his soul in thanksgivings for the mercies re- 
ceived, and in earnest supplications for the favour of God 
to the faihily ; and very often, on such occasions, he would 
pray for each member of the family by name, asking for 
Ihem such blessings aa their various ages, circumstances, 
and relations in life seemed to indicate they needed most. 
He would then retire to his room and spend from fifteen 
minutes to half an hour in private prayer, accompanied 
with the reading of a few passaees of the Scriptures. And 
then again, about the time of the evening twilight, in the 
holy calm and hush of that serene and silent hour, he 
always spent some time in secret calling upon Qod. This 
seemed to be the period in which he most enjoyed his de- 
votions. Sometimes his full soul would overrun with hcdy 
joy, which he could not suppress; and heaven itself, at 
such times, << seemed let down with a strange; bewildering 
splendour'' around him, in these sweet and hallowed mo- 
ments of communion with God. Directly after supper and 
family worship, he usually retired to his room, where he 
spent his time till nine o'clock — ^which was his hour for 
sleep— -upon his knees, in prayer and reading the Scrip- 
tures. This was his uniform course of life. When he 
spent a^hole day in the same family, he generally, in ad- 
dition to the morning and evening family worship, called 
together the members of the family about the house, and 
conducted prayer about the middle of the day. It is fairly 
to be presumed that he spent at least from three to four 
hours of each day upon his knees in private devotion, in 
addition to the public prayers which he held in the church 
and in families. He fasted every Tuesday and Friday of 
each week ; and very often abstained from animal food for 
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seyend months together. He rtiely OTer indulged in des- 
sert; always wore cheap and plain clothing, and was som- 
pcdonslj careful that his ^iinuly should not indulge in the 
£uhions or amusements of the world. He was crucified to 
the world. He was dead to the world. Nothing that he 
conceived to be wrong was ever suffered to pass in his 
presence without a suitable reproof. This he idwajs took 
care to administer in the mildest and kindest manner; but 
still with such a spirit as fiuitened it upon the conscience. 
Gayetj of apparel^ and especially decorations of the person, 
he never spared. H^ talked many a ring from the fingers 
of worldly-minded professors of religion, and stripped many 
a bonnet of its arUfidal flowers. He has even been known 
to refuse to distribute the elements to communicants at 
the J/xrd'a table until they would remove the rings from 
their fingers. And yet the subjects of his reproofii were 
but seldom, if ever, offended with him. His own life was 
so consistent, while his manner of reproof was so affection* 
ate, and so fdl of the words which the Holy Ghost teaeh- 
eth, that no one could easily resist his appeals under reproof. 
He often mads persons fall out with themtdvet — ^rarely 
ever with him. 

In person, Mr. Childs was a good-lookinff man. He was 
full six feet in height, la^te frame, and well proportioned ; 
rather light eomplezion ; black eyes, and dark hair. His 
abstemious habits and deHcate health gave him, for the 
most part, a pale and rather cadaverous nee. There was, 
indeed, a singular and remarkablei expression of counte- 
nance. It ?ras that expression with wmch pure thoughts, 
deep spiritual meditation, and holy communion with God 
invest '< the human &ce divine/' it was somethinjj^ rather 
unearthly. Every one was struck with the sanctity and 
heavenly-mindedness of that &ce. He stood erect; and 
in the pulpit he was always solemn— deeply solemn. His 
appearance in that sacred place never fiiued to impress a 
congreffation. His voice was slender, and yet strong. 
In pathetic appeal the tones were peculiarly touching. 
His gait was serious, and yet not slow or sli^msh. What- 
ever he did, he performed with his might. & was always 
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emplojed; never triffin|^ employed. He observed me- 
thod in every thing. He possessed pleasant social qnali- 
ties ; bnt soarcely ever spent more than an honr at a time 
in company, ua indulged sparingly in anecdote; and, 
although he frequently smiled, he rarely ever laughed. 
His apparel was always very plain, but exceedingly neat. 
With him, ^' cleanliness was next to godliness/' He was 
even in his tamper, and waa never excited on any subject 
except the subject of religion. 

We hwre thus introduced to the reader in advance, and 
of design, a general view of the life and character of the 
man whose biogn^hy we are about more fully and in de- 
tail to submit to the public. Some may have taken up the 
impression, from what we have stated, that he was slightly 
tinged with asceticism; others that he was ^'righteous 
over much ;" while others may be ready to regard him as 
an enthusiast. Let us calmly examine his life in the light 
of his own motives and intentions, and suspend judgment 
in the premises until we shall have seen the close. One 
who knew him best, the pious and devoted partner of six- 
teen years of his life, thus speaks of him — ^^ I can say, 
after sixteen years' acquaintance with him, he came nearer 
being Vk perfect mem than any one I ever saw. Since his 
departure^ I have reviewed his Jife in every relation, and 
compared it with the requirements of Q-od's word, and, so 
fiur as I can see, it comes up to those requirements in every 
retpect," In another letter ^e writes as follows : — ^^ Af- 
ter our marriage, h^ frequently told me that if he ever 
seemed to neglect me, not to attribute it to any want of 
affection; for," says she, ''when engaged in his work, 
every thing else was lost to his mind ; so great was his 
desire to be found of Ood as a fiuthful workman. I have 
often been with him at his meetings," she continues, '' when 
his arrangements would be made to leave as soon as the 
services were over, for the neighbourhood of his next ap- 
pointment. But he would seem to forget all, and labour 
on until four or five o'clock in the afternoon, without re- 
spite or refreshment. He seemed to forget that he was 
mortal. I have sometimes ventured to tell him he aught 
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to take some rest. His reply invsriably was, ^Not HUIrest 
in the grave.' Daring the last two years of his life^ I have 
often diooght he seemed to be Ujing to see how much he 
oonld crowd into each hour. He preached more, &sted 
more, and visited more. As to reading and prayer, when 
at home, there was no room for amendment ; for his life 
was prayer. He was never moved in spirit by any of the 
incidents connected with domestic affairs. If at any time 
any thing disagreeable occurred, he instantly resorted to 
prayer. There was ever that same meek and quiet spirit 
at home as abroad. A kinder husband or father never 
lived.'' Such is the testimony of one who was intimately 
acquainted with his private walks, and who knew more 
of his habitual spirit and temper than any other person 
living. 

From the foregoing glances at his life, the reader will 
be prepared for the fiuther and more, minute details of his 
history, derveloping more fully his extraordinary devotion 
to the cause of Cmrist; his unceasing and superabundant 
labours; his undbating leal for the suvation of souls; his 
rigid self-denial; his deadness to the world; his singular 
confidence in the providenoe of (}od, and his uniform con* 
sistency till the end of his days. The Lord, of his mercy, 
grant tiiat the perusal of the following pages may be made 
a UesBong to the reader. 
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CHAFTEB IL 

HIS KABLT BOTHOOD. 

HU birth—Parentage— Early edaoaiion— Habiti and temper— Goes to 
Georgetown to live— Letter from Rer. William MoEenney, giving 
an aooonnt of him while an inmate of his family — ^Hie return home. 

John Weslet Childs was born in Calvert coenty, 
Maryland, in the year of oar Lord 1800. He was the 
third son of the Bev. John, and Margaret Childs, both of 
whom were deeply pious and active members of the 
Methodist Episcopal ChnrcL His fitther was a travelling 
minister in connection with the Baltimore Conference at 
the time of his marriage ; but within a year or two there- 
after he located, and tamed his attention to farming, which 
he parsa^ antil 1816, when he was readmitted into the 
conference and continaed to travel antil his death, which 
occaired in 1829. He was a man of sterling piety, and 
of aseful gifts as a minister of oar holy religion. Mrs. 
Childs'a nmiden name was Adams. She was of an old and 
inflaential Methodist funily of Fairfax coanty, Virginia* 
Her father, the Bev. Wesley Adams, was one of the first 
Methodists in that part of the conntiy, and was, for many 
years, a looal minister of high respectability and extensive 
asefulness. Two or three of his sons sustained the same 
relation to the church ; one of whom, though far advanced 
in years, is still labouring as a minist^ in one of the 
Southern States. Mrs. Chuds was a woman of fine sense, 
and was remarkable for her self-sacrificing spirit and deep 
devotion to the cause of God. As a mother, she under- 
stood her duty and responsibility; and most constantiy 
and untiringly did she labour to discharge the whole mea- 
sure of obligation devolving upon her in this relation of 
life. Never was a child blessed with better parents than 
was the subject of this biographical sketch. 
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In the year 1802, wbile John Wesley was but an infant, ' 
his father moved to Fairfax county, in the State of Vir- 
ginia^ where he oontinued to carry on his farming opera- ' ' 
tions, still exercising his ministerial function as circum- 
stances seemed to demand. His children were brought 
up •& the farm^ in habits of industry and economy. But 
amid the temporal cares which hecessarilj occupied the 
parent's mind, the spiritual welfare of bis children was 
never forgotten. He did not permit himself to be so en- 
grossed with the questions '' What shall we eat, and what 
shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed?" as 
to disregard the higher claims which his family had upon 
him for spiritual pyovkion. Morning and evening the 
whole household were summoned around the family altar, 
and a portion of time was consecrated to religious services. 
The reading of the Holy Scriptures, singing the praise of 
God, and prayer, formed the devotional exercises in family 
worship. .Jn the absence of the father, the mother or some 
other member of the family conducted the services. What- 
ever .else was neglected, domestic Wbrship was not; nor 
was it passed over hastily and carelessly, but with becom- 
ing solemnity as in the presence of God, and with direct 
reference to his glory and the salvation of the family. 

In the year 1810, Mrs. Childs died, and left the entire 
parental oversight of the children to the father. Most of 
the children, however, were at that time grown up to ma- 
turity ; so that the burden was comparatively light. And 
so well instructed were the daughters in household duties, 
that they were prepared at once to take the management 
of the younger children and of domestic affairs in their 
own hands. 

At an early age, John Wesley commenced his element- 
ary education under the tuition of his uncle, the Rev. 
Wesley Adams, at that time a local minister in the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church. Under the instruction of this 
holy and amiable man, the moral feelings of the lad were 
properly developed as well as his intellect. The exercises 
of the -school were opened and closed with prayer. The 

Bible was the principal text-book. God was acknowledged 

a 
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in all things. And^ as might natnit^y be expected, the 
influence of this teacher was great with his pupils. Es^e- 
.cially was it so with the meek and gentle little Wtsley. 
He saw every thing in his pious uncle to admire and imi- 
tate. His mind was susceptible of impressions from such 
an example ; and till the day of his death he had occn^ion 
to thank God for so judicious, godly, aad exemplary a 
guide and instructor of his youth. We entertain no dojibt 
that the extraordinary cast of his life took complexion from 
those more * than ordinarily pious persons with whom he 
was surrounded in his boyhood ; and perhaps no one did 
more, by the quiet but irresistible force of example, t^ give 
proper direction to the current of tl^ought and feeling wMch 
ran through his whole history, than did the man who had 
charge of his early training in letters. 

At the early age of twelve or thirteen years, his father 
sent him to live with the Rev. William McKenney, at that' 
time an extensive merchant in Georgetown^ in the District 
of Columbia. 

Up to this period «f his life, the only thing worthy of 
note is the habitual seriousness and gravity that charac- 
terized his deportment. He indulged but sparingly, if at 
all, in the ordinary amusements and sports of boys of his 
age. He seemed to prefer the society of persons beyond 
his years, and always manifested a singular interest in re- 
ligious subjects. He has often been heard to say that he 
never disobeyed his parents in any thing, great or small, 
and that he never knowingly uttered a falsehood. Strange 
to say, he was exceedingly fond of his Bible at this tender 
age, a copy of irhich he always kept at hand. His bro- 
thers, who were of a less sedate turn of mind than himself, 
jeeringly called him a preacher, while he was but a boy ; 
but this neither irritated him nor caused him to change 
his course of conduct. He prayed as regularly as any 
Christian, and was as attentive to the preaching of the 
word and other religious duties as if he had been a mem- 
ber of the church. 

The Rev. William McKenney is still alive, and is at 
present a chaplain in the United States Navy. In answer 
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to a letter addressedi to hiniy asking for a written statement 
of his reoolleotions of the spirit, temper, habits, &o. &o. of 
John Wesley, while he lived in his family, we have th^ 
foUowing, which cannot £ul to interest the reader : — 

Norfolk, Virgjaia. 
DsAB BrotObr : — ^Yonr letter requesting me to famish 
yon with such incidents in the life of the late John Wesley 
Childs as I might- be able to remember, while he was an 
inmate of my fiunily in his boyhood, has been received. 
Bat so many years have elapsed since he was temporarily 
vnder my care, and so mimy changes, storms, and tem- ' 
peslSy on the land and on tne deep blue sea, have over- 
taken me since that time, that I am almost sore my remi- 
niscences of him will ba imperfect and vexy few. However, 
such as I can r^coUect^ by bmshing np my memory, are 
at yoor service. 

- Jfoother Childs came firom a good stock — a fiunily well 
known and highly appreciated for their deep*toned, experi- 
mental, and praoticHd piety. The father was a fidthfdl 
minister of the gospel in connection with the Methodist 
Episcopal Chnnm; %nd, although his talente were not 
adorned with the tmsel of modern rhetorical flonrish, they 
were exactly of thai order which suited the people and the 
times, and enabled him to portray, in the simplicity <^ 
gospel sincerity, the leading cardinal doctrines of oar holy 
religion — ^repentance towards Gk)d, and faith in our Lord 
Jesos Christ; the reeenerating power of the Holy Ghos^ 
and a life of practical piety. The mother, so &r as I can 
recollect, was all that snch a husband could ask — deeply 
pious, unassunuBg, £uthful in all her duties — strong in 
her attachments, and truly devoted to the best interests of 
her husband and children. Indeed, &ther and mother, 
husband and wife, seem to have caught and retained the 
spirit of their near neighbour and still nearer relation, the 
Kev. W. Waters — a man, a Christian, and a minister of 
unsurpassed excellence. This holy man was among the 
first native American Methodists ; and was, no doubt, of 
incalculable service to the truly apostolic Bishop Asbury 
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in his sublime efforts to train up a people and a dmrch in 
these, then called, western wilds^ npon the platform and 
jnodel of the primitive apostolic churches. Hovwell he 
succeeded we all kuow ; and, although it may seem a little 
out of the way, I will state, for the sake of its truth, so far 

'as it goes, that a leading, prominent, and distinguished 
minister of the Protestant Episcopal Chnreh, in the city 
of New York, said to me, in his own house, probably eigh< 
teen years ago, '^ Your church, sir, is cerlainly, in regard 
to yonr manner of employing your ministers, sending them 
out in pairsy or two and two, more apostolic than any other 

' church/' Might he not have Admitted, with equal truth, 
that the doctrines and discipline of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church are equally as apostolic as her manner of em- 
ploying ministers ? All this, however, by the way. 

Often has it been my privilege to hear Father Waters, 
even after age had so obscured his vision that he could not 
distinguish in his congregation the features of his most 
beloved and intimate Iriends, pouring forth, in strains oi 
deep, impassioned, and scriptural eloquence, the fullness 
of his soul, while explaining, enforciog, and glorying in the 
precious jdoctrines of the cross — salvation by feiith, holiness 
of heart, and integrity of life. Unlike too^many ministers 
of modem date, who too often aim at ^eat things and 
make great displays of oratorical flourish ; who elevate the 
cross of Christ to make themselves the more conspicuous; 
and who, as a necessary consequence, utterly fail, and leave 
their hearers as bacren o£ spiritual comfort as the withered 
fig-tree was of fruit — ^he n%?er failed. He always hit the 
nail on the head, and drove it home. He always fed his 
flock with the richest gospel food. The babe in Christ, 
the young men and Others, had each his suitable portion 
in due season. He was always ready, and always good ; 
so that it was commonly said of him, ^^JBe is real bacon and 
cabbage/^ a dish well known, and not lightly esteemed, in 
the South, and one always in season and at hand. 

Can it, then, be a matter of surprise or wonder that one 
80 favoured as was our lamented brother Childs, with such 
parents as his were, and such a patriarchal leader and guide 
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of the whole neighbourhood and ikmily circle m Falbher 
Waters, should have been a youth of more than ordinary 
sedatenessi humility, and fidelity ? He was well trained, 
and that training received the impress of permanent at- 
tachment to all the beauties of truthfulness, simplicity of 
manners, obedience to parents, and reverence for age, nrom 
the preaching and example of his venerable uncle, Father 
Waters. 

When young" Wesley Childs became an inmate of my 
family, I resided in Georgetown, District of Columbia, and 
was largely engaged in mercantile operations. My high 
respect for his parents and 4eep veneration for his uncle, 
although I did not need his services, induced me to take 
him into my counting-room. How long he remained with 
me I cannot now remember ; though I never shall forget, 
that, during the whole time he was with me, his conduct 
was without reproach. He was always cheerful, obedient, 
and faithful; and was, without doubt, one of the most 
scrupulously conscientious youths I ever saw. I never had 
cause, as weU as I now remember, to give him one single 
rebuke. He was treated by myself and fiunily as one of 
our own children, and most tenderly and affectionately did 
he return our love. During the time he stayed with me, 
I was rearing one of my younger brothers. Wesley and 
he were like David and Jonathan. My brother was lively 
and cheerful ; and, like others of his age and temperament, 
was quite fond of what boys still call fun. There was 
nothing, however, in his sportive sallies approximating vice. 
He loved a good joke, and so did Wesley, who, with all 
his natural demureness, would now and then venture to 
crack one ; and whenever he did so, it was well done. In 
the fiunily circle, as I have already intimated, Wesley 
was all that could be expected or desired for one of his 
age. He was a regular attendant on the public ministry 
of the word, and was equally prompt in his attendance on 
domestic worship around my fiunily altar. He indulged 
in no pleasure-trips on the Sabbath, except, to him, as it 
will always be to all loving and dutiful children, the very 
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great pleasure of an occasional yisit to his parents^ distant 
about seven miles from Georgetown. 

At the time the city of Washington and the District of 
Columbia were attacked by the British army and navy in 
1814^ under the command of General Boss and Admiral 
Cockbum, I was engaged^ as an officer of the district mili- 
tia^ in aiding to make the necessary preparations to resist 
the threatened attack upon our national capital and the 
firesides of our families, and was necessarily much absent 
from my family and business. My store j^as left in the 
hands of my brother and young Wesley ; and faithfully 
did they watch my property and interests until the disas- 
trous results of the final encounter with the enemy, which 
left the city and Georgetown at their mercy. They then, 
sharing in the general panic of the citizens, fled, as they 
supposed for their lives, into Fairfax county, taking with 
them, among other moneys, a ten-dollar bank-note, which 
I had laid aside as counterfeit. This, with other moneys 
in their possession, they spent in settling up any business 
in their hands. I mention this for a special reason, which 
you will presently see. When the militia of the District 
were mustered out of the United States' service, I found 
my business so deranged and broken up, that I at once 
determined to close my store ; consequently I had no need 
of any other assistance than I could command in my own 
family. Hence, my young friend was not called back. 
He, however, often visited me, and was always received 
with every mark of kindness and affection. The impres- 
sions made upon my mind by his amiable and upright 
conduct while he was with me have never been effaced, 
and never will. I loved him as a lad ; I have loved him 
ever since, till the day of his death, as a man, a Christian, 
and a Christian minister. 

Having removed from the District of Columbia in 1824, 
I had lost sight of Wesley. Several years thereafter, I 
was most agreeably and unexpectedly surprised in meeting 
my former young friend in this city, a full-grown man, 
and a faithful minister of the Gospel. Whether at this 
interview or a subsequent one, I do not now remember, I 
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found the mind of Brother Childs somewhat trouhled, and 
he was not long in letting me know the cause. It seems 
that he had often been troubled about the supposed coun- 
terfeit ten-dollar bank-note which he and my brother had 
spent at the time and under the circumstances referred to 
above. He had often thought of it, and had ever felt the 
greatest anxiety to repair the damage fo the injured person 
to whom it was passed. '* Tell me what I shall do V said 
he. " What sluul you do V* said I ; "why, if you can find 
the injured person to whom it was passed, or any of his 
' kith or kin/ who has suffered thereby ; or, that being, in 
all human probability impossible, if you can find any per- 
son who receiyed the note for its supposed full value, it 
might, in that case, l>e your duty to replace it by a gen«- 
ine note. But as I think this about as impossible as it 
would be for you to find a needle lost thirty years ago in 
one of your Other's wheat-stacks, I advise you to banish 
the subject firom your mind, and rest content with a , 
consciousness of your integrity in the sight of Qod" 
This will serve to show the extreme sensitiveness of his 
conscience, even from his youth. Yon may feel at liberty 
to make any use of these recollections, very imperfectly 
thrown together, that you may deem proper. 
With high esteeem, 

I am truly yours, in Christian bonds, 

W. McKennet. 

The above impresses ns fayonrably with the early boy« 
hood of the subject of this biography. His habitual mild- 
ness, his docile spirit, his affectionate disposition, and his 
extreme conscientiousness are all apparent. And as the 
germ contains the future plant in embryo — or, as the un- 
developed bud contains the miniature flower which is to 
expand and bloom in fragrance and beauty — so do we see 
the man in the boy :-* 

" The ohUd is duller of the mn." 

He remained at his Other's seiseral months after leaving 
Georgetown. He was young, and the unsettled state of 
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the country seemed to shut him up to the farm. But the 
delicacy of his physical constitution, which seemed to dis- 
qualify him for agricultural pursuits, led his father to look 
out for him some other situation in life. What he should 
do was difficult to determine. The foot of the invader 
was still on our shores ; the blast of the war-trumpet was 
still echoing in the land ; the roar of artillery was still 
heard upon the field and booming over the waters ; but 
as hostilities began ta cease, and the pulse of commerce 
began again to throb, there was an opening for young 
Wesley to enter a business-house in the city of Bichmond, 
Virginia. The father did not long hesitate in placing him 
in this situation. His residence in Bichmond, with its 
attendant incidentfi, will form the subject of the next 
chapter. 



CHAPTEB ni. 

HIS RESIDENCE Iff RICHMOND. 

Goes to Richmond — ^Lives with William AlliBOtf, Esq. — ^His liabits — 
Associates — ^Awakening — Conyersion — Joins the church — Extract of 
a letter from Mrs. Ghilds — Spiritaal conflicts — ^Wellnigh becomes dis- 
couraged — Reconsecrates himself to God — Mrs. Allison's account of 
him — Painfully exercised on the subject of preaching — Leaves Rich- 
mond. 

Near the close of the last war with Great Britain, in 
the year 1814, the late William Allison, Esq., commenced 
business in Bichmond as a China merchant. Previous to 
his removal to Bichmond, he was engaged in mercantile 
pursuits ia the town of Alexandria, in the District of Co- 
lumbia; and during his residence in this latter-named 
place, the Bev. Mr. Chiids, father of Wesley, had made 
his acquaintance. He knew him to b6 a man of active, 
industrious business habits, a man of unshaken integrity, 
and a man of solid and genuine piety. He therefore did 
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not hesitate a moTuent, when the opportunity offered, to 
place his son under his care, and in his employment. Afr. 
Allison had a partner in business who was an irreligious 
and worldly-minded man; but it was understood that 
young Wesley was to be especially under the charge of 
Allison ; that he was to board with him, and associate with 
him as a companion. All this was settled in advance. 

In the latter part of the year 1814, young Wesley made 
his preparations to leave the parental roof again, to enter 
upon a new sphere of action. It was not without a strug- 
gle that he tore himself away from his mother's grave ai)d 
from all the fond and cherished endearments of home. 
He was next to the youngest of the sons ; and from his 
kind and affectionate disposition, his amiable and docile spi- 
rit, he had become the pet of the family. His sisters were 
devoted to him, and almost idolized him ; his fS^ther loved 
him, and his brothers and young companions were ten- 
derly attached to him. It was, therefore, a painful thing 
for them to give him up, and it was no less painful for 
him to leave the home of his youth and the spenes of his 
childhood. But his father was then making arrangements 
to enter again the travelling ministry ; his brothers and 
sisters were beginning to ^scatter and settle in life ; the 
family connections were breaking up ; and it was necessary 
for him to begin to prepare more fully for the active and 
responsible duties that awaited him. He repaired to Rich- 
mond, according to previous arrangements, and entered 
immediately upon business^ as a salesman in Mr. Allison's 
store. 

In Mr. Allison he fonnd a kind and judicious friend 
and counsellor. Ho made every allowance for his inex- 
perience ; fully appreciated his strict, conscientiousness, 
and did all that lay in his power to advance his spiritual 
as well as his temporal welfare. 

- Mr. Allison was, at that time, an unmarried man, and he 
therefore made John Wesley hn associate and companion. 
They ate together, slept together, walked and conversed to- 
gether, and were idmost inseparable. Mr. Allison was a man 
of uniform and consistent piety, and^ as might be antioi- 
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pated^ he was constantly making a deep religious impression 
upon the mind and heart of his youthful friend. The gentle- 
man who was in business with Mr. AUisoU; being an irreli- 
gious man, and somewhat averse to religion, was not at all 
prepared to appreciate the oonscientious scruples of young 
Ohilds. He regarded his extreme tenacity for truth and 
his exact hontsty in selling goods as mere affectation and 
an ov^r-scrupulous morality. The whole was but foolish 
fastidiousness in his estimation. The consequence was, 
he became an eyesore to tiiis member of the firm. This, 
however, did not sCffect the conduct of Mr. Allison toward 
the youth ; nor did it in the least change the habitually 
strict deportment of the young man himself. It was a 
matter of settled principle with him, even before kis con- 
version, " to deal justly*' with men, and at all hazards to 
preserve a good conscience in the sight of G-od. He would 
a thousand times sooner have sacrificed his situation than 
have surrendered this point. He was always attentive 
to business. Bising at an early hour, wasting no time in 
friv<ylous ajpusements, devoting his attention untiringly to 
the interests of his employers, he won the confidence and 
esteem of Mr. Allison, and commanded the reluctant re- 
spect of his partner in trade. ' He was cautious in select- 
ing his associates. Living as he did in a city where he 
was constantly surrounded with idlers ever ready to lead 
the unwary from the paths of virtue, he studiously avoided 
their company. He remembered the early lessons of a 
sainted mother, the parting advice of his father, and care- 
fully restrained his feet from the destructive haunts of 
vice. Fortunately for him, there were then living in 
flichmond two young men who were equally circumspect 
in their deportmeitt and careful as to their society as him- 
self. They still live. Both of them are extensive toer- 
chants— ^ne in Petersburg, and the other in Bichmond, 
Virginia — ^men who are worthy of any age, of any coun-" 
try, and of any chuifch — ^men who, in the ** sere and yellow 
leaf'' of life, are still reaping the fruits of their early 
habits, in the elevated positions which they occupy in the 
church of God; and in the communities in which they re- 
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spectiyely live. We allade to D'Aroy Paul and Samuel 
Putney. The subject of our biography was fortunate 
enough to have these youns men for his associates and 
companions in his youths ana precisely at that period of 
life and under those circumstances when he most stood in 
need of such associates. And these men now bear the 
highest testimony to the probity and integrity of John 
Wesley Childs at this part of his history. 

We have no means^f ascertaining at what period of his 
life he first became concerned upon the subject of his soul's 
salvation. It is, however, fiv{^ to be presumed that he 
scarcely knew himself. He was, from his earliest recol- 
lections, convinced of the truth of religion, and also of its 
necessity to makcf one happy in this life and in the life to 
oome« He had seen its effects upon the lives of many of 
his nearest and dearest friends and relatives. He had wit- 
nessed its power, when but a child, in the triumphs of his 
mother's closing-scene in earth. There was no particular 
time to which he could revert^ at which he received his 
convictions of the indispensable necessity of religion.- He 
was no skeptic. He bilieved the Bible, and was well 
instructed in it from his childhood. £very sermon he 
heard upon the subject of conversion deepened the impres- 
sions upon his mind, and he was constantly, in his own 
way, seeking to be a Christian. Pride, he has often been 
heard to say, was his besetting sin. He was fond of dress, 
and was exceedingly particular as to his personal appear- 
ance. And yet, such was his habitual demeanour, and 
such the apparent meekness of his disposition, that scarcely 
any one would have suspected him of being proud. Mr. 
Putney and Mr. Paul, however) who we^ most intimate 
with him at the time of which we ndw. write, partially, at 
least, confirm his own statements in delation to this point. 

We have learned from them, verbally, that he was very 
particular in -regard to his clothing; and that the attention 
which he paid to his wardrobe and toilet fully justified the 
opinion that he indulged a slight degree of inordinate self- 
esteem. This, however, was not characterized by ostenta- 
tion or hauteur. He was conscious; nevertheless^ of its 
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existence^ and it seems to have formed ther greatQ^t im'- 
pediment to his conversion. He could not gai^• the con- 
sent bf his mTnd puWicty to con/ess . Christ. Under his 
awakenings^ he often Wept and pmyed in secret places be- 
fore the mercy-seat. He struggled har4 against the un-' 
subdued pride of "his sinful heart. He earnestly besoughf 

God to forgive his ^ing, and to 

" • * • 

''Assure his conscience o^a part 
In |he Redeemer's blood." 

He regularly waited on the Jkinisti^ of the word. No one 
was more punctual in *his attendance upon the weekly 
prayer-meetings of the church than he. The Bible and 
religious books leere his constant compailions ; and yet he 
lingered at the door of mercy without tasting ^^ t2{& joys 
of pardoned sin.'' And all; as he subsequently avowed, 
because of the pride of his nature, whieh would not yield 
to an open confession of his concern upon the subject. He 
was ashamed of Jesus — ashamed publicly to confess him — 
ashamed to bear his reproach; and identify himself with 
his followers. * 

At this point ke halted for some time. No one was 
aware of the deep and abiding anxiety which he felt 
about, the salvation of his soul. He was reluctant to 
open his mind even to Mr. Allison, whom he had ever 
foudd a kind and sympathetic friend and adviser. His in- 
terest at length became so intense that he determined no 
longer to coneeal it; and having obtained the consent of 
his employers,, he attended a camp-meeting, held in the 
stttimer of 1816, in the Lancaster circuit, in the Northern 
Neck of Virginia, i^en in the bounds of the Baltimore 
Annual Conference^ ^e went to this meeting for the pur- 
pose of seeking religfon. His mind was fully* made up 
publicly to confess himself a guilty sinner in the sight of 
G-od — to humble his heart in the dust ; to ask an interest 
in the prayers of Christians, and to seek till he should find. 
It so happened, that his father, the Rev. Jo^n Childs, at 
that time a travelling preacher in the Baltimore Conference, 
had charge of the Westmoreland circuit that yesix. It ia 
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not itD^robaUe that this fact had ita Influence upon his 
mind in determinvig.him to attend the meeting. An op- 
portunity would be presented to seer his fath^r^ to enjoy 
Lis society, 4iDd especially to receive his counsel an^ the 
faeitefit of his prayers at this peculiarly Interesting stage 
of hi» nligtous exercises of mind. He had iBinboundcd ' 
confidence in his father'9 piety ; and he knew that no one 
living felt a deeper concern for his. salvation than he. 
Being a stittnger on tlfe camp-ground, he had no ungodly 
associates to draw off his mind i|com the subject, and but 
liftle to divert his attention from the great work in which 
- he wts engaged. 

The full and unreserved consent of his mind having^ 
been 0uned publicly to seek Christ, and never to rest 
until he was found, he had but little to do. He was in 
that state in which he could say, *' Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant beareth." He was ready to exclaim, ''Lord, 
I do believe, help thou mine unbelief At a suitable 
time, when an invitation was given to penitents to come 
forward publicly and receive the prayers and instructions 
of the people of (rod, he deliberately arose and went for- 
ward to the place appropriated to seekers of religion ; and 
in a very short time arose, professing to have obtained the 
blessing for which he had so long prayed. 

His conversion was not attended with great excite- 
ment; but was peaceful and tranquil. The tears of 
grated joy danced upon his cheeks. A radiant smile 
lighted up his meek and delicate face. His heart swelled 
with joyful emotions which his longue could not ex- 
press. The burden of guilt had been removed from 
his heart. The evidence of his conversion was full and 
complete. Nature around him seemed to have put on a 
garb of unwonted loveliness. The forests and the skies, ^ 
t)he sunshine and the flowers, the faces. of those who re- 
joiced over his conversion, and all the objects on every 
hand, seemed to glow with an expression of praise to the 
great and good Creator of all. Love to G^ and love to 
man arose spontaneously in his bosom ; and, feeling an in- 
disputable evidence in his own heart of his personal ao- 
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ceptance with bis Maker^ he was enabled with an unwaver- 
ing tongue to say — 

, "My 'God is reconciled, 
*' His pardoning Voice I hear; 

He owns me for his child, 
/ can no longer fear : 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And Father, Abba, Father, cry." 

The name of Jesus had a peculiar charin. The songs of 
Zion, as they arose in the tented grove and died* away upon 
the hills, had never sounded so sweetly before. H'^ was 
born again — ^bom of the Spirit — he had passed from 4ieatL 
^ unto life ; old things had passed away and all things had 
become new. So clear and satisfactory was the evidence 
of his conversion to his own mind, that he never doubted, 
at'any period of his after life, the genuineness and thorough- 
ness of the change that he then and there experienced. 

He returned to Eichmond from the camp-meeting, and 
immediately united himself with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Se was afraid to risk himself without the pale 
of the church of Christ. The ^urch he regarded as a di- 
vine institution, and, as a disciple of Jesus, he did not feel 
himself at liberty to decline a union with it. He felt the 
need of its discipline and ordinances, of its associations 
and its prayers, and he deferred not to avail himself of the 
privilege of church fellowship. He was young, being but 
sevtnteen years of age, and he felt the need of counsel and 
religious instruction and advice from the more experienced 
members of the body of Christ. At his own request, he 
was placed in the class in which his employer, Mr. Allison, 
met. This was a good judication. It showed that he was 
not disposed to shritk from the closest scrutiny as to his 
religious character. It dhowed, also, his confidence in the 
piety of his employer. They met together in class, prayed 
together in their room, read the Scriptures together, and 
hand in hand trod the patlrthat leads to the mansions of 
the blest. 

But our young convert was, at an early stage of 
his Christian experience; the subject of painful and did- 
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tressing temptations ; and in the midst of ihem he en- 
countered very great disoooragements. The following ex- 
tract from a letter written by his wid(TWy relating to this 
period of his life, will throw some light upon the subject, 
and will interest the reader : — ^' Daring his residence in 
Richmond, he became concamed about saving his soul. 
He had always been yery moral — never swore an oath or 
told an untruth. He left Richmond to attend a camp- 
meeting, with his mind fully made up to seek God in the 
forgiveness of his sins. He did seek, and successifolly. 
He returned to the city, resolved to devote his a// to his 
God. But his hitherto besetting sin was priih^ which now 
again stood in his way. Satan greatly harassed him from 
time to time with the most awful suggestions, whiclT seemed 
to threaten his eternal destruction. Often did he wrestle 
for hours, prostrate on the floor, pleading for deliverance. 
In his anguish of soul, he ventured to unfold his mind to 
an old member of the church, who not only did not teach 
him to expect deliverance from M sin, but rather mado 
light of his exercises. Such was the effect upon his mind, 
that for a while he was greatly tempted to give up his con- 
fidence and abandon his pursuit.'^ He has nequently been 
heard to speak of his exercises of mind during the period 
to which the extract above relates. The author has heard 
him say that the pride of his heart came wellnigh ruinijig 
him at this time. 

His fondness for dress was exceedingly hard to over- 
come. His mind was too much occupied with the fiishions 
and customs of the world. He determined, through 
the aid of Divine grace, to gain the mastery, and to 
become a holy Christian. He took the word of God for 
his guide, and set his standard high. The devil seemed 
determined to defeat him. The conflict was fierce and 
strong. At times he felt as though he was rapidly gaining 
the victory — ^that he was putting the world beneath his 
feet, and that he was casting Satan behind him. The in- 
judicious advice* of the old Christian gave the enemy the 
advantage for a while. He scarcely knew what course to 
pursue. His soul was cast down within him — his sky 
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was overcast with clouds — ^his feet seemed stumbling again 
upon the dark mounta^is. In his despondency he was 
ready to say — 

" There is a heaven o'er yonder sky ; 
A heaven where pleasures never die ; 
A heaven I sometimes hope to see. 
But fear again 'tis not for me." 

In this state of mind he continued' for several months. 
He attended church regularly — uever^ missed his class- 
meeting, and was always present at the weekly prayer- 
meeting. His conduct, however, in the church frequently 
attracted the attention of his acquaintances and friends. 
It was observed at the prayer-meeting that he uniformly 
sat in the remotest corner of the room, and, if possible, got 
a position where he could not he seen by the person con- 
ducting the services. The design on his part — for there 
was masifestly design — ^was not then understood. He was 
regarded by all who knew him as deeply pious and exem- 
plary, and it was a matter of surprise that he should not 
seem to manifest a more lively interest in the public ex- 
ercises of the church. In the class-room he spoke but 
little, and often despondingly. There seemed, indeed, a 
mystery about his spiritual condition and exercises. 

In 1819, Mr. Allison was married, and very soon there- 
after commenced housekeeping in Eichmond. Mr. Childs, 
then nearly a grown young man, was taken as an inmaite 
of their little family ; and Mrs. Allison, an intelligent and 
pious lady, was daily cognizant of his private- walk and 
conversation. In a letter received from her in reply 
to one of inquiry, asking for her impressions of his reli- 
gious character at the time he lived in her family, she 
thus writes : — 

"I always considered Brother Childs deeply pious. 
He was remarkably modest and unpretending — said no- 
thing and did nothing for appearances. One trait I 
considered remarkable — he always preferred meeting in 
class with his employer, with whom he lived and slept 
until within a year or two of his leaving Eichmond. 
I believe the latter had his entire confidence. He was 
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always yeiy oonscientioas. After I came to Richmond, I 
always noticed, whenever there was any excitement in the 
church, that he seemed to take no part in it ; indeed, it 
seemed to render him uncomfortahle. He never went for- 
ward to take a pai*t in the exercises, but always took an 
obscure seat and kept silence. I wondered at this, feeling, 
as I did, assured of his genuine piety. He was always 
ready for any and every other good work. But the mys- 
tery was unraveUed in after years to my entire satisfaction 
by himself. He eaid he was so much afraid of being called 
to the ministry that he carefully avoided every thing that 
might lead to it. And from his unhappy appearance on 
such occasions, I doubt not he was deeply exercised on 
that subject at that time; feeling that he was out of his 
place, and consequently restless and unsettled.'' 

Mr. Child^'s associates plainly saw that something was 
pr^ng on his mind that revealed itself in his face ; but 
what it was they knew not, and he studiously avoided 
making any revelations on the subject. The fact was, 
God had laid the coal of prophecy upon his heart, and he 
felt that a dispensation of the gospel was committed unto 
him. But he laboured under such a painful conviction 
of a want of qualification for the great and awfully re- 
sponsible vocation^ that he attempted to smother the fire 
in his own bosom ; and his language was that of Jeremiah 
when the word of the Lord came unto him saying, '< I have 
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations," '^ Ah I Lord, 
God, behold I cannot speak : for I am a child." But it 
continued to echo in his ears, ^' Say not, I am a child : fbr 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever 
I command thee thou shalt speak." His concern was 
most intense. It was almost painful to his Mends to see 
him. There he was in their midst, diligently pursuing 
his business, mingling with them in their religious ser- 
vices^ yet holding himself aloof from any active part in 
the exercises. The fire began to fade from his eye, and 
the rose from his cheek. His health began to decline. 
And yet amid all he was a pattern of piety. Holiness of 
heart and life was his constant end and aim. His conver- 

4» 
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sation was '^ seasoned with salt^ fit to minister ^ce to jb£e 
hearers/' He abstained from jesting and fooliflh talking, 
which he found hurtful to his soul, and destructive of his 
influence. Every one that saw him knew that he had been 
, with Jesus. Upon the streets, in his place of business, 
in the company of the irreligious, in the social circle^ ev^ry- 
wheve he was the same. 

The decline of his health rendered it necessary for hini 
to change his business. He accordingly made up his 
mind 'to leave Eichmond and return to Fairfax county, 
which he did, as nearly as can now be ascertained, in 1822. 
His residence in Fairfax until his entrance upon the work 
of the ministry will form the subjeet of our next chapter. 

We part with him here with feelings of melancholy in- 
terest. We are impressed with his piety. We admire his 
modesty — his humility. We are forcibly struck with his 
conscientiousness, and with his strict propriety of deport- 
ment. We are almost ready to weep over the concealed con- 
flict that is passing in his mind. It is a critical point in 
his history. But God's providence is over him, and an un- 
seen hand is directing his paths. For there is a provi- 
denoe that shapes our lives, rough-hew them as we will. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^BXmtKVQE IN FAIRFAX FROM 1822 TO 1827. 

Mr. Childs's attachment to Mr. Allison and family — ^His health — Ro- 
tums to Fairfax oountj — ^Attempts merchandising — Farming^Tcoch- 
ing — Fails in all — Unhappy — Call to the ministry — Painful conflict 
with his convictions of duty — Obtains a license to exhort — Makes a 
round on the Galyert circuit with his father — Licensed to preach — 
Travels Carlisle circuit part of the year — Obtains a recommendation 
to the Baltimore Annual Conference— Is received and transferred to 
the Virginia Conference, and placed on the Albemarle circuit 

Mr. Ohilds's residence in Eichmond embraced that 
portion of his life in which onr strongest and most abiding 
attachments are formed for places and for persons. He 
went to the city an inexperienced youth and a stranger. 
Besides Mr. Allison, his employer, he knew no one. Per- 
haps this was fortunate for him ; for in this kind-hearted, 
Christian gentleman he found all that he could desire in a 
friend, a companion, or a judicious counsellor and guardian 
of his youth. He became warmly attached to Mr. Allison, 
and also to his intelligent and amiable lady ; and this at- 
tachment was mutual. There were also several young 
men, who joined the church about the time he did, whom 
he held in very high regard. These were his associates ; 
with them he had held sweet converse, and walked to the 
house of Gtod in company. They had been his companions 
in his early Christian conflicts. With them he had wept, 
and prayed, and rejoiced. Together they had visited the 
habitations of the destitute and suffering, and mingled their 
prayers and tears at the bedside of the afflicted, and his 
heart was wedded to them. He loved the place of reli- 
gious worship, where, for several years, he had met with 
God's people to hear the precious word of life dispensed. 
Richmond, with its hills and valleys, its hospitable firesides 
and sanctuaries, had become endeared to him. From the 
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Capitol square^ occupying an elevated and central position 
in the city, he had gazed upon the surrounding scenery 
until a picture was formed in his mind in which evefy lo- « 
cality and point of interest was limned in its appropriate 
colours. The majestic James, with its willow-tufted islands, 
its foaming rapids and bristling rocks; the faf-stretching 
fields and woody hilltops beyond ; the quiet-lool^ii;^ town 
of Manchester, imbosomed among trees and Skirted with ' 
highly cultivated farms ; the beautiful country-seats dot- 
ting the plains ; and rising swells that mark the course of 
the river as it glides away tp the ocean — these had all 
made their impress upon his mind. He loved Eichmond, 
and the kind friends of his youth that lived there ; and 
it was not without a struggle that he gave it up as a place 
of residencCii His health, however, seemed to require a 
change ; and he therefore consented to do violence to his 
feelings in tearing himself from it. But fill the day of his 
death he cherished the most affectionate regard for the 
friends he loved when a boy in Richmond. 

On his return to Fairfax, he found things wonderfully 
changed. His brotl^ers and sisters were gone ; his father 
had broken up housekeeping; the old homestead was tem- 
porarily in other hands, and every thing wore a different 
aspect. He had a relation still living in the neighbour- 
hood, and he entered his family as an inmate, not having 
* yet determined on his occupation for a livelihood. At first 
he was at a loss what course to pursue. He felt a clear 
and powerful conviction on his mind that it was his duty 
to preach the gospel ; but this he kept in his own bosom. 
He did his utmost to banish the thought, and to free his 
mind from the harassing and unwelcome impression^ 
which almost utterly disqualified him for any other busi- 
ness. He attempted school-teaching, but this did not suit 
his health. He then turned his attention to farming ; but 
in this he did not succeed. The providence of God seemed 
to be against him. From farming he turned his attention 
to merchandise. He opened a small store, but this did 
not prosper. Thus he was constantly changing his pur- 
suits in life, but all without success. 
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Mrs. Allison, from whose letter we have gleaned the facts 
above, farther adds — '< The Lord had other work for him 
to do, and the labour of his hands did not prosper. He was 
fighting against God; and so fierce was the conflict, that he 
was forced to the conclusion that he must preach or give up 
all pretensidns to religion.'^ And yet he studicfusly avoided 
any reference to the subject. Me had never conferred 
with any one, and the ' concealment like the wolrm in tiie 
bud,' waa withering and sapping all his joys. Whenever 
he gained the consent of his mind to enter the ministry, 
then all was bright and joyous with him ; but when again 
he began to hesitate and fight against his convictions of 
duty, then the heavens grew dark above him — ^the lights of 
hope on his pathway paled and expired ; and while he halted 
and endeavoured to excuse himself, he found himself with- 
out a particle of Divine comfort. It was only while he 
held to his purpose to preach that he enjoyed the smiles 
of an approving God. 

From exercises like these he was forced* to the conclu- 
sion that he must preach or perish. He be^rn to feel, 
as he had not, what that meaneth, << Wo is un^ me if I 
preach not the gospd" Iniiis moments of retirement and 
meditation, when the conviction was strong on his mind 
that no alternative was left him — ^that he must go out 
and call sinners to repentance or meet the doom of the 
servant who knew his lord's will and did it not — ^he would 
resolve to open his mind freely to some pious friend on 
the subject. Bu% strange to tell, when in company he 
seemed to shrink from the remotest allusion to the severe 
and. painful mental and spiritual conflict that had for seve- 
ral years disturbed his peace, and, at times, seriously 
threatened his salvation. He saw no way of relief except 
in conversing with otbers in relation to his exercises of 
mind, and in embracing the first opportunity of entering 
the ministry, and yet he delayed carrying his purposes into 
execution. At length,. to ease his conscience, he applied 
to the society of which he was a member for a license to 
exhort and to conduct public religious worship. He hoped 
that by taking this step his mind would be relieved and 
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his spiritual enjoyments increased. His license to exhort 
is dated December 15th, 1825, and signed by Bev. William 
Pretty man. He held meetings in his neighbourhood; and 
exhorted the people with great fervour and zeal. His 
labours wtere blessed by the Great Head of the church ; 

^ and he felt that he wa^ in the line of duty, but he was not 
content. ^ There was -yet a more extensive work for him 
to perform. But he pontinued strangely to strive to sup- 
press the conviction that he must become a travelling 
preacher. 

Mrs. Childs says, in a letter relating to this portion^ 
of his life, that, '< Eortunately for him at this time, ' 
he boarded with a relative who, with his wife, was un- 
usually pious — spending three hours every day in secret 
devotion. From these pious relatives he received, by pre- 
cept ^nd example, the help he «o much needed. .But still 
he was not at ease. He gave up one pursuit and tried 
another, but nothing he undertook seemed to prosper. He 
was striving against God — ^praying all the time that He 
might send by whom he would, but not by him — said he 
felt he had rather die than to go out as an itinerant Me- 
thodist preacher. After many and dt>re' conflicts,' ' con- 
tinues Mrs. Childs, ^^he sought an interview with his 
father, who was then a member of the Baltimore Con- 
ference, and made known his exercises to him. He told 
his father all that was in his heart on the subject. The 
old gentleman heard attentively, and when he was done, 
replied, ^ Well, my son, God has called you to the work 
of the ministr^, and it is useless to contend longer with 
him. Get your horse and saddle-bags, and come, go with 
your father.' He obeyed, and immediately commenced a 
tour on the circuit with his father." 

w His fiather was then travelling the Calvert circuit, in the 
State of Maryland; and by the time he had made two or 
three rounds with his son,^e had him fairly initiated. The 
circuit embraced a section of the country in which a pretty 
fair specimen of Methodist itinerancy was presented to the 
novitiate. He saw that he was to become accustomed to 
every variety of society and fare ; that he was to inure him- 
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self to privation and change ; that he was to encounter the • 
cold and heartless as well as to receive the greetings and wel« 
come of the generous and cordial ; that he was to preach to 
the large and intelligent congregation in the oomfortahle 
house of worship, and to a mere handful in the school-house 
in some obscure part of the country ; that he must press 
onward amid sunshine and clouds, smiles and tears, success * 
and defeat, through summer's heat «tnd winter's cold ; and 
that he must not even " count his life dear to him, so that 
he might inish his course with joj, and the ministiy which 
he had received of the Lord Jesus, to J;estifj the gospel of 
the grace of God." • 

This, his first year of service, embraced the winter of 
1826. On the 29th of April of Jhat year, he received a 
-recommendation to the Baltimore Distnct Conference for 
license to preach, signed, in behalf of the Quarterly-meet- 
ing Conference of the Calvert circuit, by Joseph Frye, 
president, and Richard Brown, secretair. He was duly 
licensed by the District Conference, at ita session in the 
spring of 1826. A short time thereafter, he went to the 
Carlisle circuit, in the State of Pennsylvania, and travelled 
4he remainder of the conference year under the direction 
of the presiding elder of the district. 

We have no reliable data from which to gather any 
thing of particular interest relating to his labours at this 
early stage of his ministerial career. , From the surviving 
members of his family we have learned that, from the time 
of his entrance upon the work of the sacr^ office, he was 
more than ordinarily strict and conscientious. He set a 
high standard, and laboured from the start to bring his life 
and experience up to it. 

The Bible was his constant companion. One of his 
brothers says that he had a copy of the Scriptures at this 
time, which he had read and marked with his pencil till 
almost every page in it had a passage around which he 
had drawn a line. Ov^r this precious book he had wept 
and prayed, till its leaves had been saturated with his 
tears, and many of theln partly detached from the bind- 
ing. Upon his knees, again and again, firom the first 
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^rse o{ Genesis to the last of the Apocalyptic vision^ 
he had read it through and through. In all his strug- 
gles upon the subject of his call to the ministry, this 
book had been his vade mecum. It was always in his 
pocket, or at the place of his private devotions; and he 
had already become so familiar with its cSntents that he 
could, with perfect ease, quote almost any portion, giving 
at the same time the chapter and the verse. 

At' the close of the conference year he attended the ses- 
sion of the Baltimt)re Annual Conference, held in the city 
of Baltimore, on the 12 th of April, 1827, and was received 
on probation, according to the usage of the churcl^ in the 
travelling connection. When the appointments were an- 
nounced, at the close of the session, he was not a litde 
surprised to learn that'h^ was transferred to the Virginia 
Conference. His previous acquaintance had been almost 
exclusively with the ministers of the Baltimore Conference; 
his relatives lived principally in the bounds of that con- 
ference,; he had selected that as the field of his ministerial 
labour, and the announcement of a transfer to another con- 
ference was not only a matter of surprise, but was a source 
of trial to him. But the Baltimore Conference was full 
at that time, while the Yil'ginia Conference stood in need 
of supplies. He therefore acquiesced in the arrangement, 
being assured that his fathers and brethren in the ministry 
deemed it best. Besides, he felt that in consecrating him- 
self to the work, it was his duty to submit himself to the 
authorities of the church, and cheerfully to perform that 
work which, in their godly wisdom, they might assign 
to him. 

He returned from the conference first to Fairfax, where he 
spent a short time with his relatives and friends ; from Fair- 
fax he went to Richmond, on his way to the Albemarle cir- 
cuit, to which he had been assigned for the remainder of 
the year. In Richmond. he stopped with his kind friend 
Mr. Allison. Some five years or more had elapsed since he 
left the city. Mrs. Allison, in speaking of this visit, says, 
in the letter referred to above, '* The n&t I saw of him he 
came to our hDuse, on his way to his appointment some- 



WlMV. JOHN WESLEY CHILDS. 49 



wbere in the Virginia Conference, with saddle-bags on his 
ann, and*tbe usual accoutrements of the Methodist travel- 
ling preacher, and having on the round-breasted coat, so 
commonly worn by our ministers in those days. This 
latter I did not think in keeping with his years ; and as I 
had always beeft in the habit of speaking very unreservedly 
to him, I ventured to remonstrate with him on the sub- 
ject. He replied that I could not dislike the cut of the 
coat more than he did, and that he had adopted it purely 
to mortify his pride." He spent but a few days in the 
city, which were occupied principally in renewing his old 
acquuntances and reviving the associations connected with 
his former residence in the place. 

It was during this visit that he explained to his friends 
why he had so studiously avoided taking any part in pub- 
lic religious exercises while he lived in Richmond. But 
they all saw that he had entered the ministry with all his 
heart ; that he had* torn himself away from the world 3 
that he had given up all to follow Jesus ; a]\d that his affec- 
tions were placed on things above. ^ 

He went to his circuit, which embraced a large and 
beautiful section of Virginia^ skirting the Blue Eidge 
Mountains. Nature nowhere spreads out a more fascinat- 
ing picture to the eye than in this portion of the country. 
The valleys are fruitful and in a high state of cultivation. 
The country residences are^ieat and often elegant. While 
in every direction the eye is greeted by the magnificent 
swell of mountain ranges, shooting up their lofty, rock- 
crowned peaks in the clear blue heavens, and stretching 
away in graceful lines till mountain and sky are blended. 
Here, amid these hills and valleys and mountain gorges, 
Mr. Childs pursued his work with a zeal and devotion that 
really escited the astonishment of his people. He was 
*< instant in season and out of season.'' His labours were 
abundant. Not content with the regular appointments, 
which occupied nearly every day of the week, he sought 
new fields of labour, preaching at night in private houses 
and in neighbourhaods not supplied with the regular minis- 
trations of the word. He did not labour in vain. The 
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churches were quickened under his ministry^ and sinnen 
were converted to God. 

We will close this chapter in his history with an anec« 
dote connected with this part of his ministry^ as furnishied 
by Mrs. Childs. She says — " The first camp-meeting he 
attended^ he resolved, as he had often heard it sneeringly 
remarked that the young preachers preferred to instruct 
and pray with the female penitents during religious re- 
vivals; that he would confine himself to the gentlemen's 
altar, and scrupulously avoid conversing with the ladies 
even upon the subject of religion. Several days of the meet- 
ing passed, and although he had faithfully endeavoured to 
do all he could, he was, nevertheless, without spiritual 
comfort ; and at last he became so depressed that he came 
to the conclusion to leave the encampment. Just at this 
time, a female friend who was in the altar, in great distress 
of mind about her soul, sent for him to converse with her 
on the subject of religion. He had not been with her 
long before she was happily converted. He was then re- 
quested to talk*with another, and still another, until seve- 
ral in rapid succession were converted around him, and 
rejoicing in a knowledge of sins forgiven. He then saw 
the snare which the great enemy of all good had laid for 
his feet, and resolved henceforth to go wherever duty 
called, and to labour wherever he found a sinner to point 
to Jesus." 

We have now followed the sulbject of this biography till 
we have seen him fully engaged in the work of preaching 
Jesus and calling sinners to repentance. The commence- 
ment of his career is full of promise of extensive usefulness 
to the church. We find him a man full of seal and full of 
the Holy Grhost. He is a man of prayer and of deep devo- 
tion to his high vocation. God had given him seals to his 
ministry, and he no longer doubted that his commission to 
preach the gospel bore the signature of the Great Head of the 
church. Thus encouraged and sustained, he went up to the 
Conference which held its session, in the month of Febru- 
ary, 1828, in the city of Raleigh, N. C. From this Con- 
ference he was appointed to the Brunswick circuit. 
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CHAPTER V. 

-BRUNSWICK AND CABOLINE OIBOUITS. 1828 AND 1829. 

Entranod upon his work — ^His reception — Close preaohing — EeyiFal — 
Rev. J. Q. Claiborne's aocovnt of his habits, labours, and nsefulness 
— Attends Conference — appointed to Caroline circuit — State of the 
«ircait — Letter to Mr. Claiborne— Death of his father — Closes his 
labours on the circuit — ^Attends Coafereaoe — ^Appointed to the Meck- 
lenburg circuit 

On tke adjourameBt of the Conference, Mr. Childs has- 
tened, without an hoar's unnecessary delay, to his new 
field of ministerial labour. It was his first year in charge 
of a circuit; and he seemed fully to appreciate the duties 
and responsilnlities of his appointment. When he arrived 
within the bounds of his circuit he found himself among 
strangers ; but he was everywhere cordially received, and 
every thing was done that could be desired by the kind 
and hospitable people of his charge to render him com- 
fortable and to make him feel at home among them. 

At first, the apparently unsocial mann^ of Mr. Childs 
«eemed to excite a litUe prejudice against him, with those, 
more especially, that had not formed his acquaintance. He 
did not spend as much time la social conversation with the 
families in which he visited as other ministers before him 
had done. He was habitually serious, and unusually grave 
for one of his years ; and to those who were not intimate 
with him, he i^peared to be somewhat captious and censo- 
rious. He reproved sin in ail of its forms, wherever he 
met with it He talked plainly to worldly-minded pro- 
fessors of religion, wherever he found them. In the class- 
room, and in all his private associations with the members 
of the church, he fiiithfully reproved whatever he deemed 
wrong in them. Wherever he discovered external con- 
formity to the fashions and customs of the world, he en- 
deavoured to correct it by gentle admonition and rebuke. 
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He did not hesitate im ask a professor why lie wore a breast- 
pin or a finger-ring ? why she wore artificial flowers in her 
bonnet or costly decorations upon her person*? and, after re- 
ceiying the usual answers^ proceed to admonish the peraoQ* 
of what he regarded the evils of such indulgence. Scores 
of searching texts of Scripture were pHed to the conscience 
in rapid succession — ^appeals were made on the ground of 
consistency, and on the score of example and Christian in- 
fluence. He left no loophole of escape. 

He personally interrogated the members of his church 
wherever he met them^ if the circumstances would at all 
allow of it, in relation to their personal Christian expe- 
rience. On entering a house^ he never took his seat, after 
kindly shaking each member of the household cordially by 
the hand and asking after the health of the family, before 
he proposed prayer ; and while upon his knees in fervent 
suppli^tion, he prayed the peace of God upon the house — 
he prayed for every member of the family, white and co- 
loured, and asked that God might make him a blessing to 
all the inmates while he remained beneath the roof. 

• He was also remark^H^ly strict in the observance of the 
Sabbath. In every family, privately, as well as in his pub- 
lic addresses, he strongly remonstsated against visiting, idle 
conversation, secular reading, political discussions, cookings 
and whatever else he thought violative of the sanctity of 
Qod'a holy day. He carried his views and practice so far 
as even to refuse to eat any thing that was cooked on the 
Sabbath. No matter what fei^ily he was in, nor who might 
be present, if he thought the conversation was too worldly 
for the Lord's day, he did not hesitate mildly to suggest a 
change of the topic. 

All this, as may naturally be supposed, led to a good 
deal of conversation among his members and with the 
people of the world. Some condemned his course, while 
others approved. It was not long, however, before the 
influence of his example began to be felt. It was found 
that he did not preach one thing and practise another. 
His own life was found to be, in the strictest sense^ in har- 
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mony with the principles which He laid down for the con- 
duct of others. His daily walk was a practical comment 
npon the precepts whioh^ from the pulpit, and in the 
private circle, he urged upon the people of his pastoral 
care. He recommended fasting and abstinence by exam- 
ple ; and, while he' exhorted his flock to abstain from all 
improper conformity to the world, he himself '^ crucified the 
flesh with its affections and lusts/' In every Christian vir- 
tue he was a pattern to believers. No one could turn upon 
him with the cutting rebuke, '' Physician, heal thyself 

The effect of his daily walk and conversation was, in some 
instances, and not a few, to lead good and pious persons 
to suspect the genuineness of their own piety. His stand- 
ard was so high, his life so blameless, and his experience so 
exalted and spiritual, that many, in comparing their own 
lives with his, really came to the conclusion that they knew 
nothing of true, experimental godliness. 

We stop not here to pass any judgment upon hb course 
of life at this period of his ministry. We simply state the 
facts. The circulation of such a man in the community 
created great interest. The people crowded to hear him 
preachy and many went away astonished at his doctrines. 
Some cavilled, some criticised, some censured ; but for the 
most part, the congregations returned to their homes much 
displeased with themselves, and not without secretly resolv- 
ing to profit by his instructions. The word of life dis- 
pensed by him, and his estimable and worthy colleague, the 
Bev. Samuel T. Moorman, began to take effect; and with 
the opening of the spring, the signs of a general revival 
everywhere became apparent. The membership was quick- 
ened, sinners were awsJcened, '^ and there was a noise and 
a shaking among the dry bones of the valley." 

We have been favoured with a communication from the 
Bev. John G. Claiborne, of Brunswick, containing many 
interestmg recollections of Mr. Childs, a part of which 
relates to the portion of his life now under review. The 
following extract is made, in this connection, from this com- 
munication : — 

8* 
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Roslin, Brunswick County, Va., November 22d, 1850. 

Dear Brother : — 1 have lately received yonr letter, 
requesting me to contribute to the materials which you are 
collecting for the life of the late Rev. John We^ey Child s, 
I very cordially avail myself of the opportunity %o aid in 
fulfilling the will and the words of the Lord^ that '^ the 
righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance/' More- 
over; I shall; in performing a religious duty, pay an hum- 
ble tribute of gratitude to the memory of a friend whose 
pastoral nurture, sanctified by the word of God and prayer, 
hath often ministered grace unto me when feeble and ready 
to faint through manifold temptations. 

I became acquainted with the Rev. John W. Childs in 
the year 1828, the time of his first appointment as pastor 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Brunswick cir- 
cuit. The Rev. Samuel T. Moorman was his colleague. 
They were young men, and young in the ministry, but they 
were ^Hrue yokefellows/' and gave no man any ocoasion 
to " despise their youth ;" but were " examples of the be- 
lievers in word; in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity.'' Their circuit then embraced a district 
of country sixty miles in length and twenty-five in breadth, 
in which there were between twenty-five and thirty stated 
appointments. But they ^'esdured hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ," and approved themseves the 
ministers of God, in labours abundant, in much patience, 
in fastings often, in watchings unceasing, '^ by pureness, 
by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the 
power of God;" for God divinely authenticated their 
ministry by the broad seal of his Spirit inscribed on the 
regenerated hearts of hundreds who believed. There were, 
I think, nearly three hundred added to the church on the 
Brunswick circuit that year. I was licensed a local 
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church the year of 
their ministry on this circuit. Duty and inclination asso- 
ciated me often with them, and they are still associated, 
*'pars nohile/ratnim/* in my fondest and most grateful re- 
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ooDeotions. .Propriety suggests that, in this oommittiioa- 
tion, I should say no more of Brother Moorman. 

I continue my recollections of Brother Ghilds at that 
period. He habitual^ arose from bed very early in -the 
morning — ^before the dawn of day in the winter — and^ careful 
not to disturb the family with whom he sojourned, or any 
one occupying the same room with himself, he quietly kin* 
died a fire when neoessary, lighted a candle, and, with the 
Bible before him, on bended knees he silently sought in 
the Scriptures, with devout meditation and prayer, the 
deep things of God. Thus he exercised himself until others 
were up and preparations made for fiuniiy worship : at this 
he was always present, and either led or accompanied with 
fervency of spirit. He often, and especially at night, sue* 
ceeded the usual family devotions with singing an appro- 
priate hymn or spiritual song, which rendered the occasion 
more impressive and profitable. He was richly fumisbed 
with the best effusions of the sweet bards of Israel, and, 
like their royal master, he sought to waft on melody Mb 
devotions to the throne of Gbd. His visits were all pas- 
toral, and his pastoral offices were executed with fullness 
and fidelity ; yet with such deference, meekness, kindness, 
and sympathy as dissolved in love every bitter ingredient, 
and rendered them grateful to the most fastidious taste, and 
healing and nourishing in their effects. He was, at this 
period, a man of one work, and, for the most part, of one 
hook — ^that book was the Holy Bible, and that work was 
the salvation of his own soul and of the souls of those to 
whom the providence of God gave him access. To this he 
devoted every fiiculty of body, mind, and spirit, with a dili- 
gence that never died and a zeal that never abated, ^* con- 
stant in season, out of season," '^ warning every man, and 
teaching every man, that he might pvesent every man per- 
fect in Christ Jesus.'^ He re^rded his own heart with 
watchful jealousy, and rebuked with severe abstinence atid 
self-denial every disposition to exercise its affections in 
matters of temporal interest or indulgence, ''crucifying the 
flesh with the lust thereof.'' 

In his pulpit ministrations, he sought not '' excellency 
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of speech or of human wisdom," but rigidly confined 
himself to the " word of the testimony/' delivering his 
message in scriptural phrase, ''not in words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Boly Ghost teacheth, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual." Hence, his 
sermons were not attractive to the vulgar taste by aught 
that was new or brilliant; but were plain, practical, 
pointed, and often attended by the demonstration of the 
Spirit. His inordinate conviction of the deceitfulness and . 
natural depravity of his heart was the principle which 
prom^d the rigid discipline to which he subjected him- 
self, -and caused him to forego all special preparation, 
and to reject all adventitious aids in his public minis- 
try. Those who were unapprized of Oiis principle, formed 
wrong conceptions of his condition and character. Some 
regarded him as a fanatic; others, as a monomaniac; and 
nearly all thought him ultra; but the generous sym- 
pathy and liberal indulgence which he extended to others 
indicated the spirit of love which animated his zeal, com- 
mended him to every man's conscience as a holy minister 
of G-od,. and secured to him the veneration and cordial 
affection of all with whom he held converse. He left us 
at the expiration of the conference year, enriched by many 
seals to his ministry; endeared to the hearts and gratefiu 
affections of his people, and approved unto God, a work- 
man that needed not to be ashamed, having faithfully and 
successfully administered the word of truth. 

The remainder of Rev. Mr. Claiborne's (fommutiication 
relates to a later period of Mr. Childs'd life; and will there- 
fore be reserved till we meet this man ot Gfod again, on the 
Brunswick circuit, near the close of his ministerial labours. 
The foregoing shows •the type of the man at an early pe- 
riod in the history of his pq^toral work. The people of 
his care became tenderly attached to him ; and, at the close 
of the conference year, he left his charge, beloved by all. 
No man ever exerted a more holy and salutary influence 
upon the piety of a community than did Mr. Childs; in 
1828, upon the Branswick circuit. 
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He attended the session of tl^e Conference held for that 
jear, in the month of February, in the town of Lynchburg^ 
Virginia, from which he was appointed to the Caroline cir- 
onit, lying north-west ^f the city of Richmond, and em- 
bracing a section of the State noted, at that time, for its 
church difficulties and religious controversies. 

The Baptists, as a denomination, had long had the pre- 
dominance in this portion of the country ; and there had 
been some rather unfriendly controversies between the 
Methodists and Baptists, touching the mode and subjects 
of water baptism. The spirit of reform was also agitat- 
ing the Methodist Episcopal Church at that time ; and the 
Caroline circuit had not escapeif its effects. Some few 
members had left tii9 church, and unfortunate difficulties 
had arisen in some of the societies. The result was, 
scarcely any thine was heard from the pulpit but the oon- 
trover«al discussions of points of Christian doctrine and 
questions of church government. In the midst of this sea 
of strife, the subject of this biography was thrown when 
the storm was at its height, and when shipwreck and 
disaster threatened the dearest interests of the church of 
Christ. But Mr. Childs was a man of peace ; independent 
in his views and in his expression of them, but kind and 
respectful to those who entertained opposing opinions. He 
carefully abstained from participating in the controversies 
89 rife in the land, and set himself to work to call off the 
minds, of his people from the exciting and profitless sub- 
jects in debate. ' He clearly saw that in the endless strife 
about toater, '^^ the blood of sprinkling*' was forgotten ; 
that personal religion was scarcely once thought of, while 
party, part^ was every thing. His soul sickened within 
him. He was ill at ease. He thought of the pleasant 
scenes of the past year on the Brunswick circuit ; of the 
seasons of '^ refreshing from the presence of the Lord ;*' 
of the souls brought to Christ ; of the prosperity of the 
church, and, looking around upon the scene of spiritual de- 
solation that met his eye on every hand, he was cast down 
and dispirited. This we learn from the following letter, 
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of speech or of human wisdom," but rigidly confined 
himself to the " word of the testimony/' delivering his 
message in scriptural phrase, '^not in words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the fioly Ghost teacheth, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual.'^ Hence, his 
sermons were not attractive to the vulgar taste by aught 
that was new or brilliant; but were plain, practical, 
pointed; a.nd often attended by the demonstration of the 
Spirit. His inordinate conviction of the deceitfulness and . 
natural depravity of his heart was the principle which 
prom^d the rigid discipline to which he subjected him- 
self, -and caused him to forego all special preparation, 
and to reject all adventitious aids in his public minis- 
try. Those who were nnapprized of thiiB principle, formed 
wrong conceptions of his condition and character. Some 
regarded him as a fanatic; others, as a monomaniac; and 
nearly all thought him ultra; but the generous sym- 
pathy and liberal indulgence which he extended to others 
indicated the spirit of love which animated his zeal, com- 
mended him to every man's conscience as a holy minister 
of G-od,, and secured to him the veneration and cordial 
affection of all with whom he held converse. He left us 
at the expiration of the conference year, enriched by many 
seals to his ministry; endeared to the hearts and grateful 
affections of his people, and approved unto God, a work- 
man that needed not to be ashamed, having faithfully and 
successfully administered the word of truth. 

The remainder of Kev. Mr. Claiborne's communication 
relates to a later period of Mr. Childs'd life^ and will there- 
fore be reserved till we meet this man of Grod again, on the 
Brunswick circuit, near the close of his ministerial labours. 
The foregoing shows "the type of the man at an early pe- 
riod in the history of his p^toral work. The people of 
his care became tenderly attached to him ; and, at the close 
of the conference year, he left his charge, beloved by all. 
No man ever exerted a more holy and salutary influence 
upon the piety of a community than did Mr. Childs, in 
1828, upon the Brunswick circuit. 
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He attended the session of the Conference held for that 
year, in the month of February, in the town of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, from which he was appointed to the Caroline cir- 
cnit, lying north-west x>f the city of Richmond, and em- 
bracing a section of the State noted, at that time, for its 
church difficulties and religious controversies. 

The Baptists, as a denomination, had long had the pre- 
dominance in this portion of the country } and there had 
been some rather unfriendly controversies between the 
Methodists and Baptists, touching the mode and subjects 
of water baptism. The spirit of rt/orm was also agitat- 
ing the Methodist Episcopal Church at that time ; and the 
Caroline circuit had not escaped its effects. Some few 
members had left tlio church, and unfortunate difficulties 
had arisen in some of the societies. The result was, 
scarcely anv thins was heard from the pulpit but the oon- 
troveriial mscussions of points of Christian doctrine and 
questions of church government. In the midst of this sea 
of strife, the subject of this biography was thrown when 
the storm was at its height, and when shipwreck and 
disaster threatened the dearest interests of the church of 
Christ But Mr. Childs was a man of peace ; independent 
in his views and in his expression of them, but kind and 
respectful to those who entertained opposing opinions. He 
carefully abstained from participating in the controversies 
89 rife in the land, and set himself to work to call off the 
mindi^ef his people from the exciting and profitless sub- 
jects in debate. ' He clearly saw that in the endless strife 
about waterp **< the Hood of sprinkling'^ was forgotten ; 
that personid religion was scarcely once thought of, while 
party y par^ was evory thing. His soul sickened within 
him. He was Ul at ease. He thought of the pleasant 
scenes of the past year on the Brunswick drcuit ; of the 
seasons of " refreshing from the presence of the Lord }** 
of the souls brought to Christ ; of the prosperity of the 
church, and, looking around upon the scene of spiritual de- 
solation that met his eye on every hand, he was cast down 
and dispirited. This we learn from the following letter, 
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wbicb he wrote to his warm and devoted friend^ the Re^ 
J. G. Claiborne, of the Brunswick circuit : — 

Caroline Circuit, July 24th, 1829. 

D£AB Brothee Claiborne : — I have had but little in- 
telligence from you since I left the Brunswick circuit. My 
prayer, however, has been that the great " Head of the 
church'^ would continue his blessings among you, and that 
we all may be kept through faith unto full salvation. 

My labour this year is partly missionary; our circuit, 
having only nine classes in it, is spread over a vast tract of 
country, and is decidedly^ the largest circuit (though divided 
at Conference) that I have yet travelled. We have succeeded 
in filling up our time as to appointments,^ having now 
twenty-twq in four weeks, and yet there is ground unoccu- 
pied. With regard to vital piety, we may say, in truth, 
*' a moral waste" presents itself — not alluding to our mem- 
bers particularly, for I find here some of ^^ the salt of the 
earth.'' But the general cry without seems to be " bap- 
tism, baptism ;" as though this were " the great command- 
ment," and all the law and the gospel hung upon it. Oh ! 
when shall darkness be driven from the face of our earth, 
and the knowledge of God cover it as the watei^s cover the 
face of the great deep. 

As yet we have but little fruit of our labour. We have 
had comfortable times among our members generally; 
though two have ^^roken ground and gome to the Baptist 
brethren. We have some mourners, and a few converts. 
But I am not satisfied. My prayer is, that God would 
send a mighty flood of grace and salvation upon the people. 
My dear brother, add the strength of your prayers to the 
weakness of mine, and the Lord, in fulfilment of his pro- 
mise, will give us the desire of our hearts. 

I am as much, and even more than ever convinced that 
nothing will avail instead of heart-felt piety. It is my 
mournful experience to find that there are but few profes- 
sors of religion — ^and professors, too, among the Methodists 

* The Be7. W. W. Eenningham was his colleague that year. 
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—whose company is not deleterioos to a growth in grace. 
Indeed, so great has been the corrent of popular ezamplci 
that I have been m'oYed in some measure from my stead* 
fastness ; and the fatal temptation, '' Take thine ease/' has 
wellnigh swept me from my moorings. But blessed be 
God, my fixed purpose is ^' to give myself toholly toprayei^* 
and to the work of the ministry ) and, my dear brother, 
pray that my faith fail not. When with yon, I have fre- 
quently remarked that without a true sense of Qod's pre- 
sence we could do nothing towards reforming the world. 
I still feel this to be true. .We may pronounce words, 'tis 
true, but what are they unless God be in the word and in 
the sound? Ah! Samson, with the jawbone of a dead 
animal, will do more than Goliath with all his armour. 
My God is still with me, and I think my whole soul is 
ripening for heaven. Oh when shall I meet you, with all 
our religious friends, in that happy place! ]\^ bodily 
hpalth has been much impaired since Conference; though 
now I believe myself something better. However, Jesus 
ia precious ; and to die would be infinite gain. How often 
do I reflect upon the happy seasons we have had together, 
and immediately I look forward and ask, ^' Shall we meet 
in heaven V All, all my Brunswick friends, shall I meet 
them there ? While I ask the question, I could wet my 
paper with my tears. Tell them, oh! tell them aU to 
meet me there. 

Since I left you, my dear father has taken his departure 
for that happy country. For it he had been contending 
for more than fifty years. He left the world shouting 
" glory." Pray, how does your dear father travel on ? 

I hope never to forget you and the souls that God hath 
given you. Bear up amid all the difficulties of the way, 
and heaven will reward you at the last. 

When I was with you, I was afraid that the temptation 
to ease was so great that a circuit where more hardness 
was to be endured would suit me better. I am here sur- 
rounded with Baptists — some of whom are friendly, while 
others are hostile. Indeed, this seems to be their head- 
quarters. Our Methodist friends are remarkably kind; 
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and I have every reason to be satisfied, could I see sonls 
justified and sanctified. Lord, " revive thy work," and 
give me souls for my hire I I hope that you have a pros- 
perous time, and that the- good Lord is abundantly refresh- 
ing you and the church. Does your class continue to pros- 
per f Do you experience heaven still in your own soul ? 

Does Sister rejoice evermore ? God is my witness 

that I love you and pray for you. That earnest wrestling 
with God, let us never give up, until our souls are landed 
safely in Abraham's bosom. I could say much more, for 
my heart swells within me. Love, I feel, shall be my 
song. Oh ! for a gust of praise to go to the ends of the 
earth. Affectionately yours, 

John Wesley Childs. 

This letter is a fair specimen of the spirit and style in 
which Mr. Ohilds wrote to his Christian friends at this 
stage of his ministry. Religion was his theme. He seemed 
rarely ever disposed, to write or converse, for any length of 
time, on any other subject. He seemed to live in a spi- 
ritual atmosphere that invested him like a garment ; and 
he carried it with him wherever he moved. We cannot 
fail to discover from this letter, as a specimen, that there 
was a great deal of ardour and zeal about him in his early 
days. He was warm and rapturous in his religious emo- 
tions. And yet his zeal and fervour were tempered with 
knowledge. 

He refers, incidentally, in the letter above, to the death 
of his father. He was deeply affected by this bereave- 
ment, and yet he met it with extraordinary Christian re- 
signation. The removal of his friends and relatives from 
earth only seemed to strengthen the ties that bound him 
to heaven. He looked upward through his tears, and 
saw the bow of God's providence bending upon the bosom 
of the dark cloud of sorrow above him, and then bowed 
submissively at the altar of resignation and said, " The will 
of the Lord be done." Amid all, he laboured on — never 
halting — ^never wavering. He was unmoved by trials and 
afflictions. 
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As the year progressed, there was an increase of religions 
interest on the circuit. Sinners were awakened, and peni« 
tents converted : this reyived and cheered him in his work. 
He ¥ras not content without seah to his ministry. There 
were but comparatively few Methodists in his circuit; 
these for the most part he had found good and true ; and 
in all the classes he found deep, experimental religion; 
but his cry was, " Lord, give me souls for my hire.'' 

In the mondi of December he wrote as follows to his 
friend in Brunswick : — *' Our circuit seems to stand &st, 
and I hope that vital piety is spreading in this country. 
We have a gradual increase; and, blessed be God, I 
rejoice to say, some of them bid &ir to make firm and use- 
ful members of the church. I am endeavouring still to 
pursue the road to that glorious city, of which it is said, 
< There is no night there.' 'Tis true, if any man will get 
there, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 
the footsteps of his Master. But with Christ in my soul, 
all is easy ; and I am making progress in Divine things. 
My soul is feasting from day to day on the bread of 
heaven. The enemy thrusts hard at me, that I may &11 ; 
but hitherto Qod has helped me, and I will trust and not 
be afraid." 

He closed up his year's labours on the Caroline circuit, 
not without seals to his ministry. The people became 
warmly attached to him, and gave him up with a gieat 
deal of reluctance. The church on the circuit had pros- 
pered under his labours, and he left the charge in a better 
condition than he found it. 

Up to this period, we find him everywhere the same 
self-denying, watchful, faithful Christian. His conscience 
was as tender as '' the apple of an ^e." He continued to 
guard against case and slothfulness. These he feared and 
avoided as he would a serpent. He seemed afraid of him- 
self. He speaks of being wellnigh swept from his moorings 
and carried off with the current. But no one ever saw, 
during this time, any thing in his life or conversation that 
in the remotest degree indicated the slightest wavering in 
his course. The ract is, he was extremely jealous of him- 
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self, and often condemned himself, and wrote bitter things 
of himself, when, to the most scrutinizing eye, he pre- 
sented an example as nearly blameless as could be>expected 
from any human being. But his standard was high, and 
he saw defects that escaped the eyes of others. 

He went to the Conference held for that year, in the 
month of February, in the city of Kichmond, Virginia, 
and was appointed to the Mecklenburg circuit, where we 
shall pursue his life and labours in the ifext chapter. 



CHAPTER VL 

MECKLENBURG AND GEEENSVILLE CIBCUITS. 

1830 AND 1831. 

Early at his work— His labonr—Reviral— Letter to Mr. Claiborne 
— His habits and temper ©f mind — Influence — Saccessful year — 
Goes to Conference— Is appointfed to the Greenville circuit — Rev. 
R, G. Bass his colleague— Walks round his ofarcuit— His reasons for 
it — Difficulties on the circuit — ^Attends Conference — Is appointed to 
the Buckingham circuit 

"VyiTH his usual promptitude, Mr. Childs hastened to 
his circuit immediately on the adjournment of the Con- 
ference. The Mecklenburg circuit then embraced ^J^TJ 
large district of country lying on the north side oi we 
Roanoke river, and comprehending parts of ^Nottoway, 
Prince Edward, and Charlotte counties, with Bearly tUe 
whole of Lunenburg and Mecklenburg. Nearly every day 
of the whole four weeks included in the tour of the circuit 
was filled with an. appointment. Mr. Childs' s bealth was 
not very firm, and yet he punctually met Ms appointments. 
He, perhaps, did not have suflScient regard to his bealtn 
in this matter. It was of but little concern to him hoW 
the weather might be — ^his appointments must not be ne- 
glected. Through rain and snow, and cold and beat, he 
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pressed oo ; and scarcely ever failed to reach an appoint- 
ment in due time. His punctuality in this regara was 
remarkable. The people of the respective neighbourhoods 
of his appointments knew that he would certainly be pre- 
sent, unless providentially hindered, and that he would 
commence the religious services at the time appointed. 
The consequence was, he rarely ever failed to have a con- 
gregation assembled at the. hour at which he had given 
previous notice he might be expected to preach. 

On the Mecklenburg circuit, as on those which he had 
travelled the two preceding years, he had, at first, to com* 
bat some prejudices which his unusual strictness excited. 
In the class-room, he went into a searching examination 
of his members, for the purpose of asoertainmg, as clearly 
as he might be able, the state of piety among his people. 
The cold and formal he exhorted to increased diligence in 
the use of the means of grace ; the worldly-minded he ad- 
monished and reproved ; the light and trifling he rebuked ; 
the erring he laboured to reclaim. Some felt a little 
chafed and irritated at his course — some complained ; but 
this did not change his course. Steadily he pursued his 
work, and, in a very short time, his influence began to be 
felt, and the happy results were everywhere manifest. He 
preached in the most heart-searching manner, and then 
followed up the exhortations and instructions of the pulpit 
by private appeals and personal admonitions. He visited 
from house to house, spending a few hours with each family, 
reading the word of God and praying with the household. 
He sought out the sick and infirm, and ministered to their 
wants, temporal and spiritual, as his means and other cir- 
cumstances would allow. No part of his duty as a preacher 
of the everlasting gospel and a minister of a holy religion 
was omitted. He was truly '< instant in season, out of 
season,'' and wherever he went he left the savour of a 
holy influence and a godly example. The people every- 
where ^' took knowledge of him that he had been with 
Jesus." 

We are dependent, almost exclusively, upon personal 
recollections of Mr. Childs for all that we know of the 
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results of this year's labours. He did not preserve his 
diary, if indeed he kept one at this stage of his ministry, 
and we have but few letters written by him while on the 
Mecklenburg circuit. His correspondence, in fact, seems 
to have been limited at this time. 

From a letter, under date October 24tb, 1830, ad- 
dressed to the Rev. Mr. Claiborne, he writes as follows : — 
" Through the tender mercies of God I am spared; and my 
health is renewed, from day to day, as the eagle's. I can 
hardly tell what for ; yet infinite Wisdom knows best. I 
am fully satisfied that ' life is war, eternal war with wo j' 
and, in general, * they who bear it best, deserve it least.' 
But I learn, 

* The rougher the blast, the sooner 'tis past — 
The tempests that rise 
Shall gloriously hurry dnr souls to the skies.' 

Then let us submit, and with the Saviour say, ' Not as I 
will, but as thou wilt.' Even so assist. Lord Jesus. 

'* I fondly anticipated an interview with you at our camp- 
meeting. What prevented your coming? The weather 
was unfavourable, but the Lord was eminently present 
with us. Say about fifty professed to find the ^earl of' 
great price*. The Lord is reviving bis work on our circuit ; 
and, in various places, the altars are crowded with mourners. 
But I long to see the Lord take to him his glory, and cover 
the earth with his knowledge.'^ 

We have no means of determining how many persons 
embraced religion, under his ministry, during the year; 
but from the allusion to the gracious work in progress at 
the time he wrote the letter from which the extract is 
made above, and from the statements of those who lived 
in the circuit during the year of his labours there, we learn 
that a very extensive revival prevailed, in which many 
sinners were brought to Christ. 

From the sentiment of the letter just quoted, it would 
seem that Mr. Childs was indeed tired of the world. He 
seems to have prized life rather slightly. One would infer 
that he was rather '^ impatient to be gone.". But no un- 
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JQst inference should be drawn from the sentiment of this 
letter. It is yery certain that he did not highly value life, 
except as a means of doing good. He did not live to eat 
and drink and to enjoy sensual gratifications. lie mor- 
tified the body, and <* crucified the flesh with its affections 
and lusts ;" and was ever looking forward to the hour of 
his dismissal from this life as the period of his introduction 
into real and substantial joy. And, with St. Paul, he was 
ever ready to say, " I have a desire to depart and to be 
with Chnst/' And yet he was resigned patiently to suffer 
and to toil, till his Master should call him away to his 
reward. 

It must be admitted that, at this period of his ministry, 
ho did not enter into the social enjoyments of life to the 
extent that one would think he innocently and profitably 
might haye done. His presence instantly checked what 
many pious persons regard as innocent humour and mirth- 
fulness ; and he, at that time, scarcely ever indulged in 
anecdote of any sort, or in oonyersation that excited, at 
most, any thing more than a smile. But his whole de- 
meanour, withal, was so gentle and meek, and his spirit so 
devout, that one could scarcely see how he could act other- 
wise than he did. Ho prayea so much, and conversed so 
constantly on the subject of religion, that he seemed, while 
treading this earth, to be the denizen of another sphere. 
So heavenly-minded was he, that he seemed rarely ever to 
indulge a thought of earth. He expended but little, ex- 
ceedingly little, upon his person, and every surplus cent 
he had on hand he gave to the poor and to charitable and 
benevolent objects. There are hundreds now living who 
will bear testimony that the representation here given of 
his life rather faUs below than exceeds the facts in the 
case. His presence seemed almost to excite a holy awe in 
the minds of those who were thrown with him; for he 
always seemed just down from the mount of communion 
with God. The effects of his example are felt to this day 
on the Mecklenburg circuit ; and in eternity, doubtless, 
many will rise up to call him blessed as the results of his 
ministry in I80O. 
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of speech or of human wisdom/' but rigidly confined 
himself to the "word of the testimony/' delivering his 
message in scriptural phrase, ^^not in words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Boly Ghost teacheth, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual." Hence, his 
sermons were not attractive to the vulgar taste by aught 
that was new or brilliant; but were plain, practical, 
pointed, and often attended by the demonstration of the 
Spirit His inordinate conviction of the deceitfulness and 
natural depravity of his heart was the principle which 
prom^d the rigid discipline to which he subjected him- 
self, -and caused him to forego all special preparation, 
and to reject all adventitious aids in his public minis- 
try. Those who were tmapprized of thin principle, formed 
wrong conceptions of his condition and character. Some 
regarded him as a fanatic; others, as a monomaniac; and 
nearly all thought him ultra; but the generous sym- 
pathy and liberal indulgence which he extended to others 
indicated the spirit of love which animated his zeal, com- 
mended him to every man's conscience as a holy minister 
of Grod,. and secured to him the veneration and cordial 
affection of all with whom he held converse. He left us 
at the expiration of the conference year, enriched by many 
seals to his ministry ; endeared to the hearts and gratefiu 
affections of his people, and approved unto God, a work- 
man that needed not to be ashamed, having faithfully and 
successfully administered the word of truth. 

The remainder of Rev. Mr. Claiborne's communication 
relates to a later period of Mr. Childs's life, and will there- 
fore be reserved till we meet this man of Grod again, on the 
Brunswick circuit, near the close of his ministerial labours. 
The foregoing shows "the type of the man at an early pe- 
riod in the history of his p^toral work. The people of 
his care became tenderly attached to him ; and, at the close 
of the conference year, he left his charge, beloved by all. 
No man ever exerted a more holy and salutary influence 
upon the piety of a community than did Mr. Childs, in 
1828, upon the Brunswick circuit. 
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He attended the session of tb^e Conference held for that 
year, in the month of February, in the town of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, from which he was appointed to the Caroline cir- 
cuit, lying north-west of the city of Richmond, and em- 
bracing a section of the State noted, at that time, for its 
church difficulties and religious controversies. 

The Baptists, as a denomination, had long had the pre- 
dominance in this portion of the country ; and there had 
been some rather unfriendly controversies between the 
Methodists and Baptists, touching the mode and subjects 
of water baptism. The spirit of reform was also agitat- 
ing the Methodist Episcopal Church at that time ; and the 
Caroline circuit had not escaped its effects. Some few 
members had left tii9 church, and unfortunate difficulties 
had arisen in some of the societies. The result was, 
scarcely anv thinff was heard from the pulpit but the oon- 
troversal cUscussions of points of Christian doctrine and 
questions of church government. In the midst of this sea 
of strife, the subject of this biography was thrown when 
the storm was at its height, and when shipwreck and 
disaster threatened the dearest interests of the church of 
Christ. But Mr. Childs was a man of peace \ independent 
in his views and in his expression of them, but kind and 
respectful to those who entertained opposing opinions. He 
carefully abstained from participating in the controversies 
B9 rife in the land, and set himself to work to call off the 
minds, of his people firom the exciting and profitless sub- 
jects in debate. ' He clearly saw that in the endless strife 
about ¥iater^ ^' the Uood of sprinkling'' was forgotten ; 
that personal religion was scarcely once thought of, while 
parhfy par^ was every thing. His soul sickened within 
him. He was ill at ease. He thought of the pleasant 
scenes of the past year on the Brunswick circuit ; of the 
seasons of '' refreshing from the presence of the Lord ;^* 
of the souls brought to Christ ; of the prosperity of the 
church, and, looking around upon the scene of spiritual de- 
solation that met his eye on every hand, he was cast down 
and dispirited. This we learn from the following letter, 
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Thise are a mere specimen of the reasons which he as* 
signed for travelling on foot around his circuit. There 
was a great deal of opposition to his course ; and many of 
his brethren remonstrated with him on the subject. But 
it was a matter of conscience with him; and whatever 
others might think, he believed it to be his solemn duty, 
in the fear of God, when his health and other circum- 
stances would permit, to walk and preach. The subsequent 
parts of his life will show us that this was no transient 
conviction with him. It did not end with a single experi- 
ment. It was not the result of a mere whim or fancy. It 
was not an enthusiastic glare, that blazed up with brilliancy 
for an hour, and then expired for ever. No : it was a set- 
tled conviction, that haunted him through life ; and it will 
be seen that his religious enjoyments were more affected 
by this one thing than, perhaps, by every thing besides. 
Let us not be hasty, then, in deciding upon 'the propriety 
or impropriety of his course. Let us hear him speak for 
himself, as he frequently does, at a later period of his life. 
We admit that it is strange that he should have been so 
singularly exercised, and for so long a time, upon a matter 
which, it would seem, could not be very difficult to settle 
satisfactorily. How long he continued to travel on foot 
around his circuit on his first experiment, we do not know ; 
but, in the month of June, we find him writing to Mr. Bass 
in relation to some change in his appointments, and he 
says, by the way — " Bodily infirmity has forced me to 
resume travelling on horseha^c/c" 

His abstemious habits and abundant labours greatly en- 
feebled him ; and in the absence of » sufficiently nourish- 
ing diet, he was not able to endure the fatigue of walking 
from appointment to appointment. And yet nothing short 
of absolute necessity could induce him to resume travelling 
on horseback. He says, he was ^forced" by "bodily ha- 
firmity^' to resume it. He must therefore have believed 
that, so long as he could walk and preach, he was in the 
path of duty in so doing. If the experiment had been 
followed by a loss of comfort, or an abridgment of liberty 
and success in preaching, he doubtless would have aban- 
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doned it, without being forced to do so by bodily iBfirm- 
ity. He was not an obstinate man. He bad no pride of 
opinion in this matter; and we must conclude Uiat the 
experiment made by him, only the more fully settled 
the conviction in his mind that, to be happy, he must 
adopt this mode of carrying the message of salvation to 
sinners. 

He continued his labours, in the midst of bodily weak- 
ness and sore conflicts of mind, until the end of the Con- 
ference year. In December, 1831, in writing to his col- 
league he toys, " I feel greatly encouraged stul to mortify 
old nature, but weep and mourn that I have been so mucn 
like a broken reed. Oh, pray that God may heal me ' that 
I may recover strength before I go hence and be no more/ ** 

There does not appear to have been any very extensive 
revival on the circuit during the year ; and yet, in some 
neighbourhoods, there were prosperous times, which conti- 
nued, at a few of the appointments^ up to the hour of 
leaving the circuit for Conference. 

This was a year of more than ordinary trial to Mr. 
Childs. His mode of travelling excited not a little per- 
secution. This he brought upon himself. He met it, and 
passed through it with that meekness and gentleness for 
which he was so remarkable. But his principal trials mw 
out of the excitement in some of the largest and best 
societies in the circuit on the subject of "Reform.'' 
Several of the leading members subjected themselves to 
exclusion from the church, and the exercise of discipline in 
these cases was a source of deep and painfal anxiety to 
him. But he was firm and decided \ and perhaps no one 
ever managed so delicate a matter with more caution and 
propriety than did Mr. Childs. The very persons who 
were excluded from the church, and who voluntarily with- 
drew utider his administration, continued, till the day of 
their death, to cherish the kindest Christian regard for him, 
and he for them. 

The year's labours were closed up, and Mr. Childs re- 
paired to the Conference, which met in the city of Norfolk, 
February, 1832. From this Conference he was appointed 
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to tbe Buckingham circuit, lying south of James River, 
and between the city of Richmond ^nd the town of Lynch- 
burg. In this new field of ministerial labour we shall 
pursue his history in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

BUORINGHAM CIRCUIT. 1832. 

His activity in his work — Fidelity as a preacher — Troubled again about 
walking and preaching — Letter to his presiding elder on the sub- 
ject — Letter to Rer. R. G. Bass — His faithfulness as a pastor — Sancti- 
fication— End of the year-Attends Conferenoei and appointed presiding 
elder of the Yadkin district. 

We have now reached a period in the life of Mr. Ohilds 
from which we are better supplied with material for a con- 
nected history of his religious exercises and ministerial 
labours than we have been in the previous part of his bio- 
graphy. His , correspondence had considerably increased, 
and from this year forward he kept a diary, fragments of 
which hare been preserved ; and from these, with the per- 
sonal recollections which have been furnished us, we shall 
be able to lay before the reader a strictly authentic record 
of his every-day life. 

Mr. Childs was early at his work, and with his accus- 
tomed diligence and zeal commenced his pastoral labours. 
His appointments were regularly met — the classes were 
led — the delinquents were looked after — ^the erring were 
reproved — the desponding were encouraged — ^the sick and 
infirm were faithfully visited ; and everywhere he went, 
his godly example, his earnest prayers, and his pious ad- 
monitions produced the happiest results. 

From his diary we learn that he fovtnd great coldness 
and worldly-mindedness in some portions of his charge, 
while here and there he met with persons that he regarded 
as decidedly pious and deeply concerned for the prosperity 
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of God's caase on the ciroait. His great aim was hoUness^ 
and to this he everywhere laboured to lead his people. Ho 
was not content with a low standard of religion, or with 
low attainments in experimental godliness. He preached 
on the subject^ and urged it home upon the consciences 
and hearts of his members. He held the opinions of 
Wesley and Fletcher upon the doctrine of sanctification or 
holiness, and he scarcely ever preached a sermon in which ' 
ho did not exhort those who had obtained justification to 
'^ go on to perfection." On this subject he always grew 
warm and pathetic in a high degree^ and as he added scrip- 
ture to scripture on this vital doctrine, he never failed to 
quote, with extraordinary earnestness and power, the text, 
** WitlioiU holiness no man shall see the Lord" 

The efifect of his preaching and his daily walk and con- 
versation was very soon apparent. The church became 
more prayerful — the lukewarm were quickened — the light 
and trifling became more thoughtful — the congregations 
improved, and the signs of revival began to appear in every 
dilution. But, as constant and untiring as was his atten- 
tion to the spiritual welfare of the souls committed to his 
care, he never forgot his own soul. Personal religion was 
ever the first concern with him. He kept up his habits 
of early rising, earnest and protracted private prayer, con- 
stant perusal of the Scriptures, close self-examination, un- 
remitting watchfulness, and mortification of the flesh. 

Strange to say, ^e subject of walking and preaching 
continued to exercise his mind. It, indeed, gave him great 
trouble, and he feared that he could not preserve a good 
conscience if he did not adopt this method of discharging 
his calling. He prayed over the subject — ^sought direction 
from God, and did all he could to satisfy his mind as to 
his duty. 

On the 21st of April, 1832, he thus writes in his diary: 
'< How has my mind been variously exercised, during the 
last week or two, betwixt two ways that appear to be pointed 
out to me I Lord, direct me thyself — ^uphold me — suffer 
not my footsteps to slip. Thou art my portion, — ^be my 
God and guide oven unto death. Oh make me an efficient 
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labourer in thy Tineyard, and thy name shall have all the 
glory !" 

One of the ways to which he alludes above, is that -of 
walking from appointment to appointment, and from houso 
to house, in preaching Jesus Christ to the people. Exer- 
cises of this character continued until the month of June 
in that year, when we find the following entry : — *' I have 
resumed my former mode of travelling on foot. ' Lord, 
thou knowest my object in so doing. I3 it not to preserve 
a good conscience ? Search me and try me, and discover 
if there be any wicked way in me. Oh give me the power 
of thy spirit to uphold me through all the fatigue and op- 
position that I shall have to contend with ! Oh refine me 
by thy grace from all the dross of nature ! Let me be 
honest and open in all my movements.'' This is the lan- 
guage of one sincerely striving to do right. 

A few days after the entry just quoted, he writes, June 
14th :-^" Yesterday was, in many respects, a precious day 
to me — called to see a man far gone with a caneer — ^uncon- 
verted — ^talked with him — found he had engaged in the 
salvation of his soul, but had measurably fallen asleep 
again. He appeared to have his desires quickened — and 
left him, not without hope that God would be gracious to 
him. Preached at Chestnut Grrove — ^words seemed to flow, 
and some appeared affected ; but have not yet that power 
which, by the blessing of God, I hope to get, to enable me 
^ to do the work of an evangelist, and ^ake full proof of 
my ministry.' Travelled, say twelve miles [on foot] — my 
mind, this morning, peaceful and happy — ^my body re- 
freshed, and hope to have strength to persevere. Lord, 
help me to bring back the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel to thy fold." 

The presiding elder of the district had remonstrated, 
the previous year, against his walking round his circuit, 
assigning several reasons for his opposition to such a course. 
When Mr. Childs resumed this mode of travelling on the 
Buckingham circuit, he deemed it proper to write to the 
presiding elder on the subject, which he did as follows : — 
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Buekingluaii Oirenity Virgiiiia ConferenM^ 

June 14th, 1832. 

DsAB Bbo. Eably. — I hope you will not think me head- 
strong when I tell yon I have again resumed travelling on 
foot I see no other way (if my streneth will allow) to save 
my own bouI and dear my skirts of me people's blood. I 
think the Searcher of hearts knows that my object is to be 
found of l^m in peace, unspotted and blameless. K yon 
think me a fool, as a fool llien bear with me. However, 
if you think my course disgraceful to the cause of Method- 
ism, and if you and the brethren here wish me removed 
from the charge of the circuit, most gladly will I become 
helper anywhere in your bounds. 

We have had, I trust, some profitable meetings ; but the 
people, in general, appear to be weary and dull in their 
religious feelings; though I think there is some quick- 
ening among them. Some places have been taken into 
the circuit, and there is a prospect of some good. But I 
am conscious I must be humble myself if I would have God 
work by me. Indeed, I have firequently been persuaded 
that, had the Lord done a great work by me, it would have 
been my ruin. Show me the way to true humility, and I 
will rejoice as those that take great spoil. To go on in the 
same dull round, without growing in grace, is more than I 
can consent to. And be it that I am mistaken in my view 
how to obtain what I want, it is not such a mistake as will 
expose me to one frown from my Judge, I verily believe. 

Believe me yours, 

John Wesley Childs. 

N. B. What I have written above is, I believe, the 
honest sentiments of my heart. In addition, permit me to 
say, such is the apparent state of my lungs, without some 
such exercise, I should have to desist Accordingly, my 
general plan is, to say it is for the benefit of my heidth. 

J. vf* 0» 

When it is remembered that Mr. Childs ultimately died 
of consumption of the lungs, who can say that the exercise 
which he took on foot, at the time of life now under no- 
tice^ did not prolong his days f He says, ** without some 
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each exercise'^ he would haye been under the necessity of 
giying up the pulpit. God, in his proyidence, may haye 
led him into this path as a mean^ of prolonging his life. 
The word of God" says, " In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and he will direct thy pathst'' Neyer did a human 
being more deyoutly acknowledge God in all his wayg^ 
than did Mr. Childs, so far as we are capable of determin- 
ing; and would it not imply a sort of skepticism to ques- 
tion that an all-wise but unseen hand directed his paths ? 
We should be slow, at least, to censure or condemn his 
course, when he tells us that he yerily belieyed, eyen if 
he were mistaken, his mistake would not expose him to a 
single frown from his Judge. Wh^ honesty of purpose 
is here I What humility I His course is not characterized 
by enthusiasm or rashness. Eyery step is taken with the 
utmost caution and deliberation, and it is eyident that he 
weuld not haye adopted this mode of trayelling in the first 
instance, nor resumed it in the instance before us, had he 
not been impelled by the solemn and urgent behests of 
his own conscience. What solemn words are these which' 
he uses to his presiding elder I '^ I see no other way ^f my 
strength will allow) tO' saye my own soul and clear my 
skirts of the people's blood.^' 

The following entry was made in his diary on t'he 22d 
June: — ^<What now is my object and aim? Is it not 
to follow the heayenly Lamb ? Help me in all my way^ 
to acknowledge Thee ; and, in mercy, do thou direct my 
paths.'' 

The letter below, written to his former colleague, the 
Bey. Rowland G. Bass, will giye the reader a better idea 
of the exercises of his mind in relation to the subject of 
our remarks than any thing we can supply : 

Bnokingham Circniip July 16, 1832. 

Dear Bro. Bass : — Your letter was receiyed yesterday. 
I haye not time to say much, but will pen a few thoughts. 

By the blessing of God I haye perseyered in walking, 
and feel encouraged so to do ; though I fear it will subject 
me to a storm of opposition and persecution. Yet if God 
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be with me, all shall he well — ^indeed ihe Saviour saysi 
*^ Blessed are ye when men shall separate yon from their 
oompany." The more I o(»8ider the sabject| the more am 
I coQTinoed that the time has come when they will not 
endure sound doctrines There can he no doubt -that the 
great idol that is now geneially set up is dress ; and he 
that will noi bow down «hd. worship may expect to be 
handled ' rouehly. However, there is no other way to 
heaven than by die way of tnbulation.' Let us then keep 
the end in view, and prudently yet boldly follow the 
teachings of the word and Spirit of (hA, Faf* am I yet 
from being what I believe to be my duty as well as privi- 
lege; yet with the-apostle) in my humble manner, can 
say, <' I follow on, if that I may apprehend that for which 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.'' I need your 
prayers ; and be assured that I do not cease to pray ler 
you — ^it would be strange were I to forged you. Brother, 
put on the whole armour of Ood, and bid defiance to the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. 

I have reason to be very grateful te the Lord that, as 
yet, I have sustained no inconvenience from the source 
which caused me to stop last year. For some time I have 
thought it was a strong temptation of the wicked one. 
Oh, that Qod would give ua <' the wisdom of the serpent 
and the harmlessness of the dove !'' His sraoe will be 
sufficient for us, if we do our duty. Here is the point; 
but alas ! how weak am L With the powr^ I can do tole- 
rably well; but in the prisence of the rtcA, oh how 
cowardly 1 Pray that die diseases of my fallen nature may 
be entirely healed. 

I hear you have lost your horse. If you think he 
laboured under any disease when you got him, let me 
know. At any rate rif you need it) I will cheerfully assist 
you in the purchase of another. Or, you might take mine, 
if you wish, and use for the present. But the disciple's 
way is the safest. Oh, keep a good conscience, and it will 
keep thee ! 

Pray for your a£Pectaonate friend and brother in the 
Lord, John Wsblst Childs. 
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One with whom Mr. Childs was very intimate, and witb 
whom he corresponded more freely than with almost any 
one else, and who became acquainted with him while he 
travelled the Buckingham circuit, thus writes of him : — 
'^ You know he was always kind, polite, and affable to all ; 
'but in his intercourse with men, he seemed to avoid the 
company of the wealthy and Influential, generally. His 
course in thi9 respect was the result of the impression that 
his mission was chiefly to the 'poor of this world, and a 
fear lest he should insensibly drink into that spirit so 
congenial to flesh and blood. When in conversation on 
this subject,'' continues the writer, ^^ how often, and with 
what feeling, have I heard him quote the following : 

'' Keep me &om the great and wise, 
'Till they sink in their own eyes. 
Tamely to thy yoke sabmit, 
Ifoy their honours at thy feef 

And whenever he found any among that class of this spirit, 
no one ever sped with more willing feet to do them .good 
than did he.^ 

This extract in some sort explains the remark made by 
him in the letter above, that he could get along tolerably 
well with the poor, but that in the presence of the rich he 
was cowardly. The fact is, he could not be induced to 
conform to the customs and maxims of the world ; and 
when thrown into the circles of the gay and fashionable^ 
he could not exactly aocomi^odate his conscience to a com- 
pliance with their views and habits, and he therefore felt 
that his presence was not so agreeable to such circles as he 
could desire it to be ; nor was he so easy and happy as 
with those whose views and practices more nearly con- 
formed to his own. 

At this time, Mr. Childs dressed in an extremely plain 
style, but always neatly. He arose about four o'clock in the 
morning, and at an early hour he was ready to start to his 
appointment. His arrangements were made to call on 
several families by the way. When weary, he would sit 
awhile and read; beneath the shade of some old forest oak; 
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asd ihen, in natoie's mat temple, kneel upon the oarpet 
of moss at his feet, and pour out his ^eart to God in prayer 
for his guiding presence and sustaining hand. Then again 
he wonld stop at the humble house of some poor labouring- 
Bian, where the yoioe of prayer wasrarely, if eyer heard, and 
spend some time in reading to the fianUy, either firom the 
Scriptures or firom some religious book, and then en- 
g^e in pnyer for God's blessing upon all the inmates of 
the house. These calls were productive of great good. 
Thus he would proceed on his way to the churdi, where he 
rarely ever failed to meet a good congregation, and to them 
he would dispense the word of life with almost unexampled 
earnestness and effect 

His preaching was close, seaiohing, and scriptural. His 
appeals were pungent and stirring. The formalist in re- 
ligion never fiuled to get his share* Members of the church 
who lived in confixrmity to the world were '^ out off at the 
knees.'' He laid the truth, like burning coals of &re, upon 
their consciences } and after showing their inoonsistenoy, 
and pointing out, in the clearest manner, tl|e evil results 
of their course of life, he would then propound the most 
heart-searching interrogatories to them — such as, ''Can 
you kneel at your toilet, and ask God to bless you, while 
you, with care, are decorating your person?'' ''Can you 
implore the smile and blessing of God upon the party of 
pleasure in which you mingle f" <'Do you feel as deep a 
solicitude for the 'ornament of a. meek and quiet spirit,' as 
for the external ornament of the perishing body ?" ''Are 
you not more concerned to appear well in the eyes of your 
fellow-creatures, than to present an humble and contrite 
heart to God ?" With questions like these he would press 
the truth upon the heart, until the deepest convictions were 
riveted upon the minds of his hearers, that, to be Christiana 
in deed and in truth, they must not be conformed to the 
world. 

The piety of the church, here, as on the other circuits, 
improved under his ministiy; and the work of revival 
commenced. 

7* 
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In the month of August^ a camp-meeting was held on 
his cireuity which was attended with the presence of the 
G-reat Head of the church, and much good was accomplish* 
ed. There was great interest manifested by the prbfessors 
of religion on the subject of " perfect love/' Manj sought 
it, and sought it earnestly. This special interest wsis ex- 
cited by the preaching of Mr. Ghilds. It was a theme on 
which he dwelt with peculiar emphasis. He did not at 
that time publicly profess to enjoy the blessing ; and yet 
he gave good evidence of this state of grace. In a private 
conversation, however, with an intimate friend, at this 
meeting, he more than intimated, at least, an humble per- 
suasion that he had attained to this blessing while he was 
living in the city of Bichmond. He stated, in the conver- 
sation alluded to, that some time after his conversion he 
became almost a formalist in religion— *that his pride well- 
nigh ruined him — that almost etery spark of vital piety 
had expired in his heart. In this state, he said, he often 
felt that, if religion imparted to its possessor no more com- 
fort than he enjoyed, it was not worth the struggle it cost 
him to maintain the profession of it. He determined, if 
there were a better way, to find it. In this state of mind 
he sought direction from an old member of the churchy 
whose advice came near proving his overthrow. Such was 
his anguish and distress of mind, that he almost, at one 
time, determined to abandon the effort to save his soul. 
He however did not turn his face away from the cross; 
but continued to seek God until he obtained the witness 
of an entire consecration to God and his service. Whether 
Mr. Childs really considered that he obtained the blessing 
of sanctification, as understood in Wesleyan theology, at 
the time referred to, we are not prepared fully to say ; nor 
is the evidence very clear that he really made a public 2)rO' 
femon of this attainment at the time of which we now 
write ; but in after-life he often refers to his experience 
of divine things while on the Buckingham circuit, and says 
that for some months of this year he enjoyed the blessing 
of sanctification, or perfect love. In writing to a friend on 
this subject, in November of this year, he says : — 
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''Ohl look to tFesuSy he is 'abletosaTetoiheuttennosV 
and will in no wise cast you off. Dare not distrost your 
Ood ; and remember^ it is his blood and righteonsnesa we 
make our only plea. Who can be unsnooessful that flies 
to this f Oh 1 1 thiAk^ if I had a thousand souls, all should 
be ventured on Jesus. I lone to rejoice with you in having 
your enemies put under your reet. Wrestle with Christ in 
prayer, and you shall know that our God is faithful, and 
will come, and will not tarry. If you have not read lately, 
I would advise you to peruse Mr. Wesley's sermon on the 
devices of Satan ; and if Fletcher's letters are at hand, a 
look into them might be of service to you. * * * * I feel 
that God b good, and my heart, I trust, pants afler him ; 
though I want more, and I hope nothing less than the full 
firuition will ever satisfy me. I want wisdom to shape my 
course to the glory of God^ and the benefit of my fellow 



men." 



Mr. Childs continued his labours with unabatinff seal up 
to the day he left his circuit for Conference, which met in 
February 1833, in the town of Petersburg, Virginia. 

His ministry was not crowned with as much success on 
the Buckingham circuit, as it had been on some of his pre- 
vious diarges ; but he did not labour in vain. The church 
was edified, and its spirituality ffreatly increased under his 
pastoral care. The membership, generally, here, as on 
other circuits, became warmly attached to him. They 
loved him for his piety, for his fidelity as a pastor, for his 
direct and fidthfiil manner of preaching, and for his kind- 
ness and sympathy as a friend. The poor, especially, were 
perfectly devoted to him ; and when the hour came that 
was to separate him from them, they hung upon him with 
tears, and pronounced the richest blessings upon him. He 
had a sympathetic heart; and in separating from his 
people he felt, and felt deeply; but, with his uanal ac- 
quiescence in the allotments of Providence^ he said^ <^ the 
will of the Lord be done.'' 

He attended the Conference ; and, contrary to all of his 
expectations, and, it would seem, in opposition to his pre- 
feienceS| he was appointed presiding elder, and assigned 
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to the Tad&m distriot^ lyisg prinoipallj id the state of 
North Carolina. 

In this new und untried field of ministerial toil we 
shall take up his life in the following chapter. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

TADKIN DISTRICT. 1833. 

The office of prestding elder — Tlie Yadkin dislriot — Antiior's first no- 
qaaintanee witii Mr. Ghilds — His attention to his work — Impression 
he made on the distriot— Troubled in mind about walking and preach- 
ing — Letter to Miss Rires — Letter to Mr. Bass — Qreat reyiyal-^ 
Oamp-meetings — A thrilling anecdote — Extracts from his Diary — 
Letter to Mr. Bassr— Diary — ^Anecdote — Increased earnestness upon 
the subject (d sanctification — Close of the year — ^Trip to Lynchburg^ 
Va. — Thence to Richmond — Thence to Raleigh — Conference — Re- 
turned to the district — Goes to Lynchburg — Extract from his Diaiy 
on the day of his majriage. 

This year introdnces Mr. Childs into an entitelj new 
and different sphere of labour. To him, nothing oould 
haye been more unexpectedy aad yet he submitted meekly 
and quietly to his appointment. 

The office of presiding elder is the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is one of very great importance, in the present 
economy of the dburoh. In the absence oi a bishop, a pre* 
siding elder is clothed wi^ nearly eyery prerogatiye of 
that nigh functionary. It is his duty to exercise a gene- 
ral Buperyision oyer all <^the elders, deacons, trayelling. 
and local preachers, and exhortersin his district; to change 
and st^end preachers, during the intervals of the Con- 
ferences, as the Discipluie directs ; to oyersee the spiritual 
and temporal business of the church; to see that eyery 
part of tiie Discipline be enforced ; to decide questions of 
law in a Quarterly Conference /^ and espeeially to watch 
oyer the young preachers in his district, direct their stu- 
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dieSy correct Ikeir improprietiea of oonduot, «nd traiii ihem 
up for usefuloeas in the ministry. 

A mere glance at these disciplinary duties of a preading 
elder, will cenvince any one of the importance and re- 
sponsibility of the post Mr. Childs, on his entrance upon 
the duties of his office, seemed duly to weigh and appre- 
ciate the ijuportance of the trusts committed to his hands. 

The tract of country embraced in his district was all 
new ground to him. He was entirely unknown in eyery 
part of it The Conference, at thai time, being yery large, 
and all the circuits to which he had been assigned lying 
yery remote from the Yadkin district^ he was without an 
acquaintance, except among the preachers, in all his 
bounds. In a yery short time, howeyer, reports in rela- 
tion to the extraordinary piety, extreme plainness, and 
heart-searohing preaching of the new presiding elder, were 
circulated in eyery part of the district Curiosity was 
cyerywhere on tiptoe to see him, and to hear him. 

The Yadkin district included a large extent «f temtory, 
lyine principally in North Carolina, and stretching from 
the beautifully undulating hill country of Guilford and 
Orange counties to the top of the Blue Ridge mountains 
ill the north-western part of the State. It was trayersed 
by the Dan and Yadkin riyers, which Yise in the secluded 
dells of the mountains, and after winding along under the 
beetling rocks and holly>crowned dills, break away^ in 
bold and majestic sweep, through some of the most fertile 
and beautiful yalleys that haye ever been brought under 
eultiyation. To one who is fbnd of natural scenery, there 
is scarcely a more fioiaainating region in all the older settled 
portions of our country, than was included in the western 
portion of the Yadkin district The counties of Surry, 
Wilkes, and a part of Iredell, presented a continued suc- 
cession of mountains, with graceful yalleys interyening. 
Many spots are now remembered, £com which the eye of 
the trayelieris greeted with as splendid landscapes as eyer 
entranced the imagination of the artist^ or stirred the heart 
of the.poet 

Eyeiy yariety of life was presented in this extensiye 
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field of ministerial oversight and labour. Along tbe noli 
and hichlj cultivated low grounds that mark the courses 
of the larger streams, might be found the wealthy farmer, 
with his highly polished and educated family around him, 
while en the intervening ridges/and on 'the moootains, 
life was met with in its more rustic and uncultivate4 
forms. 

In ihe midst of this interesting district of country, we 
pow find the subject of our biography. The^^ author well 
remembers the firs^tiiae hb ever saw him. It was a short 
time after he got on his district, at his first quarterly 
meeting fqr the Guilford circuit, held in the little town 
*of G^rteensboroueh. The eongregatfon had convened, which 
was unusually krge for Saturday. All eyes were turned 
towards him as he entered the door, and walked up the 
aisle to the pulpit. He was 'dressed in a plain sijdt of 
blue cassinet; he wore a white cravat, with his collar 
turned down ; his hat was something of the Quaker style. 
His countenance was i^acid, slightly -shaded with apparent 
anxiety, and yet differing in . expression from any thing 
we had ever seen. He ascended the pulpit with that gravity 
and solemnity which become the sacred desk ; and after 
remaining for awhile in 'private prayer, he arose /rom his 
kneeS; and sung, by himself, the hymn. commencing, 

** 111 praise my Maker whue ryei>reath, 
And when my voio^ iff lost in death, * 

Praise shall employ aiyjiohler powers ; 
My days of praise shaU ne'er be past^ 
While life and thcmglit ai\d being last^ 

Or immoiiality endures.'' • 

There was a subdued sweetness in Jiis voice; and ftn air <tf 
devotion in hia manner, that nngularly affected the aui- 
dience, and when he aros$ to copmetoe the services, the 
whole congregation was moved to, tears. 

His text on the occasion wall taken' from M&ttfaew zvi. 
24 s ^^ Then said Jesus unto his disciples, if any man will 
eome after me, let him deny himself, and lake up his cross- 
and follow me^^' bis treatment of the subject ws» ex- 
ceedingly easy and natural. He quoted several passages 



RET. JOHN WESLV7 OHILDS. 83 



firom Mr« Wesley's sermon on the same text On the 
subject of self-denial he enlarged, and dwelt with great 
earnestness. Never shall we forget some of the views he 
presented on this point He urged self-denial in relati<m 
to the indnlgenoe of the appetite — ^in relation to dress — 
in relation to the indulgence of the flesh in its clamoura 
for ease ai^ rest; and then went on to animadvert on ccf- 
.tain habits wEidi men formed, which he thou|^t should 
be abandoneil by the disciple of Jesus Christ He alluded, 
to the use of tobacco, and various other luxuries, which 
were expensive, and which he thought should be given 
up by Christians ; as means wotdd uiereby be placed at 
the disposal of church members which might be ap[«opri« 
ated to thd rc^ef of th% poor, and to the various benevo- 
lent enterprises of the church. In relation to tobaoco, he 
remarked, that the taste for it had to be cultivated — ^that 
it was exceedingly offensive to the natural appetite — ^that 
its use was expensive — ^that the indulgence was attended 
with inconvenienee, both to the consumer, and im those 
associated with him ; and, ^erefore, on these several ac- 
counts should be abajidoned, especially by the follower of 
Christ, who was >>i^.A«ing to tne bar of judgment to ac- 
count to bis Qtod for the manner in which he had expended 
his Lord's money. ** Give it up," said he. '< Leave it to 
the horn-worm, and the g«at of Tobago. Save your money 
to give to Gild's poor cmldren— to send the Gospel to the 
destitute, and to ^ther the cause of the Redeemer in your 
midst." • 

The sermon produced a remarkable effect upon the hear- 
ers. Bjb views <m the subject of dress, and eating, and 
kindred topics, were all startling; and not a few began 
to think that tiiey had the whole of the religious life to 
bi^n auQW. The discourse was a subject of remark in. 
every circle ; and the effect was to itvw out a very large 
crowd to hear him the next dav. Aftd iv this way he 
commenced Ihs ministrv on all the eirouits of his district 

It Iras exceedingly difficult to gainsay his views. Many 
thought he carried Uiem too &r, in relation to dress, the 
indulgence of the appetite, Ac.; but those who objected 
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admitted tbat there was great force in what he said — that 
his views were strongly fortified bj scripture — that his 
reasoning seemed conclusiTe^ and that it was not an easy 
matter to mark the point where he passed beyond the 
golden medium^ which should be held and maintained by 
all tme discij^es of Jesus Christ. 

At an early period in the year the work of reyival com- 
menced — ^first in the churchy among believers, and then 
among the unconverted. As the camp-meeting season ap- 
preached the work increased in power, and depth, and ex- 
tent ; and we do not exaggerate when we say that thou- 
sands were brought to God at the meetings which he at- 
tended. Bmt we must drop back and take up the year 
more in detail, and in the order of its events, as they stand 
conneeted with the lifb of Mr. Childs. 

He attended punctually to all his official duties, growing 
out of his new relation to the church. His quarterlv meet- 
ings were all attended, and the business of the quarterly Con- 
ferences transacted in. the most orderly and devout manner. 
He presided with the utmost kindness and respect to every 
member, but always' with firmness and decision. He was 
faithful in administering reproofwhenever it became neces- 
sary in the discharge of his office. Sabbath-schools were 
always inquired after; and whenever it was in his power, 
he visited them in person, and prayed with the children. 

But it is evident he did not feel that he was in the 
work which suited him best as a minister of the Gospel. 
He preferred the pastoral oversight of a circuit. He had 
certain convictlDns of duty that he could not carry out 
into practical effect as presiding elder of a district. In a 
word, he could 7U>t wd& and preach. The distance from 
one appointment to another was too great; and yet he 
seems to hare been constantly haunted with this conviction. 
This subject forms such a prominent part in his thoughts 
and religious experienee, and is so frequently introduced 
in his diary and correspondence, that we are compelled to 
allude to it again and again, in order to preserve a faithful 
record of his Mfe. Below we give a copy of a letter written 
by him to Miss Martha S. Rives, the lady who subsequently 
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became his wife, in which "he allades, incidentally, to this 
snbjeot, as a source of great trial to him. 

Paiariok County, Va^ April 13, 1833. 

Dear Sister MABTHA:^-In compliance with my pro- 
posal, I write to inform you that, through the goodness of 
God, I arrived in time for my first appointment on the dis- 
trict, and am tolerably ^ell. 

I hope that you are steadily pursuing the things eter- 
nal — casting this weary world with cdl its trappings behind 
you. I am more than ever convinced that nothing short 
of the continued energy of the Holy Ghost resting upon us 
can enable us to do this. We soon grow weary and £dnt 
in our minds; and whenever we lose for a moment, <Hhe 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of thii^ not 
seen,'' we take up with the poor baubles of time andsense 
to supply their place ; or, as the apostle has it, '< we build 
again the things which we once destroyed.'' The more apt 
we are to do this, because there are so few witnesses of the 
^ great salvation" around us. To instance, who are in- 
violably meek, gentle, and patient, among all your ao» 
quaintance ? Many, I hope — few, I fear. Yet if the Scrip- 
tures be true, this we must enjoy, or never see the uncloud- 
ed face of G<Ki in pe^ce. Let us not deceive ourselves 
then in these important and awful matters. How very 
easy it is to think well of ourselves, because others do so. 
I fear I have erred on this score. Yet, blessed be God, I 
see the delusion, and the Lord assisting me, will steer clear 
of this rock. I am sensible that I do not, and lately have 
not enjoyed aH that is my privilege. Various causes have 
existed. 1. In going to Conference and returning it is 
almost impossible to be regular in one's habits. 2. I know 
that self-denial, and bearing the daily cross have been, in ^ 
a great degree, wanting. However, X rejoice in God^ that 
this has been a day of uncommon nearness of access to the 
mercy-seat He has, in some good degree, healed me of 
my diseases, and my sonl is rendered more vigorous to run 
the race set before me. I have covenanted afresh, — ^may 
my vows never be broken. 

8 
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I am more deaiij oonyinoed that, in consequence of the 
disordered state of this world, a true Christian must run 
the risk of being thought '< beside himself/' — and must 
consequently lose his good name. Oh I that God would 
give us courage to face these difficulties; and ^' count all 
things loss for the ezcellencj of the knowledge of Christ * 
Jesus my Lord." 

Let it be our constant prayer^— - 

''Let me gain my calling's hope, 

nuike the sinner clean ! 
Dry corruption's fountain np» 

Cat off ihe entail sin. 
Take me into thee, my Lord, 

And I shall then no longer rove ; 
Help me, Saviour, speak the word. 

And perfect me in love" 

Qod has done much for yoU; and I hope the above prayer 
is already answered in you. I know it has been again 
and again in me. Pray, oh, earnestly pray that it may 
again be accomplished in me with mighty power I then I 
shall be property commissioned to preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. I hope that sister E. is 'Agoing on to 
perfection/' seeking to be '^ crucified to the world, and the 
world to her." Encourage Mary to be diligent in reading 
and prayer ', and though we should not expect too much 
from one of her tender years, yet, let us take heed that we 
do not discourage her. 

Peace be with your spirit. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Wesley Childs. 

'We copy his letters, nearly entire, for the reason that 
they contain so much in relation to his personal experience. 
They supply a better view of his character, exercises of 
mind, and every-day life^ than can be derived from any 
other source. 

The following extract from a letter written on the 19th 
April, to his devoted friend, the Jlev. Eowland Gt. Bass, 
will give the reader a hint of his views in relation to his 
new position as presiding elder : — 
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''I still find diffiooltiM in the way; but blessed be 
Qodf be deigns to pour into my soul occasionally the oil 
and wine of consolation. Yet die /%dnes^ the plenitude^ 
is what I want. Help me still by your prayers, for I feel 
that I need them more than ever* Indeed^ I have been 
seriously exercised about tryine to get dear of my task. 
I wish to do nothing rashly ; out 'I fear, sometimes^ J 
should have objected firmly. But then there is the hope 
of doing more good— of being more extensively useful. 
Yet I fear, and tremble. None but God can deliver me, I 
know, and bring my little bark safely to the desired haven.^' 

Whatever views we may entertain in relation to thtf 
conviction which seems to have given him so much trouble, 
we cannot but sympathize with him in his seasons of 
darkness and despondency growing out of this cause. He 
was honest in his convictions. He sincerely believed it 
to be his duty to bear his message on foot, and he could 
not overcome that conviction. He laboured to do so ; but 
it was only when he consented to it that his peace of mind 
was uninterrupted. There must have been some hidden 
cause for this that we are not able to understand ; and we 
are compelled to leave it just as he presents it, without 
attempting to solve the difficoides which it suggests to our 
minds. 

In the month of June, Mr. Childs gave his correspoad- 
ence with Miss Rives a turn which it had not previously 
taken ; and as it presents many points of sin^ar interest, 
we will defer any further extracts from it, tiU we arrive at 
a period in which we can lay the whole before the reader 
without interruption, and in a connected form. Suffice it 
to say, in this connection, that he made proposals of mas^ 
riage with her ; and as "the course «f true love never did 
run smooth,'' it is but just to suppose that his mind was 
more or less affected by the different aspects which that 
stream presented, as it flashed and sparkled in the sunlight, 
or darkened beneath the folds of the portentous clouds 
which threw their shadows upon its bosom. 

As the summer advanced, his popularity increased, and 
his influence became very great. His society was sought 
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by Christians of all denominatioq^; and he became a uni- 
Tersal favourite in every part of his district. 

He commenced holding camp-meetings as early as the 
month of July, and kept them up till the middle of Octo- 
ber. These meetings resulted in the conversion of a large 
number of persons, and in the improvement of the piety 
of the church. At most of them he preached earnestly 
and powerfully on the subject of sanctification, as held by 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and not a few were stirred 
up to seek for that blessing ; and at several of his meet- 
ings considerable numbers professed to obtain it. 
- Never shall we forget some of the scenes of that camp- 
meeting season. Occasions are now remembered in the 
Randolph, Guilford, Stokes, and Davidson circuits, where 
there were wonderful displays of Divine power in the sal- 
vation of the people. It seemed often as though heaven 
had stooped to earth, and 



« The men of grace had fonndi 
Glory begun below.' 
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And in the midst of the greatest excitement, — when 
Christians were rejoicing, and sinners were crying for 
mercy, he might be seen, bendipg over the pulpit, or out 
in the congregation, encouraging penitents, sinking the 
high praises of God, or urging the ungodly to fly from the 
brink of ruin to the expanded arms of the Redeemer. He 
conducted the exercises himself. He was always at the 
public prayers in the morning — ^always in the pulpit at the 
time for preaching ; and such was his influence, that he 
could preserve the best order in the largest congregations, 
with the utmost ease^ and, generally, without giving 
offence to any one. 

We shall stop here to give a narrative, of a most painful 
and melancholy character, growing out of an incident that 
occurred at one of his camp-meetings, in the month of 
August 1833. 

Mr. Childs had preached on Sabbath morning with un- 
usual power and effectiveness. The whole congregation 
was deeply impressed ; and in every direction sinners, cut 
to the heart by the power of God, were weeping and pray- 
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ing for mercy. Seriousness was depicted on every oonn- 
tenanoe. An almost oppressiye solemnity reigned over 
the immense concourse that were congregated on the en- 
campment. The altars were crowded with inquiring peni- 
tents; and there was scarcely a careless or unconcerned 
person to he found in the grove. Mr. Childs, according 
to his usual custom on such occasions, walked out into 
the congregation, and conversed with such as attracted his 
attention, upon the subject of religion. Passing aboul 
from one to another, he came to a gentleman, well known 
in the county, w}io appeared rather indifferent, and he 
kindly spoke to him about his soul. The man was an 
avowed infidel, and was engaged in a traffic well adapted 
to blunt and destroy all the finer sensibilities of the hu- 
man heart. He was wealthy, and proud. He disdained 
religion. When Mr. Ghilds spoke to him upon the sub- 
ject, he treated the matter with the utmost levity and 
contempt. He was tenderly besought to think more seri- 
ously, and to speak less rashly about a matter in which he 
really had so deep an interest. But he grew angry, and 
cast every indignity that he could upon the ffentle and 
holy man that sought to lead him to Christ. Mr. Childs 
proposed prayer ; and all around him knelt, and became 
profoundly sUent, except the gentleman in question ; and 
as Mr. Childs began to pray for him, that Gk>d would open 
his eyes to see his condition, and move his heart to make 
him feel how awful and perilous waa his state, the man 
began to curse him ; and with all conceivable oaths and 
blasphemies he continued to vent his feelings of malignity 
and contempt, until Mr. Childs dosed his prayer; he then 
turned away in a rage, and in a short time left ihe camp- 
ground, and returned to his home, which he reached about 
Sie going down of the sun. He sat for a while in the long 
piazza in front of his house, and conversed sparingly with 
his family. As the twilight deepened, and night let drop 
her «curtain, he commenced walking up and down his 
piazza. Presently his tea was announced, but he refused 
to join his family at the table, saying that he felt a little 
indisposed, and did not feel like eating any thing. He 
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oontinued to pace his piazza, until it was time for the 
family to retire for the night. His wife requested him to 
go to his chamber. " No/' said he, " not now. Leave 
me alone for the present.'' She urged him to go in from 
the night air ; that he was further endangering himself 
by his exposure. " Let me alone," said he, as she in- 
sisted upon his leaving the piazza. '^ When I go in at 
that door," said he, solemnly, '^ I shall come out no more, 
until I am carried out to my grave." At first his wife 
was startled ; but she recovered herself, and remonstrated 
with him for using such language, and indulging such 
gloomy feelings.' Said he, "I cursed the preacher to-day 
— ^I did wrong. He is a good man, I doubt not, and I 
should not have treated him as I did j and now I am going 
to die, and I shall go to hell. I ought not to have cursed 
that man." She continued to expostulate with him; 
told him that he was depressed, and low-spirited, and did 
what she could to relieve his mind. But he persisted in 
saying that he was going to die, and that when he retired 
that night, it would be for the last time. 

At a late hour he went to his bed ; but, alas ! -to rise no 
more. In the morning he was found quite ill. Medical 
aid was called in, and every thing was done for him that ^ 
could be to give him relief. But he told them it was all ' 
in vain — that he should die and go. to hell — that his case 
was hopeless for this world and the world to come. He 
grew worse ; and it admits of a doubt whether the dying 
chamber of any man ever presented a more terrific and 
heart-appalling scene than did the chamber gf this misera- 
ble man. He sent for the pious tenants on his farm to 
come and sit by him and keep the devils out of his room. 
He said that the multiplied sins of his wicked life were 
like so many demons tearing his bleeding heart. Some 
attempted to direct his mind to the Bedeemer as the Sa- 
viour of sinners. " Oh I" said he, " I have rejected the 
last ofifer; and I have cursed the minister who made the 
tender of salvation to me in the name of Jesus." 

The scene was too awful to behold. His neighbours 
fled from his presence^ and his words of despair and re- 
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mORie and unavailiikg regret haonled them whereyer they 
went He sent for three men who had been engaged with 
him in the same immoral traffic. They came ; and with 
the earnestness of a man dinging with a trembling grasp 
to the last eternity-insulated promontory of time, he be- 
aonght them to abandon that traffic — to seek the pardon 
of weir sins and escape, while they might, the hell of end- 
less honors to which he was inevitably doomed. They 
promised him fiiithfally that they would obey his dying 
request. The scene grew still more frightful. Beefpur — 
utter despair was depicted in his face. His eye seemed to 
be kindled as with a spark from the pit of heU. His voice 
unearthly. He called his friends to his bedside for the last 
time. Said he, '' I am dying. When I am gone you wiU 
all say that I died frantic an^^ out of my senses. This re- 
port will be spread through all the country. Now,'' said 
he, '' I am perfectly in my senses. I never was more 
rational. I know what I am now saying, and all that I 
have said; and I now make this statement, that what I 
have said may not be lost upon you." He then, with his 
remaining strength, cried out in the most startling accents 
— « The devils are around my bed — ^they wait for me — 
they mock my dying struggles, and as soon as I am dead 
they wiU drag me to the hottest place in hell.'' These 
were his last words. 

The effect of this man's death upon the whole com- 
munity, for many miles around, might be seen in the sad- 
dened and eloomy countenances of every one that heard 
the moumfru tidings. For several weeks, the whole coun- 
try wore an air of sorrow and melancholy grief. 

The three men who promised him that they would re- 
form, did so for a while ; but fiiQally returned to their for- 
mer employment, and, painful to relate, all three of them 
died suddenly, and without an hour for repentance. One 
of them died of cholera; another was drowned by the 
burning and sinking of a steamboat on » western river; 
and the third by a sadden visitation of God. 

Names have been suppressed in this narrative, for the 
reason that we wish merely to relate the fiusts without in- 
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fficting any additional wound npon the Barriving friends 
or relatives of the deceased. '^ Touch not my prophetS; 
and do mine anointed no harm/' 

In using Mr. Childs's diary, we riiall abridge hb etitrieS| 
as there is comparatively but little variety. 

His diary was entirely private, and was intended for 
bis own improvement. He wished to note his own daily 
Christian experience for the purpose of self-examination ; 
and that he might be able, as he progressed in life, to sur- 
vey more accurately the path over which he had travelled. 
Until about the first of November of the year |iow under 
notice, he made his entries at irregular intervals; but, 
from this time forward, for two years, nearly, he made his 
entries almost daily. 

October 11^, 1833, he writes — ^^ O Lord, I confess my 
backslidings unto thee. Be pleased to heal me for the 
sake of Jesus, and give me the true Christian courage to 
do thy will. * * * * I see my past folly. help me to 
glorify thee more perfectly. Amen.'' 

We shall now introduce extracts from ^is diary running 
through several months. 

'< Nov, Ist. — This day has been one of much reflection, and 
serious meditation. Oh I I discover dark spots in myself, 
and am fully prepared, by God's blessing, to amend. O 
Lord, be pleased to let light shine upon me, more and 
more. ' Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow.' Oh ! may I not 
forget thee. May I make some entry of thy goodness «nd 
lovingkindness daily. Thou art good to so poor a worm. 
Lord pity me — humble me, and keep me in the dust at thy 
feet." 

'' Nov. 2d. — This day my soul is following hard after Ood ; 
though not yet in possession of the fulness. Oh I my God, 
when wilt thou come and bless me. I long for thy full 
salvation. How wavering is my mind I How much. in- 
disposed to bear the cross I I confess before my God that 
I have sinned in ceasing to walk and preach. Oh ! what 
a fat portion did my ^oul find in [taking up that cross.] 
If Thou wilt yet accept my poor services in that way, I 
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wH return to it as soon as the way shall be open. I know 
it is grievous to flesh and blood. The cross is heavy } but 
whtit of that ? Did not Jesus bear it before me ; and shall 
I not count it an honour to tread in his footsteps ? Lord, 
strengthen me for the conflict, that I may endure as seeing 
him who is invisible. O enlarge my heart — enlighten my 
mind, and give me a sound understanding, that I may do 
thy will on earth as angels do In heaven.'' 

" JVbt;. 6th. — ^My soul has wrestled with God this morn- 
ing, and with his blessing I am resolved to persevere. Oh ! 
when shall my soul triumphant prove. I confess before 
thee my foolishness, and am conscious of my unfidthfiDil- 
ness. It is of his great mercy that I am not consumed. 
Heal me, Lord, and I shall be healed ; save me, and I 
shall be saved. Do thou teach me to do thy will more per- 
fectly, and uphold me with thy free spirit. Help me to 
be firm to my purpose, and fixed in my determinations.'' 

<' NigJu. — ^This day my soul has been in some measure 
stayed on God. I nearly live in the victory of the grace 
of the Gospel. Oh I when shall I enjoy the falness. Lord, 
hasten the hour when all within shall feel thy power. I 
long to be swallowed up in love. ^ Jesus, thou source of 
all my joys,' help me mightily by thy spirit. With thee 
I stand ; without thee I fidl : Do thou teach me to be 
more than ever circumspect. Oh ! that all thy life may be 
manifest in my daily conduct. Save me from a disposition 
to censure^ — ^rather let mejpiVy." 

" Kav. 7th, — ^Rose at four o'clock — sprayed and read the 
Scriptures till near six. My soul enjoys some life ; but not 
a fidness. O I why are thy chariot wheels so long in 
coming ? The cause surely exists in me. My purpose, I 
think, is unshaken to do the will of God my heavenly 
father." 

" Nov, %th, — ^Rose this morning at four. Loitered an 
hour in dressing, shaving, and making a fire, (all badges 
of the fall.) F^yed and read the Scriptures till six. 
Found some liberty in prayer. The word of God peculiarly 
precious to me ; my soul feasts upon it. Oh ! for grace 
to watch and pray this day. I feel an increasing desire 
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after holiness, and a firmer resolution Ifterallj to forsake 
all, and follow Christ. To walk and pr^pach seems to be 
the point I must come to, if I would be happy on earth, 
or in heaven. Lord, give me grace and courage — ^strength 
of body and of mind.'' 
^ Oan any one read these transeripts from his heart, and 
question the honesty and conscientiousness of the man ? 
What a constant conflict there seems to have* been going 
on in his mind at this time ! We shall introduce a cor- 
respondence, at the close of this chapter, which will ex- 
plain, in part, the severity of the contest just at this time. 
It will be seen that he was negotiating a matter in which 
difficulties were raised on the ground of his walking and 
preaching; and thus we may account for the subjects 
pressing so heavily upon his mind, at the time the above 
entries were made. 

^^ Nov. Wth. — Rose at four — found some liberty in 
prayer. The presence of the Lord was greatly felt. I am 
sensible of my shortcomings. By Divine grace I am re- 
solved to try and do better. Lord, humble me in the dust, 
and give me wisdom and prudence. Make me holy in 
heart and life, and all manner of conversation. 
• ^^ 

" Keep me dead to all below. 
Only Christ resolved to know ; 
Firm and disengaged and free, 
Seeking all my life in thee 1" 

^^ Nov. 12th. — Oh, my God, thy goodness has been 
astonishing I Why is not my cold h art lost in wonder, 
love, and praise ! I feel unworthy, and deserve not the 
crumbs that fall from the master's table. Yet, satisfy my 
soul with thy Spirit. My former guilt and unworthiness 
^ stare me in the face; but the great mercy in Christ en- 
courages me still to apply for grace and salvation. Oh ! 
for power always to pray, and preserve a collected mind. 
May thy presence accompany me through this day/' 

There is a peculiarity in Mr. Childs's journal that we 
have not met with, to the same extent, in that of any other 
man. We allude to the fact that he seems to have co/t- 
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versed with God, He was always in a frame of devotion ; 
and 80 constandj did he commune wiih God, that he 
seemed, when m'iting, to talk with him. Any one who 
reads his diary must be strack with this pecoliarity. In- 
deed, we find it necessary, in making extracts, frequently 
to insert the name of the Deity in order to supply the 
ellipsis, ffrowing out of this peculiarity, so as to make it 
intelligiDle to the reader. 

The following letter, addressed to the Bey. R. 6. Bass, 
contains seyeral things bearing upon the points which have 
been brought to notice in the above extracts, and we have 
chosen to introduce it in this place. 

YacUdn Distriot, Not. 4th, 1833. 

Dear Brother Bass : — Your letter was received, and 
I was pleased to hear that you were doing well, and still 
resolv^ to pursue the strait gate and narrow way. Thi% 
and this alone is the sure way to heaven ; and though we 
may have some difficulties, for a time, yet God will deliver 
us from every evil work, and preserve us unto his heavenly 
kingdom. Let us then, my brother, be wiUine to suffer 
with our Lord here, that we may reign with him hereafter. 
Now is the time for you to show yourself a man for God. 
Not indeed in the estimation of the carnally-minded, but 
in the view of our Father — the angels — ^the holy Scriptures 
— ^and even our own consciences. Let us live so as to main- 
tain peace within, and then no weapon formed against us 
shall prosper. Let us look steadily at what is our duty, 
and leave the consequences to God, and all shall be weU. 

I would advise you never to give up the glorious strife. 
Do not sink down into a state of Laodicean formality. Do 
not be content to go on as the current is moving. Up, my 
brother, and struggle against it with all your power. Gbd 
will help you — ^he will give you the victory. Even now 
he is waiting to work with you, and in you, ^ to will and 
to do of his own good pleasure.'' How many slumbering 
virgins there are that lack oil in their lamps I May God 
help you and myself to keu) ours trimmed and brightly 
burning. There is no time for delay. 
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I now heartily wish I had kept to my feet when on 
^ them. I am fully persuaded it would have been far bet- 
ter for me. I see no other way for me to escape the cor- 
mptions of the worlds and my own nature ; and even then 
nothing can be done but by simple and lively faith in the 
Lord Jesus. But unless we do what we can— even to the 
utmost^ God will not give that faith. Let us contend for 
it earnestly, my brother, and God will give it richly and 
fully. To this end I would advise you to be up at four 
o'clock in the morning. Pray, read, write, and pray again, 
and He will meet you, in blessings, and prepare you for 
every good word and work. 

t}od has dealt very kindly with me— -one of the most 
ungrateful of his creatures. It is because he is God, and 
not man, that I have not been cut off, and that forever. 
He deigns in some degree to visit me, and has not given 
me over unto death. My soul still foUows hard after him, 
and nothing short of the fuU salvation shall satisfy me. 
Oh I when shall the welcome day arrive that " plants my 
God in me." 

We have had some refreshiog showers of grace on this 
district ; yet, comparatively, the waters run shallow. There 
are some, however, genuine souls. But who lives up to 
the rules laid down in the Discipline ? They are whole- 
some, and can scarcely be bettered. How we should 
thank God that these are not laid aside. * * * * 
Fear not man. Christ positively commands us not to fear. 
Be not rash in any thing. Weigh every thing by reason 
and the Word of God. 

Affectionately, your brother in Christ, 

John W. Childs. 

The foregoing letter contains some things that will strike 
the mind of the reader as being a little strange. But it is 
of a piece with almost every thing he wrote at this time of 
his life ; and it is our design to furnish a faithful record 
of his history, as supplied by his own hand, rather than 
to give our own impressions of the man, or to draw a mere 
fancy sketch of him. We leave the reader to draw his own 
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QonoliuioDSy and to make np hia own eatunate of the aha- 
noter whiok we thus piasent. 

Wo retnin to his diary again. 

<< I^. l^tk. — ^Rose at four. Prayed and read ny Bible 
more than an hoar. My soul still follows hard after God. 
Thoa alone art able to do the mighty woA of creating my 
aonl anew in Christ Jesus. . I bless thee for my being and 
all the blessings oonneoted therewith. '^ 

**Nov,14ik, — ^This morning rose after four. O, my God, 
vooohsafe to keep my heart and mind stayed on thee. 
Save me from the motions of pride— delivw me from all 
appearanoe of eviL Let the knowledge of thyself be ex- 
tended through my instrumentality.'' 

in our future extracts from lus diary, we shall omity 
generally, the first line, whioh isalmost always in the same 
words, nantely ''Boee at foior/' or ''about four. Prayed 
and read till six." This w^ his uniform practice, and 
the entry was made accordingly. Sometimes he rose a 
little later, but he always notes it with some expression of 
aelf -reproi^ He seems to have made it a matter of oon- 
science, as he did every thing else, to rise at four o'clock in 
the morning ; and spend near two hours in his devotions. 
First praying then reading his Bible, then writing in his 
diary, then praying again. And inasmuch as he was so 
regular in this, we shidl omit the entries whioh relate to 
it, unless for some iq[Mcial reason. Indeed, we shall omit 
manv of the daily entries entire, as they are often very 
nearly in the same words, and are short prayers for grace, 
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit : more properly, they 
are little oonversationa with God. His heart seems to 
have talked with Qod, and he noted down his part of the 
conversation. This is the best idea we can give of the en- 
tries in his diary. 

'' Nov. Ibth. — ^My heart, I fear, is not following as stea- 
dily after God as his word requires. O, show me the hid- 
den cause. Grant me grace to put it away, be it ever so 
dear." 

'' iVW 18<&. — ^My soul earnestly desires to be filled with 
the fulness of God. My heart pants for tho inestimable 
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blessiDg. ' Oh ! when shall my boqI triumphant prove V 
Why breaks not out the fire within ? I enjoy a good mea- 
sure of lore, joy, and peace ; but I want the witness that 
my heart is entirely sanctified. Lord, I believe I enjoyed 
it several months last year. 

' Oh I wh J did I my Sayiour leave. 
So soon imfalihfal prove V 

Do thon pity me in my low estate, and reclaim my fall- 
ing footsteps. ^ Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, 
and uphold me by thy fi«e spirit.' " 

" Nov, l^ih, — ^My mind somewhat serene. Found more 
liberty in prayer than usual. Bee clearly my own defi- 
ciencies. Oh I God, what a wonder that thine anger has 
not waxed hot against me, and sent me down quick into 
hell. ' spare me that I may recover strength before I go 
hence and be no more seen.^ 

' I aek not life, but let me love.' 

I seriously promise in the name of Jesus to try to do 
better." 

" Nov. 20^^. — ^Thou Giver of all blessings, I bless thee 
for the desire I retain to serve thee. Increase in me this 
disposition, and help me to show forth thy praise by being 
much more faithful.'' 

"JVbr. 21st, — ^Lord, I feel very weak; thou art my 
wisdom and righteousness. diffuse thine image through 
my soul. I ask, desire, and trust in thee to be cleansed 
from all sin." 

" Noo, 22<^.— Oh I I pant for God— the living God. 
When shall I come and appear before him 1 I con^ss my 
folly — ^lament my backslidings, and spread all my wants 
and woes before my heavenly Father. Bo thou for^ve 
and heal me. Save me for thy mercies' sake. 

' I cannot rest tall pore within — 
Till I am wholly lost in thee.' 

Take care of me this day, and suffer me to run into no 
sin or danger. Amen. Save me. Lord J^esua." 
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<<iVb9.23<l.-r-Thi8nioniingroee before four. Brayed and 
read my Bible more than an hour. Examined the 27th 
chapter of Matthew with references. My soul received 
much light| and. I troat strength. O Lord, strengthen 
ne moat glorioasly, and prefMure me for the great work of 
aaying souls. My nnfidthfulness makes me ashamed; 
bnt I r^oioe that I ha?e an advocate with the Esther." 

^ AVo* 24liL — ^Had some drawings of the Spirit, bnt not 
enonffh. O^ my Qod, strengthen me in the way thon 
wouldst have me go. Suffer not my feet to slide. Do 
ihoa help me mi|^tily this Sabbath day." 

'< iVoDL 26l4.— ^PMyed and read my Bible more than an 
hour. Found not so much life as I desire — ^think I know 
the oinae. O Ood, I have solemnly dedicated my soul, 
body, and spirit to thee and to thy servioe. Wilt thou 
aooept my feeble offering? 0^1 let the name of Jesus be 
more precious tome eyery day and hour that I live* * Let 
thy goodness likea fetter' bind my «cafc\/W and thankful 
beari to thee." 

^ITav.MA. — Omy God, I praise thee fer brin^png me 
aalely to this place. Be j^eased to bless me with thy 
special presence. Oive me mora grace, especially humility.*' 

'^ Ncv. 21th. — I fear I am deficient in Christian chanty. 
Oy then Author of my saltation, save me firom every spirit 
and temper contrary to that which was in Mee. avn me 
especially firom bigotry — from supposing we are the people, 
and all others oome short May the Lord give mealarge 
and liberal soul. Thou King of Glory, give it to me now, 
while I wiitOL I pray thee, rive me the true wisdom in 
this matter, and save me £ur 2iy mercies' sake. May my 
aonl in thy sight be even as a weaned child. Holy Ghost, 
eome upon me this morning 1" 

**Nov. 28l^ — ^Feel myself dull and heavy— know the 
cause. Do not aovam my appetite properly. Oh ! when 
ahall.I — ^I who nave had occasion so ofisn to lecture others 
on ^is subject — live aeoording to wisdom and truth. 
Lord Jesus, save me or I perish. I know it is thy will ; 
Oh I when shall it be. Save me now ; and to God only 
ahall be all the gloiy, through Jesus Christ. Amen." 
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, We pass oyer to December 8d. '^ Read a ohapter oi twa 
with notes. Felt some life, but <^ I how far beneath my 
priyileges do I fall. Lord, help me to be more prompt in 
rising in the morning*. Help me to be more watehful 
during the day. Let my light shine brighter and brighter 
T to the perfect day/' 

'< Dec. 4th, — I see my path is beset with dangers, snares^ 
and death. Lord, to whom shall we go but unto thee f 
I am weak, and like Peter have denied thee hi days past 
— ^negatiyely if not positively. I feel that I cannot en- 
counter the difficulties ahead, unless thou dost greatly 
strengthen me. Oh I do it for thy glory and thy great 
namas sake. Amen.'' 

** Dec. 6ih. — ^Fotind peace and comfort, and a Messed 
prospect of doing the will of God more perfectly — 

'Already sprmgixfgjiope I feel^ 
God will destroy me power of hell.' 

my God, wash me in thy precious blood, and make my 
heart steadfast in thy covenailt-^ 

' Give me Thyself, from erery boss^ 
Prom erery wish set free'^— 

but to glorify thee on earth, and find my way to heareo. 

1 commit my soul, body^ and spirit to thee — vouchsafe to 
accept my sacrifice.'^ 

^^Dec. 7th. — ^Yesterday was fast day. Oh I how near the 
throne did my heavenly Father admit me. My multiplied 
sins and grievous backslidings I confess with shame. Oh I 
do thou cast them all behind thy back." 

^^Dec, ^th, — Sundajf morning. — ^At Colonel Jones's. 
Ob Lord I I bless thee through Jesus for thy great goodness. 
Lately I have been labouring under unusual bodily weak- 
ness. Since last Thursday have taken no animal food^ 
and find myself mueh improved in feelings, and, I think, 
in health. Lord, lead me in a plain path because of mine 
enemies. O strengthen me in body and soul to do the great 
work I have taken in hand — ^to be a witness for Jesus." 

*' Dee. 9th, — ^Felt more life than usual — ^feel that God is 
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dmwiBg neaver to rae oontinually . For sewnL dajs, ha^p 
enjojed uneommon peaoe And tranquiUity bo€li of l>ody and 
mind. 'O Lord, I will praiae thee; for thongh thou wast 
angry with m$y (in aome degree,)L thine anger is tamed 
away and thou dost comfort me/ Help me to pentevere 
in a oonrse of well doing. Soon, I know, all temporal 
things will change and fade. Oh ! let me not be deoeiyed 
by the temptations that may befiJl me ; bat grant me grace 
to be all eye, all ear, all expectation in rererence to the 
oominff foe, that I be not sarpriaed into any known sin. 
Thoa hast meroifolly preserved me for a length of time, 
even fircmi my beeetting sin. Hdy Father ^ canst thoa 
not preserve me to the end ? I ask for all in and throagh 
Jesos Christ. Amen and Amen.'' 

'' Dec* llt&. — Sorely God has come anosaally near me, 
and in me. Yesterday was a high day to my sool. Oh I 
what blessings did my heavenly Father commnnioate. I 
can scarcely tell the tmie when I felt so well both in sool 
and bo<)y. I trost he gave a Messing to the people also. 
He is sorely willing to commwdcate still more of his grace. 
Indeed, for several days, he has been ipreatly blessing me, 
so that I have been ready to make Jacob's promise, 'If 
the Lord will be with me, and hoq^ me in the way that I 
go,' &0. my Savioor, hdp me, and help me mightily, 
and grant me grace to lay oat all my health and strength 
far l£ee. Even so. Lord Jesas, thy will be done." 

<' Dec 12(&. — ^Phsaohed at Bock Spring, from Isaiah xlii. 
18-19. Spoke some strong words, especially against 
hrandy-makert, " 

<< Dec 14(^. — Satwrday nwming, — ^Bose at foor. Prated 
and read my Bible for near two hoars; foand some Ufe, 
and, I hope, strength. I have eaten no animal food for 
more than a week, and think my health improved by it — 
at any rate, I feel mach more free and easy both in body 
and sooL 'O Lord, revive thy work,' bless my charts, 
and save the seals of the people. Oh 1 let me never be 
as salt tiiat has lost ita savor. I here devote myself anew 
to thee, Father, Son, and Holy Qhost. Accept my offer- 
ing, and make my body a temple for the Holy Ghost to 
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dwell in. O iMtd, hen; and when thou betrest, forgifv; 
and oome down and dwell with a worm from henceforth. 
Amen : even so come, Lord Jesns.'' 

^^Dec. Ibih. Sunday morning. — ^ * * This Lord's day 
I conseerate my son!, bodyy and spirit to thy senriee. 
Yonohsafe to release me from all my sinS; and gire me the 
inward kingdom here, and glory hereafter/' 

'^ Dee, 17 th, — ^My resolution to be wheUy the Lord's is 
strengthened. Oh I may the eoyenant blood be applied thai 
takes my sins away. Lord, make me thy beloved, and let 
me dwell safely nnder the shadow of thy wings. I want 
more purity.'* 

" Dec. \%th. — ^Pelt the Lord near and preeions. Go with 
me this day to my appointment, and commune with fuy 
heart by the way. Lord, giye a blessing to this family.'^ 

He was, at the time of the last entry, at James Camp- 
bell's, Esq., in Iredell county, N. C. Mr. Campbell was 
one of Mr. Childs's devoted friends — an intelligent Chris- 
tian gentleman, and a most judicious counsellor in church 
matters. He has been dead for several years; bat his 
memory lives, and his influence is still felt. From Mr. 
Campbell's, Mr. Childs rode to Salisbury, and stopped with 
his devoted friend Mr. Palmer, at whose house he almost 
always lodged when in that place. Here he writes — 

*^Dec \9ih. — Felt sweet peace, but want a greater fblness. 
Preached last night, in this place, to a few people, with 
some liberty; and, I trust, some good was done. Lord, save 
the inhabitants of Salisbury. I cannot forbear recording, 
this morning, the goodness of Ood to my souL For some 
time my soul has been almost continually living in the 
victory of the grace of God. 

' Ofay how shall wprds, with equal wurnith. 

My gratitude declare. 
That glows within my ravished soul. 
But Thoa oaDit read it there.' 

' I will bless ihe Lord at all times : His praise shall con- 
tinnally be in my mouth/ ^ Keep me, he^ me, gneiovs 
^ord, and never let me go.' " 
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« Lexingitm, Dec 20ih.— At Mr. MoBoiie'ft Felt the 
presenee of the Lofd in some good degree, though not m 
dearly and sensibly as for some days past. Yet, I think I 
knew the eanse. O Lord, help me to be more iratohfiil in 
the article of food. Grant me grace to nse only that 
quality and quantity that is best tor me. My soul in 
some degree awells in the Tictoiy of the graoe of Ood. 
Preached last nkht in this place. The Lord in great 
meroy gave me nroible mxda^ for which I am thankful. 
Oh ! that they m»y not fidl to the ground. O Lord, save 
tiie inhabitants of this Tillage.^' 

Mr. Mdlorie, with whom Mr. Childs uniformly lodged 
in Lexington, was a pious Presbyterian gentleman. He 
was deyotedly attached to Mr. Childs, and would not allow 
him to call any other place his home in the village. 

We next find him at Midway, in Davidson county, where 
he writes : — '^ i>0c. 21«(. — ^Yesterday we dedicated Midway 
chapel to the service of the Triune (tod. My subject (Isaiah, 
66th chap., 7th verse) was new, and my thoughts were 
quite scattering ; but, towards the last, the Lord poured his 
Spirit upon us, and we had a gracious time indeed.* O Lord, 
nukke thyself known during this quarterly-meeting.'' 

'' Dec 22c2. — I have enjoyed much peace for the last 
two weeks, for which I thank God through Jesus Christ. 

* 6UU hold my soul in Meond Uh, 

Till I thy gloiy see ; 
Until the sprinkling of thy blood. 
Shall apMk me up to thee!'" 

'< Dec 23<2. — ^Yesterday my soul was in a state of severe 
trial. O Lord, I throw myself upon thy meroy in Christ 
Jesus. Keep me this day.'' 

The next day we find him again with his fidend and 
brother, Mr. MoRorie, in Lexington, where he writes : 
"2>ec.24<&. — ^Felt seme comfort and life; but how for 
short do I come of my covenant engagements with my 
€k>dl How much am I a slave yet to the (Opinions, 
foahions, and 'customs of men ! How much want of that 
real love to my neighbour as to. myself I Oh my Qod I 
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is not the want of perfect love to thee the fame oaiue of 
this deftciency ? I see it — ^I feel it; and by the grace of 
God I purpose to amdnd my ways and my doings. Oh 
Jesns I- suffer me not to fall from my steadfSAstness ; but 
do thou make me more and more unmovahlef always 
abounding in the work of the Lord 1 IVeached last night 
in this place in one of the jury rooi^s in the court-house 
to a few persons. Had some Hfe and liberty ; but oh I I 
fear I am yet preaching myself instead of C^nsi. Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, preserve me, a worm of the earth.'' 

^< Wednesday morning, Christmas Day^ Dec, 2^th. — At 
Bro. D. Mock's. Bose near six I Strange that I should 
oversleep myself I An unusual dulness — sluggbhness — 
think I know the cause. Lord, I kiss the rod, and adore 
the hand that sent it, though for the present it be not joy- 
ous but grievous, nevertheless, afterwards it shall yield 
the peaceable fndt of righteousness. Grant me grace to 
be properly exercised." 

^^Dec. 26th. — ^Enjoyed a calm serenity of mind; yet 
oh I my Lord, I want power to watch unto prayer. Help 
me to Hve through this day, and through succeeding days 
to the glory of thy name.'' 

^^ Dec. 21th. — ^My purpose remains unshaken to do the 
will of my heavenly Father. Lord, who am I that thou 
shouldst condescend to take knowledge of me." 

^^Ashbaraughf Dec. 28^.— At Col. Elliott's. Found a 
degree of peace, but fear I do not ^ hunger and thirst after 
righteousness.' Lord, stir me up to double my diligence. 
When shall a crucifixion of the flesh, an entire crucifixion 
be obtained ? Oh I hasten the joyfiod day. Lord, speedily 
accomplish the work with power. I am thine, save me 
for Jesus' sake." 

^^Dec. 28«4.— Still at Ool. Elliott's. Sunday morning. 
Enjoy more apparent health of body and peace of mind 
than usual; but oh I I am not zealous enough, do not 
< hunger and thirst after righteousness' sufficiently. Lord, 
save me from all my besetments, and give me grace to 
watch unto prater continually. Oh I assist the to love thy 
law. May it be better to me than thousands of gold and 
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alrer. This day be with me in my pnblio ttiliiistrationsy 
and may I worthily partake of the broken body and spilt 
blood of my Saviour. Aid me in every thing, that thy 
name may be jglorified, and the souls of the people edified 
and saved." 

► « Dec. 30<A.— Still at Col. Elliott's, (A kind family.) 
Slept about six hours during the night. Found inde- 
scribable peace in my devotions. Oh ! what comfort and 
happiness should I lose were sleep to overcome me. O 
Lord^ help me to live regulariy and religiously before 
thee. 

** Yesterday waa a day of uncommon comfort to my 
soul. The Lord enabled me to preach to the large con- 

S*egation that attended, to edification and comfort, I trust. 
, my heavenly Father, seal instruction on many hearts. 
Oh ! give me the preparation of soul requisite for the 
faithful performance of my pastoral duties. Come, Lord 
Jesus, into my heart — ^into my labours, and in thine own 
good time take me away from a world of tribulation 
and trial. Thou art mine, and with confidence I call thee 
Father. What shall I do to praise thee — 



' Praise to Thee, eternal merit. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 



*» 



<< Dec. ^Othf 183d.--Same place stiU. Felt peace in 
my soul in my morning devotions. I trust the people of 
Ajshborough are solemnly impressed with the subject of 
religion. All seem to be kind ', but, Lord, thou knowesi 
how long this will last. I commit my way to thee.'^ 

We next find him in Guilford county, at the house of a 
kind Christian brother, where on the Ist of January, 1BS4, 
he writes as follows : << Bose a little after three. My soul 
in some degree stayed upon God. <My soul foUoweth 
hard after Gkd, and his right hand upholdeth me.' I 
desire, this morning, to give myself anew to thee. O ac- 
cept of mv poor sacrifice, and do thou condescend to pre- 
serve me nom all sin, and make me a vessel unto honour, 
fitted for the master's use. O give me more of the mind 
that was in Christ Jesus; and may my ^adorning' be the 
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inward adorning 'of a meek and quiet spirit^ which is in 
the sight of Gcd of great price.' " 

'^ Greenboroughj Jan. 2dj 1834. — ^Rose at quarter after 
three ; felt calm and peaceful. Prayed and read mj Bible, 
after which 1 talked a little too much ; felt a momentaiy 
check ; but oh I how soon pardoninff love takes place. O 
Lord take me into closer union with thyself. 1 am vile, 
and helpless, and miserable without thee. Give me the 
humility of the Gt}spel, and aid in all my attempts to do 
good in thy name. I want more grace, more love, zeal, 
and profound humility.'' 

^^Jan. Zdj Friday morning. — ^At Bro. Edwards's. 
Bose before five. Prayed and read my Bible nearly two 
hours or quite. Felt die presence of our heavenly Father 
in a good degree. my Ood, I praise thee for what thou 
hast and dost impart; but this cannot suffice. I still 
look for more. Pity my unwatchfiilness, and giye me 
perfect Iotc. Swallow up my soul in love — 

' Oh love I thou bottomloBS abyaa.' 

1 this morning reconsecrate my soul, body, and spirit to 
thee : all I have, all 1 am. Oh I take me — seal me for 
thine own, and 

' Thine shall be the glory, 
Man's ihe boundless bliss.' 

Gome Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and reign in me : 

' No longer from thy creature stay. 
My au&or and my end.' 

Thy service is perfect freedom. my Father, evermore 
give me this bread from heaven." 

From the date of the last entry, the author was in com- 
pany with Mr. Ohilds for several days following, and was 
the witness of his extraordinary devotions. We rode nearly 
thirty miles on the dd of January ; and it was, perhaps, 
one of the coldest days of that winter. It was Mr. Childs's 
fast, for he fasted every Friday ; and with the exception 
of a little bread and cheese, wludi he took about three 
o'dook in the afternoon^ he ate nothing till nearly eight 
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o'clock in the erening. We had gone about nine miles 
on our lonrney, when we came to a little yillaffe in which 
Mr. Ohilds had seyeial acquaintances. He roue up to the 
door of their houses and inquired after the health of the 
inmates ; and finding a member of one of the fiunilies ill, 
he dismounted and went in, and after a little oonyersatiouy 
he proposed prayeri according to his usual custom, and 
then he importuned, and plead with God for the recovery 
of his friend. He left the family and friends all in tears, 
and proceeded on his journey. 

Just at nightfall we stopped at a house of private en- 
tertainment, and took lodgings for the night. It was ex- 
tremely cold. The room to which we were assigned was 
for some time without fire ; but Mr. Childs, true to his 
devotions, was engaged in private prayer for some time 
before supper was announced. There was a good deal of 
company in the house ; and there were some who were a 
little frolicsome and full of life, who kept up a good deal 
of noise andanirth below stairs. This annoyed Mr. Childs 
very much : for the house was kept by a Methodist. Sup- 
per was late ; Mr. Ohilds was wearied with the da/s travel 
through the cold; and the boisterous conversation, loud 
laughmg, and constant bustle seemed, momentarily, to dis- 
turb the equanimity of his spirit. And after praying 
earnestly for awhile, he went down to the foot of the stair- 
way in die passage, and asked a servant to request the lady 
of the house to come to him. She did so ; and he, in the 
most gentle and affectionate manner, remonstrated with her, 
as a Christian, for permitting such behaviour under her 
roof. It was but a few moments before every thing was 
quiet, and he was no more disturbed in his devotions. The 
next morning he made the following entry in his diary:— 
^^Jan, 4tA. — Bose before six. Prayed and read my Bible 
about an hour. Dull — some life towards the last. How 
much true religion is wanted here I Lord, open their 
eyes, and open the eyes of all our preachers, that we may 
not rest till there be no room left for error in doctrine, and 
viciousness in life.'' 

It is not too much to intimate that t^ dulness of which 
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he here complalfli wi» the resalt of j^^yncoZ and notmortl 
oaiises. Mr. Childs had been exposed to the oold the 
previous day, through a fiitiguing ride. He ha^ fasted the 
whole day. He did not get to bed as early as usual, and 
his rest wius broken. It is to be apprehended that Chris- 
tuns often write bitter things against themselyes, and 
oomplain of coldness and want of seal in religion, and eyen 
accuse themselves of baokslidbg, when the whole is attri- 
butable to physical causes, and not to be ascribed to any 
neglect of duty or moral delinquency whatever. Mr. OhildSy 
we dare believe, often condemned himself for a want of more 
spiritual life, and for apathy in his devotions^ when the 
fact is, he was so exhausted, physically, that he could 
not rise above the languor consequent on such exhaustion. 
But to return : — 

*^ Lexington^ Jan. hih. — At &iend McRorie's. * * * * 
Through grace was, in a /degree, melted. Lord soften my 
heart yet more and more. I have come short of thy glory. 
O save me for thy mercies' sake. O keep ni».as the apple 
of thine eye. Hide me in the secret of thy pavilion. E 
it 90 thai lam engaged to change my rehdon in liftf My 
Gk)d, I thank the&'—l receive her as from thee; thou 
knowest that in some respects I have been submissive. I 
had given up all expectation, and now receive her as im- 
mediately &om thee. Lord Jesus, make us faithful. O 
bless us, and bless us abundantly .'' 

The reader will find an explanation of some of the matters 
alluded to above, in the correspondence between Mr. Chilcb 
and Miss Bives, a part of which we shall presently submit 
to inspection. It will be seen -Ihat he conducted his whole 
correspondence on the subject of matrimony, with the same 
conscientiousness and submission to Gkxi that he did every 
thing else of hb life. It will be seen that he was willing 
sooner to give up the dearest object of his love, than to 
surrender one solitary point in which his conscience, as an 
intinerant minister, was involved. But we must not anti- 
cipate. • 

He remained for several days with his '^friend McEorie,'' 
as he calls him^ in Lexington. The weather waa still 
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intensely cold, and he could not be out much in visiting 
from house to house. He writes — . 

'^t/an. 6e^. — ^Prayed and read — ^fonnd some sweetness at 
last; bat there has been a oload hanging over -me for a 
day or two. Lord, thou knowest the cause. Whatever 
obstrocts thy pardoning love, remove, thy glory to display. 
See me — ^know the way that I take — ^preserve my life from 
the fear of the enemy." 

The author remembers distinctly a conversation with 
Mr. Childs on the day of the entry just quoted, in 
relation to the cloud which had for a day or two been 
hanging over him. He is remembered to have stated that 
he thought he had discovered the cause of his darkness ; 
and then went on to assign the following as the most pro- 
bable. Said he, ^' When in Greensborough, the other day, I 
'purchased a new suit ef clothes, for which I paid four and 
a half dollars per yard." (I think that was the price.) ''I 
might have got a ^>od, substantial cassinet, at considerably 
less, and thus I could have saved a few dollars to give 
to the poor. The latter article would have been just as 
comfortable, and would have done me equal service, and I 
might, in the mean while, have had something to relieve the 
necem^ites of the destitute and suffering." He seemed really 
to think that this was the cause of the cloud that had ob- 
scured the sun of righteousness. He added, '^K God will 
pardon me in this instance, I will, by his grace assisting 
me, do so no more." And so far as we know or believe, 
he never gave even four and a half dollars for cloth to 
wear himself, till the day of his death. We refrain firom 
any comment on these facts, preferring to leave them with 
the reader to draw his own conclusions and make his own 
improvements. 

<< Jan, 7th. — ^The weather extremely cold. Lord, I confess • 
my sin and shame unto thee. Do thou bless me for the 
sake of Jesus, and pardon mine iniquity, for it is great. 
Oh I I have not loved my neighbour as mys^f ; assbt me 
in this matter, for the time to come." 

" Jan. Sth, — ^* * * O Lord, forgive me all that thou 
hast seen amiss in my spirit, conversation, of actions. O 
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Lord^ thou knowest the trial that awaits me ; stand by me 
and help me through it. Be pleased to hear me when I 
call upon thee^ and if I should be so stupid as to forget 
thee, Lord, stir me up and remind me of m j dutj.'^ 

<< Jan. 9th, — Found not so much peace as usual in my 
devotions. Think I know the cause — have indulged my 
fleshly appetite too much. Oh I when shall I be temperate 
in all things — especially in food." 

^^JamegUnon, GuU/ord, JV. G.,Jan. 10th, 1834.— * * * 
My soul pants after more. Yesterday, upon the whole^ 
was a day of peace and comfort to my soul ; though, after 
lying down, my sleep was a little disturbed, I think, by 
supernatural influence. Lord, hast thou not promised 
that thine angels shall encamp round about them that fear 
thee, to deliver them. do thou give them charge over 
me, and save me and mine from the seductions of the devil. 
Preserve my mind in perfect peace, and perfect me in love, 
and save me from sinking down again to the earth.'^ 

'' Jan. 11th. — The Lord has given me a good degree of 
comfort ; but I want a sanctified spirit. Grant me the bless- 
ing of a clean heart. 

^^This morning I consecrate all I have and am afresh to 
thy service. I know Thou art with me, but oh, do Thou 
fill me with the fulness of God." 

" Greenfiborough, Jan. 12th, — My mind wandering— • 
think I know the cause. Oh ! how do outward things en- 
snare my soul. My God, crucify me to this poor world 
more and more. Lord, help me to remember the poor, in 
all my movements, when I go to purchase necessary cloth- 
ing. Oh I help me to study how much may be saved 
to give to the poor and needy. Father, I ask this through 
Jesus ; for I know, if left to myself, I shall follow a mul- 
titude to do evil. I sluJl ' hide myself from my own 
flesh.' Be pleased to forgive me what is past in this 
matter. Let < the time past suffice,' in this respect, ' ta 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles.' Lord Jesus, blot 
out all my past follies, and give me grace and strength for 
time to come. I would this morning devote myself anew 
to thy service. 
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** Oh I what freedom do I find in my bodOj health to 
what 1 formerly felt. O Jesus^ humble me, and ffive me 
grace to improTe every faculty of my soul and uodj to 
thy glory." 

It will be remembered that the purchase of a suit of 
clothes, referred to at a previous date, had ^ven him a 
good deal of trouble, and greatly interfered with his spiri- 
tual enjoyments. He made this purchase in Greensborough ; 
and at the date of the entry above, he had returned to set 
them from his tailor ; and again, we find, he alludes to Uie 
subject as a source of self-reproach. And yet this was an 
exceedingly plain and cheap suit of clothes. The entire 
suit was a plain, dark drabf and was made up in the old- 
fashioned Methodist style. Indeed, it was more of the 
Quaker order; and yet he feared he had expended too 
much money in this purchase. And how devoutly does 
he beseech his heavenly Father to help him to remember 
the poor in the future, when he shall make purchases of 
wearing-apparel I How few Christians among us, who can 
adopt the petition, '< Oh ! hdp mt to Uudy how mucA may he 
Baved to give to the poor and needy , when I go to jpurchase 
necessary clothing !** 

" Jan, 13tA. — ^Yesterday, in the early purt of ihe day, 
was a season of prosperity ; but fear my spirit was a little 
elated. O Jesus, keep me from the least approach that 
way. Hide pride from me ; or, rather, hide me ftora pride 
of every sort that is offensive in thy sight. Forgive, if I 
have indulged the accursed thing in any degree. * '^^ * 
Gome, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-— take possession of thy 
temple, and stretch out the wings of the cherubim over 



me.*' 



'< Jan. 14f A. — ^Rose at five — spent too much time in fix- 
ing. Lord, forgive me.'' 

^^Jan, Ibth. — My mind in a state of peace and tran- 
quillity, but not yet a fulness. O my God ! whatever 
obstructs, let it obstruct in vain. Let me live continually 
in the victory of the graoe of Gbd. * * * Jesus, let 
thy name be honoured by me, ihroyigh me, and in me. 
Save me from a wandering mind." 
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^^Jan, Ylih, — ^Roae after three — ^prayed and read my^ 
Bible for more than an hour. ]jord, do I waste any time 
in this respect 7 If thou seest that I do^ oh I convince me 
of it. If tbOa wonldst have me prompt to an hour, be 
pleaded to let thy Spirit lead me in this and every other 
way thou wonldst have me go. Oh I make my conscience 
quick as the apple of an eye. Jesus, lead me in a plain 
path, and help me to bring forth more fruit. Oh I purge 
me — ^thou dost, and I am thankful. Upon me lay thy 
mighty hand of grace — my thoughts, words, and actions 
restrain, that all may be a sacrifice acceptable to thee, and 
to thy Father, through thy Holy Spirit. Even so, Lord 
Jesus." 

^^Jan, \%{k, — Felt sweet peace and heavenly consola- 
tion in my morning devotions. Ood, I will praise 
thee, for what thou hast done for me. Perfect thy work 
within me, and make me more and more holy.'' 

^' Jan, 19^A. — ^Prayed and readvmy Bible with references^ 
for near two hours. My soul calmly resting upon God. 
Oh ! what has my heavenly Father done for me lately. 
Surely he has deepened his work in my soul; and though 
I do not hmm that I have obtained the fulness of the pur- 
chased possession, yet my soul wellnigh lives in the vic- 
tory of the grace of God, calmly and sweetly resting in the 
arma of Jesus. my blessed Saviour, refine me yet more 
and more, that through thy name I may bear more fruit. 
This day deign to go with me, and preserve me from the 
machinations of the devil. Let my soul sit at thy feet and 
listen to heavenly instruction.'' 

^^Jan, 20^. — ^Eose at half-past three. Feel sweet peace 
in my soul — am looking up for larger measures of grace 
and mercy. my God, I humbly thank thee for the de- 
gree that I enjoy; but let me not rest satisfied with this, 
but rather with unwearied delight let me ^ press to the 
mark for the prize of my high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.' 4e ♦ « J thank thee for giving me to speak 
thy word, yesterday, with a degree of power. Lord, save 
me and the dear people for whom Christ died. Oh I let not 
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tbj word return tM. Thou alone canst help me^ Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.'' 

Mr. Childs had finished his work for the Conference 
Tear, and we shall next find him on his way to Lynchburg, 
Virginia, whither he was goine to visit his friends, intend- 
ing also to make a trip to lUohmond, and a tour of visita- 
tion among his old acquaintances in the intervening por- 
tions of the State, where he had formerly travelled and 
laboured, before going up to the Conference, which was to 
be held at Raleigh, North Carolina,, in the month of 
February. 

From the last entries it will be seen that he had almost, 
if not entirely regained the state of grace in which he had 
been whOe on the Buckingham circuit. He says — ^^Ido 
not know that I have obtained ihe/vlnesi of the purchased 
jxxsesnVm, yet my soul wellnigh lives in the victory of the 
grace of Qod" He was in an exalted state of Christian 
enjoyment. He lived in constant communion with Gk)d. 
His peaoe was like a river — ever flowing, deepening, 
widening, and spreading out toward the great ocean of 
eternal love. In reviewing his year's labours, he had oo- 
oasion to thank Gk>d and take courage. He had gone 
through sore trials of his faith and severe buffetings of 
the devil, and yet amid all he had held on his way and 
made progress in the IKvine life. 

The last two weeks proceeding his departure ^m the 
district, he spent among his Christian brethren and firiends 
on the Guilford drcuit. 

On the 21st of January he started for Lynchburg ; and 
on the morning of the 22d, he makes the following entry, 
at Brother Fidd's : — " Yesterday on the road, my soul was 
, again and again watered and fed. O my Lord, keep me 
near thy bleeding side. One thing, however, yesterday, 
I omitted to do. Lord, forgive me. Calling at a house to 
warm, Ihe master I found to be ' wise in his own conceit,' 
and I did not propose prayer before leaving. Help me, 
Lord, to be always about my Master^s business, that no 
day may be spent without making an e£Fbrt to do good in 
thy name. 
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'^ Be pleased to keep me this day-v-prospei* i on my 
journey — ^^preserye me from accident and danger, Aod may 
thy grace shine upon my heart. Oh I if it be thy will, give 
me good weather — thy will be done." 

<< Jan. 2Sd» — ^Pittsylvania Court-house. Rose at four. 
Prayed and read my Bible more than an hour. Felt a 
degree of peace, but not a fulness. Lord, give me all my 
soul requires." 

'< Jan. 24^A. — ^At Brother Henry Moorman's. The Lord 
graciously favoured me with his presence this morning. O 
God, still continue thy lovingkindness to an unworthy worm^ 
and bless me in my intercourse with my fellow-creatures. 
Give me, this day, spiritual life ; and may ' the words of 
my lips and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in 
thy sight, Lord, my Strength and my Bedeemer.' " 

" Lynchhurgy at Brother Earli/s^ Jan. 26/A. — my Lord, 
I will bless thee for what I do feel, and verily believe thou 
hast a larger blessing in store for me. Lead me forth this 
day ; assist me to be firm to my purpose, and help me in 
my humble measure to glorify thee on earth." 

The week following the last date was spent in Lynch- 
burg. The entries in his diary are longer than usual ; but 
they do not present su£Glcient variety to justify their in- 
troduction at length. 

His spiritual experience continues pretty uniform, and 
about of the same type as that presented for the last two or 
three weeks. He writes — 

^^ Jan. 26/A. — ^I want constant power to rejoice, pray, 
give thanks. Attempted to speak twice in this place yester- 
day. Felt the Lord measurably assisted me. O Lord remove 
every impediment out of the way, and make me a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified and meet for the Master's use." 

*^ Jan. 27ih. — Oh do thou give me rectitude of heart and 
rectitude of life I Give me at all times the testimony of 
thy Spirit that my heart is purified. In my feeble way, 
I attempted to preach and exhort both, yesterday : the 
comforting influence of the Holy Spirit, I trust, each time 
was with me." 

"Jan. 2Sth. — ^* * * Felt the Lord present with me, and 
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feel that he has done great things for me^ whereof I am 
fflad. Though I do not yet enjoy the fulness ; yet, bless 
Sie Lord, I f^ my soul lies prostrate in his hand — ^he will 
do the mighty work. Lord, give me the fulness of the 
purchased possession — to me and to my intended oom- 
panion — to idl, who, for full redemption wait 

''Last night I endeayoured to preach again in much 
weakness, but trust the word was aooompanied with Divine 
power. O Lord, let not the feeble effort be in yain; but 
aooompany the word with the Holy Spirif 

'' Jan, 29<A.— -I feel I am unfeithfiil ; and, perhapsy the 
step I am about to take may haye betrayed me into some 
improprieties. thou Searcher of HeartSi search my 
heart I See if there be any wicked way in me. Guido 
me continually by thy word and Spirif 

On the 30th Januanri Mr. Childs left Lynchburg for 
the dty of Richmond. January 8 1st he writes — <' At Sister 
Surge s. Yesterday was a day of comfort to my soul. * * * 
May I be us(^Eul whereyer I go*'' 

« i^. Isi, 1834.— At Gapt. Dayidson's. Feel the pie- 
sence of my Maker; but long for the brighter and dearer 
displays of his mercy, feyour, and goodness. I desire to 
deyote myself anew to the seryioe of Ood.'^ 

*^At Siiier Janes* s^ Sunday movwmgy Feb, 2d* — ^Deep 
snow. Not as much life as usual, though my soul feels in 
a good state. Help me to walk before Thee with more 
caution and circumspection. Oh I for the Holy Spirit to sit 
upon my heart as a refiner's fire and as fullers' soap, that 
all the dross and tin of base desire may be purged away.'' 

«^l Bro, R. Gittum\ Feb. 3d.— The Lord, in some 
measure, has turned my captivity ; for, last night, 1 was bur- 
dened, fearing I had broken, or had been t£e occasion of 
others breaking the Sabbath. my €k>d, show me dearly 
what thou wovddst haye me do. Did I transgress in re- 
moying yesterday f Thou knowest my design. For the 
sake of Jesus, forgiye, and grant me an increase of grace 
and a truly enlightened consdence, that it may be ' ouick 
as the apple of an eye,' the slightest touch of sin to reel. 
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I praise thee for the comfort lately experienced both in 
my soul and body/' 

" At Bro. M. M. Langhome^s, Feb, 4th. — My mind not 
so comfortable as usual; but, bless the Lord,. I have no 
reason to complain. I will triumph in the God of my sal- 
vation. Keep me this day from danger and accident, both 
soul and body, and may my mind be stayed on thee/' 

" Wednesday morning. — ^At Bro. B. Bransford's. I bless 
Thee for what I do enjoy ; for preserving grace yesterday." 

^^ At Bro. Max^^s, Fd>. 6<A. — ^ * * Received some cwn^ 
fort ; fear I have had a disposition to think more highly 
of myself than I ought to think — ^to speak as though the 
grace I feel were my own. O my God, save me from this 
and every other snare. Let no iniquity have domimon 
over me. I would here devote my body, spirit, will, judg- 
ment, memory, affections, all that I have and am, to thee^ 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit." 

« Friday y Feb. lih.— At Bro. Allison's, Richmond. My 
mind not at all in its usual frame; though, blessed be 
God, the tempest is in some measure calmed. Yesterday 
I was more severely beset than for many days before. O 
my Lord, if I have neglected duty, or committed sin that 
has been the occasion of the enemy's being let loose against 
me, or if it be for my further trial and purification, Lord 
help me to profit by it." 

" Saturday, Feb. Sih. — Still in Richmond. Prayed and 
read my Bible for more than an hour, though dull and 
heavy enough. Lord Jesus, save me, or I perish. Thou 
wast merci&l to me during the day. Oh I receive my 
thanks; pity and save me even to the uttermost." 

Saturday, he rode from Richmond to Petersburg, where 
we find him writing — " Sunday morning, Feb. 9th. — ^At 
Bro. T. Branch's. Was very dull in my morning devo- 
tions; but the Lord infused some life towards the last. 

Jesus, save me, for I cannot save myself. I feel that 

1 am bruised and mangled. I now think, indeed, I- see 
cleanly, that I wandered out of the way in coming by Rich- 
mond. The Lord seemed to point out to my mind, that 
through Prince Edward county was my course. [This was 
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bis more direot ooorse {rom Lynchburg to Raleigh.] Oh I do 
thou forffive me, and grant me grace to be more attentiye 
and obe£ent to the voice of thy Spirit/' 

" FA. lOA.— Still at Bro. Branch's.—* * * Lord, 
grant me the blessing of a dean heart ; save me from my 
oorruption^ and hourly give me the testimony that I please 
thee.'^ 

" j1< Bro, £am Bdrgrove% JPc5. 11<A.— * * * I acknow- 
ledge myself to be the most nnfidthfol and ungrateful; yet 
thou dost condescend to bear with me and to give me peaoe. 
Lord, lay not my fcnrmer ans to my charge; but do thou 
establish with me the covenant new. Without thee, I am 
wretched; with thee, all is calmness, and joy, and peace. 
Help me that I may 'walk worthy of the Lord, unto all 
pleasing,' and be filled with the fruits of righteousness 
which are by Jesus Christ.'* 

« At Bro. Dojfle\ Brunswick wun^ 7a., Feb. 12ih.— 
Rose after five. Father,* forgive my slothfulness. Prayed 
and read mv Bible for an hour. Not the fulness of com- 
fort that I desire. . Ood, help me to shake myself firom 
the dust ; help me to awake and keep awake." 

<< At Bro. mOsinBon's, Brumwick^ Fsh. 13^— Bose after 
five. Father, forgive my sloth. My soul comparatively 
lifeless; yet thou, Lord, canst diffuse the quickening 
principle. I likewise indul^ in irregular quickness this 
morning. my Ghxl, forgive me, and save me for the 
time to come, through Jesus. May I see that every thinff 
is sent, or wisely suffered, to give us an opportunity of 
embracing thy will. Father, thy will be done ; may mine 
be swallowed up therein." 

*^At SiUer Lcw%»\ Brunswick, Feb. 14<^--[This morn- 
ipg he arose at his usual hour. He scarcely ever fidled 
to rise At four.] Lord, I will bless thee for what I do 
feel. Do thou satisfy me early with thy mercy, and pre- 
serve me from the snares of the wicked one." 

Mr. Ghilds was now visiting his old friends, and on all 
suitable occasions he was preaching, exhorting, and pay- 
ing with the people. And yet he seems not to have been 
in the full measure of enjoyment that he had attained unto 
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a few weeks previous. His diarj abounds with prayers 
for the full restoration of Divine favour, but we deem it 
unnecessary to copy them. 

^^ At Bro, Mason* 9y Brunswicky Feb. VJth, — Rose after 
five. Lord, forgive my sloth. I acknowledge before Thee 
^my backslidings, shortcomings, and imperfections. Do 
Thou throw the veil of thy mercy over all." 

Sunday, Feb. 16th, he was at '^ Sister Harrison's." 
^' Feb. Vith, at Bro. James Robinson's, Greenville Circuit, 
My mind in rather a more peaceful and comfort3ible 
firame, which I pray the Lord may be increased abun- 
dantly." 

"^< Bro. Geo. W, 2)e/«, Warrenton, K 0., Feb. ISth. 
— My mind measurably stayed on God. Oh, how great is 
thy goodness to me I Lord, I confess my folly. Thou 
alone canst save me from sin and Satan's power." 

^^At Bro. King's, near Lewisburg, Nl O., Feb. 19(h. — 
Found the presence of the Lord in a measure. Accept 
my thanks for the blessings bestowed on me yesterday and 
during the night past." 

^'At Mrs. Wheaton's, Raleigh, Feb. 20th. — Rose after 
five to my shame ! Prayed and read my Bible for more 
than an hour — ^felt a degree of peace for which I feel 
thankful. O Lord, make me more humble, and more 
watchful, and more thankful. Receive my prayers this 
morning, and graciously make this Conference a blessing 
to me." 

All the entries during the session of the Conference are 
pretty much alike, and relate almost exclusively to his 
personal experience, which seems not to have been as com- 
fortable as formerly. He complains of his coldness and 
dullness, and offers up many prayers for an increase of 
•-spiritual joy. He seems always ready to condemn him- 
self. Near the close of the Conference he writes thus : — 
<' After going to bed at twelve, rose at six. Lord, do thou 
forgive me." 

He was reappointed to the Tadkin district, now under 
thd name of the Salisbury district, and at the close of 
the session he returned immediately to Lynchburg, for the 



BXV. JOHN WXSIiEY CHILDS. 119 



purpose of consummating his matrimoniftl engagement 
prior to )nB going on to his work. On his way, we find 
him at Randolph Maoon College, on the 4th of March, 
1834, at the inauguration of the Key. Stephen Olin, D.D., 
as preadent of the institution. His impressions of this 
occasion will he seen presently, in a letter which he wrote, 
from the neighbourhood of the CoUege, to Miss Rives, to 
whom he was soon to be married. On the 7th of March 
he writes: — "At Bro. Walker's* Mecklenbunr County, 
Virginia,'' and on the 12th we find him " at Mr. Statum's,'' 
near Lynchburg, where he makes the following note :— - 
*^ Rose at five. P^yed and read my Bible for an hour. 
But how heartless I Lord, forgive me, and stir me up to 
double my diligence. Yet I thank thee for what thou 
hast done for me. Oh, continue thy lovingkindness to 
those that know thee. Be pleased this day to deliver me, 
and defend me, and save me. Even so. Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus, to seal me thine. Open thy way before me, and 
save me for thy name's sake." 

^^At Bro. jBenaugh\ LynMurg^ March l^th, — ^Rose 
in the first instance before four — ^returned to bed, and 
rose before five. Prayed and read my Bible for more than 
an hour, though my head was so much disordered there 
was very little connection. Lord, do thou grant thy 
blessing upon the work of my hands, especially upon 
what I expect to eng^ in this day, namely, to be mar- 
ried. Lord Jesus, I ask thy presence among us. Oh, 
make one in our midst at the wedding, and bless us indeed 
and in truth." 

We shall now drop Back in the progress of this biogra- 
phy, and introduce, in another chapter, the correspondence 
between Mr. Childs and Miss Rives, to which we have 
several times alluded, and which cannot fiBiil to interest 
the reader. We do this because the letters written by 
Mr. Childs so strikingly exhibit his conscientiousness, his 
firmness under a very severe trial, and his purpose to do, 
what he thought to be the will of God concerning him, 
though it should be at the sacrifice of all that he held most 
dear on earth. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

00BBE6F0NDEN0B WITH MISS MABTHA S. BIYXS — ^HI8 

MARBIAQB. 

Mb. Childs's marriage^ embracing the oirciimstances 
oonnected with it, forms an interesting and instructiye 
chapter in his history. 

In visiting the house of Rev. John Early, of Lynchhnnz, 
Mr. Childs formed the acquaintance of Miss Martha S. 
Rives, a sister of Mrs. Early's, and at that time an inmate 
of Mr. Early^s family. As their acquaintance matured, 
and they learned more and still more of each other's ha- 
bits, opinions, and dispositions, a strong Christian attach- 
ment seems to have grown up between them. Miss Rives 
looked upon Mr. Childs as a man of extraordinary piety; 
and she at first merely sought his society, and cultivated 
his acquaintance, for the sake of availing herself of his 
counsel and instruction as a spiritual guide. He it seems 
had enjoyed, and at the time of which we now speak, en- 
joyed the blessing of perfect love; or, what is known as 
sanctification or holiness, in Methodist theology. Miss Rives 
was an earnest seeker of this attainment in grace, and was 
therefore the more pleased with his society and friendship. 

When he was appointed presiding elder of the Yadkin 
district, and was about to depart for his field of labour, 
which was some distance from Lynchburg, he proposed a 
religious correspondence, which was assented to on her 
part. This correspondence was confined, wholly, at first, 
to religious subjects; and the letters which passed between 
them were of a highly spiritual character. She seems not 
to have suspected that he entertained any design whatever 
of changing the character of that correspondence, by intro- 
ducing any other topic, until she received a letter from him, 
under date June 6th, 1833, in which he frankly made a 
tender of his hand in matrimony. 
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There is something so oharacteristio in the letters which 
he wrote on this suhject that, we do\]|>t not, they will he 
found entertaining and instructive ; and will at the same 
time more fully reveal the symmetry and proportions of 
that adamantine eolnmn of conscientiousness and consis- 
tency of character which shows itself at every step we 
take in his life. It admits. of a douht whether any man 
was ever more scrupulous in making every thing hend and 
bow to what he conceived to he his duty to his God. 

GreensboTough, Guilford County, N. C. 
June 6th, 1838. 

My Dear Sister Martha: 

* * I sioeerely pray that grace, mercy and peace may 
abide witH you richly ; and that this letter may find you, 
with your amotions plaiced on things ahove, still pressing for 
the goaL I think that Christ is still the life of my soul, and 
that lam following hard after the full image of God. Oh I 
help me by your prayers ; for I have not attained to all 
that God has promised us here below. Yet, blessed be 
his holy name for the favours ^dready communicated, 
. If I might dare to do it, I would tell you all that is in 
my heart If you will allow me then, I will do so. 

For months I have believed it would be better for me 
to change my relation in life, provided I could do so for 
the glory of God. I have thought, perhaps, that you knew 
pretty well, firom my outward movements, what are my 
views — I think they are the same, to lead a self-denying 
cross-bearinff life ; that I may be fully prepared for glory 
hereafter. If I know myself, I have no other design be- 
fore me, than to trample this world under my feet — ^to be 
dead with our Lord that I may live with him — suffer, that 
I may reign. These are my purposes, and could I find 
some one like-minded, I believe it would be for the glory 
of God for me to change my relation in life. Among all 
that I have known, I have met with not one, save your- 
self, that I have reason to believe would help me forward 
in the glorious work. Now, if you have thought upon the 
subject — ^if you think you can make the sacrifice — ^if you 
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think yoa ai^ willing toengage, steadily, 'Mn not seeking 
jour own^ bat the Hhings that are Jesus Ohrist's," — and 
there be no impediment in the way, then I offer you my 
hearty my hand, my prayers, and every attention that Chris- 
tian loTe, or the providence of God, may enaUe me to 
give you. 

* This matter I eommit wholly to the Lcytd, and to yonr 
decision. If you say nay, I trust I shall bear it through 
grace, and still have a true Christian affeetion for yo«, 
such as will lead me to remember you several times each 
day at a throne of grace. If you accede to my proposals, 
and say yea, then I hope to be able to say with the wise 

man " A good is from the Lwd." 

Perhaps the whole of the above is what yon^did not ex- 
pect, and may give you offence. ^ * \ ^iU add that I 
am quite poor, and have followed the course pursued by 
Mr. Wesley, in literally giving away every thing over a 
support And that you may not be deceived, permit me 
to give you a case that has occurred since I have been on 
this district, which I hope you will keep. Beins at a 
place where they wanted money for building a church, and 
having but seven or eight dollars, five were given for that 
purpose. Please do not speak of this, for it would not 
have fallen from my pen but by way of illustration. I 
wish you to know all ; and I wish you to make the subject 
a matter of prayer, and let me hear from you at as early a 
period as convenient. I trust my object is the glory of 
God, and our mutual spiritual improvement, in time and 
in eternity. If you have reason to think your soul would 
be injured by making a change, however much I lore you, 
you ought certainly to prefer your eternal interests to tem- 
poral good. Oh, that God may give us both a right judg- 
ment in all things. * * * * We have some good 
times on the district. Some have been converted ! " but 
what are they among so many ?" Oh pray that more and 
more may be added to the number. Let us pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem ; " they shall prosper that love thee ;" 
and be assured that you have a place in the affections. 
Of yours, &c. John W. Childs. 
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Under date August Ist, 1883, he wrHes to Mies Blves 
in reply to a letter from her in whieh she favours his pro- 
posal, using the following language. 

^ I have endeavoured to commit this whole matter to 
Him, * who points the clouds their course ;' and that you 
should so far favour me was received as an instance of good- 
ness from our heavenly Father. I loved you much, but now 
I love you more. My prayer is that our affection may be as 
pure as the morning dew drops,-that Jesus himself may lead 
us and guide us in every step that we take, and in all may 
we be able to say, 'Father, not my will but thine be done.' 

'^Sinee writing my last, I have again and again thought 
it was presumption in me to address you, considering my 
poverty, my many frailties and imperfections. The list, 
my sister, is long, but then my hope is, that love on ^/our 
part will eoier the multitude of my defects, should our 
union be consummated, which I ardently praj may be the 
case. Meantime, let us live in the spirit of sacrifice, at the 
feet of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

^' I think that ffe whose eye seeth in secret knows that 
ay leading object in our anticipated union is, that we may 
take sweet counsel together, and, if possible, sink deeper 
into Qtod ; that we may rise to all Uie heights of holiness. 
I feel the need of such a friend. G-od has said 'it b not 
good for man to be alone.' 

^< When I r^eet on the seantittete of means possessed by 
me, unbelief would say, the undertaking is wild ; but then 
I reflect that ' purple and fine linen' cannot make the soul 
happy — that ' to cheapen life' is the way ' to abate the 
fear of death ;' and I rejoice in the prospect of having 
one that will help me to prove, that ' this is the victory 
that overcometh tike world, even our faiikJ Then again, 
our Father hath said, 'the world is mine, and the ful- 
ness thereof,' ' the young lions do lack and suffer hunger, 
but they tJiat fear the Lord shall not want any good thing.' 
'< I hope thecloud, if no larger than a man's hand, is begin- 
ning to rise and spread along the sky, and drops are fall- 
ing. May there- be a plentiful shower. We have had 
two camp-meetings on the district — good order at each. 
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About eighty converted to God ; many of whom; I think, 
will be useful. There will be a continuance of these 
meetings till the last of October. . ' Who is sufficient for 
these things ?' If the Lord do not uphold, I fall/' 

It will be seen from the foregoing letters that the ser- 
"vice of God was foremost with him, even in conducting a 
correspondence on the subject, of matrimony. Nothing 
was permitted to occupy his attention to the exclusion of 
Christ, and his cause. 

We shall just here introduce a letter which he addressed 
to Mrs. Early, the sister of Miss Eiyes, as it refers, inci- 
dentally, to the subject of his correspondence with Miss 
Bives, and as it exhibits in a striking light the exercises 
of his mind at the time of which we are now writing. 

Tadkin Diiiaict, Gtiilford Curcnif^ Augnat 9tli, 1333. 

Dear Sisteb : — I sincerely hope this will find you and 
yours well, and striying for the imperishable riches. Lei 
us not rest satisfied without the '< great salyation"— even 
a deliyerance from the slavery of ^'this evil world.'' 
What a conflict is this! What more than Herculean 
strength is necessary I Oh ! I feel that I am unequal to 
the task ; but in the strength of Jesus the battle shall be 
won— the victory ours. 

I see no other way to heaven than the one marked out 
by Christ — " deny thyself — take up thy cross and follow 
me." These originally were the terms, and unalterable 
must they remain. How beautiful are dear old Bishop 
Asbury's thoughts on them. He first notices the harmony 
between the three evangelists on this subject — Matthew^ 
Mark, and Luke. Our Lord gave the clusters of the pro- 
mised land in* the Sermon on the Mount. Before he pub- 
lished these terms he had given unequivocal proofs of his 
power and godhead. Oh I sister E., have we not had 
many evidences of his divinity 7 We have been striving 
to follow him for several years. What harm did he ever 
do us ? What good has he not done us ? For my part 
I am so well satisfied with my portion, that I am at a loss 
for words to utter the memory of the great goodness of 
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the Lord. '^ I had rather be a door-keeper in the house 
of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.'^ I 
am ashamed that I move on so slowly — ^that I am so tardy 
in my motion. Yet, oh ! blessed be God, my heart seems 
to fly forward to meet my Saviour. I have lately enjoyed 
a greater sweetness in my soul, in trying to dispense the 
word of life, than usual ; bdt I fear not muoh gqad. done — 
this most be left with my Maker. 

If yonr body is still afflioted, the best way to set com- 
fort is to be willing to bear it as long as yonr heavenly 
Father sees fit to lay it cm yon. Believe me, '< afflictions 
are blessings in disgoise ;'* and how consoling the thought, 
that ^ He, for our profit," afflicts us, ''that we may be par- 
takers of his hdiness/' Our Lord ''was made perfect 
through suffering/' Perhaps I am mistaken, — but for a 
long time the thought of afifiotions and death, toith a mew 
of Christy brin^ pleasing sensations to my soul. Not 
that I want to die. No : out there is a sweet pleasure in 
having the will of the Lord done by us, and in us. Oh ! 
that we all may "be found to the praise of the glory 
of his grace." Let our language ~ 



<* 6iF6 me * aool inured to pain. 
To hardship, pnef, and loss ; . 
Bold to take np, Ann to sustain 
The conseonted oross." 

This seems to have been the point aimed at by Mr. Fletcher. 
Let us imitate his example. 

You have no doubt before this heard of my strange pro- 
posal to your sister. ****** I confess that it over- 
flows my heart with mtitude to my heavenly Father, that 
my suit should thus far meet with success — ^it is more than 
I deserve. I trust I have a good conscience in taking 
this step; though the poverty of my condition, &c., might 
be an insuperable barrier. 

I Ions to hear from you, to know how you are progress- 
ing in me divine life — ^how your dear Christian friends are 

doing— the children? Does M yet profess? and 

the servant that was seekiog? Oh I I see broad eternity 
just before me : and I see me necessity of miJung all our 
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arrangementa in fall view of boundless eternity ! Be* 
member me to all the Christian friends, and say to them, 
"Watch, stand" fast, be strong, quit yonrselTes well." 
This was written amid the bustle of -a camp-ground. O 
sister, let us be instant in prayer, and wateh in the same 
with all perseverance. 

Sincerely and affectionately yours in Christ, 

John Wesley Childb. 

August 15th. 

P. S. The camp-meeting closed this morning. We 
suppose one hundred and seventy-five persons professed 
religion. What hath God wrou^t I May his name be 
honoured and praised ; and may aU the glory be given to 
the Father, Son, and Spirit. J. W. 0. 

It seems that difficulties arose, which began seriously 
to threaten a dissolution of the matrimonial engagement 
to which this correspondence relates. From some quarter^ 
the impression was made upon the mind of Miss Bives 
that a consummation of the engagement would subject her 
to pHvations and hardships thatr she could not endure. It 
was thought by her advisers that it would be better to dis- 
solve the engagement, than to consummate it, when by so 
doing she would probably esipose herself to trials for 
which she was not prepared, and possibly embarrass him — 
with his peculiar conscientious scruples — ^in the prosecution 
of the work of the ministry. He was apprized of the state 
of her mind in reference to this subject, and it was to him 
a source of extreme anxiety; and yet he did not swerve 
from his purpose. He remained firm and unshaken amid 
the conflict. In this state of mind he wrote again to the 
lady to whom the foregoing letter was addressed ; and al- 
though the letter is long, we give it entire, as it contains 
a sort of transcript of l^is mental and religious exercises at 
the time to which it relates. 

Yadkin DiBtrict, Virginia Conference, Sept 26ih, 1833. 

My Dear Sister: — ^Your letter of the 28th ultimo 
was received last night, and I am much pleased to learn 
that you remember so unworthy a brother; for I assure 
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joxiy I am Kftdy to oondude myself the least of all, and 
^onld he $ervant of all. I fear you, and yoor dear sister 
Martha, think more highly of me, in a religions point of 
view> than I deaerre ; and I have been thinking perhaps 
this, in part, has grown ont of a quotation made by me 
ficom Benson's Sermons, is one of my letters to her — 

'^'Tis dona at last— the great deeiding point — 
The wodd aobduedi and Thou hast all my heart** 

These words ase not exactly applicable to my own state. 
I fully believe in the possibility, and have enjoyed that state, 
for several months, I think, at a time ; but ibiotr, at pre- 
sent, that the fiolness is not enjoyed by me. I think I 
know the cause. Oh the cross ! the consecrated cross ! 
Th^re is a shrinking when that is presented ; the conse- 
quence is a want of '' the fiklmesa of the purchased poises- 
non.'' Notwithstanding &is, I think, in general, the fear 
of death has been nearlv destroyed for more than three 
years. My foundation, however, sometimes is this : << He 
will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness." 
But it takes all the strenffth I have, at present, to pre- 
serve this. Yet there is a better state — '< a kingdom that 
cannot be moved.'' How shall we gain possession of 
it f By '' counting all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord" — '< to know 
him in the power of his resurrection, and the fiUowship 
of his sufferings^ being made conformable to his death. ' 
I verily believe there is no other way ; and though the 
foolish heart, at the instance of the flesh, and the sug- 
gestions of Satan, may try a thousand schemes, yet all will 
prove delusive. Oh I that cross, my sister, is an odious 
thing to human nature I Yet how delightful, when we 
take it up in the name of Jesus I 

Oct. 4<&. Since writing the abovQ, have attended a camp- 
meeting where about sixty souls were converted. 

One thought in your letter awakened in my mind a num- 
ber of very painral reflections; name^, the objections 
alluded to. ***** I fear that my views of bearing the 
cross go fiffther than you, or your dear sister Martha ap- 
prehend. Oh ! it has been like a sword piercing^me; but 
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Ood has given me comfort. In my first letter to her, on 
this important subject, I intended to state the case fnllj, 
and did, to mj own mind; but perhaps not to hen. I a»v 
sure you my views of pure and undefiled reUgion hav»not 
changed since our conversation, coming from the Bucking- 
ham camp-meeting last year. But let me tell you, I have 
been striving, honestly, to pursue what would be called an 
honourable way, in the eyes of the world, and thousands 
of ChriBtians, for the last eleven months ; and find that 
there is no other way for me but the way of the cross, of 
reproach, and shame. All the liberty that I have found 
in preaching, since I have been on this district, has been 
in Ml view of this — should God call me to walk and preacH, 
to be willing to obey the heavenly call. And my heart at 
this moment responds to the sentiment. Indeed, let me 
have any other intention, and darkness and guilt, sorrow 
and trembling, are the consequences. At this moment I 
am convinced the reason why I am not more holy is, be- 
cause, I do not lay out all my strength for God, and do not 
resolutely trample the world under my feet. I see the 
world — comparatively, the Chrittian world — "lying in 
wickedness.'' I know as a watchman, if I give not warn- 
ing their blood will be required at my hands. As for 
human praise, in the general, I think I hate it; but oh 1 
let me have the approbation of my God, and nothing can 
move me. I feel an earnest of it while I write. "I see 
from far the beauteous lighf To compromise with the 
world and Satan, is what I dare not do. Whenever I have 
made the experiment, it has been ruinous to my own peace. 
And oh ! I had rather have the whole world against me, 
than my conscience, and my God ! 

You complain of comparative lethargy. ***** Mr. 
Wesley says, "beware of Antinomian books" — ^touch not 
the poison. I think it not unlikely that the little book 
called the "Saint's Pocket Book," contributed its share 
towards this state of mind. There are many good things 
in it, and a number calculated to lull us to sleep. Depend 
upon it, the way to Heaven is a way of activity, and un- 
wearied continuance in well-doing — 
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<* Come, let «8 anew our jonniey pnnme. 
With vigour arise, and press to a permanent place in the akies." 

Let us play our part well, that oar ^'yesterdays may look 
lAokwards with a smile, and not wound us in their flighf 
Thousands, I fear, under the garb of religion are in quest 
of dreams. They may he said to seek anything rather than 
<' the mind which was in Christ ;" and at death's approach 
they will learn their folly. * * » * 

When I am willing to bear the cross all is joy and peace — 
when I turn aside, all is confusion and discontent Strange 
that this foolish heart should go astray after yain and fleet- 
ing trifles. Yet I know there is a remedy, and that remedy 
I enjoyed for fiye months last year. Oh I the delightful 
state, to be cleansed throughout soul, body and spirit. I 
have had many changes in my feelings since we conversed 
together last, and have been trying in every possible way 
to see if I could not reconcile a Uuie of this world with 
religion 3 but find it a vain attempt: He requires truth in 
the inward parts. Nothing short of the soul's being puri- 
fied will make us really happy. My mind says, ^'0 Qod, 
my heart is fixed." What shall I do to keep what I now 
feel ? Otod has been very ffood to me for some days past, 
in ikying me spiritoid Ul^i^ I know he is eyer wiling 
to give, and upbraid me not.* * * Ih»e, eaacy sister E. is 
slaying its thousands of Christians I Let us shake ourselves 
from me dust, and stand <' perfect and complete in all the 
wiU of God." 

May the Author of good be with you and yours — ^may 
light shine upon your tabemade ; and believe me to be 
sincerely your brother in Christ 

John W. Childs. 

The above letter bears the marks of honesty and integ- 
rity of purpose; and every one will be constrained to admit, 
that, if Mr. Childs was in error in his views of religion ; 
and, especially, in relation to what he conceived to be his 
jpectdtar dutt^y he was nevertheless extremely sincere and 
conscientious in his opinions. He was aware that the sen- 
timents which he held would probably hasard the con- 
tinuance of his matrimonial engagement But the appro* 
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iMttion of hb Qod, and of a good eonscienoe were too higbl j 
prized by him to be given up for the attainment of any 
temporal end. He woold rather be despised and rejected 
of men, as was his master, than to forfeit the approval of 
his own conscience in the sight of God. And in all this, 
what docility, and humility does he display I He does not 
take his position in stubbornness, or in anger, or resentment ; 
but in meekness ; and because he feels that his salvation 
is deeply involved in the question at issue. Who can tell 
what struggles he had in his own mind I What a contest with 
the flesh and the devil! We are in fact compelled to 
look upon him as displaying more true herdsm in main- 
taining his position under such a trial, than is displayed 
by the conqueror ip taking a city. 

Mr. Ghilds was not long kept in a state of suspense as 
to the result of the difficulties which had been presented 
to the mind of his betrothed. About the middle of Oc- 
tober he received a letter from her, proposing to dismiss 
the whole subject from further consideration. To this he 
replied as follows : 

Davidson Circuity Yadkin Biatriot, Va. Conference, 

October 23d, 1833. 

My Dear Sister Martha : — ^Your esteemed and af- 
fectionate &vour of the 9th inst. came to hand readily, and 
found me attendine a camp-meeting near Greensborough. 
I have held one other since in the same county ^ and am 
now ia Davidson, ezpectiug to commence one on Friday 
next We had unusually bad weather at the last, and con- 
sequently not much good done. However, we must sow 
our seed, not knowing which shall prosper, and commit all 
to him '^ who points Sie clouds their course.'^ 

I have read what you have written in your last over and 
ove^, and over again ; and am constrained to sav it exalts 
you in my estimation ; but at the same time reel that I 
should be doing you injustice if I were to conceal from you 
my — as I believe — honest views. I will therefore be al- 
lowed to say that, in making my proposal, I never had any 
thought in my mind that ^/ou should walk; nor do I now 
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baye any scrapie npoD my own mind, on the snbjeety when 
there is a neoestify for traTslling in a different wa^. Bat 
in my ordinary appointments lam persaaded that it would 
be better fornM to walk; and am of the opinion that 1 am 
in the mneraly folly able to do so. 

If I hare any commission to preach at all^ it is <o A« 
poor; and I am very sensible that I shall be able to (^Te 
them many pttKxfii of the honesty of my intentions in that 
way, tiiai I conld not so long as I go in what my conscience 
tells me is an honoorable way. 

Besides^ I am seeking lowliness of heart; and my ez- 
periencci as well as reason and Scripture, tell me that is 
the way to find it Jesus himself walked — ^the apostles 
walked, and oh ! shall I not esteem it a fayonr to tread in 
their steps. Indeed, I feel myself unworthy to imitate 
such bright examples ; but yet there is a secret yoice that 
whispers in my ears, *^ this is the way," and though un- 
worthyi I hope that Qod will accept the sacrifice. My ex- 
perience assures me that it is the better way for the wovL 

It would be nothing for me to tell you that I think more 
highly of |fou than any of your sex ; for this is what you 
have a ri^t to believe from what has already taken place. 
But then I must tell you, in the language of David, ^'my 
soul is even as a weaned child;'' and I really do prefer 
the voice of Ood. and conscience, to all other earthly con- 
siderations. If, therefore, the word has gone forth out of 
your lips, it must be so ; and I will endeavour to pray for 
you, and as for as I have it in my power, to help you on 
to heaven. 

If I have wronged you, or caused you one moment's 
pain, on my knees I beg your forgiveness ; and be well 
assured I have not lost confidence in you, but rather have 
it heightened. But perhaps it is for the best^ and what 
we know not now, (in the present world,) we shall know 
hereafter, (m the eternal.) 

I have wis mominff read Mr. Wesley's sermon on the 
** Devices of Satan''— 3iave read it before. I am pleased 
with it, but do not think it applicable to my case ; for in 
all my exeroiBes I do not lose confidence in my Ood. I 
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know genenlljy I have love^ joj, and peace. These ard 
the fruits of Uie kingdom. What I am deficient in, is a 
fulness of these, and the higher branches of the kingdom^ 
as described in Galatians, namely — ^long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, temperance, &o. 
Though, Messed be God, for what I do feel of even these. 
I know there is such a thing as perfect love ; and I know 
when the soul is in possession of it, there is a consoions- 
ness of it. It is ^Hhe kingdom that cannot be moved," 
mentioned in the 12th of Hebrews. I think I hold fast 
'< Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid." 
This is my rejoicing, '^ not by works of righteoasness,'' fta 
But then I want to witness that ^^ the blood of the eve^ 
lasting covenant'' has made me '^perfect in every good 
work to do his will.'' God is willing, umL I know ii the 
work is not accomplished the fault is in me. 

We have had, I think, between eleven and twelve hun- 
dred converted on this district, the present year. Messed 
be God. I see an awful want of conformity to the image 
of Christ among Christians generally. Oh I may we be 
such as he would have us be — ^let us be ^^ found of him in 
peace, without spot and blameless.'^ I rejoice in the pros- 
pect of being more holy, humble, and heavenly-minded. 
I long to experience aU his name, and have yearning 
bowels of pity for all mankind. May we grow in grace 
yet more and more. I want to be dead to the world, and 
feel that I am cruciBed with Christ. May the head of the 
churdi be your head. Affectionately yours, 

John W. Childs. 

The difficulties referred to, which led Miss Eives to pro- 
pose a dissolution of the existing engagement, had been 
removed from her mind before she received the letter 
which we have just spread before the reader. These diffi.« 
culties, it will be seen, had grown out of a misapprehension 
of the extentio which he carried his views in relation to the 
manner in which he felt it to be his duty to bear his mes- 
sage to sinners. She had frankly stated her objections to 
his walking and preaching; and supposing that he carried 
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tboae viewB to snoh an extent as might subject her to 
great personal inoonTenienoe^ in the event of their mar^ 
liage, she had remonstrated with him ; and more than in- 
timated that) nnless his views on this snbjeet were modi- 
fied| it might prove a barrier to their union. As soon, 
howeveri as her mind was disabused of the eiToneous im- 
pressions which she had received' on this subject, she re- 
voked the decision by which the engagement was dissolved ; 
and this she did before the receipt of his letter of 23d 
October. On the reception of her letter, he writes as 
follows : — 

Greensborough, K. C, Jaanaiy l8t» 18S4» 

Mr DsAR Sister Martha : — Your welcome favour was 
not received bj me until this day; and I have now rode 
thirty miles out of my way to get it* I therefore hasten 
to reply, lest you charge me with neglect.* I am truly 
sorry you have been len in a state of suspense so long. 
Perhaps it will try <iU your patience. 

I feel comforted in the course you have taken, and think 
I see the hand of €k>d evidentlv in all. Say, in the first 
place, in trying us both, as he did Abraham of old. 
Secondly, we have had a mutual proof of our affection for 
each other and for God. * Thirdly, I can say with truth, I 
trust that I have learned to live more by faith since I last 
wrote you, than ever before. Have enjoyed, and do enjoy, 
more mental quiet, more uninterrupted communion with 
God, and have found more rest in my spirit, than in all 
my life, — ^feel more like making '' full proof of my min- 
istry." Outward things are more sensibly sanctified to me. 
In a word, I think I love Crod unth ail my heart Oh ! my 
dear sister, I long to communicate my transports to all the 
world. I have lately had such sweetness and liberty in 
preaching, as I have long prayed for, but never found. I ^ 
feel, too, this is but a drop of what my heavenly Father has 
in store for me. If I shall only be &ithful, <' grace shall 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life." The Lord 
has indeed given me <<good measure, heaped up, shaken 
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together, and nmninff over f* md all I am eonoerned aboot 
18, how I shall gium the sacred treasure 1 Will yon not 
think that I magnify f I certainly do, and have enjoyed 
more eomfoct in my sonl, from Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, within the last month, than ever, within the same 
space of time in my life. How often have I said with 
Jacob, ^'if the Lord will bnt keep me in the way that I 
go,'' &c. At other times I have thought, perhaps I am 
taken np, like oar Lord, npon a high mountain. Howejer 
this may be, I feel a spirit, nearly always, to pray, rejoice, 
and give thanks. I feel a heart to pray for, and pity poor 
sinners ; and an ardent desire to communicate some spirit- 
ual gift to believers to the end that they may be estar 
blished. Oh, sister! how desirable to ''be led by the 
Spirit.'' May our heavenly Father keep us both in the 
way he would have us go. Even so. Amen. 

You say I mentioned nothing about visiting Lynch- 
burg. I will frankly tell you the reason. As matters 
stood, I was afraid to trust myself. Here, at a distance, 
reason and revelation sat on the throne ; but, if there, I 
thought affection might overcome my judgment. And 
even now, I sometimes think, if you knew how little I 
think of this world's goods, you would scarcely be willing 
to put yourself under the care of one so improvident. I 
still literally give away nearly every thing, and refuse 
money from various quarters, when it is offered me. Yet 
I have no more doubt of heavenly protection than of my 
own existence. Oh ! the sweet lesson taughf us by our 
Lord in the sixth chapter of Matthew. * * * * 

My appointments will not allow me to visit Lynch- 
burg before the last of the month. If you have no objec- 
tion, I should prefer our union's being solemnized in the 
church. 

I fear this letter may appear too highly coloured; 
but I think I have endeavoured to write you simply the 
thoughts and state of my heart. I love my God throu^ 
Jesus Christ, and love vou, and all mankind. I think 
my affection is sincere. Oh I let us in every step we take, 
follow our blessed Saviour, and the wise and pious who 
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htTB gone before. Meantime, let us love and pray for the 
ohorch, and for the world. May the Lord give us peace, 
and trttth^ and the blessings of his goodness. 

Adieu in Jesus. 

John Wsslet Ohilds. 

The next letter was written after Mr. Childs had visited 
Lynchburg, and while he was on his way from Richmond 
to Baleigh. The letter is principally interesting, as it 
ffives an account of his labours and exercises of mind 
during his trip, of which we have seen something in his 
diaiy. 

Dinwiddle oouity, Va., FeVniary lOth, 1834. 

My Dear Sisteb Martha : — ^After leaving you I was 
overtaken, first by the rain ; secondly, by the snow. Found 
the friends generally well in Buckingham. Preached to 
a handful of coloured and white on Sunday, and the power 
of Gk>d seemed to be very manifesti both to awaken and 
to comfort. Directed my course on towards Richmond, 
in opposition to much solioitation to '' stay and preach for 
us;'' and believe now I did wrong. For first, it was 
deep and heavy travelling; secondly, it fatigued me more, 
I believe, than I have been for twelve months ; thirdly, 
my soul got into quite an uncomfortable firame, and seemed 
to be sio^k and sore. Indeed, I have no doubt that I wan« 
dered out of the order of Providence, for I did not reach 
Richmond until Thursday last, and found there was no 
appointment for preaching, though it was the rerular 
preaching night. My friends were glad to see me. They 
desired me to stay with them over Sabbath ; but as I did 
not like to be so far from the seat of Conference at so late 
a period^ I set off for Petersburg, where I arrived in the 
evening, and put up at the house of Bito, Thos. Branch, 
a devoted and praying Christian. * * * * Preached for 
tbem on Sabbath morning; and unfaithful, and unworthy 
as I am, believe the Lord accompanied it with power. 
Preached to the coloured people sn the afternoon, and 
was desired to assist again at mght; but the rain coming 
on, we turned it into a prayer meeting. 
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I am now on my waj to Branswick, where I have 
several appointmentis tor this week, if the notices have 
been giTen. My soul begins to feel better, though my 
body ham been somewhat afflicted to-day. May Us will 
be dk>ne by ns, -in n% and through us. * ^ * 

'^ Let US go on to perfection" in love, in patience; in 
resignation, in doing and suffering all the will of Ood. 

^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 

Sincerely and affectionately yours, 

John W. Childs. 

His next letter was written from Baleigh, N. C, during 
the session of the Conference, and is dated February 26th, 
1834. It contains nothing of special interest to the pub- 
lic. He says, ^^the time you mention, March 13th, for 
our marriage, seems to be the most convenient that could 
be fixed upon ; and the arrangement to have it at Bro. 
Early's instead of the ehuiohy is perfectly satisfactory. 
You know my object in first naming the church, and as 
we have reason to believe ihai end cannot now be secured, 
of course the arrangement falls to the ground. Only let 
us have the glory of God in view, and aim singly at this, 
and all shall be well/' << Through grace,'' he adds, ^' I 
possess my soul in peace ; though, at present, I enjoy not 
the fulness. I see a great want of scriptural holiness; 
and fear I am too much of a coward to show myself a man 
for God. How much I need your prayers, that I may 
learn the happy art, ' with meekness to reprove.' A few 
of our brethren are all alive, for which I praise the Lord ; 
but how few, compared to the great body 1" 

The last letter written by Mr. Childs to Miss Rives be- 
fore their marriaee, was written while on his way from 
Baleigh to Lynchburg, while attending the exercises con- 
nected with the Inauguration of Rev. Stephen Olin, D. D., 
as President of Randolph Macon College. And as it con- 
tains several points of interest, and is especially charao- 
iertsticy we will give it nearly entire. That it is slightly 
tinged with apparent censoriousness will probably strike 
the mind of the reader; but it is our business to present 
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a faithful portndtare of the man, ag nearly as we oaa, 
diawn by his own hand. 

Meoklenburg O^untj, Ya., March 6UH 1834. 

My Dxar Sistsr Maktha : — ^To relieve my mind a lit- 
tle ^m intense thought, I will address you a few lines, sin- 
oerely hoping they may find you well both in soul and body, 
and still <' pressing forward to the mark of the prise of our 
high calling of God in Ohrist Jesus our Lord/' How 
earnestly do I desire perfection I But where is it to 
be found ? In the ohnroh t The glory> I fear, is wellnigh 
departed. . In our modem books f Only here and there a 
vestige is to be found. I tremble for the state of the 
church ; my heart within me almost makes a noise. This 
world I yanity, show, outward equipage— even eloquence 
and learning— -good as they are, when sanctified and wholly 
consecrated to God — are set up in the place of the grace 
of Qtod in the soul. O my Uod, undertake thine own 
cause, and subyert the whole works of the deyil. 

I see more clearly thaa eyer, if we would haye heayen 
we must enter in at '< the strait gate f* and the difficulty 
of doing this is the greater, as there are so many who would 
£un haye you belieye they are entering in, or haye entered, 
who, ney^theless, are wuking in ^' uie broad way.'' O 
Lord, open their eyes. I trust, howeyer, the eyes of my 
dear Martha are already opened to this subject Let us 
watch and keep awake. Perhaps you may say, I fear 
''where no fear is." I think I am conyinced this is not 
the fiict. At any rate, I should be wonderfully pleased to 
find, in some things, I am mistaken. But no : his word 
cannot fail. It must stand when heayen and earth shall 
haye '' fled and gone." How dreadful, then, to liye with 
the means of instruction perfectly in our power, and yet 
put false glosses upon the plain word of the liying God I 
Nature, fa&en human nature, abhors the cross. Let us 
pray for grace cheerfully to embrace it : eyen so. Lord 
Jesus, give us wisdom, power, and grace to do so; and 
then, my experience assures me, we shall be happy. 

It has been suggested to me that I should so hi conform 
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to the rales of propriety as to get an additional snit of 
clothes to be married in. Time was when this wonld have 
been ezoeedinglj plausible ; but it is past. That time, I 
trust, " will suffice." I see no good reason, either from 
Scripture or common sense ; and I have mistaken the bent 
of your mind if you require it. Oh I let us be examples 
to all around us, worthy of imitation ; and strive literally 
to fuffil our Lord's words where he teaches ^' it is better 
to give than to receive." The fewer our wants, the more 
easily will they be supplied. The above thoughts you 
would do well to keep tolerably close, unless the glory of 
God or the good of others be the reason for presenting 
them. 

I feel that during the time of the Conference, I have 
acted the part of a poor coward. I have not reproved, re- 
buked, exhorted ** with all long-suffering and doctrine.'' 
Oh I what firmness and courage does it require to be a 
mouth for G-od. Nevertheless, owing to my peculiar cir- 
cumstances, the Lord has dealt kindly, tenderly with me. 
I trust he will heal me entirely, and give me grace yet to 
^' war a good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience." 
* ^ * Shall we not be a mutual help to each other? I 
trust so. Let us watch, pray, and give ourselves np en- 
tirely to the honourable service of our Maker through our 
blessed Redeemer. He will guide us by his counsel, and 
afterward receive us to glory. 

I hear, in this county, of the death of several of my old 
friends and companions in tribulation : among them, old 
Brother Stephen Dance. He was a saint indeed. I fear he 
has left but few like him behind for solid piety. May oar 
God raise up a host to people the church and the world. 

Yesterday, I heard President Olin's inaugural address. 
It was good ; but I sincerely fear God is not sufficiently 
acknowledged in that place. It seems to me that there is 
a show of religion hanging about many — a vain attempt 
to hang flowers about the bitter truths of the Gospel, to 
suit them to the relish of the half-hearted and the vain. 
But how foolish is this I Not that I would be for render- 
ing religion hateful. No : but there is a seriousness in 
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the matter that is beoominff, and there is something even 

in fonn that I am persoaiaed Gtod is welliJaased with. 

For instance^ bowing the knee when in a plaoe oonseorated 

to reli^ons services. Maj the Good One ooireet what is 

amiss. 

' When I commenced this, I did not expect to say half as 

much. I hope it will not be altogether uninteresting. 

Let us strive to live every moment for Qod;>^or eter- 
nity I Let us permit no moment to pass, '^ but in purchase 
of its worth.'' And who can estimate the value of a mo- 
ment of time ? M^ we not inquire of death-beds to get a 
proper answer ? Oh I that we may cleave closer to God, 
and ''be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksjpving, make our requests 
known unto God." Meantime I leave you in his care 
whose eye never slumbers or sleeps. May we in all thingii 
so please him that he may direct our paths. So prays 
your affectionate 

Join W. Ohilds. 

Here ends this correspondence; and we very much 
doubt| if the annals of courtship were written up, whethei 
a parallel could be found. 

On the 13th of March, 1834, Mr. Ohilds was married 
to Miss Martha S. Eives, in the house of the Rev. John 
Early, in the town of Lynchburg, Virginia. The rites 
were solemniied by Rev. Mr. Early. 

In the selection of a wife, he found one peculiarly quali- 
fied to suit his disposition, habits, and views ; and, through 
sixteen years, as his companion, amid the privations, hard- 
ships, and trials of the Methodist itinerant life, she proved 
hers^ every way worthy of the exceedingly high estimate 
which he placed upon her before their marriage. 
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CHAPTER X 

SALISBURY DISTEIOT. 1834. 

Betorns to his distriot — ^Diarj — ^Narrow eieape of himMlf and wife- 
Letter to Mrs. Ed — His UiboiiTa — ^BeviTalA— Letter to hie wife— Piarj 
— ^Attnok of illness — End of the year — Leaves bis wife and ehild for 
Conference — ^Appointed to the Amherst circuit — Beriew of his la- 
bours as a Presiding Elder. 

In a few days after his marriage, Mr. Childa proceeded 
from Lynchburg to his district, and with as little delay as 
possible commenced his round of quarterly meetings. 

The entries in his diary present but little variety ; but 
continue to exhibit the same elevated tone of piety and 
spiritual enjoyment, that we have seen in previous extracts. 
In the little sententious prayers which abound in his en- 
tries, he includes his wife with himself, praying for her 
protection, health, spiritual comfort, and growth in grace, 
as well as his own. The following we shall present as a 
specimen, and pass on with only occasional; and very much 
abridged quotations from his diary. 

^^Ai.Bro. Smith* %, near Getlwemane, Chttl/ord circuUj 
April 7th, 1834. — Rose before four — sprayed and read my 
Bible for more thau an hour. The Lord was in a degree 
present, and my soul rejoiced from a comfortable persnar 
sion, that he will be with me to prosper the work of my 
hands. May our Gtxl give his blessing to his general 
church. Be with me this day, and bring me in peace to 
see my dear wife. I thank thee, O Lord, that I have one. 
teach me to love her for thy sake, and may we do thy 
will on earth as it is done in heaven.'^ 

April 9th, in writing to Mrs. Early of Lynchburg, he 
says : '^ My great concern is that I may act, in any degree, 
worthy of her, of whom G-od has made me the husband. 
This 1 cannot do without divine assistance. Oh that we 
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may be fkiihfiil to our Qod, and to eaoh other in eveiy 
thing ! I know it requires grace ; bat then I belieTe there 
is a fulness laid up for ns in Christ Jesas. So far, Qoi 
has manifestly opened np onf way. May the Head of the 
ohnroh ever be with ns, and mnt ns great sneoess in onr 
labours for the advanoement <a his Idn^om. I see dearlyi 
if we would 'inherit all things,^ we must overcome; and 
there is no OTerooming without fighting. Let us then 
fight the good fight of faith. There are many things to 
fight against, and with, that some, who are reputably reli- 
gious will tell you are perfootly oompatible with the cross 
of Christ. Oh ! let us beware of these saints of the pre- 
sent world, and draw our majdm» from the Bible. 'Blessed 
is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.' 
Labour every day to take higher ground. ' Beprove, ex- 
hort, admonish' all that you have any intercourse with, 
and Ood will give you his blessing. ' He that waters 
shall be watered.' ]^eanwhile, let us hang by fiuth upon 
our God, 

and, 

'Until the sprinkling ofhia Uood» 
Shall speak ns up to beaTen."* 

Mr. Chiids left his wife with a friend in Oermantown, 
Stokes county, and went to the mountainous part of his 
district to attend his meetings; where, on the 6th of May, 
he writes in his diary : — '' I rejoice ^at Ood seems to be 
renewing my health; have some sweet intimations that 
the Lord will revive his work by my feeble instrumentality. 
O Jesus, if thou canst work by such a poor worm, be 
pleased to prepare, make me entirely holy in heart, life, 
and all manner of conversation." 

On the same date he writes to his wife. The letter is 
full of affection ; but we shall only quote the portion that 
relates especially to his own experience. 

" If I know myself," he writes, ^' I enjoy more of God 
than I ever did in my life ; yet more humility is wanting 
on my part I feel, my dear, that Qad is sood — that my 
soul blesses him, (though not sufficiently,) Uiat he satisfies 
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my moath with 'good things, so that, eom|Mtrativ«Iy, my 
youth is renewed like the eagle's; and, if not mistaken, 
feel more than ever resolved to run on in the good way 
that leads to heaven/^ 

The few weeks that he was absent from Mrs. Childs, 

^were spent among his friends in the counties of Wilkes 
and Iredell, where he was surrounded by every thing to 
please the eye and cheer the mind. It was in the bumy 
month of May. The forests upon the mountains were 
putting on their glossy dress of summer foliage. The 
crystal streams that had been fettered in ice, were again 
rejoicing with a merry laugh along the vales. The glit- 
tering cascade was flashing in the sunlight, upon the face 
of the precipitous rock, and suddenly disappearing in the 
deep chasm at its foot. The fragrance of the sweet spring 
blossoms was upon every passing breeze ; while overhead 
were the blue heavens, and all around the hum of bees, 
and the song of birds. The ploughman was in his furrow ; 
the cattle were browsing upon the hills and sunny glades ; 
the quiet homes of the mrmers were seen dotting the land- 
scape, surrounded with clumps of forest trees, and lapped 
in secluded dells, at the base of the mountains. Wherever 
he went he met with a cordial erecting, and a hearty wel- 
come. But his eye was steadily placed on the heavenly 
city; and his diary contains scarcely an allusion to the 
enchanting scenery, or the hospitable- friends around him. 
Day after day, he seeks a country out of sight. <' His 
face was set as though he would go beyond;'' his affections 
were on things above ; and he seems to have been but 
little influenced by the things of this life. 

He commenced holding camp-meetings at an early period 
in this year. May the 20th, we find the following in his 

••journal. '< The camp-meeting closed this day at liberty. 
Not a great many converted ; but, Lord, we thank thee 
for the manifestations of thy grace. Some were cut to 
the heart, and some found peace in believing. carry 
on thy work, and make thy people and ministers holy and 
happy. Lord, I thank thee for the manifestations of thy 
grace to my poor soul. Oh I for more of that wisdom 
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whioh 18 from above. Help me and my dear wife to do 
thy will more perfectly on eartk, and then do thou bring 
HB both to heayen. 

<<I oonfees my short-eomings, my baekalidings, my nn* 
worthiness; yet, neverthelessy I do praise thee that thou 
bast lately given me more peHSaot^ pennanent^ and abiding 
peaoe, than hitherto I have known/' 

In the early part of the month of June, while on his 
way to one of his appointments in the neighbourhood of 
Oreensborough, his norse took fright and ran away with 
his vehicle ; and but for the kind intervention of Provi- 
dence, he and his wife both must have been killed. They 
were thrown violently upon the ground, the vehicle was 
broken in pieces, and they were left but slightly iigured^ 
by the road. In a few aays thereafter, they were again 
exposed in the same way ; but unfortunately, did not es- 
cape so well. Their horse ran away, thrusting them out 
with such violence, as very seriously to injure Mrs. Child% 
though he escaped with cmly some very dight contusions. 
He makes the following allusion to these casualties in his 
diary. 

*^At Brother John Harriiiy June 16lA. — Since the above 
was written, falluding to his previous entries] Lord, what 
hast thou called me to pass trough I Both myself and 
wife have been called to pass through a fieiy ordeal. How 
near to death have we been I yet wou hast not delivered 
us over. O Lord, accept our thanks for thy goodness in 
sparing us,, and may the residue of our oays be unre- 
servedly consecrated to thee.'' 

In the following letter he also alludes to this subject. 

GrafinsboKMiglk, N. C, Maj SOtli, 1834. 

Dkab Sistsr E. — ^Wo have to thank the Lord that we 
are alive ; for although we have met with two accidents 
recently, by the runnrag away of our beast, yet no bones 
have been broken. But Martha as well as myself were 
bruised to a considerable extent The hardest part appears 
to luve fallen on her. * * * 

Let us adore the hand of the Almighty and bless him, 
that his judgments are mixed with meroy. We are not 
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diacoaraged, bat trast we are more disposed to giye up M 
for Ood, for Christy for Heaven I May the Holy Ghost 
sanctify this dispensation of his providencei and teach us 
the lesson he would have ns learn therefrom. 

We have exchanged our aaimal for a strong horse, which 
we think was thrown in our way by the hand of our kind 
Father in Heaven. Oh 1 could we so use these creatures 
as to be thankful to the Almighty Creator. 

I see more dearly that we are in continual danger of 
taking our eye off of the mark of holiness^ set before us in 
the Scriptures, and substituting something else in its place. 
If I dared to express my thoughts, I should say multitudes 
do it ; and some, I fear, #ho8e lives are handed down to us 
as examples for us to follow. But enough ; let us see to it 
that toe be followers of those, who, '^through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.^' ♦ ^i^ * 

We are trying to cut off every yoke, and live, and preach 
plain, wholesome truth. 

Affectionately yours, 
• John W. Childs. 

On the same date he writes in his diary — '^ I have this 
day read with profit, Mr. Wesley's sermon on the ''Danger 
of increasing in Biches," and discover more clearly that 
we are an assembly of unjust men. Lord forgive the co- 
vetousness of thy people, and save them for thy mercies' 
sake. Oh I help us all to awake, and watch, and pray — 

** Tread all the powers of darkness down^ 
And win the well-fought day." 

^^SaJtwrday morning^ Jurie 2l8t — Rose at four — attend- 
ed prayer-meeting at the church, at sunrise. Was com- 
forted — ^Lord do thou 4ead me in a plain path because of 
mine enemies.' " 

Henceforth we find him actively engaged in the work of 
the ministry. In all the towns and villages where he lodged 
he held sunrise prayer-meetings. At these he often lectured. 
The work of revival began to spread in every direction, and 
a large number of souls were converted to God. Amid all, 
his soul seems to have been constantly stayed upon God; 
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«nd daily he records tbe ffoodness of hia Heavenly Father 
in continuing to manifest his moions presence to his heart. 
His enjoyments seem to haye been , very uniform for several 
months. But so exalted were his views of Christian obli- 
gation, and so high was his standard of religious duty, that 
in looking around him upon the ohuroh| he saw but little 
to commend. 

In writing to the Rev. John Barly, July 5tl^ he says, — 
''I try to keep myself awake, but I fear there are many 
things to be corrected; and who is sufficient for these 
things ? I frankly confess I am not ; and I exceedingly 
fear that I am out of my element. I earnestly desire to 
do good, but think my call is to do it in a narrower sphere. 
I lonff to be little and unknown, loved and prised by Gk>d, 
and by good people alone. But I see the world knows 
not how properly to estimate such a course* Be it so ; 
this is my cross and I must bear it : and, I may add, a 
great part of what is called the Christian world appear to 
have their eyes but a little more enlightened on the sub- 
ject How many there are who yet ^ savor the things 
that be of men.' Say I these things by way of censure f 
Heaven knows that I would sing for joy of heart, could 
I see it otherwise. But it is my deliberate opinion, if Mr. 
Wesley's interpretation of the Bible be taken for good gold, 
there are but few who will not be found wanting when 
weighed in the baluices. I desire to begin with' judging 
myself; and confess frankly, I have come feur short of 
uiy privilege and duty. I hear the voice of God saying 
' Be ye hdy, for I am holy ;' and there are many great 
and precious promises, that by them we might have hope. 
But who are the witnesses of these things ? Here and 
there a solitary traveller. I bless the Lord for the good I 
see ; and fot the prospect of good that seems to be opening. 
But where are the Wesleys, the Fletchers, the Grim- 
shaws, the Nelsons ? Men who practised every part of 
their creed in their own lives. Oh, brother £.! could I see 
.this, — much as I love some, in this world, I should be 
ready to say, * Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.' ^ Who will 
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rise np against the eyil doers V Maj the Almighty raise 
up a host — ^men'of clean hands and pure hearts/^ 

From his journal we make the following extracts. 

<< Germanttnon, July bth. — let every instance of thy 
goodness lead me to repentance ; and may I get wiser and 
hotter hy daily experience. I thank thee for judgments, 
for crosses, for losses, for all thou doest give me to suffbr^ 
if hy any means I may be ready for thy coming/' 

^^Jidy Sth. — O suffer me not- to turn thy grace into 
lasdviousness ; but give me 

'* That solemn awe that dares not move. 
And all the silent heaven of loye/' 

" Jvly ^th. — On the camp-ground, Mount Vernon. Fqr 
several days have enjoyed unusual rest in my spirit by 
looking unto Jesus. O my Saviour, I want more of thy 
transforming influence. Let it come down on me, 'and make 
me all like thyself — * full of goodness— full of thee.' " 

"Jult/16th. — ^At Mr. Poindexter's. Lord,' give me a 
more aimable spirit, that I may know how to let my light 
shine most to thy glory. I want new love, new light, new 
heat. As one says, ^make me as active as fi^e, and as steady 
as the needle to the pole in thy service.' for grace to 
A love thee more." 

" July ISth. — ^Lay in my bed till near half-past six ! 
Was this because of weariness and fatigue, or a disposition 
to backslide ? Lord, show me." 

" July 19^i^.-^Rose at half after five. Still an hour be- 
hind my usual time." 

He was now absent from his wife, to whom he wrote, 
July 19th, 1834, as follows :— 

My Dear Martha Susan : — ^Through the tender 
mercies of our God I have arrived safely at the place ap- 
pointed for the quarterly meeting, but in consequence of 
continued rains have not ^ had an opportunity of preaching 
since I left. I have had some waves of temptation and 
affliction to pass through, but thank Gk>d my anchor 
seems to be cast within the veil, and I trust is held fast by 
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the cable of &ith. ThiB day my soul has had some oom- 
fbrtabie and refioshing views of Jesus, and I want to know 
more of tbe length, breadth, height and depth of his dying 
love. Oh, for more and still more ! I want to bathe 
my sonl in the vast ocean of God's nnmeasarable love. 
On 1 to be nnited to Christ — ^to sabmit to his authority 
completely, what unntteimble sweetness does it bring 
to the seal ! How mueh I need your prayers, and your 
advice too, which lattec I fear you feel a delicacy in giv- 
ing. Ohl my dear, if i% be lieavenly and holy, it shall 
be received with all thankfulness. Have I pained you by 
any roughness or harshness ? If I have, forgive me, my 
dear, and try to cure me by a mild remonstrance, and by 
your prayers. There may be the appearance of roughness 
sometimes, when it is not intended by your husband ; but 
be has a < jealouSy godly fear* over himself when certain 
points are toui^ed. He knows how liable he is to fail in 
Lis duty — ke knows that many have failed, occupying the 
ground he now does, Tthat of a married preacher,) and 
therefore he fears that ne may sometimes answer her who 
is dearer to him than life, in the way just alluded to. I 
refer to your auestion^ whether I could not remain till 
the afternoon ok the day on which I left you? 

July2^€L — Since writing the above X have preached 
three times. Our gracious Gh)d was mereiftil at each ef- 
fort, and ai^Murent good was done, — a number bowed as 
mourners, and some seemed to be comforted. 

Upon the whole my soul has enjoyed a degree of pros- 
perity since I commenced this letter. But oh I how ht 
short of Mrs. Maxwell do I come. In reading the first 
volume of her letters I took up the notion she was but a 
poor letter writer; bat have seen cause to change my 
opinion. She certainly was a holy and deeply spiritual 
womani surpassing, in my judg^nt, Mrs. Fletcher, Mrs. 
RogefSy or any one else that I have read of, except Mrs. 
Coqwr: though my judgment was quite immature when 
I read Mrs. Coopers letters. * * * 

My dear, let us abide in Christ, and strive for a closer 
walk with Ood. All this is to be effected by a more inti- 
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mate nnion, communion — or rather, aequaintaaoe witli 
Jesus. Your affectionate husband, 

John Wesley Chilbs. 

" Jtdy 30/A. — ^Yesteday was a day of trial and sore 
r temptation. Lord, forgive wherein I have grieyed thee. 
Oh I I am conscious I neglected my usual devotions in the 
morning; and, as is generally the case, was strongly 
tossed during the day. my Qoi, forgive, and grant me 
grace to do better for the time to oome.^^ 

^^Auguit %th, — How variously have I been tossed since 
an entry was made. Oh, the blasts of adversity and temp- 
tation I Lord Jesus, save me, and deliver me from evil. 
Thou alone canst help me. Oh I for thy mercy's sake for> 
give my past follies and transgressions, and give me a new 
and clean heart.'' 

For a week or more following the last date Mr. Childs 
seems to have been in sore trial. He complains of his 
want of communion with God — ^bis coldness and barren- 
ness of soul. From this uncomfortable state of mind he 
was happily relieved, and on the 21st August, he thus 
writes — ^^ Oh, how precious is thy word. My Grod, it is 
better to me than thousands of gold and silver. ^ Through 
thy precepts I get understanding : I hate eveiy falfle way. 
And again on the 27th — ^^ My God, how many are thy 
mercies I who can count them ? I would bless thee for 
life with all its comforts; and even for those things of a 
contrary nature that are intended to further me in the di- 
vine life." Sept 4:thy he writes — " For some days my 
' body has been much affected — the corruptible body presses 
down the soul. Yet God is good, and in the midst of my 
afflictions, he, from time to time, manifests himself to me. 
my God, slay every traitor in my heait, and set up 
thy kingdom, which consists in ' righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.' '* 

'^ JSept. IQth, Lexington, at the close of the eamp>meet- 
ing. — The Lord was graciously present with me in my de- 
votions this morning ; and has been unusually so for some 
time past. O, my God, I will here record thy lovingkind- 
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mm towards me, a poor worm, for it is great* Preserye 
me from this time fbrthi and for evermore/' 

S^ 17lA, ia writinff to his Lynohburg imrrespondent, 
he sajs-*^'^ I have lately enjoyed a nearer aooess to the 
throne of graoe, and find thatthe ^thfolness of my Qod 
is greater than I have any lancniage to express adequate 
ideas of If I had a thousand tonsnes I would emplov 
them aU in speakinff of the lovingkmdness of the lK>rd. 
Oh, he is good, aiui his tender meroiee are overall his 
works.'' 

Sept ISth, — He solemnly dedicated himself again wholly 
to God. This aot of oonseoration he wrote in the follow* 
Ing words : — 

*' Here I wonld devote anew my sonl, body, and n^irit — 
ailthatlhave, and all thatIamtothee« Oh! dothonao- 
oept through Jesus Christ J. W. Omu>s.'' 

More than a month elapsed before another entiy was 
made, daring which time he passed through a severe at> 
iMxk of illness, which he bore without a murmur. His 
wife also was deeply afflicted for several weeks; but none 
of these thincn moved him, nor did he count his life dear 
to him, <^so he might finish his course with joy, and the 
minist]^ which^ie had received of the Lord Jesus, to tee* 
tify the gospel of the grace of Gkd." 

No9. 28<J^ he writes— << My soul still Mows hard 
after Gh>d. My health in a deffree, thou hast restored. Be 
pleased, O Lord, to ^ve me &at measure of health that 
thou seest best If it be thy will, grant me sood health — 
yet, let thy will be done. Grant me wisdom to spend 
time, strength, talents all to thy honour and glory." 

The Conference year was now drawing to a dose, and he 
was bufflly engaged in dosing up the quarterly meetings on 
his district, and arranging aSurs for nis successor, should 
he be released from the presiding eldership, which he 
seems very sincerely to have desired. His diary seems to 
have been negle<yted; for we find no entry from the 28th 
November tilT the 27th December. 

Jam. laf. 1835.— We find him at Germantowu where 

is» 
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he makes the following entry : '< my G^d, thou alone 
art my portion. Be pleased^ this day, to accept of omr 
souls and bodies, a living sacrifice, through Jesus Christ. 
]^ay the past follies and sins of our lives be blotted out, 
and our names recorded in the book of life.'' 

The above is the last entry which he made before Con- 
ference. 

Mr.Childs left his wife and infant, with his kind friend 
and brether (Mr. Gibson) in Germantown, North CaroHna, 
and proceeded to Lynchburg, the seat of the Conferenoe, 
where he arrived in safety, though much exposed to oold 
and fatigue by the way. From this place, Feb. 11th, h» 
writes to Mrs. Childs : — 

'' I feel thankful, as things are, Ihat I made the effort to 
come to Confeirence, as there would have been some con- 
fusion in my business without my presence. - And if you 
are preserved, and our heavenly Father permits us to see 
each other again in peace, his name shall have all the 
praise. O, my dear, let us give up ourselves more unre- 
servedly to his service.'' 

Feb. 17. — He says, in another letter to Mrs. Childs :->* 
<' In relation U> my appointment for the next year I have 
not yet come to any settled conclusion. Oh ! that our hea- 
venly Father may direct in this matter." He then adds, 
'^ let us seek all our happiness in God ; and I verily believe 
we shall hav^ more real happiness, even of an earddy na- 
ture, than we could possible have by pursuing any other 



course." 



From this conference Mr. Childs was appointed to the 
pastoral oversight of the Amherst Circuit, lying on the 
north side of James river, and immediately adjacent to 
Lynchburg. 

We shall close this chapter with a brief review of Mr. 
Childs's labours as presiding elder. He seems reluctantly 
to have accepted this post in the Church ; and the reader 
is already advised that he was constantly labouring under 
the impression that it was not his appropriate sphere of 
ministerial duty. And yet, it may he said with safety, 
that no man was ever more acceptable, in this relation to 
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drareh ihui was Mr. Childs as prendiiiff elder of the 
diBtriot on whioh, for two yearsj he laboored with so mnoh 
fidelity and snocess. 

His interoonrse with the families where he lodged was 
most salutary. He was always about his Master's work ; 
and wherever an opportunity to do good presented itself 
he availed himself of it. He oonversei with the ehildien 
and servants of the households wherever he went, upon the 
subjeot of religioti ; and, in many instances, while spend- 
ing two or thxee days in a family, was instrumental in their 
conversion. At family prayer he read and expounded 
tiie Scriptures ; and in the evening he took occasion to ex- 
hort the servants, and instruct them in the plan of salva- 
tion. And many on the Salisbury district will doubtless 
rise up in the day of judgment, and call him blessed, for 
teaching them the way of life. 

But it was in his oversight of the preachers in his dis- 
trict that his influence was most powerfully felt as a pre- 
siding elder. He caiefuUy and tenderly watched over the 
young men placed under lus care. At his quarterly meet- 
ings he took occasion to throw himself with them as much 
as possible ; and by kind advices, and affectionate admo- 
nitions, endeavoured to correct the little improprieties and 
failings which he deemed of sufficient moment to require 
attention. He was not a censorious critic ; and yet he lis- 
tened critically to the sermons of his young men ; and 
whatever he discovered in their manner, pronunciation, 
gesture, style, &c., that should be corrected, he noted it at 
the time, vxd then sought a suitable occasion to call atten- 
tion to it. This he did, in an evening walk on the road, 
or when alone with the peison in his room. 

When reproof was necessary he administered it with the 
utmost tenderness. The consequence was, his young men 
loved him, and were unembarrassed in his presence. And 
then, eteilii^y alone will reveal the good which he did in 
his private intercourse with his preachers, by the silent, 
yet almost irresistible influence of his eiCample, as a man 
of piety and prayer. He proposed private prayer so often 
when alone with }na preachers, and spent so jnuch time 
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npon his knees in earnest wrestling with God^ that it was 
impossible for any man to be in his company without 
being influenced more or less by his holy life: 

The example of a presiding elder with his yonng preach- 
ers is scarcely to be estimated. His style of sermonising^ 
his manner of delivery, and his habits of devotion, wul 
all make an indelible impression npon the minds of those 
under his charge. How important then to the interests 
and continued prosperity of the church that he should be 
a man of the right stamp ; a man of sound judgment, of 
deep personal piety, of studious habits, and of good preach- 
ing abilities. Such a man was the subject of this memoir. 
There was in him every thing to check vanity and pride; 
every thing to curb an indomitable and unholy ambition ; 
every thing to restrain extravagance of manner, foolish at- 
tempt at mere tinsel, in style, or rhetorical flourish in the 
delivery of a sermon ; and yet every thing to encourage 
diligent and patient study of the Holy Scriptures, and of 
the Dcst theological works — evezy thing to urge one for- 
ward in the path of acquirement, and to prompt one to go 
on to the highest attainable point of excellence and use- 
fulness in the ministry. Nothing to encouirage idleneii, 
or make a young man fold his arms, and rest satisfied with 
an huml4e mediocrity in the pulpit. Mr. Childs was care- 
ful to guard those under his care against every thing like 
mere display in the exhibition of gospel truth. 

In his examination of candidates for the ministry, he 
was patient and thorough. Ah acquaintance with the Holy 
Scriptures he regarded as of the highest importance to the 
man entering upon the sacred vocation. He therefore al- 
ways required plain texts in proof of the doctrines on which 
he examined. He cave prominence to the doctrines of 
justification by fiiith, regeneration, witness of the Spirit, 
and holiness or sanctification. 

At the session of the Conference, on the examination of 
character, he was never extravagant in his representations 
of the talents and usefulness of his preachers; but ^ways 
spoke with discrimination of each one's abilities, and other 
qualifications. Such men filling the office of presiding 
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elcleri must erer make it .a powerliil arm in the great 
machinery of Methodist Itinerancy. 

We do not intend to intimate that he had no snperiors ; 
nor do we say that we have none eqnal to him ; bat we 
will say, would to Gk>d, we had man like him. 

The author has spoken of Mr. Childs as presiding elder 
from his personal knowledge. He knows the things 
whereof he affirms. 



CHAPTER XL 

AMHERST AND AMELIA CIRCUITS. 1835 AND 1836. 

Retarns to North Curolinft for his Ikmilj — Goes to Ms cironit — ^Letter 
to his wife — Diary — Ciroint UUbour — ^Visit to Albemarle eiromt — Old 
Mends — ^Extraets from his diary — Close of the year — ^Attends Con- 
ference — ^Aneodote — ^Appointed to Amelia eironit — Repairs to his 
i^pointmeni — Letter to Mr. Bass — His own experience--State of the 
ureui— A sabjeet that gave him troable— Letter^— Thinks of a trans- 
fer to another Conference— Attends Conferenoe— Sent to Prince £d< 
ward eirciiit. 

On the adjournment of Conference, Mr. Childs returned 
to his fiimily in Germantown, North Carolina, where he 
spent a few days in getting in readiness for his journey, 
and then proceeded, by convenient stages, with his wife 
and infant, to Lynchburg; where he lefb Mrs. Childs with 
her friends, and entered at once upon his work on the 
Amherst circuit. 

The following letter, addressed to Mrs. C. while on his 
first round on his circuit, will be found interesting : — 

Amherst Cireni^ April 3d, 1835. 

Mt Dear Martha : — Since leaving you, I have been 
quite indisposed; but have been able, however, to meet 
my appointments, and trust have been strenffthened, in a 
peculiar way, boUi in body and in mind. I have been 
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mnoh eomforted in my labourt The people seem affeotion- 
ately to receive me, and I hope Bome good has been done 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I feel well satisfied with the ohange from a district to a 
drcnit — seem to move in my proper element ; but fioar the 
friends in some places expect too much. What, however, 
cannot Divine grace do for us I Mv dear Martha, let ns 
look up for more and more of it, that we may be whole- 
some patterns to all. 

^^ April Qth. — I enjoy much peace of mind — ^more, I think, 
lately than for a great while — ^perhaps more than ever be- 
fore. Oh, my dear, let ns arise and shake ourselves from 
the dust. There is a great work for us to perform ; let us 
not be slothful in the performance, rather let us be pat- 
terns ' of all diligence and frugality that the gospel be not 
blamed.^ Meantime, let us exercise that living faith in 
the merits of our blessed Eedeemer, without which all our 
works are unacceptable to God. May we ' be found of 
him, not having our own righteousness which is of the 
law, but the righteousness which is of/aiih ; that we may 
know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, being made conformable to his 
death.^'' 

The friends here inquire after you, and generally want 
to know whether I intend to bring you into the circuit. 
Come, my dear, a pattern of all plainness, that none of 
Christ's people may suffer hurt or damage by our bad ex- 
ample. Oh, how cautiously ! how circumspectly should we 
walk, so as to please God in all things f I believe the 
Lord is renewing my strength, and that he will yet do 
great things by so poor an instrument. I rejoice that 
I seem to have that very work to do that suits my soul. 
Will you not pray that I may be faithful and successful 
in the discharge thereof? Come^ my dear, you must hold 
up my hands by your prayers and supplications; and be 
well assured that I have you daily and almost hourly in 
remembrance before the throne of grace. Are you pant- 
ing after all the mind that was in Christ? Can you say — 
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**K««p m« d«ad to all Velow, 
Onlj Christ reaolTed to know ; 
Furm, and diaengaged, and fM, 
SMking «U my Uisa in T»M f» 

My dear wife, this is possible, Acmghj^kave a dear Ktiie 
Margarti and a hubimd to love asid Mnk of. The Lord 
teftoh us the proper meui) aod may we be sanctified wholly 
throoffhout spirit^ soul, and body. 

TeU Sister £. that I hope she will not fiint or tire in 
her mind ; but as he who hath called her is holy, so may 
she bn holy in all manner of oonyersation. &^y to her, 
thai Ood Aos latofy loosed my hondsy and I do trust that I 
shall not giye np the hope oi a present delivennoe from 
all inbred oonuption. I trust we shall all yet see good 
di^s in the land of the liying. If sonlsshall be saved and 
sanctified on this cironit| mj highest wishes will all be 
realised. The Lord work wiih nsy is my prayer, for tho 
Bedeemer^s sake. 

I called to see anewly^mamed ooaple this morning, not 
of onr church; and had to deal quite plainly with the lady. 
She appeared to take it well for the time, if it does not 
smart uterwards. Oh ! how hard to tell eyeiy one under 
our care what we see wrong about them ! But you may 
say she was not under my care. But she is an immortal' 
beukff ; and we should seek the profit of many that they 
mi^ be sayed. 

Sinoe I came into this circuit, m man has been snatched 
off in the strength of his years, who, only two hours before 
his death said, to one of our members, that if he oould stay 
here always he wanted no better heayen. Alas ! for the 
poor deluded mortal. Let us remember the Saviour's ad- 
monition, <' Be ye also ready.'' 

My love to our friends, with the largest portion for 
youiraelf and our dear little one. 

I remain your affidctionate husband, 

John W. Childs. 

April 29th he writes in his diary — and it is his last eaAiy 
for nearly two months fi)llowing — *^ Our Lord has dealt 
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very kindly with me of late. My sotil bas enjoyed mRch 
love, peace, and joy — indeed, my enjoyments have been 
superior to any thing I have known heretofore. My affec- 
tions more even, and my peace more abiding. O Jesns, 
grant me grace to abide hi thee continually : even sO; Ameli. 
Bless my dear Martha and our little one.'' 

June 17th he adds — '^ The above has been, in the gene- 
ral, my experience. But oh I I want more love, more 
lighty more zeal^ more humility. Lord; give for Jesus' 
82&e. Amen." 

This is the last entry until the month of October. He 
almost entirely discontinued writing in his diarj from this 
time ; but, happily for us, his correspondence is abundant^ 
and furnishes a very full history of his religious experienctt* 
From what we can gather, his mind seems to have been«at 
rest and his soul constantly filled with the love of Gk)d. 
T]^ere can be no doubt that he had regained the state of 
Christian experience, even in a higher degree, for which he 
had so long and so earnestly prayed,*and which he says he 
enjoyed for several months while on the Buckingham circuit 
in 1832. But he still kept up his habits of early rising, 
private prayer, and reading the Scriptures. In these he 
never relaxed, until the end of his journey. 

In writing to his old friend and brother in the gospel, 
the Eev. R. G. Bass, under date. May 9th, 1835, he says — 
'* My wife has just got to her home in the circuit, having 
remained with her sister, in Lynchburg, a month or two. 
We are well pleased with our field of labour, and hope G<)d 
will give us to see the prosperity of Zion. * * * * 

'^ What a searching question is that, ' Do you make a con- 
science of executing every part of your duty ?' It is im- 
portant, I am persuaded, that we reduce the size of our 
classes to something like the number recommended in the 
Discipline. This would increase the number of leaders, 
which would give employment to many persons whose ta- 
lents are now buried or rusting out. 

'^ What a work, the catechising the children ! Sabbath- 
schools cannot do our work : let us be workers .together 
with them. Prayer-meetings should not be neglected, nor 
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any thing that will quicken our people in the race of &ith 
and loye. I believe the Lord is deepening his work of 
grace in my soul^ and hope that I shall see his glor j jet 
before I depart hence and am seen no more among men/' 

From the last of October nntil about the first of Janu- 
ary, Mr. Childs wrote almost daily in his diary ; but there 
is wy little that would interest the reader. His entries 
relate principally to church matters on his circuit, with 
occasional reierences to his religious exercises, which seem 
to haye continued pretty much as he represents them to 
have be«n in the earlier part of the year. 

In the month of Novaoaber he promised to make a visit 
to his old friends in the Albemarle circuit ; but something 
occurred that he supposed would cause a disappointment. 
To this he refers in a letter to his wife, dated Novem- 
ber 2d : — '' It pleases me well that the disappoint- 
ment takes place with regard to the Albemarle trip. I 
have had my doubts ever since I promised to go, whether 
it were the better way for me. I now feel myself under 
no further obligations to go, though I should be glad to 
see my old friends; yet the idea of neglecting my work 
is painful to me.'' In this letter he mentions that he had 
held some prosperous meetings in his circuit, at which a 
number had professed conversion ; though no very exten- 
sive and general revival had prevailed. But, for what had 
been done, he thanked Gknl, and took courage. 

He made the trip to Albemarle; however, of which we 
find the following account in his diary : — 

" Monday^ l^th JVbt;. — Started for an appointment in 
the Albemarle circuit — ^lost my way ; and after stumbling 
in the dark for some time, found myself at Bernley's Mill, 
near my old friend and acquaintance, Wm. Groodman. In 
my wanderings the Lord was with me, and the darkness 
was not as great as I apprehended." 

"Wcw. Vith, — Started for Bingham's, through the rain 
— did not get to the appointment. Preached at night — 
sorely God gave his blessing ; but I fear no permanent 
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good was done. Preached on Wednea^j, 17th. Friday 
returned home. I should saj, upon the whole, my visit 
to Alhemarle, I fear, was not according to the order of 
God." 

Speaking of one of his village appointments, he says :-* 
'' Here, some of the brethren have been going to the show 
and circus. We save them an opportunity of confessing 
their sins to the church, and of promising amendment, — 
some of them' did so, frankly : others were disposed to 
offer apologies, and some remained in sullen silence. O 
Lord our God, work for thine own glory, and by thy con- 
vincing Spirit bk)w upon every heart, that the chaff of 
sin — the accursed thing — may be destroyed.'* 

December 1st, in writing to his wife, he says : — " I see 
the necessity of trampling the glory of this world under 
our feet, yet more and more. May the good Lord help 
us in this work of faith, ^patience of hope, and labour of 
love.' My dear Martha, I exhort you to be firm. All 
your grace will be tried. ^ Beware, lest you also, being 
led away by the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
steadfastness.' Your husband sees but one way to heaven, 
and that the way of the cross! Oh 1 let us bear this, and 
all shall be ours. I feel thai God is with me, but I de- 
sire a deeper communion with him — ^yea, closer 'fellowship 
with the Father and the Son.' " 

Mr. Ghilds continued to fill his appointments until it 
was time for him to leave for Gonference. The year had 
not been as prosperous as he had hoped, and prayed it 
might be; and yet he had cause to t}iank God that he had 
not laboured i» vain. The church was evidently built up 
under his pastoral care ; and, although the additions were 
not very numerous, he left the circuit in a healthy condi- 
tion, and with its forces wel] organized to push the battle 
of God to the gates of the enemy. 

He attended the Gonference which held its session in 
the city of Norfolk, February 1836. The author remem- 
bers to have taken tea with him at his brother's (Gapt. 
William Ghilds); with a large company of preachers^ and 
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other friends, among whom was the Rev. R. G. Bass. 
These brethren gave the conversation a very spiritual turn ; 
and when the waiters came in with the tea, and the com- 
pany were beginning to partake, Mpi Childs stopped them, 
by quoting the remark of the pi<ms Payson on a similar 
occasion : — << I wonder what devil invented a walking sup- 
per, to cheat the Lord out of grace.'^ There was of course 
a pause, whereupon he requested Mr. Bass to ask a bless- 
ing, which he did, and the company proceeded with their 
tea. 

From this Conference Mr. Childs was assigned io the 
Amelia circuit, lying between the James and Appomattox 
rivers, and about equidistant £rom the city of Richmond 
and the town of Petersburg. 

AMELIA CIRCUIT, 1836. 

On the Amelia circuit Mr. Childs displayed the same 
xeal and fidelity in the prosecution of his high vocation, 
that had marked his ministerial life on other appoint- 
ments. He boarded during the year with Mr. Gustavus 
A. Muir, of whose family he speaks in the highest terms. 
Mrs. Childs's health was feeble, and as he was necessarily 
absent from her the greater part of his time, he very 
highly appreciated the Kindness and attentions which they 
showed to her ; and he took frequent occasion in his cor- 
respondence to record his grateful remembrance of the 
Christian and courteous hospitality received at their hands. 

His labours were successful. In the early part of the 
year he records, witii devout thanksgivings to God, the 
conversion of souls, under his ministry. Ue found it ne- 
cessary to execute discipline in some of the societies. 
This was painful to him ; and yet he did it with his accus- 
tomed firmness, keeping the fear of God before his eyes, 
in this most delicate and tender operation. 

In redemption of a promise previously made, and for 
the recruiting of the enfeebled health of his wife, he made 
a trip to Tennessee, on a visit to Mrs. Childs's relatjpns. 
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This trip occupied several weeks ; and on his return to his 
circuit he wrote to his friend, the Bev. Mr. Bass, in which 
he makes some mention of this tour. And as the letter 
contains several things of interest, relating to the portion 
of his life now under notice, we will lay it before the 
reader. 

Amelia Circuit, Angiut 25t]i, 1836. 

Dear Brothee Bass: — ^I was pleased to hear from 
jou, and hope that this will find you still holding fast the 
sure foundation, and endeavouring to build thereupon 
"gold, silver, and precious stones." 

I see, more than ever, the necessity of exercising a 
wholesome discipline in the church, separating the idle 
and careless from among us. Oh I my brother, be steady 
and courageous in this work, and God will bless your labours. 
We are not what we formerly were. What is the cause ? 
We have slackened the reins of discipline almost altogether. 
By his assistance, I purpose amending from this very hour. 
I find that opposition comes down Eke a hurricane ; but 
you know, after a storm there is usually a calm, — so it is 
not the dead sea of Laodicean formality, I shall rejoice. 
God, I believe, is at work, healing divisions among us — 
uniting the hearts of local and travelling ministers — the 
hearts of the faithful are encouraged — the chaff, I think 
will be blown off; and I hope a glorious revival of religion 
will take place. Let us fast, pray, and groan for it, that 
^ God may redeem Israel from all iniquity. Even so. Amen. 
' Come, Lord Jesus. * * * 

I would advise you to stand fast to your Bible, and in- 
quire for the old paths — the good way, that you may walk 
therein. The days are coming to try men's souls, and 
those only who are approved will stand. God grant that 
you and I may be of that number — ^nothing but grace — 
the power of Christ can sustain us. 

I think I can say that I am growing in grace — ^that my 
purpose is to sell all and follow Christ — ^to count all things 
but loss for the excellency of his knowledge. 

In my late tour I had many heavy conflicts with the 
enerhj of my soul. I know not that I conquered in every 
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trial ; bnt blessed be God, one thing he gave, for which I 
rejoice, a resolution not to yield though beaten. The truth 
is, I believe a different plan should have been adopted bj 
us— it should have been a preaching journey. The thought 
of ode's goinff seven or eiffht hundred miles, and only 
preaching on uie Sabbath, whose commission is to ' go into 
aU the world and preach the gospel to every creature,' is 
painful to me, — there is an inconsistency in it ; but it is 
past ; and I bless the Lord that we are returned in peace, 
and through his mercy I feel like engaging afresh in the 
mat work — the work of the Lord. Oh ! ror an humbler 
heart, and a louder song of praise and gratitude to Qod for 
his ten thousand mercies. 

We have had some souls converted on the circuit. We 
must root up, and plant. This was the commission given 
to Jeremiah the prophet| and I apprehend, to every gospel 
minister. 

Let ua cleave closer to Jesus, and abide in him ; in his 
doctrine, in his example, in his atoning blood, and above 
all in his spirit. Oh ! that the mind that was in Christ may 
be found in us. Nothing short of this will prepare us for 
an entrance into the evenasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. May we be ready to meet him with 
joy. 

Believe me, yours affectionately, 

John W. Childs. 

About the same time that he wrote the above he address- 
ed a letter also to his Lynchburg correspondent^ from which 
we make the following extract. 

" I think Gk>d is renewing my soul in righteousness. I 
have been benefited by reading, lately, selections from Mr. 
« Wesley's works, by Rev. John Hersey ; and also the life of 
De Benty, and an address to the clergy by Mr. Law. All 
have been rendered a blessing to me. Ood is confirming 
me in those views so often expressed to you; and I am in 
confident hope that I shall see the full »dvation on earthy 
and then enjoy it above. 

'* I would exhort you to take full possession of the promis- 
ed land — the Canaan of perfect love. The way of self-de- 
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Dial is tbe high road to it; and God will give it to all that 
Beek earnestly. 

'^Brother Adams, my colleague^ has had some revival un- 
der his ministry on the circuit. About twenty were con- 
verted a few days before we arrived. Divine power seems 
to attend the word. The hearts of many appear to be 
quickened. Much discipline to be attended to. May God 
strengthen us. * * * The friends are very kind to us — 
a thousand times more so than we deserve. My health is 
greatly improved since returning to the circuit.'' 

The above letters pretty fairly indicate the state of Mr. 
Childs's mind, his religious experience, and the condition 
of the church on the Amelia circuit at the time of which 
we are now writing. 

There was one subject, however, in relation to which he 
spoke but little, except with confidential friends, which was 
a source of considerable anxiety ^o him at this time, and 
which exerted a ffreat influence upon all his plans for the 
future exercise of his ministry. 

Mr. Childs was a great friend of the slaves and free 
people of colour in our country. He availed himself of 
every opportunity to instruct them in the plan of salvation, 
and to preach the gospel to them. He was friendly to the 
Colonization Society ; and looked upon the e£forts making 
to settle a colony of well instructed coloured people upon 
the shores of Africa as the most likely means of extending 
tbe blessings of the glorious gospel to the savages of the 
interior of that great continent. He took occasion there- 
fore to advocate the claims of the Colonization Society,' and 
to turn the attention of such persons as were likely to be 
benefited by a removal to Liberia to the subject of emi- 
gration. In this matter he seems sometimes to have been 
misapprehended, — his motives were impugned; and his 
friendship for the Colonization cause was construed into a 
kind of abolitionism ; and this led to remarks and surmises 
that were not the most agreeable to him. The fact is, Mr. 
Childs felt that there was an impediment to the full and 
satisfactory discharge of his ministerial function towards 
this portion of our population, and he began seriously to 
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neditete ateinoYal to a state in which no such impediment, 

as fie belieyed) existed. To this he lefeis in the following 

letter. 

Amelia Circuit Ya. ConflBreneo, Oetober Zltt, 1836. 

My Dear Sister : — ^I was sorry to hear of yonr afflic- 
tions. If the Lord chastens yon sore, we pray, if it be 
best, that none of yon may be delivered over to death. 
His will, in all things, should be embraced as best for us. 
The readiest way to get rid of afflictions, Mr. Wesley says, 
is 'Ho be willing to bear them as long as God sees fit to 
send them/' I know it requires no snudl portion of grace 
to do this ; but there is quite a sufficiency in the wounds 
of Jesus, and I suppose the reason why we are not armed 
for every trial is because we forget '' the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Jesus Christ»'' " Without me,'' 
says the blessed Saviour, '< ye can do nothing," and how 
often do we find the £ruth of this declaration. But a be- 
lieving look to^ Jesus will frequently put all .our foes to 
flight. Oh I may you and I be able to look until his 
blood makes us perfect. Let us not dare to doubt of its 
virtue ; even to-day, he offers to make us every whit whole. 
Lord, what are we waiting for ? Jesus, master, speak but 
the word and the work shall be done. I sincerely pray 
that God may be with you of a truth, and that his light 
may continually shine upon your tabernacle. 

And, my dear sister, among other things, try to pay 
special attention to the children. Much devolves upon 
you in this important department of usefulness. *^ Train 
them up in the way they should go," and God irtV^ cer- 
tainly bless your diforts, and give additional comfort to 
your own* soul. 

I more and more see that the world lieth in wickedness, 
and trust, through grace, that I have gained some victories 
over it since we parted ; but I am far, very far deficient 
yet But I feel God is with me, unworthy as I am, and 
my purpose still is '' to know nothing but Jesus, and him 
crucified !'' 

Since returning from the west, I have again had my 
difficulties on the old subject — one that we have frequently 



164 IJFB OF VHX 



conversed about. * * * We have heen strongly ex- 
ercised about going to a different section. I pray that the 
great Head of the church may direct us. 

I see in a measure the necessity of self-denial^ and bear- 
ing our daily cross ; but oh ! how nature revolts. If ^ how- 
ever, the prize woidd be obtained, offending nature must 
be bound to the cross of the Saviour. L«rd, help us to 
understand this doctrine, and help us to practise it con- 
stantly. 

We are not doing a great deal here in the church. We 
are trying to purge out the old leaven. What wisdom is 
necessary to do this effectually, and yet mildly. * * * 

And now may €k)d, only wise, be with you, and be your 
portion for ever, is the prayer of your affectionate fnend 
and brother, John W. Childs. 

In addition to the " old diffidttlties,'' alluded to above, 
there were others, growing out of some unfortunate con- 
troversies in the Conference to which he belonged, that led 
Mr. Childs to look to some other section of the work as the 
future field for the exercise of his ministry. The uiyBettled 
state of his mind, at this time, doubtless interfered with 
the success of his labours. There was no extensive revival 
of religion on his circuit, though the church was greatly 
edified, and its permanent prosperity promoted by his mi- 
nistry and pastoral oversight. 

His closing labours on the circuit were interrupted by a 
protracted and severe attack of illness which befel Mrs. 
Childs, and from which she barely recovered. During the 
more critical part of her sickness his time was necessarily 
occupied with her, and he was therefore unable to pay that 
attention to his appointments which under other circum- 
stances he would have done. Writing to -his friend, Jan. 
16th, 1837, he uses the following language in reference to 
this affliction. 

<< We have a thousand reasons to return thanks to God 
that Martha's life is spared, and that she is able to go 
about her room. We feel filled with gratitude for the con- 
cern manifested in your letter for her welfare ; and as the 
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Lord first requires a ready mind, and it is then acceptable 
according to what we have, and not according to what we 
have not ; no doubt but with him the wiU will be taken 
for the deed, and consequently you will not lose your re- 
ward. I pray this may be so. 

" Not much doing on the circuit. I had filled my ap- 
pointments for several weeks until last Saturday, when I 
was prevented by the inclemency of the weather. So last 
Sabbath was spent at Brother Muir's, the brother with 
whom we board, and I hope not in vain. We called the 
coloured people and family together, and tried to speak to 
them ; and nearly if not all were bathed in tears. 

" Our friends here have been truly kind to us, during 
the day of our affliction. The physicians attended her day 
and night, with every mark of respect and affection, gratis, 
and the neighbours came in timely to the. assistance of the 
family. Sister T., Sister B. &c., assisted. May the Lord 
reward all for their kindness." 

In the letter from whiqh the above extract is made, he 
again speaks of the probability of his obtaining a transfer, 
at the ensuing session of the Conference, to some other por- 
tion of his Master's vineyard. And yet he appears unde- 
termined as to what course he would adopt. In reference 
to this he says, ^< Our thoughts lead us in the same di- 
rection as mentioned some time since. Oh ! may the great 
Head of the church guide us aright in this, and every other 
matter.'^ He then adds, " My progress in the Divine life 
is not as swift as I could desire. Somewhat faint at times, 
though still pursuing.'' 

It is obvious from Mr. Ghilds's correspondence, at this 
time, that ke was not content with his position ; but we 
must w^t for future developments to furnish a more satis- 
factory explanation of this state of his mind. 

He closed his year's labours on the Amelia circuit, and 
went up to the Conference held in the month of Februaiy 
18377 i^ ^^® to^Q 0^ Petersburg, Virginia. From this 
Conference he was appointed to the Prince Edward circuit, 
lying between the towns of Petersburg and Lynchburg. 
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CHAPTEK Xn. 

PRINCE EDWARD CIRCUIT. 1837-38. 

Failure t» get a transfer — ^Reception on liui eircnit — ^Fall from his horse 
— Injury — How he bears ^t — Confined several weeks — Diary — ^Letters 
— Great reviyal commences-— Anecdote — ^Always about his Master's 
work — ^Attends Conference-^Retumed to Prince Edward circuit — 
Letter to Mr. Bass — Religious experience unsatisfactory to himself — 
Year closes — Mr. Bass's deatb^^Detained from Conference — Mr. 
Redd's recollections of Mr. Childs — ^Appointed to the Bedford circuit 

Immediately on the adjournment of Conference, Mr. 
Childs wrote a letter to his friend in Lynchburg, in which 
he speaks of his failure . to obtoin the transfer desired, 
and quietly acquiesces in what seemed to be the order of 
Brovidence in reference to his appointment. We make a 
single extract from this letter, which will answer our pur- 
pose in this connection. 

'^ I have just returned from a tedious Conference, where 
much was done and said that I judge had better not have 
been performed. In accordance with my former sugges- 
tion, I asked for a transfer ; but there were difficulties in 
getting it in tjie direction I wished to go. The Bishop's 
advice to me, was to stay here a year longer, which I was 
disposed to do, as the providential way seemed not yet to 
be open. In the matter of my appointment, I endeavoured 
to leave it all in the hands of our kind heavenly Father, 
being willing lo go wherever the providence of God might 
appoint. 

'' Our lot, as you doubtless have heard, has come out for 
Prince Edward circuit. Oh, may the Lord give us favour 
and success in the eyes of the people I Though I HHti. it 
is really good for my sotd to be despised, to be neglected, 
to be ^ little and unknown, prized and loved by God alone/ 
It is good for the healing of the distemper that I naturally 
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Iftbour under. I mean pride, and vain glory. If this 
were only cored, I doubt not that every graoe, and every 
virtue, would appear in due time. 

^^ I see, sister £., more and more, that holy tempersi 
the mind which was in Christy is Uie very thing which 
we neglect; while shadows and phantoms are eagerly 
sought after ; honour, admiration^ and the esteem of men ^ 
are vehemently pursued.'^ 

Mr. Childs had a great many friends and acquaintances 
on the Prince Edward circuit, and he received a most cor> 
dial welcome when he entered upon his work. Just after 
his arrival on the circuit, and before his fieimily was settled 
for the year, he writes : '' My prayer is that our cominff 
may be made a blessing. I pray that the Lord would 
correct whatever is amiss in me, and prepare me unto 
every good word and work. He alone can sustain and 
preserve me. May he give tne a right judgment in all 
things^ that I may yet be rendered useful. To live with- 
out advanoinff the cause for which the Saviour bled, is 
painful indeed. I am frequently made to cry out, <I 
would not live alway.' There is so much strife, commo- 
tion, and confusion in the world, it is enough to make us 

»y, 

' Who, who would live alway, away from his God, 
Awi^ from yonheaTen, that blissftil abode V 

May the Lord prepare me for its enjoyment, and give me 
grace to say, while in this world, 

'Qiye joy or grief, giye ease or pain, 

Take life or friends away; 
But let me find them all a|(ain, 
In that eternal day.'* 

Mr. Childs succeeded, at an early day, in getting his 
family comfortably located on the circuit, in the family of . 
his esteemed friend, John W. Redd, Esq. His mind was 
then at rest, and he felt prepared to enter on his regular 
work) with a good heart, and an humble trust in Gk>d for 
success in his labours. But on returning £rom his first 
appointment, he was suddenly arrested by a casualty that 
laid him up for six weeks. His horse took fright| and 
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ran away with him, and threw him with sneh violence as 
to fracture his shoulder. In this condition he waa taken 
to a neighhouring house, where medical aid was called in, 
and eveiT thing waa done that kindness could devise to 
aUeviate his sufferings, and hasten his recovery. In ahout 
ten days he was removed to Mr. Redd's, where he gradu- 
ally grew better, until he was able again to recommence 
his appointments. He seems not to have been moved by 
this friction; but was strong in faith^ giving glory to 
God. When he had so far recovered, as to be able to use 
his arm, he made the following entry in his diary. 

" March 6*A, 1837. — My horse took fright on the after- 
noon of this date, and after running some short distance 
threw me, and us it has been supposed, broke my shoulder 
near the joint. Oh Lordy how unsearchable are thy judg- 
ments! Yet Lord, I bow, and acknowledge thee just. 
Oh, lead me and teach me ! This affliction has confined me 
from preaching six weeks, with the exception of two ser- 
mons preached at my lodgings at Bro. John W. Redd's.^' 

Mr. Eedd thus speaks of him during the period of his 
confinement in his house, from this accident. '^ He con- 
versed with every one who visited him, on the subject of 
religion ; and no doubt was, during the time of his con- 
finement, instrumental in preparing the way for the glo- 
rious revival of religion, which began almost immediately 
after he got about his work. Indeed, he was about his 
Master's work all thQ time of his detention from his stated 
appointments. He was visited by a great many persons, 
and he never parted with any of them without prayer ; 
taking occasion to converse with each one on personal re- 
ligion, and giving suoh advice as each one's case seemed 
to require. Jhese conversations made a deep and lasting 
impression upon the minds of Christians and sinners. 
There was something in his manner and spirit, that seemed 
so clearly to evince the power of religion, that it was im- 
possible not to feel the force of what he said. And while 
his friends were fearful he never would use his arm again, 
he gave up all into the hands of Ood, 'and set his mind 
upon the work of saving souls. 
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"While he wu ooo&ned, be took medioine for the im- 
pTOvement of hia general health, &nd he rapidly gained 
in fleeh, and improved in complexion ; and when he waa 
BO far recovered as to oommenoe preaching again, he looked 
better than I ever saw him. During the whole time, he 
waa Terf cheerful, and when he began to use hla um, he 
was dcToatly thankful." 

To his Lynchbnrg correspondent he thm Viites in re- 
lation to this affliction : 

April 3d, tsar. 

My Deak Sister : — How myateriona are the ways of 
Providence 1 You have doubtless heard, 'ere the present, 
of the dealings of an all-wise God with me. I desire to 
bow to his anthority, and humble myself in dust and ashes 
before him; and if it shall be mode the means, in any de- 
gree, df improving my condition, spiritually or temporally, 
I shall eay with I>avid,."It is good for me to have been 
afflicted." This is the fourth time I have attempted to 
write since my fall. Ob I how thankful should I be that 
God has permitted me thus &r to recover my strength ; 
though it is yet somewhat doubtful with me whether I 
shall again have the free nse of my arm and shoolder. I 
now know by experience what it is for the "right hand to 
forget her cunning." help me to pray that I may not 
be blind to the intentions of a wise l^vidence. He haa 
Eorelv been with me iar my affliodons. Oh, that I could 
snitaoly praise him for temporal and spiritual blessiugs ! 
Oh, when shall I sink to perfection's height, the depth of 
humble love I Lord hasten the time. 

April Glh. — Praise to our Ghxtl vty shoulder and aim 
oontinue to strengthen, add I hope my general health im< 
proves. Let us firmly rest in God, and in all oor ways 
acknowledge him ; believing if health be best for us he 
will give jt to UH ; if otherwise, let us say, " The will of 
the Lord be done." Yours affectionately, 

John W. Cbilds. 

To the same he writes : — 
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Ufij M, 1837. 
My DlUUl SiBTSB ; — Our first qaarterlj meeting is oyer ; 
but it was not eoDvenient for me to attend in oonseqnence 
of my affliction, I hear, howeyer, that there was quite an 
interesting time. We are anxiouslj longing and looking 
for the conyersion of souls, and hope we shall not be dis- 
appointed. God has promised that his ^^ glory shau fill 
the earth/' and, I yerily belieye, if we live and pray as 
we should, it will take place. '' Ye that make mention of 
the Lord/' saith the prophet, ^ giye him no rest/' Oh I 
let us then be instant in season and out of season, and he 
will accomplish what he has promised. I hope you are in 
yigorous stretch for the land of Canaan. ^' What is there 
here that deseryes our joys V The world is all a delusiye 
dream — nay, a cheat; let us then put it down, and keep it 
completely under our feet. Jesus is surely able to do all 
thinffs for us ; and if we will take his easy yoke upon us, 
we [£all most assuredly find rest to our souls, t bless the 
Lord for my affliction, and belieye it has been of real ser- 
yice to me. Oh I may he giye me wisdom to reap the full 
benefit therefrom. Yours truly, 

John W. Childs. 

When Mr. Childs was able at last to trayel round his 
circuit and meet his appointments, he came to his people 
** in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ." 

He seemed better prepared for his ministerial labours, 
bodily and spiritually, than before his afflictions. The 
word of God dispensed by him was now attended by an 
unusual Diyioe energy, and the work of reyiyal commenced 
with tremendous power. It spread from appointment to 
appoiatment, until the whole circuit was brought under its 
delightful influence. This gracious work reyiyed the heart 
and enlisted all the energies of Mr. Childs. He laboured 
from morning till night, and from house to house, and 
wherever he went souls were converted to God. At the 
second quarterly meeting held for the circuit, in the month 
of July, " between sixty and seyenty," he says, professed 
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conTeraioii. Tke week following, be adds — ''The Lord 
broke iH upon a eomptfUy of sehool-ehildrea that attended 
oar aenrketf, and seven were converted ; and, the Sabbath 
following, two more of the same schooL'' 

IVom this iime, he seems to have been a new man in 
6ome respects. He was evidently better satisfied with his 
position and field of laboar, attd seemed to think that God 
had ^ven his sanction to his ministry^ The revival in- 
creased ; and, daring the year, it is believed not less than 
five hnndred souls were converted. In the month of Sep- 
temberi at the third quarterly-meeting for the circuit, held 
by the lamented Dr. Abram Penn, who was presiding 
«lder of the district, a powerful work brc^e out in a neigh- 
bourhood which, up to that time^ had remained cold and* 
unmoved. The community were wealthy and worldly- 
minded, and but few ia the neighbourhood were pious. 
But God sent his Spirit upon them, and their hearts turned 
to him as the streams of the south. It was like life from 
(he dead. One wealthy, thoughtless sinner who lived in 
this neighbimriiood, hearing of the appointment for a pro- 
tracted meeting to be held at the church, which was but a 
mile or two from his residence, remarked, that he had 
beard for some time of the revival that was going on in the 
county ; and that he supposed the preachers were going to 
nuHfe d close to him ; and, if they did, he intended to get 
converted. This he said in a jest; but it turned out to be 
true. He was among the first who were cut to the heart, 
and one of the first to bear his testimony that G^ for 
Ohnsif 8 sake had pardoned his sins ; and no one was more 
active or more suecessfWl than he, during the revival, in 
leading the sinners of that neighbourhood to the foot of 
the cross. 

Thore were large aecessions to the ch«reh during the 
progress of this good work of grace on the circuit ; and in 
every neighbourhood Mr. Childs was beloved and venerated 
for his piety and works' sake. He still continued the same 
conscientious, scrupulous Christian that we have seen him 
in previous years of his ministrv. 

In the town of Farmville^ which was then included in 
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the Prince Edward circuit, there was a most extensiye re- 
viyal and a yery large addition to the ehurch. Mr. Childs 
participated largely in the labours of this meeting; and 
the young converts and church members, as a token of 
their reeard for Mr. Childs personally, and as an expres- 
f gion of their high appreciation of his services among them, 
presented him with a costly suit of clothes, which he de- 
clined accepting; assigning as the reason for declining^ 
that he could not consent to wear so fine a suit of clothes 
himself, though a present, while, he felt called on, as a 
faithful minister of the New Testament, to preach against 
extravagance and costliness of apparel. He consented to 
receive a present of equal value in some other form ; but 
he could not be induced to wear a fine and expensive coat. 
The revival continued until the approach of winter. 

November 23d, 1837, he writes to a friend: "The work 
of the Lord still goes on in some parts of our circuit, 
though not so swiftly. Those parts that appeared barren 
in the first part of the year, now seem to be visited. May 
the Holy Spirit give us wisdom to lead the people in the 
right path. 

^' We are still at brother Bedd's. Some of the servants 
have professed religion, and all, perhaps, that are grown 
are inquiring the way/' 

Mr. Childs always made it a point to instruct the child- 
ren and servants in the families where he visited ; and he 
never seemed content while any member of the family re- 
mained unconverted. The good Lord only knows how 
many were led to the Saviour by the private admonitions, 
and godly instructions of this holy minister of Jesus Christ. 
He was always about his master's work. He permitted no 
day to pass without an effort to save a soul. He was not 
content to preach iso many sermons, lead so many classes, 
and formally to visit a few families in his charge ; but with 
a heart deeply impressed with the importance of his mis- 
sion, he was instant in season, out of season ; and every- 
where, by day and by night, and, "from house to house," 
he was engaged in warning sinners, and leading inquirers 
to Jesus. He closed his labours for the year ; and from 
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the Conference; held Febniary 1838, in tlie eity of Rioh- 
mond; he was returned to the Prince Edward cirouit for 
the ensuing year. This was gratifying to himself and to 
the ciroait Indeed, at that time, no one could have snp- 

J^lied his place. He was early at his appointments, yigi- 
antly attending to the young conyerts, and training them 
np for usefulness in the church. He watched over them 
¥rith a father's care, and was eyer ready to solve their 
donhts, to sympathiie with them under sore temptationSi 
and guide their feet into the paths of righteousness. 

Daring the severity of the winter but little could be 
done in preaching at the regular appointments ; but ho 
took care to supply this lack of public service by holdins 
prayer meetings in private houses ; and availing himself of 
all suitable opportunities of instructing the families as ho 
visited among his people. His influence was powerfully 
felt upon the whole community. It was not confined to 
his own church, but other denominations flocked to hear 
him preach, and acknowledged the influence of his ezamplci 
and of his heart-searching manner of expounding the Scrip- 
tures, in leading them to a closer walk with Christ, and to 
greater circumspection of conduct in their daily deport- 
ment. 

Apnl 7th 1838, he writes: ''This day I have completed 
the first regular round on the circuit, and desire to praise 
the Lord for his assisting grace. We have seen no un- 
common displays of divine goodness, but many I hope are 
endeavouring to put on the whole armour of God ; and, 
perhaps, with few exceptions, all are pleased with our re- 
turn. I feel encouraged, from the consideration that no 
steps were taken on my part to procure it. May the Lord 
grant that our second' coming may be made a blessing. I 
feel truly thankful that the good Lord has so hi permitted 
me to past without a similar affliction to the one that befel 
me last year. Oh ! may I be more grateful to him than 
heretofore. It is with fear and trembling that I commence 
the labours of this circuit fot another year ; and but for 
the consciousness that it was not my own procuring, my 
hands would hang down. May we not be as 'salt that hat 
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loBt its sayor.' Mj soal still follows ]^ard after the Lord, 
though I am perfectly ashamed of my many iDconsisten- 
cies. I believe there is no other way to heaven for me 
than through the crucifixion of the flesh. May the Lord 
give me strength that I may hold on my way, and not faint 
or be discouraged. I would be by myself abhorred, and 
give all glory to God/' 

Shortly after the above he wrote to his friend, the Bev. 
B. G. BasS; who was at that time travelling the Greens- 
ville circuit^ where they had, a few years previous, labour- 
ed together. We give the letter entire. 

Prime Edward dicmif April 23, 1838. 

Dear Brother Bass : — ^I hope this may find you and 
yours well, and in the enjoyment of the Hfe of God in your 
souls. Oh I may he be with you to do you good, both for 
time and for eternity. Through his amazing mercy we 
are still alive, and endeavouring through faith and patience 
to inherit the promises ;' we are likewise trying to scatter 
the seeds of the word of life among our perishing fellow 
creatures. Oh ! may he Who multiplied the loaves and fishes, 
multiply the seed sown, and abundantly increase the fruits 
of righteousness. My health is tolerably good, and also 
the health of our people. We have seen some tokens for 
good, and pray that it may be but the promise of an abun- 
dant shower. I hope sincerely that the good Lord is 
opening your mouth to speak his word boldly, as we ought 
to speaS: ; and that you may have good and glorious times 
on your circuit this year. 

Oh I brother B., 

'Let us stir each other up, 

Our faith by works to approve; 
By holy, puritying hope, 
And the sweet task of love/ 

My soul desires more and more of the image of God. 
Oh I may he stamp me with his Holy Spirit's seal. I 
trust you are hungering and thirsting after righteousness; 
and that sister B. is pressing on with you in the same 
heavenly course. Please let me hear how you are pro- 
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greSBiiig ? Whftl tbe Loid is doing %n yoUf hy you, and 
thr&ugh ycuf Remember me affeotionatelj to oar old 
companions in tribulation. May tbe Lord be with them 
and abundantly bless them, and help them on their journey 
to heaven. I would name some, but forbear lest others 
should think themselves alighted. May the ohoioest bless- 
ings of heaven rest upon you. 

Affectionately youis in Christ, 

John. W. OhiiiDs. 

To the same, Mr. Ghilds writes, July dd, 1838 : << At 
some places on the circuit there is yet some interest, and 
we are trying to enforce discipline ; but I fear that < ini- 
quity abounds, and the love of many waxes cold.' Much 
of the cause of this state of things, I fear, exists in myself. 
Oh I what a poor inconstant worm am I. No : I have 
not faithfully and patiently bame the cross, but have 
shamefully turned to 8ome*things, from which God had 
wholly delivered me, as though there were some real good 
in the poor toys of time and sense — such as are caloa- 
lated to please the eyes of poor mortab. If, after we have 
escaped the pollutions of the world by the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, we are again entangled and overcome, 
the last end is worse than the first. !l^y brother B. that 
this may not be my case ) but that through grace I may 
obtain the victory and follow it up until ' glory crown what 
grace began/ God is, however, still with me, I trust, in the 
midst of all my unfaithfulness. I feel that he deab kindly 
with me ; far more than I deserve. * * * If we are 
not exceedingly careful, our hearts are prone to betray us 
into an improper compliance with the customs of the age 
in which we live. May the Lord preserve us by his grace. 
I thank you for the suggestion in relation to this subject ; 
and beseedi you to deal plainly with me. ^ Let the right- 
eous smite me ; it shall be a kindness : and let him re- 
prove me ; it idiall be an excellent oil, which shall not 
break my head. I hope my heart says to God and man, 
'' Search me and try me, and see if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in Uie way everlastiog.' " 
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As the fiammer advanced there were some seasons of re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord on varioos parts of 
the circuit, and a considerahle nomber of persons professed 
conversion, and were added to the church. Bat while Mr. 
Ohilds was earnestly engaged in trying to lead sinners to 
Christ, and to bnild up the Church of G-od, he did not ne- 
glect his personal salvation. He was ever watchful oyer 
himself, and constantly labouring to obtain and maintain 
all the mind that was in Christ. 

September 14th, 1838, he writes to his Lynchburg 
correspondent as £)llows : — ^' Since we parted, I have been 
reading again Mr. Wesley on Christian Perfection. I dis- 
cover my deficiency ; but believe from the marks he lays 
down that I have enjoyed the blessing ', and am deter- 
mined by grace to amend my ways and my doings." 

Mr. Childs's Christian experience seems to have been 
strangely unsatisfactory t» himself at this timo. Some- 
thing hidden was constantly troubling him, and interrupt- 
ing his enjoyments. He had not wholly abandoned his con- 
templated transfer to another Conference, and yet the pro- 
vidential indications to his own mind did not fully warrant 
such a step at that time. He was evidently dissatisfied^ 
and still he was at a loss what course to pursue. This 
unsettled state of mind interfered very materially with his 
spiritual comforts. At one lime we find him, apparently, 
wholly swallowed np in the will of God— oalmly sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, and happy in his work. Again, we meet 
him under a cloud oi providential darkness, ^' having no 
light ]" but still ^'trusting in the name of the Lord, and 
staying upon his God,'^ and yet writing most severe 
and bitter things against himself. Hear him in a let- 
ter addresed to Sie same person to whom the last quoted 
was written. '^ I have had fightings without and fears 
within, since you left, but I know that God is faithful, and 
to him I look, through Jesus Christ. My unfaithfulness, 
I know, has been very great; my inconsistency^ oh I I 
am ashamed of it. Sometimes I fear, like Moses, I have 
angered the Lord, and that he will not do any great things 
by me or for me. Yet I know it is of his mercy that I 
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am not dead — that I am not damned — that I atJll live, 
surrounded with bo many meroies. I am a moaster in crea- 
tion. Oh I that I oould experience more of his goodness 
and his greatness. Unless God come and dwell in my 
heart, more and more, I know that I oannot glorify him, 
or do any thing that is good. Oh I that be would make my 
longing heart hia home; not only occasionally, bnt con- 
stantly. Oh I where is the Lord God of Elijah. * * * I see 
there is bnt one xoay — to be oruoified with Christ — to have 
the old man nailed to the cross. May I oheerfnlly submit 
to it, that the fruits of the Spirit may be mine for ever." 

How strange it seems that a man of such extraordinary 
piety and devotion to God, should have been the subject 
of such paiufiil exercises ! We wonder that his comforts 
were not always abounding, — that his joy was not like 
a perennial spring, sending its refreshing waters over his 
soul, — that lus peaoe was not constantly like a river, and 
his righteousness as the waves of the sea. The probabi- 
lity is, that some eotufiCu/ional cause hod muoh to do in 
prodnoing this effect. Mr. Childs certainly was never 
more devout, mora lealous for sonls, more Aithful in his 
ministry, or more godly in all manner of conveisation, so 
for as his moat intimate ^ends oonld judge, than at the 
very time he represents himself to have been the subject 
of these conflicting and distres^ng mental and spiritual 
exercises. 

As the year drew to a close he began to hesitate as to 
whether he would attend the session of the Conference. 
The two preoedinff sessions were not the most harmonious 
and pleasant, and he feared that the peace of the approach- 
ing session might be interrupted as the former had been, 
and oonoluded that he would act the part of the prudent 
man who, foreseeing the evil, hides himself. Beddes, his 
friend and brother beloved in Christ, the Rev. Rowland G. 
Bass, had died, and he had been requested to preach his 
funeral sermon ; and he thought that he oould better em- 
ploy his time in attending to this last expression of regard 
for the memory of his departed brother and companion in 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
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Christ/' than in attending the Conference. He therefore 
declined; though not without some misgivings as to whether 
it were the better courses To the friend, so frequently 
alluded to in the jveceding part of this work^ he writes — 

February 15th, 1839. 

^' You will perceive by the date of this that my lot is not 
to go to Conference this year ; though I begin almost to 
suspect that the better way is to go, upon the whole. We 
should most gladly avail ourselves of this opportunity to 
visit you ; but circumstances render it inconvenient at the 
present time, as my engagements for the Sabbaths will 
lead me in a dififerent direction. 

For the present my mind leads me to remain in this 
region of country. If* the Lord call me to go, he will 
open the way. Pray that in every thing I may clear 
my skirts of the blood of my fellow creatures. Even so^ 
Amen. 

I thank you for your care with regard to our destiny 
for another year. May the good Lord direct us to that 
place where we may do, and get the most good. I lon^ 
to be useful. I long to bring souls to God, and to build 
up believers in their most holy faith. But who is suffi- 
cient for these things ? Divine grace alone can qualify. 
May the Great Head of the Church give us more spirit- 
uaHty." 

During the two years which Mr. Cbilds spent on the 
Prince Edward circuit, he boarded with John W. Bedd, 
Esq. ; and in his correspondence he very frequently 
speaks of the kindness and untiring attention of this 
Christian gentleman and his estimable lady, towards himself 
and family. He seems to have become strongly attached to 
Mr. Redd and his whole household ; and it was not without 
painful emotions that he parted with them at the close of 
his term of service on the circuit. Mr. Bedd became as 
intimately acquainted with Mr. Childs, perhaps, as any 
man ever did. He was a great deal in his company, in 
public and in private, and had every opportunity of form- 
ing a correct estimate of the man. We take pleasure^ 
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therefoKi, in lajing before the re&der the folloviiur ez- 
tnol from * oommu&ioalian ■ddresaed to na bj Mr. Bedd, 
in which he gives na his impreasiona of Mr. Childa, u ft 
minister of Jeans Christ, & Christian, tutd a fiiend. 

" He boarded with me two yeaia, during tiie vhole of 
which time he set the most holj and godlj example that 
t eTor witnegaed ; bo that when I speak of him I hardly 
know where to begin. In his interoonrse with {kmilies, • 
as a pastor, he was mild and persnaslTe ; ooDtinaallj en- 
deavonring to impreaa on all, Uie neoesaitj of a life wnotlj 
devoted to the servioe of Qod. Indeed, it seemed to be 
his objeet lo do all the good he posaiblj oould ts all men ; 
ever; da;, praotioally foroetting the things which wera 
behind, and r«aehing to those before. I never saw an; 
thing hanh or unkind in an; word or aot coming from 
him ; and although he was prompt to reprove sin whenever 
ha saw an ooeaaion for reproof, yet he was alwa;s kind 
and affectionate to the sinner, alwava pntting the most 
favourable oonatmction on the aot he oould, naving the 
ohaii^ which ' beliereth all things.' 

" fie was the &rthest from egotism or self-applause <^ 
an; one I ever knew ; hardl; ever speaking of himself, or 
of his instrumentalit; in the man; oonveraioDS with whiofa 
his labours were blessed. While he was with us, on tbs 
Prince Edward circuit, he bad, in the year 1837, not lesa 
than five hundred converts, and ;et he did not report near 
so man;, seeming to fear that he might ^ve too large a 
number. He was always willing that others might be 
preferred before him, and that he misht be little and un- 
known. Indeed, he was, without doubt, the most perfect 
model of hnmilit; I ever saw. 

" I believe he used to rise invariabl; at torn o'clock in 
the morning, and spend much time in pra;er, reading the 
Soriptores, and meditation. He was ver; stadiotis, trying 
to redeem the time in ever; possible wa;. He had no 
idle moment, or an; time for ^volity, or idle ohilrchat; 
but was always ready to converse with any one on any 
useful or practical subject, either of a temporal or spiritual 
nature. He was very accessible, and easy of approach to 
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any one who wished to converse with him. He was a 
most agreeable companion; always enjoying whatever was 
either good or useful in nature or art. He was very tem- 
perate in eating, as well as in every thing else ; but truly 
thankful for the good things of life with which he was 
blessed. He was a great admirer of neatness and order, 
and liked the saying, ^neatness is next to godliness.' If 
he saw any thing wrong in any one, he would never speak 
of it to any other person ; but he would be sure to take the 
earliest opportunity to speak with the person himself^ and 
show him, in the most earnest and affectionate manner, 
the evil of his way, and encourage him to pursue a differ- 
ent course. 

<' I have seen him, when diverted, laugh heartily, but 
never immoderately — his moderation was shown in all 
things. 

^' He was careful not to give offence, or wound the feel- 
ings of any one ; but firm to do his whole duty, as one 
who had the charge of sduls, and must give his account to 
God. He laboured so that he might be clear from the 
blood of all, and win all that he could to Christ. In a 
word he was the most perfect Christian I ever knew. 

'^ I could say more, but deem it unnecessary.'' 

This is a noble testimony from one who knew him well. 

The Conference was held in the town of Edenton, North 
Carolina, from which he was assigned to the Bedford cir- 
cuit, west of Lynchburg, lying along the base of the Blue 
Eidge mountains, and embracing a wild and romantic sec- 
tion of Virginia. In this field of labour — among these 
hills and valleys, and skirting these mountains, we shall 
pursue his life in the next chapter of his interesting and 
instructive history. 



he says, " O 017 dear, let as remember it ia writlen, ' the; 
th&t ue kfter the Besfa, do miad the things of tlie flesh,' 
and the; that are after the spirit, the thinga of the Spirit. 
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May we be found thinking of^ following after, and relish- 
ing the things of the Spirit ; and only follow the things of 
this worl4 so far as they are really necessary to gain a 
better; you may rely upon it, that is our true courUry, 
May we be found continually in a state of preparation for 
it. * * * Have our dear little Mary baptized before you 
leave Lynchburg. I trust I have offered her up to God 
in faith and prayer before this ; and that is only the out- 
ward sign of nobler things.'^ 

April 15th, in writing to a friend, he says, ^^ As yet we 
have witnessed no extraordinary manifestations of divine 
power on the circuit, farther than one conversion and a few 
mourners, and some seasons of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord. The members here, say they have strong 
faith ; may the good Lord give the wished increase. The 
matter of purging the church is all important. I fear it 
requires more skill than I possess. Oh, may the Lord give 
ability." 

Mr. Childs became very greatly concerned upon the 
subject of walking and preaching again ; and in opposition 
to the wishes and earnest remonstrances and expostulations 
of his nearest friends he left his hoiBe, and commenced 
travelling on foot around his circuit. In a short time after 
recommencing this mode of travelling he received a letter 
of remonstrance from his particular friend, Mrs. E., of 
Lynchburg ; to which he replied, in the same spirit of 
meekness and docility that distinguished his whole life. 
From this reply we copy the following. 

Liberty, May 21, 1839. 

Dear Sistee E.: — In reference to the step taken by 
me, to which you allude, I have to say, — ^if I know my own 
heart — to please God — to keep a good conscience — to be 
more conformable to the image of Christ, are some of the 
principal reasons by which I have been influenced. To be 
less burthensome, and to have an opportunity of visiting 
more, are some of the secondary considerations, that have 
led me to this course. I am sensible in doing so, God 
gives me more of his gracious presence, and that alone can 
make our paradise, ^and where he is there is Heaven.' 
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That it should affect your 'friend so, is a deep affliction to 
me, and but for the presenoe of the Lord, I believe I should 
{link under it. * * * But consider our Saviour^ who, foe 
the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down on the right hand of the majesty 
on high. The prophet informs us that this is not our rest-r 
it is polluted, and that it will destroy us with a sore de> 
struction. That I still love my family, and am vrOling to 
do any thing in my power to benefit them, he who searches 
my heart, is witness. But the present opposition to my 
course is an affliction, and I must bear it. The painfid 
strife will soon be over, and in eternity it will not add any 
thing to our consequence whether we walked or rode in 
this world. All will then, no doubt, regard whatever min- 
istered to pride in this life as vanity, and whatever served 
to lead them to humility, as the greatest blessings. 

I do not believe that I have enjoyed the true sanctifica- 
tion of my spirit since I was on the Buckingham circuit 
Many visits of the good Spirit I have enjoyed, but not the 
true, settled presence of 6k)d. And I can assure you that 
I have had many struggles in my mind since that period. 
After getting my shoulder broken, it clearly appeued to 
me as the better way, to walk ; and the last year the same 
impressions were mstde upon my mind ; but worldly pru* 
dence, the contempt of families, &o., prevented me from 
adopting it. But what is all this world without the clear 
sense of God's approbation ; — ^this, and this alone, is the 
pearl of great price. * * * Let me hear from you early ; 
and be just as plain as the good Lord may put it in your 
heart to be. I think the language of my heart is, ^'search 
me and try me, and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting." My health is tolerably 
good ; though I am a worm, and no man — a reproach, and 
despised of the people; but if the Lord will only say, '^well 
done good and fiutfaful servant," it will be enough. 

Yours truly, 

John W. Childs. 

We have no comment to make on this letter. Mr. Ohilds 
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beliered he was doing right, and it was not an easy matter 
to torn bim aside from the path that he believed to be the 
path of duty. He continued on foot for some time, until 
it became necessary, on account of bodily afflictions, to 
return to the saddle again. 

. June 18th, he writes — ^'We have as yet no great signs 
of extensive revival. The Lord has mercifully converted 
a few souls, and others are mourning. We pray that a 
mighty harvest may be gathered into the gamer. My 
soul, I think, prospers in the divine life. I ^el that God 
is love ; and I want more of this heaven-bom principle. 
My body has been somewhat afflicted, but the will of the 
Lord be done/' 

About the same time he wrote to Mrs. Childs's mother, 
then in Mississippi, from which we make the following 
quotations. *^ We are keeping house in this place, (Liberty,) 
and so far we have met with a very kind people, and all 
our wants have been supplied. Our aim is to cut off all 
unnecessary wants. And what wisdom from above does 
this require ? 'Do I know how to abound, and yet not 
gratify unnecessary wants?' inquires Mr. Fletcher. I 
fear but few Christians attain to this state in the present 
world ; and yet it seems plain that St. Paul had attained 
unto it. 

<< We have not been favoured with a great revival this 
year; some, however, have been converted, for which we 
desire to be truly thankful. 

''It is now nearly four o'clock in the morning. All are 
hushed in sleep. How solemn to meditate on that slumber 
that awaits us all I Faith in our blessed Saviour alone can 
give us solace in view of that last sleep. He died and rose 
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living." 

June 24th, in a letter to his Lynchburg correspondent, 
he says — " Since writing you, my body has been twice or 
thrice afflicted, and the frail tenement seemed to shake } 
but the good Lord has mercifully turned aside his wrath. 
In consequence of my last affliction I have found it neces- 
sary to ride, and I assure you that I try to lay no stress 
upon either. It is the favour and image of God that I 
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seek ; and if he deign to smile, whether riding or walking, 
aU is weU." 

Mr. Childs prosecated his work with his nsnal zeal and 
energy through the whole year, but not with the same re- 
sults, so far as the oonversion of sinners was oonoemed, 
that had crowned his labours the two previous years. The 
autumn passed away with its mellow sunsets and gold- 
tinted clouds; the farmers gathered it their crops; and 
stem winter was seen on tiptoe upon the mountains draw- 
ing his snowy mantle around him. The year was ra{»dly 
drawing to a close, and Mr. Childs began to reyiew his 
labours. He saw much that was a source of disquiet to 
his mind ; and as usual he wrote severe things of himself. 
But he continued to preach and pray, and visit from house 
to house, until the eve of Conference. 

Jan. 29th, 1840, he writes thus to a friend— '< Oh ! what 
is this world without an indwelling Christ. It is but a vast 
wilderness — ^but a scene of confusion. How much is im- 
plied in being ' bom again,' and growing up in him in all 
thines. I feel that I have greatly come short, and I 
tremble for myself. What a solemn responsibility rests 
upon our shoulders. Oh ! to be clear of the blood of all 
men I Not to shun to declare the whole counsel of God ! 
How tremendous a work I 

'' We are closing the affairs of the circuit, and perhaps 
may leave here on the 12th or 13th February .'' 

Mr. Childs passed through Lynchburg on his way to 
Conference, which met that year in Farmville, and left his 
family at Mr. Early's. He was present at the opening of 
the session, and seems still to have had it in contemplation 
to get a transfer to another Conference, should a prbvi* 
dential opening for such a step present itself. 

From the seat of the Conference he wrote, on the 21st 
Feb. to his wife — '' Our Conference progresses tolerably in 
business. Bishop Waugh is here, in usual health. As 
yet I see no opening of Providence to another Conference* 
l)h ! that the Lord would teach me how to be reconciled. 
Our old difficulties have not agitated us — ^may they be 
thoroughly healed. I see much to praise the Lord for, and 
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muoh to deplore. I feel that my own heart is not fully 
renewed. Oh ! help me to pray for that entire sanctifica- 
tion of spirit that is so necessary to my present peace and 
future happiness. 

''As to where we shall go the ensuing year I can say no- 
thing. I dare not ohoose for myself, though at times I 
feel awfully pressed. I know if I were more faithful, I 
should not be left to such a state of doubt and uncertainty. 
May the Lord deliver me wholly from this state of mind.'' 

Mr. Ohilds was appointed from this Conference to the 
Chesterfield circuit, lying between the James and Appo- 
mattox rivers, and immediately adjacent to the city of 
Richmond. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

GHESTEBFIELD OIECUIT. 1840-41. 

Reception — The circuit — State of his mind— Work of revival com- 
mences — Death of his brother — 300 Souls converted — Attends Con- 
ference — Betumed — Letter to Mrs. E. — Labours through the year — 
Rev. Staunton Fields's recollections of Mr. Childs-— Attends Confe- 
rence — ^Sent to Cumberland ciroiiit 

With his nsual promptitude Mr. Childs repaired to his 
appointment, and commenced his labours for the year. 
He took his family with him to the circuit, and left them 
with a friend in the town of Manchester, just across the river 
from Richmond, and set out immediately to meet his first 
round of appointments, and to make a surrey of his new 
field of labour. He was received with great cordiality ; 
says he found the people exceedingly kind ; and was en- 
couraged by the success which attended the word of life 
dispensed by him. 

He says — " I find the circuit less compact, and more in*i 
convenient than any I have travelled lately ; but if the 
Lord will be with us, and give us souls for our hire; these 
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matteni we must gladly forego/' In the same letter firom 
which we have made this extract, he adds — ^< I think I 
can say that the bent of my mind, and the settled purpose 
of my soul is to seek after holiness. Qod has visited me 
again and again since we parted. My body has been some- 
wnat afOioli^, but still I think my soul follows hard after 
holiness ; and thou^ my progress is small, yet I am not 
without hope that 'I shall his witness live, when sin is all 
destroyed ;' when every word, and thought^ and temper, and 
action shall be governed by love/' . 

May 18th, writing to the same person to whom the above 
was addressed, he says — '' We have met with many kind 
friends on this circuit; but have not as yet fixed on any 
place to board. Manchester is desirable, but it is in a 
comer of the circuit. I know not that we shall meet with 
a suitable place. In this, as in all other matters, I desire 
to say, ' The will of the Lord be done.' These things 
seem to keep us in remembrance that we are strangers and 
pilgrims here below. Oh, that we may truly seek after a 
heavenly country I 

<< We have had some few souls converted on the circuit, 
and I think there is a general expectation among the mem- 
bers that Ood will revive his work. My health has been 
unusuaUy feeble this spring-BeTeral times almost oye^ 
powered with weakness — but, blessed be the Lord, I think 
he strengthens me ; and I feel better in soul and body. 
My soul magnifies Uie Lord, and my spirit rejoices in the 
God of my salvation. 

'< I have lately heard of the death of my dearest and 
youngest brother, and that, too, by an accident — ^the run- 
ning away of the horses with an omnibus, in which he was 
seated ; but, thank €k)d, this does not discourage me. My 
soul within me says, * Though^ thou slay me, yet will I trust 
in thee.' " 

As the summer advanced, the work of revival com- 
menced and extended in great power round the circuit, 
and many were the subjects of Qod's converting grace. 
The work continued till late in autumn. October 26th he 
says, in one of his letters — '^ We have had a good work 
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on the cirouit the present year. I think more than three 
hundred have professed, and still a good prospect* 

'< We are about establishing a parsonage for this circnift 
in Manchester. The house is already bought and money 
enough subscribed to pay for it, if we can collect it, which 
we hope to do, by the end or before the end of the year. 
* ^ * * But, amid all, alas ! I have to complain of my 
leanness and unprofitableness. My progress towarcis hea- 
ven is slow. Oh I I see that I have much to do, and but 
little time to do it in. Oh I for grace to buy up every 
moment of time, and occupy all to the glory of Grod.'^ 

November 24th, he writes — '^ We are not doing much 
now on the circuit, though some professed conversion dar- 
ing my last round. May they be faithful ; and may the 
good Lord revive us yet more and more. I think my heart 
still desires God ; and nothing but the living God can sa- 
tisfy me. Oh ! that I may be able to cast this weary world 
behind my back. We have many kind friends on this 
circuit; while they minister to our temporal wants, the 
Lord make us instrumental of great spiritual good to 
them." 

The Conference for this year held its session in the town 
of Lynchburg, in the month of January, 1841. Mr. Childs 
left his family — ^now consisting of a wife and three chil- 
dren, all daughters — with his friend and Christian brother, 
Charles W. Friend, Esq., of Chesterfield, and went up to 
the Conference. Nothing of special interest, connected 
with himself, transpired during his absence. He was re- 
turned to the Chesterfield circuit; and, immediately on his 
arrival at Mr. Friend's, within the bounds of his charge, he 
wrote the following letter to Mrs. E., of Lynchburg : — 

Chesterfield Oircuit^ Jamury 27th, 1841. 

Mr Dear Sistee E. : — I hasten to comply with my 
promise to write to you, on my arrival here, which was 
not tintil a few hours ago. Through the Divine mercy, I 
found all tolerably well. 

After leaving you, I fell in with Brother D., and before 
night we joined Brother W. We found some difficulty in 
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pTOonring a lodging-place fbr the night ; but were at length 
kindly entertained by a Baptist family at a low price. The 
next day we travelled on to Brother Redd's, in Prince 
Edward county, where we spent the Sabbath, and held 
meeting at Mount Pleasant church. 

I feel that I am unworthy of a name and place among 
the Lord's people. Oh I how far short of my duty and 
the glory of the Lord do I come. ^' To will is present with 
me, but how to perform that which is good'' I do not at 
all times find. I know there is a perfect salvation offered 
us through Jesus Christ; but I know it requires fidelity 
on our part to enjoy it But, alas I I am not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs from his table. Oh I help me to 
pray more earnestly that my soul, at all times, may enjoy 
the full image of the Saviour. Shall any thing short of 
this great salvation satigfv us ? Oh ! pray. Sister £., that 
I may press onward to the mark of the prise. I am sen- 
sible that this salvation is received and enjoyed by a naked 
faith in a naked promise, as says Mr. Fletcher; and this 
faith is surely to work by love. But what confused notions 
have we of this loving our neighbour as ourselves I How 
prone are we to be inordinate lovers of ourselves I Doubt- 
less, to love ourselves properly is right; for, says the 
Apostle, ^^No man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nou- 
risheth and cherish^th it, even as the Lord the church ;" 
but we are prone to gd beyond the bounds of reason. Scrip- 
ture, and moderation. Oh ! may the Lord open the eyes 
of our understanding, that we may see clearly *^ what is 
the hope of our calling." For my part, I see no other 
way than daily to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and 
follow Jesus. And nothing but the daily and hourly in- 
fluences of the Divine Spirit can teach us what is implied 
in this. * * * * Oh ! how important that all our afflic- 
tions be sanctified to us ; for, when this is not the case, we 
only give heaven leave to make us still more wretched — 
not more wise. 

We expect to commence housekeeping as early as pos- 
sible. I remain your unworthy but affectionate brother, 

John W. Childs. 
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In April he writes : " Of late the Lord has been visiting 
and refreshing mj spirit, and in some measure strength- 
ening mj hands to the war. Yet I find myself in great 
want of power, and moral energy. The world I find to be 
infections — a school of wrong, and I fear that the majority 
' of us, at best, < see men as trees walking.' We need more 
of the ' eye-salye' spoken of by St. John, < that we may see.' 
I fear we are far, very far from being what«we ought to be, 
and what we mmt be ' to enter through the sates into the 
city.' And why are we not wholly the Lord's ? ' Is there 
no balm in Oilead, is there no physician there ? Why then 
is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered ?' 
It is a melancholy reflection I None of us will lament 
being ^ crucified to the world' when we come to die. Maj 
Satan not beguile us as an angel of light. May our Gad 
give us understanding that we msgr know his devices." 

The year glided away without any thing«f particular note 
in the life of Mr. Childs. He labbured with his usual fidel- 
ity ; kept up all his habits of devotion ; did not slacken in 
his course, but his ministry was not crowned with the con- 
version of as many souls as it had been the previous year. 
But he rendered the circuit a valuable service in training 
up the recent additions to the membership, for usefulness 
in the church. He saw the parsonage furnished; and oc- 
cupied it one year himself. 

The time of holding the Confarenee was changed to No- 
vember 1841, so that the Conference year was shortened, 
and two sessions were held in the same current year. 

Oct. 23d, we find him closing up the affairs of the 
circuit. Writing to a friend he says : " We are not doing 
much in a religious way in our circuit. Some revival in 
the upper part. Dr. W — lately was powerfully converted 
*on the road home, after visiting a patient, who died the 
same evening." 

The Rev. Staunton Field was Mr. Ohilds's colleague on 
the Chesterfield circuit in 1841; and he has kindly fur- 
nished us with some recollections and impressions of the 
holy man with whom he had " the good fortune" to be as- 
sociated; which we take pleasure in laying before the rea- 
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der in tl^is oonneotioii. He writes aa follows : ^' It wss my 
good fortune to haye been placed, the first year of my 
ministry, as junior preacher^ with Bev. John W. Childs^i 
on the Chesterfield eircuit. This was in 1841. He took 
me at onoe into the closest and most affectionate intimacy; 
and during the whole year, always evinced the most unre- 
mitting and unaffected solicitude for my spiritual wel&rCi ^ 
and ministerial usefulness. When we met, which we did 
onoe in eyery two weeks, at some paiftioular point on the 
circuit, he would uniformly embrace me, and pressing me 
to his bosoifty bteathe a heartfelt expression of gratitude to 
God for having spared us to meet again. 

'' He did not hesitate to tell me, in the most tender and 
affectionate -manner, however — ^whatever he conceived to 
be wrong or improper, either in my manners, or ministerial 
conduct. And though it was difficult to differ in opinion 
upon matters of taste or. propriety with so good a man, 
yet tliere*was one trait iu-his character very unusual, if not 
unique^ in all others of his cast, which I much admired — 
that was, never to proscribe his brethren for mere opinion's 
sake. He expressed his own views fireely — that donei 
others were at liberty to exercise their own judgments 
without Aie huard of giving him offence, or provoking his 
censure, lie nad his own standard of piety ; and while 
it was far above that of .ordinary Christians, he did not 
disfranchise Any fronf the claims and privileges of Christi- 
anity because they did nol measure up to it. H$ earnestly 
enforced upon all the duty of seeking for, and attainine 
unto that < fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ/ 
which he enjoyed ; but Seemed to embrace and love them 
none the loss for not doing, tn tiotty rtspediy as he felt it 
his duty to do. This trait in the character and spirit 
of our lamented brother, redeems him entirely from that , 
imputation of stoical exelusivism which some have most 
unjustly cast upon him. He was no cynic — ^no exclusion- 
ist, but a noble, liberal man, with as warm and generous 
a heart as ever beat in mortal breast. Nay, he was highly 
aoeial in his disposition, if not a gwid companum. 

<' I will state here one circumstance, othei-s might be men- 
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tionedy in proof of what I have asserted. DuriDg our la* 
boors on tne circuit, a yery distinguished physician^ em- 
inent not only for his professional skill, but also for hia 
wickedness, was converted* Before his conversion, his wife 
being a Methodist, his house was the preacher's home in 
that part of the circuit. But the Dr. always shunned as 
far as possible, Brother Childs's company ; and while he 
treated him with courtesy, he was hdard to say — so disa- 
greeable was Mr. (Wb company to him — ^that he would 
sooner be with a corpse than with such a man. But, to 
show the ground of this antipathy to the presence of this 
holy man, on the part of this irreligious gentleman, after 
he was converted he declared that he loved Mr. Childs 
better than any man he ever knew, as a Christian ; and 
found him to be so different from what he had sup- 
posed, and so agreeable as a social companion, that be 
could sit «p all night in his sociel^y ; and that his conver- 
sation and company afforded him a pleasure that' knew no 
satiety. 

^^ When the real character of this eminent servant of God 
was properly understood, it was divested of that gloom and 
r^nlsiveness with which it seemed enshrouded to the eye ^ 
of the casual acquaintance. 

'^ He was the politest man I ever knew. Ilr was seen in 
his very walk, it glowed in his countenance, it spoke in 
the tones of his voiee, and waa^read in every movement 
and act of his life. If ever man conversed with Grod on 
earth, if ever human spirit lived in communion with hea- 
ven while in the body, John Wesley Childs was that man. 
Prayer was the atmosphere in which ' he lived, moved, and 
had his continual being.' " 

Mr. Childs attended the Conference which was held in 
Portsmouth, and was appointed^ for the year 1842, to the 
Cumberland circuit. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CUBIBEIIIAND CmCUIT. 1842 AND 1848. 

Q««8 to hia Cirouit — Panonmge — ^Letter — State of the Work— His own 
Soul — ^Another Letter — ^Year expires — Conferenoe — Return — ^Letter 
— ^Hia Laboiiis^«-Recollections of Mr. ChUds by Key. John M. Saan- 
ders — Conference — Appointed to Nottoway Cirenit 

The Cumberland circuit emlnraoes a pleasant section of 
country, lying between the James and Appomattox rivers, 
and about midway between the towns of Petersburg and 
Lynchburg. It includes within its limits a considerable 
portion of Buckingham county ; and the parsonage for the 
circuit is located near the Buckingham Female College, 
and has recently been immortalized in the beautiful verse 
of " Matilda." 

On his return from Conference to the Chesterfield cir- 
cuit, and before his departure for his new appointmeol, he 
wrote a letter to his wife's parents in Mississippi, in which 
he says : — '' We had hoped to have reached our circuit 
before the commencement of winter weather, but were 
yesterday forestalled by a snow-storm, six or eight inches 
deep, which is rather unusual for this climate, at so early 
a period. We have not, however, more than sixty or 
seventy miles to travel, and no regular appointment for 
preaching before the 5th of December. We pray that the 
Lord may prosper us on our journey, and cause all things 
to work together for our good. Oh ! may ' the blood of 
the everlasting covenant make and perfect us in every good 
work to do his will ; working in us that which is well- 
^pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 
May we be freed from all anger, all pride, all discontent, 
all fretfulness, &c. It certainly is the will of the Lord, 
even our sanctification. May we contend earnestly for it 
in the name of our great Mediator. 
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In dae time Mr. Childs reached his circuit, saw his 
family comfortably situated in the parsonage, and entered 
at once upon his regnlar work. Nothing occurred during 
the winter, worthy of note. He was steadily engaged in 
trying to lead sinners to Christ, and labouring to build 
up the membership in the faith of the gospel ; but was 
greatly hindered in his work by the inclemency of the 
weather, and the usual untoward circumstances which 
operate against the successful prosecution of circuit labour^ 
during the winter months, in our climate. 

April 13th, 1842, he writes thus to Mrs. E : 

** Through mercy we are all tolerably well, and I hope 
still striving to enter in at the strait gate ; but I fear not 
making those vigorous efforts which the necessity of the 
case requires. I hope, however, the good Lord is still 
with us, in a measure, and is still our 'sun and shield.' I 
hope that he is still your light and salvation, and I hope 
also that the children are standing fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made them free ; and also that the 
servants are sharing in the mercy of our Lord. 

<< We are not doing much on the circuit ; or, at least, 
we do not yet see much fruit, though some few appear to 
be serious, and some have professed religion at their homes, 
which I think is a good sign. It seems to indicate that 
they are engaged there. Oh ! may the Lord pour upon his 
people the spirit of supplication, that their prayers may 
be answered. I fear that Zion, comparatively, sits soli- 
tary ; and in some places there seems to be great apathy 
on the subject gf religion : though I know the Lord can 
do all things ; and were it not for this view of the matter, 
I should be perfectly discouraged. Oh ! that God would 
arise and maintain his own cause, and let his enemies be 
scattered before him — or rather subdued by the power of 
his grace. 

" I see a great need for a closer walk with Gh)d — ^for 
more firmness, meekness, and all other Christian graces 
in their fulness. I do fear that we are far, very far be- 
hind, on the great subject of sanotification. It surely 
must be our privilege, as well as bounden duty, to have 
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all our affections, appetites, and passions purified; our 
judgments o(Nrreoted; oar wills refined, by divine grace, 
80 tbat they may ]?eadily choose what is good and accepta- 
ble to oar heayenly Father. Jesas died for us, that he 
might redeem as from all iniquity. I know it requires a 
sacrifice to attain to this state. Flesh uid sense must be 
dfinied. Indeed, I think with the poet, that we must 

^ Kneel aad-pnj thta prayer: — 
Lord God, thy wiH be done — thy holy wSD, 
fiowe'er it oroes my omm; hftcd labour thi^ 
For fledi aad blood.' 

** But still the things that are imposable with man are 
possible with God. But siurely eyery moment we need 
the merit of tiie Sayiour^s death, to enable «s to do this. 
Oh, that he may make us perfect V* 

Here does not appear to have been any very extensive 
revivid on the dreuit during the summer. But Mr. 
Ohilds did not abate in his Imkiuts. He continued the 
name through summer's heat, and winter's cold. He was 
always at woik, whether successful or otherwise. He 
acted on the recommendation of Solomon : — <^ In the morn- 
ing sow thy seed, and in ^e evening withhold not thy 
band : for tiioa knowest not whether ^all prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both alike shall be good.'' 
fie always tried fiuthftdly to do iiis duty, and then left 
consequences to God ; and yet he seemed to be greatiy 
fMuned when his preaching was not followed by the eon- 
version of souls. He was always too ready to accuse and 
condemn himself when he had dispensed tiie word of life 
without success. 

June 25th, he writes to Mrs. Early, in which, after 
mentioning the amctions of a member of the family, he 
says : — ^' No doubt, as a general rule, it is the will of our 
heavenly Father, that our bodies should prosper, and be 
in health evetf as our souls prosper ; but, perhaps, many 
of us have to say, health is a talent that our Lord may 
nee thai it is not best for as to be entrusted with ; and, 
theieforei for wise purposes^ withholds this boon. Our Ian- 
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gaftge should be, 'most gladly^ therefore/ will I suffer^ tkat 
&e power of Christ may rest upon me/ But I seriously 
fear, in my own case, this desirable end is not accom- 
plished — ^that I do not at all times suffer according to the 
will of. our Heavenly Father. Perhaps it is the conse- 
^quenoe of my own imprudence. I need more grace, that 
I may guard this point; and; as the poet sayS; 

"Leare no nngnarded place, 
No weakness of the souL" 

'' Oh I I feel, sister E , that to this bour I am too 

worldly — too much conformed to this world — ^to its max- 
ims, its customs, its spirit, its fashions. ' Know ye Bot,' 
says the apostle, ' that the friendship of the world is en- 
mity with God? if any man ^ill be the friend of the 
world, he is the enemy of God.' We all read these things; 
but does the truth have a practical and experimental opera- 
tion upon our hearts and lives ? Alas ! alas I I fear with 
too many of us, we say, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
he has commanded. Pray for me, that firom this very 
hour I may awake and keep awake, and never again sleep 
in any carnal security. Nothing ehort of the direct wit- 
ness of the Spirit should satisfy us. Oh I that we may 
ever enjoy this heavenly pledge in our bosoms^ Without 
we have it, or are earnestly seeking after it, we are surely 
building on the san(}. Oh ! may we dig deep, and lay 
our foundation upon the rock of eternity — even the Lord 
Jesus Christ, his doctrine, his example, his atoning bloody 
his Holy Spirit. 

" We have not much interest on the circuit, though two 
souls, in the neighbourhood, professed religion during the 
present week." 

September 27th he writes again tcrthe same : — 

" How many are our blessings oon^red with our afflic- 
tions — perhaps as ten thousand to one ; and yet how the 
mercies are forgotten, and the afflictions numbered and 
remembered I How clearly this shows the deep, the in- 
veterate corruption of our nature ! God, for Jesus' sake, 
take it all away, and write indelible lines of gratitude upon 
our hearts. The heathens used to say, to call a man un* 
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fute^, was to say every thing bad of him in one word, 
fear, upon a retrospect of my past life, that this dark blot 
has marked almost every step of my journey. Pray for 
me, that it may be removed, and that gratitude and praise, 
cordial and constant, may evermore flame to heaven from 
my poor heart. It is what our God expects. 'Angels 
look down for heaven's superior pf aise — ^they sing creation; 
but we should sing redemption, too I' I see and feel, I had 
almost said, a thousand infirmities — ^perhaps more; but is 
there not a remedy for all in Jesus f Oh ! that I could 
hide myself in the cleft of his side, until the calamities of 
life be overpast I God grant that we may find an asylum 
there from every storm ! 

'^I fear we are doing but little on our circuit; a few 
have professed religion in different parts. But alas ! alas I 
I fear there is lukewarmness prevailing to a great extent, 
and the love of many, it is to be apprehended, waxes cold. 
If the &ult be in me, pray that it may be taken away, 
and that the fire of love may bum fervently within. I do 
feel thankful that I am out of perdition, and am permitted 
to live where I may recover strength before I go hence, 
and shall be seen no more among men. I want a faith 

, 'Thftt pain and death defies, 
, Moflt vigorous when the body dies.' 

Let us strive to live with Jesus in the vessel, and then the 
billows rise in vain. Glory be to God, he commands the 
winds, and the waves obey him. May we ever feel that 
we are under the care of the master of the storm.'' 

The foregoing extracts from Mr. Childs's correspondence 
will supply the reader with a tolerably well connected 
history of his religious state, and of the success which at- 
tended his ministry. There* seems to have been nothing 
of special interest on the circuit during the year. 

The Conference was held in the month of November, 
in the town of Petersburg, which Mr. Childs attended, 
and from which he was re-appointed to the Cumberland 
circuit. At this session of the Conference there was, by 
mutual concession of the parties concerned, a friendly ad« 
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jostment of some old difficulties, which for sereral years 
had interrupted the peace and harmony of the brethren. 
This was a source of the highest gratification to Mr. Childs. 
He rejoiced over it, as over great spoils. He alwajs 
prayed for the peace of Jerusalem ; and nothing wounded 
him more than unfriendly and acrimonious controversies 
among his brethren. In this case, it had well-nigh drove 
him from the Conference ; but' the return of peace glad- 
dened his heart, and was to him a source of the most un- 
feigned delight. He alludes to the matter in the following 
letter : — 

Cumberland Circuity December lOt^, 18i2. 

Dear Sister : — We have returned to the parsonage, 
where it is likely we shall remain during the winter, if our 
lives are spared. Our return to the circuit was quite un- 
expected, though we hope it will be for the best. How 
much we need your prayers, that the Lord would overrule 
all things for his glory and our good. My principal ob- 
jection to returning was, a fear that the spiritual good of 
the people would not be promoted thereby. I know, 
however, that the Lord can be better to \is than all our 
fears. May it be so in this case. 

You no doubt have greatly rejoiced in the amicable ad- 
justment of the difficulties that pressed many of the bre- 
thren of the Conference. The Lord grant that similar 
difficulties may never arise. Oh, for more of the spirit 
of forbearance and forgiveness! Without this it is im- 
possible to get along either temporally or spiritually. 

The winter seems to set in rather gloomily, especially 
for the accomplishment of much good in religious matters. 
We have done very little since Conference, indeed, we 
may say, nothing at all. * * * * 

Oh ! that I could glorify God in my body and in my 
spirit, which are his. 

Affectionately, your brother in Christ, 

John W. Childs. 

The year 1843 was distinguished by nothing remarkable 
in the life of Mr. Childs. His ministry was crowned witii 
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a measure of snccessy but not with any very eztensiye re- 
yiyal. From all that can be gathered of this year's labours^ 
the results appear very similar to those of the preceding 
year. The same fidelity, devotion, and zeal, marked his 
course, that we have seen displayed in the previous por- 
tions of hip life. 

The Kev. John M. Saunders was his colleague ou the 
Cumberland circuit in 1843 ; and in reply to* a letter of 
inquiry, in relation to his impressions of Mr. Childs as a 
Christian, a minist-er of Jesus Christ, and a man, he has 
furnished the following, whith we take pleasure in laying 
before the reader. 

*' It certainly affords me a high degree of pleasure to 
be of the least service to you, in your laudable undertaking 
of writing the life of my dear, departed friend and bro- 
ther, the lie V. Mr. Child^. 

''As to my 'impressions of the man.' I have read a 
little upon the necessity of thorough consecration to Al- 
mighty God ; but never, in the course of that reading, was 
I so fully convinced of the essentiality of that state of 
piety, until it was my happiness to be associated with 
Mr. Childs on the Cumberland circuit in 1843. In him 
I found a living representative, as I believe, of this blessed 
state. I say nothing of philosophic cause, nothing of my 
being a creature of sense, and therefore, like Thomas, de- 
termined not to believe, until the evidence of sense should 
make its impression; this, however, I do say, in all sin- 
cerity, that the ocular demonstrations of entire sanctity 
given me, in the life of this holy man, fully convinced me 
of its absolute necessity and attainableness in this life. 
That conviction is fresh in my mind to this hour. 

"If, therefore, I have ever made one personal, moral 
effort to attain to this happy state in religion, or insisted 
on its importance in the life of my fellow-men, it is di- 
rectly, or indirectly traceable to the influence of this man 
of God upon my heart and mind. 

"It strikes me there was a great similarity between 
the holy and bel6ved disciple, John, and the godly man 
of whom I write. In proof of this, I recollect that, on a 
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certain occasion^ he advised me, with considerable force, 
to keep before me St. John, as mj model in preaching. 
He was a great admirer of Mr. Wesley, bat St. John was 
his model ; and I really think there were strikingly simi- 
lar elements in the two men. 

t "I watched Mr. Childs, whenever I was with him, very 
closely : net with an evil eye, but to satisfy my own mind 
of the extent of his piety ; and I assure you he seemed al- 
ways in the presence of his Divine Master. 

<'In the past history of th^ Virginia Conference, it will 
be remembered there was, for a time, some unfortunate 
sparring between some of its members. On one occasion 
there was something said that seemed to excite a holy in- 
dignation in his righteous soul. I do not now remeihber 
the cause of this indignation, i^or do I think he was per- 
sonally involved. He, however, was forced to take the 
floor in vindication of the honour of the church. As he 
arose, I cast a searching look upon him, to see if he main- 
tained his usual complacency amid the storm that was 
prevailing around him. My eyes fell immediately upon 
that calm and heavenly face, and it was slightly tinged 
with crimson. Never shall I forget the sublime moral 
effort he made to conquer self. And conquer he did. 
After giving utterance to a few sentences he took his seat, 
and that face again wore its usual; almost transparent 
pallor. 

'^ I haie never formed the acquaintance of so prayerful a 
man. I relate an incident illustrative of this [Statement. 
While associated with him in 1843, I was spending a few 
days at the parsonage which he occupied, situated in the 
immediate vicinity of the Buckingham Female College. I 
was seated in his quiet parlour, either reading or writing, 
when my attention was suddenly arrested by the hurried 
and rapid ringing of the chapel bell of the college, at an 
unusual hour. I left the room in great haste to ascertain 
the cause. On my reaching the front door of the parson- 
age, to my surprise, I found Mr. ChiWs standing there, 
earnestly engaged in prayer. I inquired quickly why the 
bell was nnging, looking at the same moment in the di- 
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reoiion of the college, and to my dismay, saw smoke and 
flames bursthig from the chimney, and a part of the roof 
of the building. Before I could advance another step, he 
answered very calmly, < The college is on fire, and I do not 
know whether it would be more beneficial to proceed forth- 
with and lend them physical aid) or send them help by way 
of prayer.' I looked again — ^the flames were extinguished. 
This incident gave rise to conflicting opinions in my mind. 
The first thought was that my good friend was an enthu- 
siast, expecting the accomplishment of certain ends without 
the use of appropriate means. The second, that he was 
truly a Christian philosopher, and consequently felt assured 
that the great God to whom he prayed had all the elements 
of nature under his control; and that in answer to the 
prayer of faith he would suppress the fury of that flame. 
I positively declare it as the settled conviction of my own 
mind, that eternity alone can develop the benefits granted 
to individuals, to communities, and to the church of Jesus 
Christ, through the prayers of John Wesley Childs. 

'^ In my intercourse with him I have frequently blushed 
for very shame, at the contrast between his industrious 
habits of study and devotion and my own slothfulness. 
He was truly Wesleyan in his habits. His hour for rising 
was four o'clock. After prayer, he would open his Bible, 
and study it upon his knees for hours together. I think 
I may say with emphasis he was ?iomo uniiis lihri. He 
certainly was a patient, prayerful, and laborious student of 
the Holy Scriptures, and of the standard works of the 
church. Hence he was an approved minister of Christ. 
And though by nature and grace a son of consolation, if 
necessary, he was severely faithful. «He never honeyed 
his tongue ' to gain earth's gilded toys,' nor avoided the 
cross endured by his Lord. On a certain occasion he as- 
cended the pulpit as if determined to discharge the mus- 
ketry of heaven against the sins of his congregation, and 
many that day received dead shots. He waxed warm as 
he progressed with his discourse, and at last, gathering 
himself up in the strength of his master, he shouted with 
terrific and startling aooentSi ' Death to the abominable sin 
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I eombat I Death to adultery in all its degrees !" There 
was something in his manner, and in the intonations of his 
▼oice, that really made the wicked tremble. 

" Mr. Childs was very abstemious. He understood the 
necessity of keeping the flesh in subjection^ — ^he knew its 
powerful tendency to tyrannize oyer the intellectual and 
moral man ; hence he strove with the apostle to keep his 
body under. I have no knowledge of the rules by which 
he was governed in fasting. I have often been struck 
with his extreme temperance in eating while seated with 
him at the table. It was a matter of marvel with me how 
the small quantity of food which he received sustained 
him. 

<' In his Bodal intercourse he was distinguished for his 
meek gentility. He was no sickly sentimentalist. He 
felt that the present life is a solemn reality, running pa- 
rallel in its results with the lines of eternity, and that he 
had neither time nor license to trifle with his fellow-men. 
He seemed to say in every thing he did — 

' Life ifl real t life is earnest; 
And the grave is not its goal!' 

Still I never knew him violate a single law governing 
well-bred Christian gentlemen. In discharging what he 
believed his pious duty in the private circles of Ufe, — such 
as reproving ladies for wearing jewelry, and gay and costly 
apparel, there was always a suavity about his manner that 
won the affection of the subjects of his reproof. I never 
knew him to give offence. Once, together with Professor 
L. and Brother E. we were enjoying the hospitalities of 
a Presbyterian gentleman and lady. The lady wore seve- 
ral finger rings, itnd a large and costly breast pio. We were 
surprised that Brother Childs had not noticed her. In that 
we were mistaken ; he had noticed her, and had made his 
arrangements to do his duty. Accordingly, when we were 
taking our leave of this kind family, Mr. Childs took her 
by the hand, and asked her, as a brother in Jesus, ^ My 
sister, does it do you any good to wear that jewelry ?' She 
smilingly replied, <No; sir.' < Then why do you wear i^ 
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my sister V I am sure he impressed that family with Ida 
courtesy as a gentleman, and his faithfulness as a Christian 
minister. Peaoe to his ashes— eternal life to his soul. 
Oh ! that the mantle of his piety might fall on some mem- 
ber of the Virginia Conference." 

Mr. Childs had many warm and deyoted friends on the 
Cumberland circuit, who parted with him at the end of his 
term of service, with unfeiened regret He had endeared 
himself to them by his faithfulness as a pastor, and by his 
honesty as a preacher of the everlasting Gospel. The 
church had been profited by his ministry, and he had not 
laboured without souls for his hire. 

He attended the session of the Conference held for that 
year in the city of Richmond, in the month of November, 
and was assignedi for the year 1844, to the Nottoway 
circuit. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

NOTTOWAT AND GAMPBBLL GIECUITS. 1844 AND 1845. 

Rather dissatisfied — Old difBoultiea — ^Determines to go to another Con- 
ference — Letter — ^Division of the Methodist Episcopal Church — 
Leares the oiroait — Singular proTidenoes — Detained in Lynohhnrg 
— Sickness of his family — Letter — ^Abandons the idea of removal—' 
Conference— Appointed to the Campbell circuit — ^Yeoi^s labours — 
Conference — Sent to the Bedford circuit. 

The Nottoway circuit lies west of Petersburg, and be- 
tween the Nottoway and Appomattox rivers, and embraces 
one of the most mteresting sections of Virginia. The 
society is polished and wealthy, and Methodism occupies 
a high and influential position in the county. The oir* 
cuit parsonage is located on the outskirts of the court- 
house village, and is surrounded by a most pleasant and 
delightful community. There is scarcely an appointment 
in the Yir^nia Cosierence that presents more points of 
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attraction than the Nottoway circnit. A part of this cir- 
cuit was included in the Brunswick circuit, at the time 
Mr. Childs travelled it in 1831, so that he was not alto- 
gether unacquainted with his new charge. 

It appears that something of rather an unpleasant and 
disagreeable character had occurred, connected with his 
administration of discipline, when he was formerly pastor 
of the Brunswick circuit;* and the portion of the circuit 
in which these difficulties had transpired was now em- 
braced in the Nottoway charge. This, it seems, rendered 
the appointment a cross to Mr. Childs, as will be seen 
from the following extract of a letter, written to a friend 
a short time after his arrival on the circnit : — 

^* December 27, 1843. — ^We, through mercy, are tole- 
rably well, and have gotten to the parsonage, but find 
things out of order ; however, we are here, and hope we 
shall be provided for, both in reference to our souls and 
bodies. The friends have been tolerably kind — some of 
them very kind. I pray that the Lord may reward them. 

'' It was a great cross for me to com« to this circuit, 
owing to some circumstances which transpired when I 
travelled here before ; and had I consulted my own will I 
should have laboured to have had it otherwise; but this 
I dared not do. Not that there was any thing in my 
mind against any human being here, or elsewhere, but a 
fear that I should be unacceptable to some of the people. 
Pray that our way may be opened, and that we may have 
a year of prosperity, and many souls for our hire. 

"As yet we have done but little, owing to the incle- 
mency of the weather. May the Lord overrule all to his 
glory, and the people's good ; and if we cannot be fishing, 
we should be surely striving to mend our nets.'' 

Mr. Childs seems again to have determined, should a 
kind Providence open his way, to remove to another Con- 
ference. This was a subject that occupied much of his 
thoughts. His mind does not appear to have been settled . 
in relation to this matter, and yet it gave him a great deal 
of anxious thought and trouble. What his reasons were 
for desiring this change we are not fully advised ; for he 
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Boaroely ever says more in his oorrespondenoe on the sub- 
^ ject, than that he thought he might be more useful in 

ano^er part of his Master's vineyard ; and yet he was 
' not fully satisfied that it would be so in the event of a 

removal. 

The following letter, addressed to his wife's parents in 

Mississippi; will more fully explain his stale of mind in 

reference to this whole matter : 

Nottoway Court-house, Ya., Jan. Ist, 18i4.. 

Dear Parents : — ^Through the mercy of the good Lord 
we are tolerably well, and have arrived in safety on the 
circuity and are living in the parsonage located at this 
place. Oh I that our God would give us success in our 
labours, and make us wise to win souls to Christ 

We sincerely hope that this may find you in good 
health ; but above all, '' may the peace of God, that pass- 
eth understanding, keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus." 

We have been contemplating a. removal from this 
Conference to one more westerly, but have been rather 
providentially hindered. We. would ask an interest in 
your prayers that the ffood Lord may guide us aright. 
If I thought the spirit wat prompted such a measure was 
a restless, dissatisfied spirit, I would endeavour at once 
promptly to check it. My prayer is that the Lord would 
search me, and try me, and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in a plain path. I think I can 
say all my desire is a larger measure of grace on earth, 
and a brighter crown of glory in heaven. May 1 not be 
disappointed in my expectations. << We must suffer with 
him if we would reign with him." 

May the God of Abraham be your GU)d, and your guide # 
all your days on earth, and finally take you to heaven. 

Yours, sincerely and afiectionately, 

John W. Childs. 

It does not appear that any thing of interest occurred 
on the circuit during the winter and spring. Indoed, we 
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are strongly inclined to think that the state jof Mr. Childs's 
mind in relation to his contemplated removal to another 
Conference) operated yery considerably against his ordi- 
nary success in dispensing the word of God. In the 
meantime, the General. Conference of 1844 came on, and 
the disastrous results of that memorable session swept 
over the whole sunny south like a wintry gale from Nor- 
way. The minds of the people were everywhere turned 
to the unfortunate controversy that sundered the great 
Methodist family into two separate divisions; and the 
precious time of our ministers and membership was spent 
in holding meetings, adopting resolutions, and making 
speeches, instead of the vigorous prosecution of the great 
objects of the ministry. The consequence was, a sort of 
spiritual dearth spread over the land for a while, and only 
here and there did a refreshing shower fall upon the 
barren and thirsty fields. 

During the session of the Conference, Mr. Childs wrote 
again to his friends in Mississippi, from which we quote 
as follows : 

'' Mat/24:thf 1844. — We have great cause to be thankful 
to a kind Providence that he has opened the hearts of his 
people, and so far our wants have been supplied. Oh ! 
may he anoint our heads with oil, and may our cup run 
over, that goodness and mercy may follow us all the days 
of our life, and that we may dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever. 

" We hope ere this you are fixed somewhat at your new 
home : but beware of building ' tabernacles' here. There 
can be no doubt that all our afflictions, losses, disappoint- 
ments, or whatever we meet with, are intended to put us 
in mind that this is not our rest — that it is polluted, and 
wiU destroy us with a sore destruction if we lean upon it. 
Mr. Wesley somewhere makes this remark, 'that we 
should embrace every event^ good and bad, as the declared 
will of God; and that crosses are so frequent that if we 
make improvement of them, we shall make swift progress 
in the Divine life.' May he overrule all your troubles for 
your good. 
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'< We are still meditating a remoyal to KeDtuoky, or far- 
ther west; and pray that Providence may direct us. 

'^ Yoa will see by the accompanying paper that Bro. E. 
is in New York, attending the General Conference ; and 
you will also see by the s&me, that we are likely to have 
stormy times. May a good Providence guide the ship,'' 

Mr. Childs's &mily was now rapidly growing up around 
him. He had, at this time, four daughters, the oldest of 
whom was at an age requiring a regular course of instruc- 
tion. There was no school in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the parsonage suited to her age and advancement, 
and he therefore employed a teacher to give her private 
instructions. Speaking of his children, in a letter to a 
friend, he says — '^ I feel that it is a solemn and responsible 
charge to bring them up for Grod and eternity. Lord, help 
us.'' Mr. Childs loved his children, and always manifested 
the deepest interest in their welfare, spiritual and temporal. 
Yet he never fondled them. He did his utmost, from their 
childhood, to <' train them up in the way they should go." 
He restrained them from everything that, to him, had the 
appearance of evil; and tried, most diligently, to make 
them totally disregard the fashions and worldly amuse- 
ments of the day. He was strict, yet mild and affectionate 
in his family government. 

As the summer advanced, he finally determined at once 
to carry into practical e£fect his long-cherished purpose of 
removing to a western Conference ; and, in the month of 
August, rather unexpectedly to his charge, he adjusted 
the affairs of the circuit as best he could, and started with 
his family for Kentucky. He proceeded as far as Lynch- 
burg on his journey, where his progress was arrested by 
the sudden illness of three of his children. They were all 
attacked, without any previous exposure, with scarlet fever. 
What was a little remarkable was, that at the time of their 
attack there was no case of scarlet fever in the town, nor 
had he or his family been in any family or neighbourhood 
in which it was prevailing. 

The circumstances under which his children were pros- 
trated by sicknesS; made a powerful impression upon his 
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wM, and yet he did noty daring the early stages of the 
dieeasei abandon his purpose of pursuing his journey on 
their recovery. But one of the children continued to grow 
worse, and it was evident that a protracted illness most 
follow, if indeed she stood any chance, in human proba- 
bility, of recovery. Days of intense anxiety glided away, 
as she continued to decline under the increasingly aggra- 
vated symptoms of her fearful malady — ^weeks passed on, 
and yet there was no change for the better. Mr. Childs 
then began to look upon this affliction as a providential in- 
terposition to prevent his removal from the Conference of 
which he was a member. He prayed for Divine direction. 
He was walking in darkness, and had no light. He was 
anxious to know what was the will of God concerning him. 
At last his mind settled down in the conviction that he 
was travelling out of the order of Providence ; and he de- 
liberately, and with perfect acquiescence in what he be- 
lieved to be the will of God, resolved to abandon all idea 
of his long contemplated transfer to another Conference, 
until led forth by a Providence that he coidd not mis- 
apprehend. 

During the continuance of the sickness of his children, 
he wrote the following letter to his wife's mother, now a 
widow, from which the reader will learn something of the 
state of his mind under his sore and distressing trials: — 

Lynchburg, Virginia, September lOth, 1844. 

Deab. Mother : — We have received several letters in- 
forming us of the death of your husband, our dear father. 
While we feel afflicted at our loss, yet the pleasing thought 
that our loss is his gain greatly mitigates our sorrow, and 
causes light to arise in the darkness. Oh I that it may be 
sanctified to our mutual good; and cause us more prac- 
tically to remember that this is not our home, but that we 
are pilgrims and strangers upon the earth. May we press 
on in our journey, and by futh and prayer seek a happier 
clime, where there will be no more night — ^no more pain — 
no more death. May you all find the grace of God suffi- 
cient; and while he chastens with one hand; may he 
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comfort and console with the other. May that Qod who 
has said, '^ leave thy fatherless chtldreny and lei thy widow 
trust til me/' be your stay and support continually. 

Through a mysterious chain of providences, we are now 
at Brother Early's, in this place, where we have been for 
nearly four weeks, detained by the afiftiction of our daughter 
Mary. We had started to fulfill .a purpose that we haye 
entertained for a number of years of removing to the west 
We had started, and had gotten thus hr on our way, when, 
unexpectedly, three of our children, Mary, Ann, and Sarah, 
were attacked with the scarlet fever. Ann and Sarah 
slightly, but Mary iseverely. This is the twentieth day 
since she was taken, and the disease has scarcely yet 
reached its crisis. Poor little creature, she has wasted 
away almost to a skeleton. If it be best, God can raise 
her up again. Pray for us. i!pr the present, at least, we 
shall defer our journey, hoping that Qod will guide us by 
his Holy Spirit into all truth. '' How mysterious are his 
ways, and his judgments past finding out.'' <'0 Lord, 
save us, and gather us firom amon^ the heathen, to give 
thanks tq thy holy name, and to tnumph in thy praise." 
We need much of your prayers that we may be guided in 
the good and right way. Iwotdd not take a $iqp out of the 
order of DMne proviiienee. * * * * 

We Aad a good class-meeting this morning. A lot 
among the sanctified is still the prominent matter^ I trust, 
that we have in view. Oh ! that we may so live and rear 
our children, that we, with all our charge, may meet in 
heaven. 

May the light of him who is above shine upon your 
path. • The Lord be your shield and portion. 

Tours affectionately, 

John W. Chuds. 

Mr. Childs, in this attempt to remove to another Confe- 
rence, acted in the fear of (}od, as in every thing else he 
did ; and when he saw the hand of the Lord dosing up 
the way before him, he was ready to stand still, and see 
the salvation of God. For seven weeks little Mary seemed 

18* 
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suspended between life and death, and by the time she be- 
gan to recover, the autnmn was advanclDg — the Conference 
year was near its close, he determined therefore to wait her 
restoration to health, abandon the thought of a transfer, 
and go np to the Conference and take his appointment 
with his brethren. 

Oct. 4th, he writes : " We have been confined in Jiynch- 
burg until yesterday afternoon, when for the first time we 

oame out a few miles to Brother M 's, ft>r the benefit 

of dear little Mary. She is still very feeble, thongh we 
trust improving gradually.'^ Thus we see, for nearly two 
months they had been confined with their sick child. 
There was a voice in this providence that told upon the 
heart of Mr. Childs. He felt admonished by it, and 
doubtless would gladly hav^ retraced the steps that 
brought him into this d^^ water of affliction. Bnt it 
had the effect .to make him content with his field of mi- 
nisterial labour. 

Mr. Childs took occasion to carry his family into the 
bounds of the Bedford circuit, among his old friends, 
hoping that a temporary sojourn among them might pro- 
mote the restoration of the health of his children, and s^ 
the same time allow him to interchange Christian saluta- 
tions with a number of families that were much beloved 
by him. Besides, the Conference was near aA hand, 
which was held that year in Lynchburg, and he did not 
deem i( advisable, under all the circumstances of the case; 
to return to his circuit for the remainder of the year. 

While in Bedford, at the house of his particular friend 
Garland Poindexter, Esq., he wrote to Mrs. E., of Lynch- 
burg, on the 22d Oct., giving an account of Ihe cordiality 
f of his old friends — the pleasure he enjoyed in bejng thrown 
among them, and the success which had attended some of 
the meetings at which he had been present, in company 
with the Rev. Mr. J., who had charge of the circuit. He 
says — 

<^ I have seen a number of my old friends in this circuit, 
and have been much pleased to meet with them, and I do 
hope that my spending my time in this Way until Confe- 



BIY. JOHN WBSLKY 0HILD8. 211 



renoey Tisitiiig firom house to hofue, and preaching as op* 
portimity piesentSy will not be wholly onproduotiTe of 
good. 

'<! think I can say my soni prospers in the Divine life^ 
and my spirit^ in some measure, feels invigorated to do Uie 
will of God," 

On the approach of Conference, Mr. Childs returned 
with his £unily to Lynohhorg, and attended the session, 
■ which turned out to be a stormy one. DiMculties which 
were supposed to be dead and buried, were found only to 
have been in a state of suspended animation. They sprang 
into life, apparently invigorated by the temporary suspen- 
sion. On one occasion, during the most violent |Mrt of the 
heated and unfriendly controversy that agitated the whole 
body, a compairf of young men, looking down from <ho 
gallery 4>f the church in wl^oh the Conference was held, 
saw Mr. Childs-in a remote corner, down upon his knees, 
earnestly engaged in prayer. This was always his resort 
whenever thrown into the midst of danger, or whenever 
overtaken h^ sore trials^ or beset with temptations. Prayer 
was his tiiponghold — ^to this he flew for refuge amid all the 
calamitieB of Wdf and here he hid himseUT beneath the 
shadow of thd Almighty^ until the impending storm was 
overpast* 

From this Conference Mr. Childs was asdgned to the 
Campbell circuit, which lies immediatelj^ adjoining th^ 
town of Lynchburg, on the south side of the James river. 
This was a large circuit, embracing a tract of country ex- 
tending from the James to the Staunton rivers, and from 
near the base of the Peaks of Otter, on the west, to the 
waters of the Appomattox on the east. 

It was convenient for Mr. C. to leave his frmdly for a 
short time with their friends in Lynchburg, and enter at 
once upon his regular appointments, immediately on the 
adjournment of the Conference. 

We have no material from which to supply the reader 
with any connected detail of his labours, or religious ex- 
ercises while on the Campbell circuit We only know 
that he entered fully into his work. He preached the 
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word with great power^ and G-od sanctioned it with the 
demonstration of the Spirit, and the conversion of sinners 
from the error of their ways. 

His laboars were chiefly directed in hehalf of the mem- 
bership of the church, and were blessed to a eonsiderable 
extent. Much of his time was employed in his efforts to 
establish a parsonage on the circuit, which were happily at- 
tended with success. He soon x)btained a subscription for 
this object of $1000, which was applied to the purchase of 
a desirable house and lot within a mile of the town <^ 
Lynchburg. To this he removed his family at an early 
day, and found himself most comfortably situated for the 
year. He became very tenderly attached to his flock, ^ho 
in return were devoted to him as their pastor and spiritual 
guide ; and till the day of his death he cherished the most 
devoted Christian regard for many of the membns on the 
Campbell circuit. It was a pleasant year to him in many 
respects ; the only thing that made it otherwise, was the 
failure of the same measure of success which hiid attended 
his ministry in other places. 

Living as he did near his family connections and friends, 
he seems not to have had any correspondoit during the 
year ; and strange to say, we have not been able to pro- 
cure a single line from his pen during the whole time of his 
.pastoral oversight of this circuit. 

At the endref the year he attended Conference; and was 
again appointed to the Bedford circuit. 
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CHAlT'ER XVn. 

BEDFOBD CaBCUIT. 1846-47. 

ma Field of Labour-^Sxtnets from hia CorroapoiidMioe — ^No«xtaii« 
siTO BeviTal — Conftrenoe — ^Retnm — ^His pooulikr Yiewa-^Sikd of Die 
Year — ^RecoUeotions by Rev. J. D. filaokwell — Conferonoo — ^Ap- 
pointed to JBramnriok <areuit 

Again we meet with Mr. Childs on the Bedford oir- 
cmt Here he wbs no stranger. He was well acquainted 
with the people, and with the Tarioos localities within the 
bounds of his pastoral charge. Among these hills and 
vallevsy and around these ragged mountains, he had pre- 
viously spent two jeara of his ministry, in building up Uie 
church, and in calling sinners to repentance. His Yoice 
had been heard echoing among the rocks, and ringing 
through the forests, as he sang the songs of Zion, and 
proclaimed the words of salvation in the midst of the 
gracious work that crowned his labours here in 1839. 
Every thing was familiar to him on his return. He 
had gaied before upon the magnificent array of natural 
scenery that everywhere greeted his eye in the monthly 
tour of his circuit. He had seen the rooky summits of 
the lofty << Peaks of Otter'' kindle with the first rosy 
blush of day, as the misty shroud was lifted from their 
giant shoulders by the fairy hand of morning. He had 
seen the evening twilight deepen into purple along the 
vales, and under the shadow of the mountains, while yet 
the <* Peaks" shot up like burnished shafts in the golden 
light of the sunken sun. He had seen the last lingering 
pencil of light fade from the points of the rocks, and vanish 
like the lights of hope that momentarily cheer the path 
of life. 

Here, in the midst of these familiar scenes and assodar- 
tionsy we find him, directly after Conference, engaged in 
his regular work. His &mily were comfortably situated* 
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at an early period, in the parsonage at Liberty ; and al- 
though some of them were afflicted, yet Mr. Childs him- 
self seems to have submitted without a murmur, and still 
pursued with unwavering step ^Hhe even tenor of his 
way." 

^ We find but little variety in his correspondence daring 
his stay upon the circuit ; and the diary which he kept at 
the time was but partial, and even that was not preserved, 
but left in scattered fragments about the premises, to be 
read by accident and piecemeal by his successor on the 
circuit. Some of the stray leaves were picked up and 
read more than^ year after he left the parsonage, which 
are said to have been of a most spiritual character — almost 
too high for mortal attainment. We shall therefore make 
but a few extracts from his letters written during his pas- 
toral oversight of the circuit in 1846 and '47, and hasten 
on to the conclusion of this biography. 

May 26th he writes to a friend: — "We should be 
thankful that it is as well yith tis as it is. In soul, I fear 
that we are far behind what we should be. Through 
mercy my bodily health is tolerably good, though I have 
nothing to boast of, and would remember that my life is 
but <a vapor that appeareth for a very little while and 
then vanisheth away forever.' Oh 1 that we all, by a 
proper improvement of it — ^brief as it is — ^may insure a 
blissful immortality. I fear we are doing very little, in a 
religious point of view, though there are some drops of 
mercy here and there. Oh I how much do I need power 
from on high. The Lord send it down I If I know my- 
self, I think I am striving to enter in at the strait gate. 
But how small mv progress I I see a thousand imperfec- 
tions; but still, blessed be the Lord, he is my portion, 

w and sometimes I have enlivening hopes of reaching 

' The goodly land. 
With peace and plenty blest' 

"I want more energy as a minister to administer whole- 
some church discipline. Lord, assist me." 

Again he writes to the same, June 9th :— " If I under- 
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stand my end and aim as a Christian, holinest is the ob- 
ject I have in view ; and mj prayer is that every thing 
may conduce to this desirable end. Surely it ia ihe will 
of God, even our sanotification ; but how slow of heart are 
we to learn what our heavenly Father would teach us I 
O Lord, do not give us up to strong delusion, but show 
us the path of life, that we may see light in thy light, and^ 
have fellowship one with another; and may the blood of 
Jesus cleanse us from all sin. Surely he is able to save 
to the uttermost Oh ! may we experience the height and ' 
depth, and length and breadth, of 'the great salvation I' 

'< You stated in your last that you had no comfort in 
reading the Scriptures. Yield not to the tempter. I 
would say, read them as the first book in the morning — » 
read them with fasting and prayer, as you are able ; and 
above all, read with a determined resolution to practice what 
is therein taught. .Ob ! that we may have courage and 
resolution to bear the eross of Christ, and God surely will 
be with us ; and in the mean time let us remember that 
Jesus bore all our sins in his body on the tree. As far as 
my poor experience goes, I find th&t public duties will not 
supply the place of private. May the Lord help us to 
imitate the example of the great Master. I would say, be 
resolved that you will devote so much time to private 
prayer each day. De Eenty says, * the less we visit our 
closets, the less the relish; the more frequently, the 
greater the sweetness there.' " 

About the same time he wrote to another friend, in 
which he says : — " We are not doing much on our circuit ; 
perhaps it may be owing to our own want of vigilance and 
fidelity. The Lord make us more active, useful, and 
energetic ; and may the work of the good Lord speedily 
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July 21st, he writes to the same : — ^' Every thing here 
admonishes us, that here we have no continuing city. 
There is no paradise in this world, and our wisdom cer- 
tainly is to seek one to come. Oh ! that we may thus 
imitate the example of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacobs who desired a better country, that is^ a heavenly ; 
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on which ftoconnt God was not ashamed to be called 
their God^ for he had prepared for them a citj. Though 
we know all this^ how prone are we to forget it. 

^< I am striving to make some improvement in the divine 
life. The Lord remove every stumbling-block and hin- 
drance out of the way/ 

The year passed away without any extraordinary work 
of ffrace on the circuit, yet not without the conversion of 
souls, and additions to the church. The summer and 
autumn, in their turn, glided by, and the Conference came 
on, without the occurrence of any thing of particular note, 
connected with the history of Mr. Childs. The granite of 
the mountains around was not more stable and firm than 
he. Always the same honest, humble, devout Christian, 
and faithful minister of Jesus Christ. 

He attended the session of the Conference held for thai 
year, in the month of November, at Randolph Macon Col- 
lege, near the village of Boydton ; from which he was re- 
turned to the Bedford circuit for the year 1847. He en- 
tered at once upon his work, and pursued it through the 
severity of the winter, with an energy that never tired, 
and a zeal that never waxed cold. He still held the same 
viewB as to the duty of self-denial and cross-bearing that 
we have seen exhibited in the previous portions of his life. 
But there is so little variety presented, either in his cor- 
respondence, or daily walk, that we deem it unnecessary 
to detain the reader with any detailed account of his year's 
labours. ^ 

April 22d, 1847, he says, in a letter to a particular 
friend : — " We are not doing much on the circuit — 

' I work, and own my labour vain, 

And tlien firom works I cease ; 
I strive and see my fruitless pain, 

Till God create my peace' — 

or, rather, till he command us to let down the net on the 
right side of the ship, and then we shall enclose a multi- 
tude of fishes. Oh, may he hasten the time ! 

" I wish, sister, that I could see many things, if they are 
right, in a different light from what I do see them. But, 
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I assure yon mj energies have been well-nigb paralysed 
by many things that have ocounred. Still God is my por- 
tion, and I feel that I love him, and I want to love him 
more, and serve him better/' 

July 19th. — He says, in a letter to a distant friend and 
relative of the family, '< Our Children seem to enjoy ffood 
health ; oh, tiiat we may be abfe to bring them up aright 
— ^that their wills may early be subdued to their parents — 
to Christ. ♦ ♦ ♦ I foei that I am less than the least 
of all his saints, but he nevertheless condescends to bless 
even me. How necessary to live as we would wish to die, 
and so to die that we may rise triumphant in the resur- 
rection of the just.'' 

Mr. Ghilds was generally beloved on the Bedford circuit. 
He, however, was not without his enemies. In the dis- 
charge of his pastoral duties during the term of his service 
on the circuit, he was called upon to exercise discipline 
in certain cases, which excited the hostility of some persona 
against him. We shall learn, presently, the spirit in which 
he received and bore this opposition. 

The Rev. J. D. Blackwell was his colleague on the Bed- 
fcurd circuit in 1847 ; and in answer to a letter of inquirv, 
in relation to his impressions of Mr. Chiids, he has kiadly 
furnished us with the following communication, which we 
take pleasure in laying entire before the reader. 

Bear Brother : — ^I was with Mr. Childs on the Bed- 
ford circuit in 1847. 

In the order of your questions, I give 1st, a statement 
of my recollection and impressions of the man as a C%nV- 
tian. His life evinced that he was sincere. While he 
professed to believe that temporal blessings were far infe- 
rior to the approbation of Qod, and the consequent hope of 
eternal bliss, he did not permit the things of time to en- 
gross all his thoughts, and command all his energies. 
Wherever he was, by whatever circumstances surrounded, 
his life was always in strict correspondence to his faith ; 
in difficulties, through evil and good report, hi^ conduct 
seemed constantly to proclaim, ** none of these things move 
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me, neither oount I my life dear unto mygelf, so that I 
may have God's support in time, and his reward in eter- 
nity." 

He was not an enthusiast^^-he was a Bible Christian, 
and expected spiritual blessings only in the use of the 
means. He read the Scriptures frequently every day for 
devotional purposes, and prayed almost without ceasing. 
It was his practice to read the Bible on his kneeS; an hour 
every morning, and perhaps at night also. 

On one occasion, when our presiding elder remarked 
to me in his presence, that the piety of a certain brother 
had been the occasion of his death while travelling on 
foot in a snow storm, Mr. Childs laid aside his studies, and 
knelt in prayer. When he arose he said, *' Ah, brethren, 
we have but little to fear from excessive piety — when 
men begin to spend whole nights wrestling in prayer to 
God it will be time enough then to warn them of the evils 
of excess.'' 

His sincerity and consistency were shown in every thing. 
When he bowed and prayed for a revival he arose and la- 
boured for it ; when he cried to God for audience, he was 
careful not to '^regai-d iniquity in his heart;" when he 
prayed to be forgiven, he forgave. But it is useless for 
me to say more here ; his practice in reference to devo- 
tion is known to you. Suffice it to say, he guarded with 
a godly jealousy his own heart, in every point. 

His attainments in religion were of the highest order. 
Love was the spring of his actions ; so pure were all his 
motives that the man seemed almost a locomotive procla- 
mation : '^ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good-will to men." He could pray for and love his ene- 
mies, and rejoice amid their persecutions. 

By his decision, acquitting an accused member of 
crimes alleged against him, he procured the ill will of some 
who were hostile to the accused member. It so happened, 
that at the invitation of the teacher, Mr. Childs made an 
appointment to preach at a school-house on the land of one 
of his enemies. The owner objected to the house being 
used for that purpose. He said to a neighbour^ " 1 have no 
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objection to preaching being had here^ but Childs is not the 
man : he is a hypocrite ; he tells lies." To prove the spirit 
of Mr. Childs, I stated to him literally, what I had heard ; 
when he smiled very pleasantly. I remarked, '^ Brother 
Childs, it seems to please you." '^ Well, brother, the Scrip- 
ture says, 'rejoice and be exceeding glad/ I am sorry 
that I should be an occasion of offence ; but it is a great 
consolation to feel that I have a dear conscience." 

2. As a Preacher and Pastor. — On this head I do not 
intend to say much. 

He was certainly a sound, searching, faithful, practical 
preacher. There was not a particle of incoherent rhap- 
sody in his discourses; he was a systematic and clear 
expounder of his text. While he prayed for light, he 
studied for it also. 9e read often the standard writers 
of our church : and that he might have time for study^ 
redeemed his hours from useless employment. 

His reading was not sufficiently general, I think ; yet 
fiuch was his application, that the unstudious lounger in 
the ministry can find no countenance in his example. He 
studied to make himself a workman that needed not to be 
ashamed. And having thus learned his Master's will, he 
shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God. This 
he did afiectionately, frequently referring to the necessity 
laid upon him. Often have I heard him, when dealing 
plainly with his hearers, say, ^ Brethren, I must speak 
plainly ; if I do not, I know that God will have a contro- 
versy with me." 

As a pastor, I never expect to see his I&e again. He 
felt it his duty and pleasure to visit, whenever he could, 
the people of his charge. He talked with them, and 
with their children, (spes gregis), of duty and of heaven. 
He heard the complaint of their afflictions, and pointed 
them to the souree of eomfort ; he exhorted them to holi- 
ness, and prayed with and for them every opportunity 
— ^indeed, he seemed to make opportunities ; he was instant 
''in season, oat of season." I refer you to Acts, 20th ch., 
18th and 27th, and also Slst, 33d, and 35th verses, with 
this remark, that had you been with him on the Bedford 
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oircait, you would doubtless agr«e with me, tliat tbat lan- 
guage is but a beautiful description of his spirit and labours 
while there. He was an apostolical man, and eertainlj in 
tJie success^Lon. 

B. As a Friend and Companion. As a friend be was 
of course faithful and true. 

As a companion^ he was decidedly pleasant and agreeable 
to all who did not permit a false notion of his austerity to 
drive them into an unconquerable reserve. His fixedness 
of purpose to gain heaven did not, as some supposed, draw 
off his thoughts entirely from earth. He would at times 
converse cheerfully of our worldly interests and employ- 
ments, and would generally enliven his conversation by an 
appropriate quotation from some good author, and some- 
times by an amusing and striking anecdote. Yet it was 
evident that all hisVords and acts, as so many converging 
lines, tended to one common point; all his prayers, study, 
labours looked directly to the advancement of the glory 
of God. 

I will say nothing more, as I know but few incidents illus- 
trative of his character; and my general impressions are 
only such as perhaps will be given you from other sources. 
What I have written I most cheerfully send you to be used 
just as yov> think proper. 

With the best wishes for your success in your under- 
taking, I remain yours in Christ, 

J. D. Blackwell. 

The Conference for this year was held at Charlottesville, 
near the University of Virginia* He attended the session, 
and took a more active part in its deliberations than usual 
for him. From the seat of the Conference he wrote to his 
wife, from which we make the following extract. After 
giving an account of his safe arrival in Charlottesville — 
the health of the preachers, and other things by the way, 
he says, <^ What a world we live in 1 Oh ! my dear Martha, 
let us properly improve our time and talents that we may 
get ready to live in another. My dear, wateh over our 
children, and let us not take our example from those around 
US; but from the Word of God, and the pions who have 
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liTed be&re. How earnesdj should we offer up the prayer 
of the poet — 

' ' sun stir me up to striyey 

With thee in strength dlTine.' 

May we be renewed daily, and reyived OTery moment 
It ia my wish that we should both be wholly giYen up to 
Ood — body, soul, and ^irit." 

From this Conference Mr. Childs was assigned to the 
Brunswiok drouit, than whieh no appointment in the Gon- 
ferenoe oould have been mcffe agreeable to him. It was 
one of the first circuits he travelled — ^he had many warm 
friends within its bounds, and it was every way pleasant 
to his feelings to return to it, after an absence of about 
twenty year& 



CHAPTER XVm. 

BRUNSWICK CIRCUIT. 1848-49. 

RemoTes his fkmUy to the Parsonage at LawrenoeTiIle—Is pleased 
with his appointment--01d Mends — Siekness in his ihnlly— Un« 
abating seal — Conference — ^Retomed — ^Letter to Mrs. E. — The work 
of the Lord reyiyes — Carries his daughter to college — ^Letter to her 
— ^The wort of the Lord progresses — Other letters to his daughter 
— Year draws to a dose — ^He regrets to leare the circuit — Strong ai> 
taohments — Conference — ^Appointed to Qloaoester eiicait — ^Farther 
reooUeoUons hy Rot. J. G. Claiborne. 

Mr. €hilds's return to the Brunswick circuit was hailed 
with pleasure by the good people of that charge. Every 
thing was put in readiness for his reception, and he forth- 
with, on the adjotlmment of Conference, removed his &mily 
to the parsonage, located at Lawrenoeyille, and entered 
immediately upon his regular work. The greetings of his 
old friends were pleasant to him, and the cordiality with 
which he was everywhere received by his people was ex* 

19» 
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eeedingly gratifjing. He found, at nearly ererj appoint* 
ment, members of the church who bad been receired by 
him as the fruits of the gracious reyiyal that crowned his 
labours when he travelled the circuit in 18^9. He had a 
heart for his work, and went at it in good earnest. 

He was still intent in all his. plans and purposes to saye 
his own soul, while he laboured for the salyation of others* 
Writing to a friend, December 20th, 1847, he says, — 
*' Oh ! Jet vs beware of suffering any thing to fill up the 
capacity of the soul but Christ in God, May we dwell in 
him, and may be, by his word and Spirit, dwell in us.'' 

To his mother-in-law, January 10th, 1848, he writes :— • 
'^You have doubtless learned from the papers that we 
are sent to the Brunswick circuit this year. It b a cir- 
cuit that I travelled about twenty years ago, at which time 
we had a gracious revival of religion. A few are still left 
who were alive then; but how many changes have taken 
place I How many have gone into eternity, and how soon 
we shall be gone ! Oh, that we may be peifectly prepared 
for the change I 

<< We have a good parsonage, in a retired place, though 
sufficiently near to Lawrenceyille to make it agreeable. 
We have met with kind friends, who have shown us many 
marks of Christian afiection, for which we would praise 
the good Lord. May his blessing be upon them, and 
may our coming be profitable, both to them and to us, 
that the name of God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ." 

In the early part of the year Mr. Childs had a good 
deal of sickness in his family, all of which he met with 
that resignation and quietness for which he was so remark- 
able. He saw and acknowledged the hand of God in all 
his providences, and believed him to be alike good in what 
he gives, permits, or withholds. He was ever steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
As the spring advanced the work of the Lord revived to 
some extent; and some sinners were converted to God. 

Mr. Childs s^ems to have been very mudi pleased with 
his circuit. April 18th, he writes to a friend,— ^<W© 
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have still very kind friends here; and if we conld see the 
work of the Lord revive, I know of no circuit that I should 
be better pleased with. Do earnestly pray that the Lord 
may mightily revive his work of conviction, conversion, 
sanctification, and reclamation/' 

May 13th he writes to the same: — ''We have seen 
nothing special, or at least, to no great extent, in the circuit. 
Several have been converted, and a number of the coloured 
people seem to be moved upon. Oh ! that there may be a 
mighty work among both white and coloured, and that 
^e name of our Ood may be honoured. But-. I fear in- . 
iquity abounds, and the love of many waxes cold. Lord 
God, arise, maintain thine own cause." 

We can glean nothing of special interest or importance 
from Mr. Childs's correspondence during the remainder of 
the year. His spiritual condition seems to have continued 
such as we have seen it through the previous years of his 
religious life. He never swerved from his duty — ^he never 
grew weary in his work. Onward, was his watchword. 
His habits of devotion were 'strictly kept up; Und as he 
advanced in years he seemed rather to quicken his pace 
than lag by the way. He preached with great zeal and 
power, and the word of the Lord dispensed by him was in- 
strumental in the accomplishment of the happiest results. 
It is trae, that the additions to the church were not so 
numerous aa had followed his labours in some of the 
former years of his ministry; but he did not labour in 
vain. The Lord gave him souls for his hire, and seals to 
his ministry. 

His bodily health was better than it had been for some 
time past, and he was able to undergo more fatigue, and 
perform more work than usual for him; and this he did 
with a willing mind, and a thankful heart. 

He spent a pleasant and happy year on the Brunswick 
circuit, in 1848, and went up to the Conference in an im- 
proved state of health, and in a comfortable state of mind. 
The session was held in the town of Elizabeth city. North 
Carolina, in the early part of the month of November. 
At the opening of the session he wrote to his wife, in 
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wliicli, after giving tier information of his safe arriyal at 
the seat of the Conference, the health of the brethren, the 
kindness of the family with which he was stopping, &c., 
he adds, '^I hope you will earnestly pray that the good 
Lord may direct us in all things, by his word and spirit, 
"^and especially in reference to our next appointment. My 
dearest Martha, I hope yon 4ire better; and I would say, 
watch over the wills and tempers of our dear little ones 
with a vigilant eye. Oh I that God may help us to raise 
them up for. himself.'' 

The state of the health of Mr. Childs's family made it 
necessary for him to leave before the adjournment of the 
Conference; but while he renoained he took a lively in- 
terest in the proceedings, and spoke more than once on a 
subject that engaged the attention of the Conference. 

He was returned to the Brunswick circuit for the year 
1849, which was every way agreeable to himself and 
family. Being already in the circuit, he was prepared^ 
without an hour's delay, to ^nter on his work. 

The following letter, written to Mrs. B., of Lynch- 
burg, shortly after his return from Conference, wUl give 
the reader some tolerably correct idea of his spiritual state 
at the time of which we are now writing. 

Lawrenoevffle, Va., Not. 22d, 1848. 

Dear Sister E. : I trust this will find you and yours 
in the possession of health, and pursuing the' things that 
are eternal. Oh I how important that we live eveiy mo- 
ment for eternity. Soon it will be said of us we are no 
more. May we bear the yoke of Christ while we have 
time and opportunity. The night cometh when no man 
can work. Oh ! that we may work out our salvation ^ while 
it is called to-day.' 

I feel more and more my need of grace— of JivmUity in 
particular. I think that I have some ; but I desire such 
a measure thereof, as will enable me to witness that hu- 
miliations give me real pleasure. Surely this is our privi- 
lege as well as duty. Mr. Fletcher seems to have attained 
to this state. The Lord help us to follow him in this, as 
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he followed Christ. I fear that this is not the mark aimed 
at hj many. I know that we can all talk of an auni 
Martin* and can speak well of her life, and our language 
is, '' let me die her death;" hut while we all '^ may like the 
j)urchase/' yet '' few are willing to pay the price/' and 
this, douhtless, is the reason why there are so few '' burn- 
ing and shining lights.'' Oh I that the .refining graoe of 
God may make us altogether like him ^' who was meek 
and lowly in heart/' that we might find the true and solid 
rest for our #ouls. Oh ! to live in the continual ^otory of 
the grace of God. Bishop Asbury, in his Journal, pro- 
fesses to have enjoyed it. Surely, what others have en- 
joyed, is equally our privilege to attain unto. 

I thank you for the work sent my daughter. I read it 
last summer, and was pleased, and I hope, profited. What 
she says about con$ecration is sood ; but the cross must he 
home. ''The preaching of the cross is^ to them that 
perish, foolishness ; but to them that are saved, it is the 
power of God." Oh, that this mighty power may work 
in us to will and to do of his good pleasure \ * * * * * 

Yours affectionately, 

John W. Childb. 

About the same date of the above, he wrote to his 
mother-in-law in Mississippi, in which he says : '' We are 
sent back to the Brunswick circuit. They are a kind peo- 
ple ; but I fear we are not so spiritual, as a church, as we 
should be. Pray that God may raise up the decayed 
places of Zion. 

'' May light shine on your tabernacle day and night. 
What is every thing else compared to this I Soon time 
will be swallowed up in eternity ! Oh, that ours may be 
a blessed immortality ! 

'' We are still trying ' to hold faith and a good con- 
science,' though we find ' it is through much tribulation 
we are to enter the kingdom of God.' But if we enter at 

* An eminently pious ChristiMi, tliat had f(a many yean been an 
omameni of the d&iireh in I^ohbug^ and diea moat triumphantly. 
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hBty we shall be amply compensated for all we suffer in 
this world. 

' The rougher the way, 
The shorter the stay ; 
The tempests that rise 
Shall gloriously hnrry our souIb to the skies.' 

I pray that we all may safely enter the harbour of eternal 
repose at t4ie last.' 

Mr. Childs now had a large femily of children, and he 
seems to have felt an exceedingly lively interest in their 
mental culture. He found some difficulty in procuring 
for them the tuition that exactly suited his taste and re- 
ligious views. Withal, he had a great deal of sickness in 
his family ; and he had, necessarily, a large share of care 
and responsibility devolved upon him. Fortunately for 
himself, he enjoyed better health than usual, and was, by 
the blessing of G^od, enabled to sustain all his labours, 
and ^Mn patience to possess his soul.'' He never ne- 
glected his work. His appointments were regularly met; 
and he laid himself out to the extent of his ability, in his 
ministerial and pastoral calling. The great Head of the 
church was with him, and his labour was not in vain in 
the Lord. 

With the opening spring and summer, the work of the 
Lord revived, and precious seasons of refreshing visited 
various parts of the circuit. This was exceedingly cheer- 
ing to the heart of Mr. Childs. Nothing delighted him 
more than to witness the increasing piety and zeal of the 
membership of his charge, and the return of sinners to 
God. 

In the month of August he sent his eldest daughter to 
the Buckingham Female College, and placed her under 
the tuition and care of the Bev. J. C. Blackwell, the 
President of the Institution. Her removal from the pa- 
rental roof led to a new consspondenoe, in which the 
views and feelings of Mr. Childs, as a father, are more 
fully developed than we have heretofore seen them. 

It would be tedious, and imneoessarily enlarge the pre- 
sent work, to lay all his letters to his daughter, while at 
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college, before the reader. It seems that he deliberated 
long, and prayerfully, before he determiDed on sending 
her to college, and then reserved to himself the right to 
prescribe the studies that she should pursue. 

After leaving her at the institution, to which he carried 
her himself, he writes to her in a letter, dated August 
15th, 1849 : " My dear Margaret : Your father was sorry 
to leave you so soon, and felt much for you after he left. 
I hope you were able, in a proper spirit, to possess your 
soul ', and that you have a good room, pleasant and pro- 
fitable room-mates ; that you are pleased with your teachers, 
fare, Jsio-, and that you are making advancement in your 
studies. Strive, my dear, to improve, by employing all 
your time, though not to injure your health. * * * * Oh I 
my dear Margaret, pray much, read your Bible attentively 
and diligently, and let this begin and end every day ; and 
neglect not to stop awhile at noon for this purpose. 

" Say to Mr. B that we wish him to put you on a 

thorough English course. As you have commenced the 
French, you nad better pursue it.. If I saw the way, I 
should be glad to give you an opportui^ity to attend to 
other studies ; but, at present, I do not." 

Sept. 4th, he says to her : ^' We were gratified to hear 
from you, and that you were well. We hope that you 
will endeavour first, to grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of your Saviour; and, secondly, to make all the advance- 
ment possible in your studies. 

'' You are right in entering upon the English course, 
and the French ; but music, my dear, is what I have my 
doubts about, and fear that it will seriously militate against 
your other studies. It is solid, useful learning, that I 
wish you to seek after. Try to dive to the bottom of 
every thing that you undertake, and rest not content with 
a smattering. Now, the tune taken up with music, de- 
tains you from other and more important subjects ; and 
besides, I do not feel able to meet the expense. 

« My dear, it is your true good that I would earnestly 
pursue. This world is but a dream — an illusion ; our resd 
home lies beyond the grave. Try and keep this imprinted 
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on your heart oontinuallj. * * * My dear Margaret, let 
not the world ensnare you. Human hearts and looks both 
deceive us. Let your heart be a garden sealed to all but 
the Lord." 

There was a sracious work of grace progressing on the 
circuit during the time of which we are now writing, and 
a considerable number of valuable additions were made to 
the church. In his letters he speaks of several persoiis by 
name, that he had had the happiness of seeing converted ; 
and states in one, that about ninety had professed religion 
on the circuit. The good work continued until the close 
of the year; but we are not advised how many were 
gathered into the church. 

Mr. Childs was strongly attached to the Brunswick cir- 
cuit. In almost every letter he wrote to his friends, he 
says something of the kindnesa of his dear people, and ex- 
presses more than ordinary regret at the prospect of a se- 
paration from them. They were in his heart to live and 
die with them ; but his duty called him away. 

In closing up his work for the year, it was mutually 
painful to him and to his beloved charge to exchange the 
last, sad farewell. But he commended them to God, and 
the word of his grace, and they parted, not without hope 
of again enjoying each others' society in this life. How 
little did they think that in this expectation diey were to 
be disappointed. 

On the eve of his departure from the circuit he wrote a 
letter to his daughter, in which he speaks of his regret in 
leaving '^ the dear and kind friends " as he calls them, on 
the Brunswick circuit ; and then says to her : '^ Endeavour, 
my dear child, to grow wiser, better, holier and happier every 
day you live. Consider that day as lost, in which you do not 
make some improvement both for this world and that which 
is to come. Be diligent in the improvement of your precious 
time-^be regular in the means of grace, and the good Lord 
will be with you. Above all, eye your blessed Saviour — 
consider his example, his doctrine, his atonement for sin- 
ners, his spirit that he has promised to them that believe ; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you." 



^^ 
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Haying finilhed his work on the oirouit, he left his ftmilj, 
and lepured to the seat of the Confeienoe, held for that 
year, Noviemher 7th, in the town of Peterahorg, from which 
place he wrote to his wife, at the oommenoement of the 
session, ^ving her an account of his trip, his safe anrival, 
his happiness in meeting with the brethren, the pleasant 
fiunily in which he was quartered, Ac., &o.; and then adds, 
"1 praj the good Lord may be with you both in soul and 
body. As £ir as yon can, my dear, try to subdue the wiUs 
of Uie children ; bat remember, it only can be done by 
patient perseyerance in well doing. May the Lord help us 
to pursue this course/' 

To his daugbter he wrote, at the same time: — '^I send 

you by Brother B a bundle sent you by your mother, 

and a pair of shoes, which I hope will fit. But, aboye all, 
my dear Margaret, try to get a new heart, and ^your feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.' Oh ! 
may you so live as always to haye uie approbation of Gk)d, 
and iJso the good-will of your*teaohers.'' 

From this Oonference Mr. Childs was assigned to the 
Gloucester drouit, lying on the north side of the York 
riyer, in the lower part of Virginia. This was the last ap- 
pointment that he reoeiyed at the hands of the Con- 
ference. How little did he or his brethren think, when 
they separated at^ Petersburg, at the dose of the session, 
that they had met for the last time. 

Li the early part of this biography we laid a part of a 
communication before the reader, written by the Bey. John 
G. Claiborne, of Brunswick, promising the remainder at 
a later period in the life of Mr. Childs. As it relates es- 
pecially to his life and labours while on the Brunswick cir- 
cuit, we here insert it, as an appropriate close to this 
chapter. Mr. Claiborne says : — 

^'By the Conference in Noyember, 1847, he was again 
appointed Pastor of the Brunswick circuit Twenty years 
had transpired since his separation from us, yet the sayor 
of his name, and the fruits of his ministry were stiU fresh 
in the church, and his return was welcomed by the hearty 
oongiatulations of the brethren. 
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'< With his accustomed promptitude he wad soon in posi- 
tion, and with activity and earnestness he commeDO0d tiie 
offices of his ministry. Time and grace had matured and 
mellowed the fruits of the spirit in him, and patience had 
imparted experience to zeal. 

^'MoreoYer, he had become a hnsbaod and a father, and 
his affections, exercised in these relations, had expanded to 
a larger circle, in which, however, they ever and anon re- 
turned to the great centre of religious devotion, fraught 
with the offerings of gratitude and praise. He had more 
regard to temporal interests than formerly, but not less de- 
votion to spiritual and eternal things. He had acquired 
by grace the mastery over his affections, and as a generous 
master he relaxed the severity of discipline by which he 
had subjected them. The prominent features of his eariy 
character still identified the man ; and, though softened by 
conjugal and paternal fondness, they distinctly expressed 
'Holiness to the Lord/ as his distinguishing character- 
i^ic. 

''His sermons were more rhetorical than formerly, but 
still they were enforced by the sanction of 'Thus saith the 
Lord.' In fact, he was so conversant with the Scriptures, 
and had so carefully and habitually appropriated their 
phraseology to the expression of his thoughts, that he 
rarely spoke his own words, but adopted the wordB of Holy 
Writ as the vehicle of all his communications, ecclesiasti- 
oal and social. His sermons were generally doctrinal, im- 
pressive and practical, and always profitable to edify and 
minister grace to the hearers. His hymns and spiritual 
songs were well selected, chaste and rich in pious sentiment, 
and rarely failed to elevate the devotional affections of the 
heart. I never heard from him one of those vulgar ditties 
which sensualize our Psalmody, and mock the soul's aspi- 
rations to mingle its notes with the melody of Heaven. 

" In the class room and family circle he was faithful, fond 
and feeling; and few ever enjoyed these interviews with 
him who did not desire to repeat them. 

" In his intercourse with families he sought so to associate 
religion with household offices, as to win the hearts of the 
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Children to their Father in Heayen^ and the obedienoe of 
the senrants to their Divine Master ; and I take this oppor- 
tunity to publish mj testimony in vindication of his charao- 
ter firom the imputation of abolitionism^ that modem &na- 
ti<»sm, whichy IJiia-like, assumes to anticipate the provi- 
dence of Gody and to direct and drive the chariot of his 
grace. To this spirit our brother Childa had no affinity ; 
to this enterprise his mission did not extend; he recognised 
but one ttrvitude^ and esteemed that only liberty where- 
with Christ doth make free. On this subject I had often 
full and frank conversation with him ; and, slaveholder as 
I am, and justifying as I do this relation^ I fully endorse 
his opinion on this subject. 

** He continued pastor of this drouit two years, — ever 
present at his post — ^faithful. to his duties; and copiously' 
anointed with the unction of the Holy Spirit^ he was, and 
could not but be, distinguished as instrumental in diffusing 
the knowledge of Ood; and in building up the church in 
its most holy fidth. 

<^ We parted with him as before, assured that we never 
knew a holier man, or a more faithful minister of God. 
Indeed, he cautiously avoided those positions, in which the 
remarkable incidents of life occur, and like the holy patri- 
arch of old, he is most distinguished, as weU as best de- 
scribed, by the brief statement, < He walked with God, and 
is not, for God hath taken him.' 

<< Commending your generous deagn to publish his life, 
for the benefit of his &mily, I herewith contribute my 
humble prayer, that it may glorify God, in honouring his 
deceased servant, edify the church, and minister consola- 
tion and aid to our bereaved sister and her &therless chil- 
dren. I herewith enclose three letters from our beloved 
brother ; I had many others, but cannot lay my hands on 
them. Together with this communication they are sub- 
mitted to your disposd ; when they have served the pur- 
pose to which they are adapted, please return them to me. 

^' Yeiy truly and affectionately your brother in Christ, 

John G. Claibornx." 
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CHAPTER XIX, 

OLOUOESTSa OIBCUIT. 1850. 

Leaves Lswrenceyille — Starts to Glonoester — ^Leaves bis family on the 
waj — Letter to his daughter— Letter to Mrs. B. — ^Visits the circuit to 
prepare for the reception of his funily — Letter to his wife— DUBcnltj 
in procuring a saitaole parsonage — ^Removes to the circnit — ^Rapid 
development of consumption — Unable to preach — Confined at home 
— Reflections — ^Winter passes away — Preparations to go to Norfolk 
— Rer. James B. JoynePs letter — Arriyes in Nivfolh — Canned to bis 
brother's — ^Medical attention — Conversations — ^Resignation — Closing 
scene— Remains carried to Lynchburg — Funeral discourse by Rev. 
G. W. Langhome — BnriaL 

On the adjoarnment of the Conference in Petersburg, 
Mr. Childfl returned to the parsonage at Lawrenoeyille, 
and made arrangements for nis departure to his new ap- 
pointment. 

On his way to Gloooester he passed through Petersbuig, 
where he spent the Sabbath in the family of Mr. Peter 
Boisseau; and, although yery much indisposed, he preached 
in the evening, at the High-street church. Prom Peters- 
burg he went out into Uie country to the house of his 
highly-esteemed Christian lm>ther, Charles Friend, Esq., 
where he designed leaving his £unily until he could visit 
his circuit and make arrangements for their reception and 
accommodation. 

While at Petersburg, he commenced a letter to his 
daughter, which he conduded at Mr. Friend's, from which 
we make the following extract : — '^ We left the friends in 
Brunswick with reluctance, for many of them were very 
kind. May the good Lord give them an hundred fold in 
this world, and in the world to come give them life ever- 
lasting." 

November 28th, Wednesday, he adds : '^ We are now at 
Brother Friend's. We left Petersburg on yesterday. Bro- 
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iher and Sister B were very kind to us during the 

few days of our sojonm with them. 

<f I hope, my dear Margaret, that yon are still striving 
' to enter in at the strait gate.' May you see the way of 
holiness and aspire after it with leal ; and rememher thu 
is the mark of the prise of our high calling. 

" I have heen quite nnwell ever since we left Brunswick. 
I hope, however, if it be best, that I may recover; but I 
desire in every thing te say, ' The will of the Lord be 
done ; even so, Amen. Oome, Lord Jesus.' Oh I may he 
oome te save and bless on earth, and then take na to 
heaven. Your affectionate father, 

«• John W. Childs/' 

Before leaving Mr. Friend's, he wrote the subjoined 
letter to Mrs. Early : — 

▲t Rev. C W. Friend's, Chesltriield County, Deo. 8d, 1849. 

Beak Sister E. : — ^This will inform you that we are 
thus far on our way to our destined field of labour. I have 
been a good deal unwell since Conference, but hope I shall 
get better. I expect to start for Oloucester to-morrow. I 
shall leave my family at Brother Friend'%for the present. 

I know not whether our appointment will be a profitable 
one or not. I trust I had no hand in it, and therefore I 
feci the more resigned to Divine providence. I know that 
in a thousand instances w% know not what is really for 
our ffood. 

There is no parsonage on the circuit, and I cannot tell 
what difficulties there may be in our way ; but we trust 
the good Lord will provide, and that all things will work 
^together for our good. 

We have certainly left many dear friends in Brunswick 
that have given us many proofs of their Christian kind- 
ness. Our residence there was a very agreeable one. 

I see a thousand imperfections in myself; not that the 
Gospel is not sufficient to purify; but, alas ! poor man is 
so weak — so inconstant. I am sure if I were more dutiful 
and diligent, that God would give me a thousand proofe 
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of his faithfiiliieflSy bis providence, and graoe, iliat are now 
obscured by the partial and uneven obedience that I ren- 
der. Oh I that he would for^ve all that is past, and en- 
able me* to see how odious sin is, in whatever covert waj 
it maj present itself to the soul; and Ood grant me 
strength to repel it, whether presented secretly or openly. 
Oh! I long for holiness — for purity. It is this that 1 
pant after more than afler gold or silver, or the cattle 
upon a thousand hills. May he ^ve me the desire of my 
heart. 

Whether our low-eountry circuit will be for good or ill 
is problematical. Pray that God may overrule it for the 
good of our souls and bodies. The ssdt air, the change of 
diet, &c., who can tell but God may sanctify fhem strangely 
for our good 7 Oh I had we the spirit of Charles Wesley 
when he sung — 

" Welootne alike the crown or cross- 
Trouble I cannot ask, or rest^ 

But erer groan, 
Father, thy only will be done." 

May it be accomplished by us, in us, and through us; by 
the thoughts o^our hearts, by the words of our lips, by 
the works of our hands, and by the actions of our lives. 
Pray earnestly for us, that our Be'deemer may uphold us 
continually. " Unsustained by thee we fall." Lord^ hold 
us up in our goings. Our love to every one. 

Affecti(mately yours in Christ, 
John W. Childs. 

This is the last letter he wrpte to his Lynchburg cor- 
respondent. 

Mr. Childs left his family at Mr. Fn^nd's, in Chester- 
field county, and set out, on horseback, for the Gloucester 
circuit. He spent the first night in Bichmond, and at the 
close of the second day from Bichmond, he reached the 
house of Mr. Jefferson Stubbs, the recording steward of 
the Gloucester circuit. From Mr. Stubbs's he wrote to 
his wife, giving an account of his trip and the prospects 
before him. He says : — 
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<<I left Riclimond earlj jeBterday morning; traTeUed 
fell day without getting any thing to eat, and had to pnt 
up at a tavern at night. I was treated kindly, and for my 
fare had to pay one dollar and a quarter, which I thonaht 
Tery reasonable, considering they gave me a dean bed, &c. 
^I crossed the Mataponi a little after snnrise this moming, 
and have travelled, say thirty-seven miles, to get here an 
hour by san. * * ^ * I cannot as yet say any thing abont 
oar promcts. Oh I may God open the way for ns. 

The above was written on the evening of Becftmber 7th. 
Saturday morning, December 8th, he adds — '^ Oh ! conld 
we get that spirit that teaches as to be carefcd for nothing, 
bat in every thing, by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, to make oar requests known to God. Oh I 
my dear Maitha, could we do this, how much more holy, 
how much more happy should we be. Lord, g^ve us tlus 
spirit for the sake of Jesus. My cough gets no better; 
though I hope, if it can be best, it will pass away. 

^^ There is no diance for us to go to housekeeping before 
the first of January. Possession of the house cannot be 
obtained before that time.'' 

There was no parsonage on the Gloucester circuit, and * 
the stewards had to rent and furnish a Ifbuse for the occu- 
pancy of Mr. Ghilds's family. They found it difficult to. 
procure a desirable location, and were compelled at last to 
rent an ineligible and uncomfortable dwelling, but it was 
the best that could be done at that time. 

The aspeet of affiEtirs wa? rather gloomy and discouraging 
to Mr. Childs. The winter was setting in ; his fiimily was 
large, and at a' considerable distance from his circuit; some 
tim^ must elapse befive a parsonage could be provided for 
him ; great inconvenience must necessarily attend his re« 
moval to the circuit; and withal his health was rapidly 
failing. But these things did not move him. 

At an early day he succeeded in getting his family to 
the circuit, and was kindly received into the house of Mr. 
Jefferson Stubbs, who generously proposed to entertain 
them until the parsonage could be prepared for their ose. 

Mr. Childs's health began to decline at a fearful rate^ 
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and bj the time A0 house was in partial readiness for his 
reception, his cough had become so troublesome that he 
could not even conduct family worship or read aloud but 
with the 'greatest inconvenience. 

The first quarterly meeting for the circuit was held at 
Christmas. Mr. Childs was barely able to attend ; he, how- 
ever, was present, and, at the request of the presiding 
elder, consented to preach. He was seriously interrupted 
by his cough while attempting to deliver his sermon, and 
was compelled at last to close rather abruptly. This was 
his last sermon. At that time, howeyer, but little B,ppre- 
hension was entertained that his indisposition was. likely 
to terminate seriously. He was necessarily exposed, more 
or less, in getting settled in his new home, in the midst 
of an inclement season, which aggravated the symptoms 
of his disease ; and it was not long before it was apparent 
that consumption had marked him as a victim, and that 
the disease was making most fearful and rapid inroads upon 
his constitution, and hastening to a mortal crisis. Medical 
aid was called in, and every thing was done that could be, 
under the circumstances^ to arrest his malady and preserve 
* his life. But every exertion was baffled by the insidious 
foe ; and his wasting flesh, his drenching night sweats, his 
daily chills and fevers^ and shocking cough, proclaimed, 
*in no doubtful terms, that his dissolution was rapidly ap- 
proaching. 

The brethren and friends on the circuit were exceedingly 
kind ; but the parsonage, ui^fortunately, was jemote from 
them, being in one corner of the circuit, and they could 
not therefore show that constant attention, by day and 
nighty that they otherwise would have done. But the lack 
of a service of this sort was happily supplied by an own 
sister of Mr. Childs, Mrs. Sarah Jacobs, of Alexandria, who 
was constantly with him, and who waited upon him with 
a devotion and tenderness that cannot be spoken of in 
terms of too high commendation. Her attentions greatly 
relieved the labours of the affectionate wife, who watched 
over him, like an angel of mercy, amid all his sufferings; 
yet often with an almost breaking heart, as she could not 
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at all times oonoeal from herself the painfiil terminatioii 
to which his disease was hasteoing. This was a season 
of trial to the fidth of Mr. GhUds. 

There he was, in a cheerless and oncomfortable dwell- 
ing, scantily furnished, and remote from the members of 
his charge ; and this, too, in mid-winter. There, with a 
sorrowing wife, snrronnded by fiye small children, he 
lingered, growing worse and worse with each succeeding 
day. There he spent his days and restless nights, with 
gradually diminishing hopes of the proq)ect of recovery. 
See him, pale and emaciated, lying. upon his bed, unable 
to assist himself, and without strength to conduct family 
prayer. He turns his eyes upon a new 'supply of books 
which he had procured for his winter's reading, and recall- 
ing his previous arrangements for increased labours and 
studies, he says : ^< Man may plan, but God frustrates.'' 
It is nighty and the weary wi^tohers have all fiJlen asleep. 
His little ones have lost Uieir petty cares in their mid- 
night slumbers. The winds are whistling around his 
lonely dwelling, as the snow-flakes patter against the win- 
dow and upon the roof. And tiiere he lies, the only 
wakeful inmate of that dwelling. His thoughts are busy. 
Memoiy has travelled over the past, and gathered up the 
reooUecUons of other days, while the dark and impene- 
trable future is crowded with the dim and indistinct im- 
ages of coming events, that already <^ cast their shadows 
before/' He feeb that a few days more mast end his 
earthly caieer — that soon his wife must be a widow, and 
his children orphans'— 4hat they must be left wi^out a 
home, and without the means of support 

What think you, reader, were his feelings while pressed 
with these reflections ? Suppose yon that he was gloomy 
and desponding, or that he murmured at the Providence 
that had placed him in that condition ? Fkr from it. His 
mind was stayed upon the Most High, and his heart was 
often swelling, '< unutterably full of glory and of Ood." 
The midnight silence of his chamber was broken by the 
capturous expressions of heavenly joy, and by sentiments 
of the most perfect acquiesoenoe in the dealings of his 
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heavenly Father. ** The will of the Lord be done/^ was 
uttered by him a thousand times ; and a word of complaint 
never escaped his lips, as the following conversations with 
his wifC; committed to writing by her at the time, fully 
prove : — 

* " Gloucester, April 10<A, 1850. — My deaf^husband seems 
to be declining, but his trust is unshaken. With much 
feeling he said to me, ^ My dear, I do not know what the 
Lord intends doing with me ; he knows I love him, and 
would serve him if spared; but I want to be resigned, 
and serve him in my affliction. I have the comfort to 
know that the course I have pursued was, to cut oflf all 
occasion to turn aside, and to do all the good I could.' 

'< At another time he said, ^ My dear Martha, pray for 
me ; I find it very hard to give you and the children up. 
£ want the will of Ood to be done ; if it be best, I would 
be glad to live to see them, provided for.' At another 
time he asked me to read the fourth chapter of Phi- 
lippians. When I read the sixth verse, he said, 'My 
mind has been dwelling upon that.' 

'' A few weeks before we left Gloucester, I ventured to 
ask him how he felt in view of being taken from us, when 
be replied, ' It is a trying situation, but God will do what is 
right; we are commanded to leave our fatherless children 
to him, and let our widows trust in him.' " 

He does not seem to have anticipated at first that his 
disease was likely to prove fatal; and when at last it be- 
came manifest to himself that his restoration to health 
was extremely doubtful, he was never heard to say more 
than that, if it was best for him and his family, he would 
like to get well; but, ^*not my wiUy* concluded all his 
remarks on this subject. 

As the spring came on, some little hope was indulged 
that he might again rally for a while, and at least be able 
to visit his friends in the upper country. But all these 
hopes were disappointed; It was thought advisable to 
move him from the parsonage to the city of Norfolk, whe^e 
he could daily command the attention of physicians to ^ 
extent he could not in the country ; and where, in the 
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event of his death, it would be more oonyenient for hia 
fiunily to oomnranicate with their friends than if they 
were to remain at Gloucester. Arrangements were aeoord- 
inglj made, under the direction of his phjsioians, for his 
removal to Norfolk. 

A few days before he left the parsonage he was visited 
by the Rev. James £. Joyner, the presiding elder of the ^ 
district, who had a fall and free conversation with Mr. 
Childs, and who has kindly famished ns with the follow- 
ing aoooont of this interview : — 

** On my first viidt to the Gloucester circoit after Con- 
ference, I found Mr. Childs very much indisposed ; a most 
distressing cough racking his whole system, and indicating 
a deeply seated disease of the luncs. From the nature 
of the symptoms, the most painful apprehensions were 
awakened in my mind as to his recovery. He', however, 
did not seem to apprehend any danger, nor did his family 
at that time, so far as I know. This was at Christmas. 

*^ The next time I saw him my fears were fully con* 
firmed. I B»M^l/dt then, that his time was short— that 
his work and weariness would soon end, and he receive 
his fiuthfully sought reward, and mingle with the blest 
above. 

" On the day before he left Gloucester for Norfolk, I 
visited him again, and found him exceedingly feeble. He 
was evidently then fut sinking under the ravages of his 
disease, into the cold embrace of death. He was, how- 
ever, calm, and able to speak distinctly, so as to converse, 
which he did with remarkable deamess — said he thought 
he was better than he had been, and felt as if he would like 
to get up and dress. ^Bo you,' said he, < think it would 
be imprudent for me lo do so ?' I told him I thought it 
would ; that he was too weak, and that it might injure ■■ 
him. 'Then,' said he, 'I wont do it.' After pausing a 
moment he said, very solemnly, ^Biother, I have been 
'wanting to s^ you very much ; the doctor has prescribed 
porter for me to drink, and recommends French brandy, 
and I fear that it would be wrong for me to use them ; 
what do you think about itf A^d upon my telling him 
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that these things were often nsed as medicine ; and when 
used for that porpoee purely ^ under cironmstanoes of ne- 
ceaityy and particalarlj when preaeribed bj an intelli- 
gent phyaioiany I did not think there would be any thing 
wrong in taking them. He replied, ^ I am now very low; 
life with me is eoctremdy uncertain ; I know not what mo- 
ment I may go/ And here he paused for some time, 
while a flood of tears burst from his sunken eyes; then 
he said, ^ My brother, I wish to go into the presence of 
my God with my spirit pure. I cannot go there with my 
spirit and senses stupefied with these corrupting stimulanta. 
God is holy I Heaven is ho^y 1 and I, if I would dwell 
there, must be holy too \* 

"Here the conversation turned upon the duties and 
trials of the ministry, in which he most earnestly urged 
holiness of heart and life as absolutely necessary to render 
our ministrations successful in the conversion of perishing 
sinners, and acceptable to God, our final judge. In this 
conversation I felt the deepest interest. His thin, cold 
hand pressed mine, while he most sublimely talked ; he 
talked of holiness — of God — of the ministry, and its fearful 
rosponsibUities — of death, and of dying-^ heaven — of 
the crown of glory, and of eternal felicity in the bright 
abode of God above. 

^< This was done in a manner which, excepting one case, 
exceeded any thing that I have ever heard or witnessed. 
I was absorbed, yea, overwhelmed with feelings of unut- 
terable emotion. The impression made at this time on 
my mind and heart, I shall never forget; the precise 
words, however, I cannot now pmember. 

<< He next spoke of his family — of leaving his dear wife 
and children, in the most tender and afifectionate terms. 
This was indescribably affecting. No murmur — ^no word 
of complaint wa^ heard to escape his lips. He said — 
'if it should be th^ will of God,' he would like to live 
to rear and educate his children. But in ihis, he said — 
< not mine, but the will of the Lord be done.' ' He wiU 
do right; and if it is his will that I shall go now, I am 
perfectly willing. I know thfit the Lord will take care of 



9 



REV. JOHN WESLET CHILDS. 241 



my wife and little ones. They win be provided /or.' His 
oonfidence on this subject was truly remarkable : I have 
ne^r known any thing like it fii the Tiew of his faith, it 
seemed a positive oertotn^. And in regard to his own ex- 
perience, at this time, not a oloud shaded the celestial pros- 
pect — all was bright. On being asked what was his state 
of mind, he said, ^I have not one doubt of my aooept- 
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'^ The thought of leaving his circuit seemed to giTe him 
more trouble of mind than any thing else. He spoke of 
his work with the deepest interest, and of the brethren of 
the circuit with the warmest possible affection. Thanked 
them for their kindness toward himself and fiunily, during 
his protracted illness. 

** It was now time for me to leave. I bade him farewett^ 
under a solemn conviction that it was the last time I 
should press that hand in this world. He held me by the 
hand with a trembling grasp, and said — 'Farewell! my 
dear brother. God bless you I I shall never see you 
again in tiiis world/ Here emotion choked his utterance 
— ^he wept, and said — * I shall never see my dear brethren 
of the Virginia Conference again, until we meet above. 
Tell them farewell for me — tell liiem I love them much, 
and that I die in peace with God and all men — tell them 
I feel myself under many obligations to them for their 
kind forbearance towards my many imperfections — tell 
them to live holy, and be entirely consecrated to GK)d. 
Farewell, brethren ! fiuewell all ! I hope to meet you all 
in heaven at last.' 

'' Many other things were said by him, which I cannot 
now recall. It was- a most solemn and deeply affecting in- 
terview. 

*' I can only add in condusicm that he was a most truly 
devoted minister — a most pious and holy Christian, and 
that he, no doubt, reigns with, the bri^test saints above. 

Yours truly, 

James E. Jotneb.'^ 

Suitable amngements bdng made under medical di* 
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TectioD; on Wednesdaj, the 1st day of Maj, Mr. Childs 
was ta^en from the parsonage^ and, attended bj sjmpa- 
thetie friends; was conveyed in a comfortable carriage to 
the house of Mr. Nntall, in the neighbourhood of the 
steamboat binding in Matthews county, to be in readiness 
for the boat the next day, plying between that place and 
the city of Norfolk. 

On the road, during the day, they passed one of the 
churches belonging to the Gloucester circuit. Mrs. Childs 
said to him— ^'^ Husband, if God sees best to lay you aside, 
and no longer work by you,.are you willing ?*' He promptly 
replied, repeating it over and over again, '^ Perfoctly will- 
ing V — ^' Perfectly willing V* and this he did, says Mrs. 
Childs, ^' with a look of submission I can neyer forgef 

He had a comfortable night's repose, and the next morn- 
ing felt invigorated and refreshed. On the arrival of the 
boat he was placed on board, and without the least fatigue 
from his journey, reached the wharf at Norfolk, about 9 
o'clock on the night of the 2d of May. From the whaif 
he was carried on a cot, by four men, to the house of his 
brother, Capt. Wm. Childs, living on Catharine street 

The author saw him early on the morning of the 8d of 
May. He was wasted to a skeleton, and looked more like 
a corpse than a living man. When I entered the room 
and took him by the hand, he was affected to tears. I sat 
down by his bedside, for he was not able to raise himself 
from his pillow, and engaged in conversation with him in 
relation to his affliction, and various other topics; but 
finding his strength to fail, I desisted for awhile, until he 
was sufficiently rested to continue the conversation. I 
then turned to him again, and inquired after the state of 
his mind, in the midst of his deep and protracted illness. 
I found him perfectly calm and tranquil, with his heart 
and mind stayed upon God. I told him that having known 
something of bis views of the providence of God — of faith 
and Christian experience, I was anxious to know whether 
all held good in affliction ? He replied that he found God 
faithful to all his promises ; that he believed all was right 
and just as it should be. 
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I then alluded to the condition in whieh his fionilj 
would be left, in the event of his death, and asked him, if, 
when he looked upon his wife and six children, depen« 
dent upon him, and looking up to him for counsel, di- 
rection, and support, he did not Ifeel tempted to doubt the 
wisdom and goodness of the providence that had placed 
bim in his helpless condition? he promptly answered, 
**NoV* and then went •on to say, that the good Lord 
seemed to hold the Devil at bay — ^that he tried to ap- 
proach him, but was restndnedj and then added — '< I am 
not even tempted to distrust the promises, the goodness, 
and fiuthfulness of God. It is all right I" he continued — 
*' I know it is all as it should be.'' 

He then went on to say, that he had never murmured 
or rebelled against any appointment which had been as- 
signed him in the Oonference — ^that he had always taken 
his work, trusting in Ood, and doing the best he could. 
^'But,'' said he, ^firom the time I received my aj^int- 
ment to the Gloucester circuit there has been a cloud over 
my mind.'' He did not know why it was so. 

Our conversation was here interrupted by the call of the 
physicians that had been summoned to his bed-side. 

In the afternoon of the same day we conversed again. 
The interview was pleasant, and at his request was closed 
with prayer. He responded warmly and repeatedly to the 
petitions addressed to the throne of grace. It was the 
same voice that, sixteen years before, I had heard in the 
tented grove, at the &mily altar, and in the forest chapels 
of Western Carolina. How strange the providence of 
God I The youth that he then counselled and took by the 
hand was now his spiritual adviser and counsellor. 

His physicians pronounced his disease consumption in 
an advanced stage, and did not hesitate to say that it was 
incurable by human means — ^that he might rally for a 
short time, but that there was not the reiSotest prospect 
of his recovery. 

i/ay 4£^ — He was very calm, and even happy. He 
again said, whatever mystery might seem to hang about his 
case, ii wa$ all rt^hL Said he, '< I have no choice or will 
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in the matter. Grod knows wbat is best. ' Whether I 
live^ I live unto the Lord, or whether I die, I die unto the 
Lord ; whether I liye, therefore, or die, I am the Lord's/ ** 
And as he slowly and solemnly repeated these words, his 
eyes overran with tears, showing how truly and deeply he • 

f felt what he uttered. We prayed together again, and he 
joined most heartily in the petitions. He seemed alto- 
gether beyond the reach of the Tempter. Such calmness, | 
such meekness, such patience, and such resignation com- * 
bined, we have never witnessed before or since, in mortal 
man. He said that he could desire to live to do some- | 
thing for his family, and for the cliureh, were it in his 
power, but that he desired to live for no other purpose ^ 
and, said he, '' if God does not see that it is best for me 
to live, I had rather die now.'' ^^ The will of the Lord be 
done," closed every conversation upon the subject. Again 
and again he said he had no fear of death — that he dreaded 
his grave a» little as he dreaded his bed. 

On Sabbath, May 5th, he was visited by a number of 
his pious friends and acquaintances, among whom were 
his brethren in the ministry — the Kev. Overton Bernard, 
and the Rev. Vernon Eskridge of Portsmouth; both of 
whom he had known for many years — the latter having 
entered the Conference with him. His interviews with 
them were touching and impressive. 

The same quietness and habitual trust in God, which 
had marked all the stages of his affliction, were still mani- 
fest. And for every one who visited him, he had an ap- 
propriate word — something to impress the mind &nd affect 
the heart, and lead to some good practical result in the 
life. 

Monday^ May 6^^. — From daylight this morning, | 

until 9 or 10 o'clock, he was thought to be dying. For i 

a while he seemed rapidly sinking. His wife was weeping 
by his bedside,' and could not be comforted ; but he seemed 
but little affected by what was passing, while he was per- 
fectly sensible of every thing. He was asked, '^ Is Christ 
atiU precious ?" " Qh yes !" he replied, " he is good — ^I 
have no fear — all ia right I" 
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He was told tkat he appeared to be rapidly sinking, and 
that if he had any business to transaoty or any messages 
to leave, or directions to give, he had better do it at onoe, 
as the power of speech might fail him. He remained pei^ 
feotly composed, and said that he had no business of a 
worldly nature to transact — that he had always believed 
that Gt>d would take care of him and his, while engaged 
in His work ; and that he had no tempond oohcems to 
trouble him — ^he had no woridly ffoods to dispose <^. As 
to a message for the G(mference> he had delivered that to 
Brother Joyner, his preeicGng elder, before leaving Qlou- 
oester. 

He remained silent for a few moments, and then said :— 
'^ There is but one thing that rests with any weight on my 
mind — I was not able to see as the majority of my brethren 
on the subject of the division of our church ; and at the 
time the vote was taken in our Conference, upon the sub- 
ject of division, in 1845, 1 retired from the Conference- 
room before the vote was taken, and did not remain to 
express my views in opposition to the measure, and to 
record my vote.'' He then added with emphasis : — '^ / 
am no aboHiumist ; and if my vote now would liberate the 
whole slave population in the South, I could not give it, 
as I know it would inflict, under existing drcumstaknces, 
the greatest evils upon them. Yet I did not see sufficient 
reason for separation ; and I have sometimes feared that 
I, at least, appeared to shrink from my duty, in failing to 
give my views on the occasion referred to, and voting in 
opposition to the measure.'' This he said was the only 
thing on his mind. It had been a source of some trouble 
to him, but that now he felt entirely relieved. 

His wife remarked that she feared the enemy was trying 
to take advantage of him in relation to this subj^t. 
'<No," said he, ''it gives me no irouUe; but as I had 
thought of it, I felt that I should mention it — ^it gives me 
no trouble now/' 

He stiU continued to linger at the very point to die. 

His wife was in great distress, and in her agony she said : 

'' My dear, dear husband, if you are about to leave us, do 

a* 
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say sometlii&i; as a parting message — ^let yonr bleceing be 
given to me. He responded with the utmost composure : 
'^ The everlasting arms shall be underneath and round aixmt 
yoty-^-of that I am very sure,'* 

'' Have you no message for dear Margaret ?'' their 
absent daughter, said she* '* Tell her to be a good girl, 
and obedient/' he replied. All this he said without the 
least apparent excitement or emotion. 

" Do you know us all ?"" one inquired. " Perfeetly/' 
said he ; ''as well as I ever did ) aM I hear every wori 
that is spoken/' 

His wife then asked him if he /elt as though he were 
dying. He simply replied: — ^^ Martha, don't press that 
question — ^I don't want to give you any trouble or dis- 
tress." 

His extremities were cold and clammy — ^be eould 
scarcely swallow, and it was with the utmost difficulty 
that he could speak to make himself understood. All 
around believed that he was really dying — ^that in a few 
moments the struggle would be over. 

He was asked if he had any particular wish to express 
in relation to his burial. He replied : — '' I want nothing 
fantastic about it. Let every thing be plain — very plain 
— plain in the Christian sense of the word." As to the 
place of his burial, he was indifferent. ''Let Martha 
have her wish/' said he. " I feel but little concern about 
it." He then remarked: — "I feel that I am sinking 
away as quietly and peacefally as the sun goes down." 

Several brethren in the ministry called to see him 
while in this state — Rev. Messrs. J. D. CouUing, Robert 
Michaels, Wm. H. Starr, Wesley Rhor^ and the Rev. Mr. 
Anderson of the Presbyterian church. To each of the 
bi^thren to whom he spoke, he said something indicating 
his unshaken confidence in God^ and his perfect resigna^ 
tion to the divine will. 

As the day advanced he gradually grew warm, under 
powerful stimulants ; and in the evening he seemed mijch 
better — conversed with more strength, and said he felt 
entirely easy attd comfortable. His mind was still at rest 
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<— Ikis maoe was uninteTriipted. After lie was placed on 

hb bed for the night, he requested that we should join in , 

prayer with him. Roy. Mr. Ooulling led in prayer, and, ^ 

as usual, he responded '^Arnen 1" to many of the petitionSi 

with an earnestness and fervour that was trul/ astonishing. 

When we parted with him for the night, he devoutly 
implored the blessings of Ood upon us, thanking us most 
kindly for our attentions. Indeed, there was nothing done 
for Mm for which &e did not express his thankfulness and 
gratitude. 

IWaeioy, May 7<A. — ^He continued gradually to waste 
away-^-growing weaker, and yet more weak, with every 
hour. When the Bev. Mr. Coulling and myself entered 
his room this morning, we found him in a quiet, peaceful 
state of mind. He said he felt perfectly easy, and free 
from pain ; and then remarked : — << When you all thought 
me dyinff yesterday morning, I was perfectly tranquil and 
happy— 4 had the most perfect peace — a happiness that is 
indescribable." 

His wife then asked him how he felt. '< Why," said 
he, *<Iam calmly stayed on my Redeemer." He was 
asked again if he had any fear of death. *' Not the least," 
he replied. <' Bo you still feel that all is well, and that 
your way is perfectly dear f " '' Perfectly," he answered. 
" I love Go4 uid feel that I can tmst him» and I believe 
all is well." He then remarked, that, during the whole 
period of his affliction, nothing had given him the least 
trouble, except the matter that he alluded to the day be- 
fore, << and that," said he, 'Ogives me no trouble now** 

He was told by his wife Uiat his attending physicians 
found him sinking under a highly stimulating treatment, 
and that they indulged ne hope of seeing him rally again. 
He he^ her with his usual composure, and simply re* 
marked, <<Do what the doctors have directed." 

He never &iled to ask the brethren, who visited him, 
to pray with him; and he always united with them^ mani- 
festing the warmest interest in all these approaches to the 
throne of grace. 

While idone, during the day, 4iis wife told him that she 
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wished to ask him a few questions. She then referred to 
the fact that, during his whole sickness he had spoken 
with the greatest confidence with regard to his faith that 
God wooldy in the event of his death, provide for her and 
ihe children^ and then she inquired, '^Do joa still feel 
amfideni that / and the children will he taken care of?'' 
He answered, ^^I know my Father and Ghd vnB take 
care of you," She then asked, ''Have you no message to 
leave me, and the dear children?" ''My Life/' he re- 
plied, "what MOBE can I SAY I" * 

He had previouslv told her to "bring np the dear chil» 
dren indifferent to show and the fashions of the world." 

She then asked him, what portions of the Scriptures he 
regarded as most interesting and pleasant. He intimated 
that he disliked to make any discrimination, but then re- 
marked, "The gospel and epistles of St. John — ^the first 
three chapters of Eevelation, and the last, — but all is 
good" 

In the afternoon of this day he again revived, took his 
nourishment freely, and seemed every way much better. 
But as the night approached he again relapsed, and it was 
thought doubtful whether he would live till mominff . He 
however said he was perfecilv easy, and that he felt very 
well. He was asked if he felt as though he were near 
eternity? "I am in the hands of God," he answered, 
" and am perfectly willing to live or die, whichever he 
shall judge best." 

While I was present he took an egg prepared with a 
little milk, and two tea-spoonfuls of brandy, which was 
his only nourishment. After he had taken it, he extended 
his hand to me, and drawing me down to him, said, "Do 
you think I do lorong in taking that egg with brandy f" 
He was told that there could be no more harm in taking that 
small amount, under the direction of his physicians, than 
there was in taking the camphor, spirits of turpentine, 
and other stimulants which they had been administering 
for the last twenty-four hours. But his mind was not en- 
tirely easy on the subject. 

In all his changes, he f^mained the same; always com- 
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posed — tlw»78 peaoefiil and happy. He seemed to linger 
on the oonfines of two worlds, ready at any moment to 
ohey his master's summons to the ^ies, and yet willing 
to suffer on till his change should come. He slept sweetly 
during the night, and wheneyer he awoke for a moment 
he gave utterance to some pious sentiment of resignation 
to the Diyine will, or breathed out some ejaoulatory peti- 
tion to Gt)d. 

Wediiesday, May B<^ — ^This morning he refused to 
take his nourishment prepared with brandy, saying that 
he did not wish to leaye the world and go into the presence 
of his M^er with his mind excited by intozioating liquor; 
and it was only upon the assurance of his physicians that 
the small portion of brandy with which has nourishment 
was preparod could not possibly affect his mind, that he 
consented to continue its use. He was strenuously op- 
posed to taking any stupefying or stimulating draught that 
might produce any unnatural effects, or lead to any ex- 
pression that might not be relied on as a true and exact 
representation of his real state of mind. 

He seemed disinclined to-day to say any thing in relation 
to his death and burial, in the presence of his wife. This 
eyidently arose £rom his dislike to giye her the slightest 
pain. He saw how much she was distressed, and how 
painfully she was affected by any reference to these topics, 
and on that account he desired that no question should be 
asked him on that subject. 

It was a privilege of no ordinary character to be per- 
mitted to witness the ^rU with which he endured his 
afflictions, and the composure with which he approached 
the dark valley and shadow of death. His sun of life was 
hanging low in the west; the shadows were long, and 
the air was growing chilly, as the curtains of night were 
gathering around him. But his step was firm and un- 
wayecing, for he had grasped, with the strong hand of 
faith, the staff of his Conductor, and on this he was stead- 
&stly leaning as he descended the darkening yale. 

Aoout four o'clock of this day, a decided change for the 
worse took place; but he still retained his reason. About 
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eight o'clock in tbe evening his physicians called^ and 
pronounced him in a dying state-— not actually dying, but 
in a sinking condition^ which would terminate in death. 

On entering the room afi;er the physicians left) he asked 
US what the doctors said, and what directions they had left 
for the night. He was informed that they had done all 
they could for hi'm. To which he replied, ^^I have no 
doubt of it.'' He was also told that they had said that a 
little brandy or wine, taken at short intervals, would pro- 
long his life a few hours. We asked him if he would take 
it? He said he would rather not. He then remarked, 
^'I do not think I shall die to-night, though*! may.'' 
Some one present said, '^Tou are not afraid to die?" 
'^No," he repliied, ^^I am not afraid; I am in the hands 
of God." And after a moment added, ^th emphasis, ^'I 
have a desire to depart and to be with Christ." 

Between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, at his re- 
quest, all who were sitting up in the adjoining room, went 
into his chamber to engage in prayer with him. Rev. 
Mr. Coulling led in prayer. He responded ^'AmenP at 
one* time loud enough to be heard all through the house. 
His hands, feet, and head were cold — ^his pulse was very 
bad, scarcely more than a barely percepMble flutter, and 
yet his mind continued entirely clear. He was not, how- 
ever, able to converse. He lived through the night, and 
on the morning of iihe 9th May, about eight o'clock, he 
remarked to his wife and sister, who were by his bed, ^'1 
cannot die; it seems that the Lord is not willing for me 
to die now. I am willing to die, and have tried, during the 
night, to die; but I cannot." 

At nine o'clock we were again called into his room for 
prayer. Rev.Wm. H. Star prayed. Mr. Childs seemed 
engaged, but was not able to respond in his usual way. He 
continued to grow cold, while his body was covered with 
clammy sweat. He began to complain of his head, and 
became a little restless. About ten o'clock he appeared 
to suffer a good deal, and complained of pain in the back 
part of his head. His pulse had almost entirely ceased. 
I said to him; ^^ Brother Childs, you seem to be rational^ 
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and to know every thing that is passing F'' ^'0 yes/' he 
replied; <^I know you all.'' Said I, '< Can you not tell us 
how it is with your « If I had strength/' he replied, <a 
could tell you a great deal/' and then remarked, ^'I had 
two or three things that I wanted to tell you, but I am too 
weak to oonverse now." 

He was dying — ^he knewit; but he was perfectly resigned. 
Said I to him, *^ The struggle is nearly over." "Almost," 
he replied. 

" My dear husband/' said his weeping wife, as she bent 
over him in inconsolable anguish, "you seem to be going 
to leave us ; have you nothing more to say ?" His only 
reply was, " All my hope is in Gk)d." Here hb strength 
fiuled him. He compliuned of his head, add became quite 
restless, but betrayed no impatience, nor the least want of 
unlimited trust in God. 

He then seemed suddenly to rouse up, and said in a 
strong distinct voice — " light, more light" His wife said 
to him " The room is light. His eyes were open, and one 
present placed himself as nearly as he could before him, 
so as to bring himself in the range of his vision, and said, 
"Brother Childs, do you not see met" "No/' said he, 
"I cannot see you." "But you know me?" "Yes," 
he replied, " I know you all." Bjfi wife, who was on the 
bed by him, leaned over him, and a^^tdn inquired, " Dear 
husband, do you know me ?" He promptly replied in bro- 
ken accents, " I shall ever know* you." These were his 
last words. 

At quarter past twelve o'clock. May 9th, 1850, in the 
house of Captain William Childs, in the city of Norfolk, 
Virginia, he instantly ceased to breathe, and in a moment 
was still in death. A broken-hearted wife sat by his life- 
less body, shrieking in despair, while five fatherless child- 
ren, sent up their piteous cries from another apartment of 
the house — most of them too young to appreciate the extent 
of their loss. The sufiering man was released — ^his spirit had 
taken its flight ; and while many tears fell over his remains, 
they were shed more for the living than the dead. 

He was decently shrouded, and placed in a plain, sub- 
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stantial maliogaiij ooffin; to which was attached a metallic 
plate with the inscription, Bey. John W. Childs, JS. 49. 
It is due to the good people of Norfolk, to say, that 
every attention was paid to Mr. Childs, daring the few 
days that he lived after his amval in the city, that Chris- 
tian kindness could prompt. It is especially due to Mr. 
Levi Westray and his estimable wife, to say, that they spared 
no pains to contribute, to his comfort. By day and by 
night they were at his bedside, ministering to his wants, 
and watching the progress of his disease } and after his 
death they attended, principally, to the preparations neces- 
sary for the removal of his remains to Lynchburg. Nor 
can we speak in too high terms of the untiring attention 
and generosity of his attending physicians; Doctors Baylor 
and Tunstall. 

The day following his death the coffin was enclosed in 
another of zinc, and placed in a box of suitable dimensions 
to admit a surrounding layer of charcoal, and in the care 
of Mr. Thomas Early, his wife's nej^ew, was conveyed on 
the boat which carried the surviving family to the city of 
Bichmond. At the steamboat landing in Biohmond, the 
family and remains were met and received by Bev. H. B. 
Cowles, Bev. O. W. Carter, Mr. William 0. Bell, and others. 

The &mily received £ very mark of attention which kind- 
ness and sympathy could dictate, and were hospitably enter- 
tained by Mr. N. Thornton, at the American Hotel, while 
the body of the deceased was placed in a hearse, and con- 
veyed to the Centenary church, and deposited for the night. 

The day following. May 11th, the remains were forward- 
ed by a packet boat on the canal to Lynchburg, and on the 
Monday following, May 13th, were followed by the family, 
under the care of Mr. Early. 

On Tuesday evening, the 14th, the regular packet, bear- 
ing the bereaved family, reached Lynchburg about the time 
of the arrival of the boat which conveyed the remains. The 
body was carried to the Methodist church, and deposited 
for the night; and on the day following, Wednesday, May 
15th, the funeral sermon of Mr. Childs was delivered by 
the Bev. George W. LaughomC; the' stationed Methodist 
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minister in Ljnohbarg^ in the presence of a large, and 
deeply affected audience ; after wnich, the remains, attend- 
ed by a circle of firiends, were deposited in the family 
bnrying ground of Rev. John Early, D.D., adjacent to 
the town, to await the resurrection mom. 



CHAPTER XX. 

CONCLUSION. 

GenenJ reflections on bis life and ohanoter — Suggestions as to the use 
that should be made of bis life—* Further reooUeotions by Mrs. Barly 
— Conclusion. 

Ws have now foll<^ed the subject of this Biography tb 
the close of his journey ; haye witnessed his death, and 
seen him consigned to the house appointed for all the 
living. The rest of the grave is sweet to one so wearied 
with the toils of life. His. labours are ended, and his 
works follow him. Blessed, thrice blessed, are the dead 
that die in the Lord. 

" His languishing bead is at rest. 
Its thinking and aching are o'er; 
His quiet immoTable breast 
Is heaved by alBiotion no more." 

Mr. Childs was one of the bestmen we have ever known ; 
and however the reader may differ with him as to his 
scruples of conscience, in relation to a number of com- 
paratively small matters brought to view in this work, he 
will, in the main, be constrained to admit that his life fur- 
nishes an example of connUency rarely met with in any 
age of the world. 

There are some things that we may not be able to com* 
prebend and appreciate; for example, his conviction that 
It was his duty to waik and preaf^ and yet we are com- 

22 
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pelled to do him the. juBtice to believe that in this be waa 
strictly conscientioas. 

Bat dropping these small and unimportant points in his 
history, where have we seen a life of such untiring doTO- 
tion to the work of the ministry, of so much humility, of 
so much beneyolence, of so much prayer ? As a Chris- 
tiauy where is the example that eclipses hid ? Who has 
exhibited more of the min4 that was in Jesus ? Who 
that has walked more closely and constantly with God ? 
Whose life has furnished a more striking and instructiye 
comment upon the religion of the Bible ? In all the re- 
lations of life, he carried out, into practical effect, the 
teachings of the word of G-od ; so that his life presents a 
most happy manifestation of all the virtues, and excellen- 
cies that constitute the Christian character. There is a 
symmetry and harmony about it, that we but seldom meet 
with, even in the lives of eminently good men. 

His piety was indeed of a most exalted character. At 
one or two different periods in his Christian life, he pro- 
fessed to enjoy the blessing of " perfect love" or sanctifica- 
tion, as taught in Wesleyan Methodist Theology. Strange 
that a man of • such extraordinary devotion and faith^ did 
not enjoy it without interruption. ^ 

His expedence on this subject is somewhat unaeoount- 
able. It would seem that in all the latter years of his life, 
he must have attained to the stature of a man in Christ 
Jesus ; and yet he did not pro/ess to have made this at- 
tainment. But, it must strike every one, that his profes- 
sions were far below his actual attainments. So far as we 
can judge, from all we have seen of the man, he seems to 
have held uninterrupted communion with Ood, and to 
have lived a life of faith in Jesus Christ; so that he might 
have adopted with perfect propriety, the language of St. 
Paul: <^I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless, I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life which I 
now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.'' 

He was a good preacher ; not endowed with the higher 
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g^ of eloqnenoe and popular oratoiy, bnt a scriptural) 
evangelical, practical minister^ the Qospel of Christ 

He never aimed at any thing fine or beautiful in the 
pulpit; on the contrary, he most carefully abstained from 
any thing of the sort. And yet, on some occasions, he 
has been known to rise to a style and manner of deliyery, 
that were exceedingly captivating and overpowering. But 
his habitual style was plaini direct, and unadorned ; and 
his manner serious, impressive, and earnest. 

jEbme^^itess was eminently diaracteristic of his manner 
of preaching. His appeals were pungent^ stiiring, and 
effective. 

He always confined himself to his subject, and was most 
happy in illustrating it by scriptural examples, which he 
gave in the language of the Bible. A more fidthful preach- 
er never lived. He dealt honestly with his people ; and 
whether they would hear or forbear, he never fidled to declare 
the whole counsel of God. The word delivered by him was 
'^uick and powerful, sharper than a two-edged sword.'' 
Beneath its well-directed strokes, sinners and inconsistent 
professors of religion were often made to tremble and quake 
as if the day of doom had come. At times his sermons were 
invested with a singular interest, and produced most start- 
linff effects. 

As a pastor, he was^ffectionate, sympathetic, and sincere. 
His conversation was always '' seasoned with salt — ^fit to 
minister grace to the hearers.'' His own spirit was imbued 
with me^ness, and dothed with humility, so that he was 
an example to the flock. He was exceedingly courteous 
and polite in all his intercourse with his members, and 
with the people of the world; and at the same time carried 
with him an air of devotion, that never fiuled to strike the 
most casual observer. All that saw him were constrained * 
to take knowledge of him that he had been with Jesus ; 
and that while he walked on earth, and talked with men^ 
«his conversation was in heaven." 

As to his views of Christian charity or benevolence, he, 
perhaps, carried them, practically, too far. This is a point, 
howeveri on which we must express our views with great 
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caution. Mr. Childs, literallj, gaye awajall that lie had 
beyond his present neoessaty demands. Me neyer laid up 
a dollar for a fiitare day. As an unmarried man we do 
not see that this coarse lies open to any yery serious ob- 
jection. But to onr mind it does seem to be the soriptnral 
duty of the man of family, not only to proyide suitably for 
the support and education of his family while liying ; but 
also, in the ey^nt of his death, should the proyidence of 
God place it in his power, to leaye something for their 
maintenance when he shall cease to proyide for them. Mr. 
Childs entertained different sentiments on this subject ; and 
consistently with his principles he gaye away all his sur- 
plus means ; and this he did through life. And in dying 
he left his widow and children to Ood. 

It is proper howeyer, to remark, that, two weeks preced- 
ing his remoyal to Norfolk, he seemed to be deeply absorb- 
ed in his own reflections, when the following conyersation 
took place between himself and Mrs. Childs. As she was 
waiting at his bedside, he suddenly called her. She turned 
to look and found him lying, with his eyes closed, and his 
countenance ezpressiye of the deepest emotion. She drew 
near and leaned oyer him, when he asked — '^ Do you blame 
me for the course I haye pursued ?'' Alluding to his 
course of life in not laying up any thing for the future. 
Upon her promptly replying in the i^gatiye, and assuring 
him, that, should she be called to walk the low yale of 
poyerty, she should neyer censure him ; he instantly added, 
*<i now see no other way. It was, that I might cut off all 
occasion to turn aside, and to do all the good I could to 
the poor \ but if I thought you cenntred me, it would be a 
pang that I know not how I could bear. The Lord knows 
if I could haye acted differently, and sayed my soul, most 
gladly would I haye done so ; but I belieye I could nof 

As a husband he was deyoted and tender ; and perhaps 
no man eyer treated a wife with more profound respect 
and unaffected politeness than did Mr. Childs. 

As a parent he loyed his children, and always felt the 
deepest interest in their welfare, as his correspondence with 
his eldest daughter shows ; yet he rarely eyer fondled or 
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oaressed tbem. His hmilj discipline was maintained with 
great decision and firmness. 

The following additional reoolleotions of this devout 
minister of the Gbspel, furnished hy Mrs. Early, with 
whom he was more intimate than with any other Christian 
friend ; and who, indeed, knew more of his private walk, 
in all the relations of life, than any one else not constantly 
in his family, cannot fail to be acceptable to the reader, at 
the close <^ this volume. 

Lynchburg, Va. 

My Dsab Brother : — ^I promised to give you some- 
thing further in relation to my dear brother, ^' in the way 
of impressions and recollections,'^ but feel like one ap- 
proaching hallowed ground ; so incompetent am I to do 
justice to the subject, and so fearful lest I obscure the 
brightness of that Hght which it was my privjlege, in part, 
to behold for the space of seventeen years. 

Would that I could transfer to you a faithful delineation 
of the impressions left upon my mind and heart ; but when 
I make the effort, the most expressive language I can com- 
mand falls so far short that I am almost ready to despair. 

In conversation, a few days ago, with an intelligent and 
prominent membc^ on the Bedford circuit, he made the 
following remark : — *^ Sister E., I have seen many pious 
ministers, and had many to lodge under my roof whom I 
loved and venerated ; but when Brother Childs came to 
see me, I felt that I was entertaining one who was more 
than mortal. A sacred awe rested upon me, as though I 
had an angel in my house.'^ This oomes nearer my own 
views and feelings than any thing I could say. 
^ I will now nve you such reminiscences as I may be able 
to call to mind; but fear the desultory manner will pre- 
vent their being of much advantage to you. 

Since his marriage with my sister in 1833, 1 have seen 
him under every variety of circumstances, and been much 
with him under his own roof while sojourning in the parson- 
ages on the Bedford, Campbell, and Cumberland circuits, 
ftnd several months with them in Prince Edward, and unhesi- 
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tatingly aflGffm I never saw his like before. He was the 
same consistent, devout, meek, patient, and holy man in 
the privaoy of his own domicil that he was in the eyes of 
all who knew him. Nay, more — for his purity shone with 
a briffTUer luUre in the midst of domestio trials, of which, 
in oommon with others, they had their share. I have often 
thought it hard to determine which of the graces brightest 
shone, in such perfection were they all exhibited ; but, if 
any had the pre-eminence, it was his unconquerable pa- 
tience under all the trials of public and private life. I 
never saw him waver, or, in the slightest degree, moved 
from his steadfastness. 

You know he lived a life of prayer. When at home, in 
addition to family prayer night and morning, he prayed 
with his family at noon ; and always, on leaving and re- 
turning home, his voice was heard in committing himself 
and all his, to the keeping of his covenant God.. In addi- 
tion to all this, if friends called to make a visit, or on busi- 
ness, they never left without being called to bow the knee 
before the great I AM.* And yet again^ if any thing of a 
peculiarly trying nature occurred, he seemed to fly in- 
stinctively to the Strong for strength. And my sister has 
told me that she has known him suddenly to break off or 
interrupt conversations of a controversial character, when 
the parties seemed to be unduly excited, and by his fervent 
intercessions call off the mind and calm every feeling. 
But this liberty he never took, save in his own house. 

In relation to his social qualities, he seemed to m^ to 
be faultless ; but so systematic was he in the disposition 
of his time, and in adhering so unwaveringly to what he 
regarded duty, that, by many, I am aware, he was thought 
deficient in this respect. He believed, with Mr. Wesley, 
that Christians could not be profitably engaged in conver- 
sation, at any one time, more than an hour; and he rarely 
spent so much as that, unless the conversation was so de- 
cidedly spiritual as to afford him a field for doing good. 
And then, hours would pass unheeded by. 

In the family circle, (his own as elsewhere,) he was kind, 
gentle, affable, and especially polite to a degree I have 
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ne^er seen in any one. Whde Hob init of ehanoter 
mui exbibited te^alli yet more espeoially was it olmrvahk 
towsrd his wife ; never receiving tha smallest attentions 
at her hands withont an expression of thankfulness. 

As a &ther, while he was truly tender and afiectionatei 
he never foncUed his ohildien; and yet lew Others were 
ever more beloved by their children^ and no children more 
nnreserved in the presence of a father. He was quick to 
observe the bnddings of evil, and prompt to apply suitable 
correction : fully telie^g that he who spared the rod 
spoiled the child. 

As a friend and hrother I can speak more fully; and 
here I tonch a ch(»d which vibrates through aU the 
chambers of iny heart Always the same, under aU dr- 
cnmstanoes. Sympathetic, affectionate, and true as a 
brother after the flesh, but chiefly to be priied for his un- 
flinching fidelity, in watching with a jealous eye for my 
spiritual well-being. Many precious proo& are stowed 
away in memory's treasury, one of which I will give you. 
On a very cold day, while on a visit to us, he led the class 
which statedly meets in our house. A large number were 
present At a late period, when nearly all the seats were -, 
occupied, a wealthy member of the class came in, and took 
one of the few remaining seats near the door. I had a 
more comfortable seat near the fire, and fearing lest her 
feeble health woidd suffer from exposure to the draught, I 
several times, daring the meeting, invited her to accept it 
When the meeting had closed, and we were alone, with the 
sweet humility which ever beamed from his face, he told 
me he had observed the special attention I paid to that 
visiter, while others similarly 'situated, were unnoticed, 
9Xk^ feared I might have been influenced by that <' respect 
of persim^* so clearly condemned by the word of God. 
Such a friend is more precious than silver and gold, and 
his loss incalculable. 

I have good reason to believe this feithful dealing was 
not confined to those to whom he was thus closely ulied. 
The following instance occurred during his last memorable 
visit to us. Among other visiters who had called during 



260 LITE OT THE 



ike morning, was a lady Iribio had an only child, and that 
a daughter of about ten, upon whose apparel and ontwi^ 
adorning she seemed to have bestowed undue time and 
labour. This he had noticed a jear or two before, but for 
want of an opportunity had not mentioned it to the mother. 
When she arose to depart, we were invited to prayer, as 
was his custom ; after which, on taking her hand to say 
farewell, he told her plainly, but most tenderly, wherein he 
thpught she was in error; and her danger, and why he had 
not mentioned it sooner. And I presume hundreds, if not 
thousands, could bear testimony to his faithfulness in ad- 
ministering private reproof and admonition. 

In relation to his natural disposition, I learned from him, 
what I presume is known to but few, that before his con- 
version, he possessed an exceedingly quick and resentfiil 
spirit, which cost him many a painful struggle to subdue. 
That he was gay and worldly-minded, and indulged in a 
vein of witticism which made his company to be sought 
after by the mirthful and pleasure-taking. These proved 
a fatal snare to him } for, after his conversion, he in some 
good degree, lost hb spirituality and became a mere for- 
malist in religion. Happily for him, he was not permitted 
tong to continue in this state, in which he said, he often 
felt that if that was the a^of eomfort which religion could 
give, it was not worth the struggle it cost him* 

His entire renunciation of aU needless conformity to the 
spirit, maxims, and customs of the world, is too well known 
to need coihfirmation ; but while he held a tight rein over 
himself in this respect, and freely and faithfully told what 
were his views on this subiect,^h^as never known, by me, 
at least, to exhibit, in th/smallest degree, a spirit of cen- 
soriousness toward those who differed with him. Even in 
the most unfavourable cases, he seemed to commit spch to 
the tender mercies of our God. 

He was very decisive in his views and practice with his 
children on this subject, and would, with the utmost ten- 
derness, but plainly, give his wife his views in relation to 
her ovm course ; but never, for the first time, laid a burden 
on her, by requiring, or even requesting her to follow any 
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oooTse/ eontimry to, or without the approval of her owA 
judepent : he left her firee to follow the deoisions of her 
owirmind. That^ on this sabjeot^ his mind remained on- 
changed, will appear from the faet that as he neared the 
pmrtals of glory, he again and again aasnred her, he saw 
no other way but that of the cross — '^ entire renunciation 
of the world, the fleah and the devil/' » 

The following incident gives practical proof — ^trivial, in- 
deed, it wonld appear to some — ^but full of instruction and 
admonition to all who are seeking for all the mind that 
was in Christ 

About two years before his death, their eldest daughter, 
while absent at school, etobroiderd him a pair of cloth 
slippers, which, on meeting him, she presented, as a token 
of her affectionate remembrance. They were received by 
him, with an appreciation of the feelings which prompted 
his child, but were laid aside and never used. During his 
last illness, when his feet could be no longer comfortable in 
boots or shoes, the slippers were taken out by his wife and 
offered him. He consented to put them on, as they were 
all he had. After wearing them several ^ys, he spoke 
with gratitude of the great relief they gave his swollen and 
tender feet; but requested her to cover over those parts 
which were embroidered, quoting at the same time that 
forcible passage in St John's first epistle, 2d chapter, 
and 16th verse : — '^ For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the ^, and the pride of life, is not 
of the FcUKer, but is of the world,** They were then worn 
constantly thereafter, until he reached Norfolk ; and will 
be preserved, as a silent monitor to his family and friends. 

Yours truly, E. d. Eaely. • 

We have followed the subject of this biography through , 
the whole period of his earthly existence. We have seen 
his early training — ^we have witnessed his conversion to 
God — ^his connection with the church — ^his call to the _ 
ministry, and have pursued him through twent;^-three ' 
years of ministerial ana pastoral labour, in the midst of 
the everohanging scenes of the Methodist itinerant life. 
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We haye 8ien his fidelity — Yob conaoientionsness — ^his in* 
oessant toil. We have read the private conflicts of his 
spiritual life-7-we have examined his peculiar views, i^ the 
light of his own explanations — we have seen him die. 
J^ there not many things worthy of our imitation? 
May we not derive some very important lessons from his 
life? 

The work is concluded with the earnest prayer that the 
author and his readers may derive great spiritual benefit 
from the illustrious example of piety, which it has been 
the object of these pages, in some sort, to reanimate, and 
send forth before the world, as a silent but impressive 
teacher of the way of life. 
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The following discourse was delivered in the Methodist 
Episcopal Churchy South^ in Lynchburg; Virginia, the 
15th of May, 1850, on the occasion of the death of the 
Bey. John Wesley Childs, by the Ber. George W. Lano- 
HOBNE, of the Virginia Conference. It is an admirable 
sermon; and contains a fine review of the life and labours 
of the subject of the foregoing biography, and will well 
repay a careful perusal. It forms an interesting and ap- 
propriate Appendix to the life of Mr. Childs; and we feel 
happy in being permitted to lay it before the readers of 
this volume. It is proper to say, that the discourse was 
prepared for the press at the request of the family of the 
deceased. _ . 
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** But none of these things moTe me, neitlier ooont I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my oourse with joy, 
and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
testify the Gospel of the grace of God." — Acts xx. 24. 

The remarkable phenomena which graced the conyic- 
tion of Paul ; the mighty straggle through which he was 
called to pass ere he was delivered from his spiritual 
thraldom ; and the alacrity with which he entered upon, 
and the intrepid manner in which he prosecuted, the 
onerous duties of his high and solemn calling, all seemed 
to foreshadow his subsequently bright and glorious career. 

After many years of unexampled labour in the king- 
dom of Messiah, we find him on his way to Jerusalem ; 
and having reached Miletus, he despatched messengers to ^ 
Ephesus, and called together the elders of the church, in 
order that he might instruct them more thoroughly in the 
things appertaining to their pastoral duties. When they 
had come unto him, he adverted to the manner in which 
he had demeaned himself before them-«-the fidelity and 
zeal with which he had discharged his apostolic functions — 
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and, at the same time, informed them that clouds of impe- 
netrable uncertainty cast their fearful shadows over his 
future prospects, and precluded any definite opinion as to 
the final result : ^' save that the Holy Obost testifieth * * 
saying that bonds and afflictions await me/' It is but 
reasonable to suppose that the instincts of nature involun- 
tarily recoiled at the prospect of physical suffering, yet his 
spirit rose in the majesty of divine sufficiency, and, 'dis- 
daining to yield to the promptings of natural tiipidity, he 
boldly avowed his purpose to go forward in the strength 
of all conquering power — ^to risk limbs and life itself in 
the cause of religion^ and leave the consequences in the 
hands of God. 

You have been summoned together this afternoon, yet 
not to receive the parting benedictions and heavenly in- 
structions of the ambassador of the '^Prince of peace,'' 
nor even to gaze upon the face irradiated with the divine 
fire that glows within a bosom warmed and inspired with 
the love of God; but to pay the last sad tribute of respect 
to an honoured, beloved, and deeply-lamented minister of 
Jesus Christ — ^to follow to the lone retreat, and commit to 
the custody of the insatiate tomb, the mortal remains of 
the Rev. John W. Childs, who for twenty-three years has 
been a membei; of the Virginia Annual Conference. 

This solemn event imposes on your speaker a most 
painful and impressive task — a duty which derives its 
poignancy not from any misgivings as to* the present 
beatitude of our brother, but from sacred reminiscences — 
from the premature blight that has settled upon the 
hopes, and the tide of unutterable anguish which rolls its 
chilling waves over the warm affections of the heart- 
smitten widoWi helpless orphans, and numerous relations. 
In the exercise of my ministry I have been often called 
to attend to the grave the hapless victim of the '^ king of 
terrors'' — ^to perform the obsequies of the pious dead as 
well as those whose wayward lives and impenitent deatha 
threw back no ray of hope to cheer the heart-riven survi- 
vors; but never until this hour has it been my lot to 
perform this office at the demise of a minister of Christ — 
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a broUier beloved, and eo-labourer in the yinejard of our 
Lord. _ I will not attempt an apology for mj inoompe- 
tencj, or indulge in those repinings which might seem to 
infringe upon the wisdom, or call in question the good* 
ness <» the Master, being fully persuaded, that if ever I 
have witnessed an instance in which the tear of sorrow 
has been wiped away by the sunlight of immortality — 
where the loss of the survivors preponderates with " an 
eternal weight of glory'^ to the departed, it is in <Au case; 
foot him ''to die was gain/' 

The text and the occasion combine to invite us to con- 
template the ministerial appointment, its toils and cares, 
and the noble daring and self-denial requisite to a fidlh* 
ful discharge of the Unctions of the same. 

In conducting this examination, I take leave to remind 
you — 

I. That the true minister of the Gk)epel receives his 
appointment thereto from the Lord Jesus Christ — "the 
ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus.'' 

At the promulgation of the Law, and the internal orga- 
niiation of the Jewish confederacy, and the original insti- 
tution of the Gospel, the Almighty saw fit to hallow and 
immortalise those stupendous events with such visible 
Manifestations of his Godhead and power as furnished 
ihem with the undying evidences of their Divine origin ; 
and as his benevolent designs were to be accomplished 
through human instrumentalities, he honoured his wiginal 
agents in a manner suited to their peculiar positions, and 
the exigencies of their calling — ^threw around them such 
dearly-marked evidences of supernatural appointment as 
would challenge the confidence and rebuke the incredulity 
of all#6ucoeeding ages. These, however, were given for a 
specific obfecty and designed for a limited period; after 
which the Gospel was to appeal to its own exceUenciety 
and the ministry to less conspicuous, yet equail^ Mi<if/ao- 
tory, indications of Divine appointment. 

If an individual or a class of persons should daim to 
be the legal representatives of these holy and remarkable 
men, whose odl to the apostleship has been indelibly 
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written in pretemcUural works and plenary irupiratianf a 
discerning public would naturally anticipate and wisely 
demand the production of those evidences, that will make 
good such high pretensions ; and in default of such tes- 
timony , no declamations could save them from the just 
suspicion of impostors — as being empty yapourers, whose 
only claim is founded in arrogances I 

While there is no reason to expect any supernatural 
phenomenon to attend the call of a man to the sacred 
office in our day, still the Scriptures of God, and the uni- 
form belief of all orthodox Christians^ justify and require 
a belief in, and acknowledgment of, a Divine influence in 
such an appointment. On this subject the word of God 
expressly declares — ^^No man taketh to himself (right- 
fully) this honour but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron ;'' while the church propounds this heart-searching 
inquiry — ^^ Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take upon you the office of the ministry 
in the Church of God ?'' To which the candidate is re- 
quired to respond — '^ I trust fio/' Of this appointment to 
the work of the ministry I take leave to say — 

1. It is Tnade irrespective of the vdsheSy and in direct 
opposition to the opinions of men. In this instance the 
^' Lord of the harvest'' acts arbitrarily. He calls for ii» 
counsellor with whom he may advise; and admits no 
fellow to the secret purpose of his will.' His infinite 
wisdom has marked out the great pathway of bis mediato- 
rial operations; and his illimitable power, while it con- 
descends to press into its service the frail instruments of 
earth, reserves to itself the right to do, and the honour of 
having accomplished his godlike designs, '^ that the excel- 
lency of the power may be of God, and not of us.'' Hence, 
he appoints to this work whom he will : it may be an eru- 
dite Paul, an eloquent ApoUos, or a plain, unlettered, and 
uninformed Peter ; still, let the lot fall on whom it may, 
it is his own choice, his sovereign act ; and he who enters 
the ministry in any other way is a hireling intruder into 
the sacred office. 

The validity of this appointment is not dependent on 
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hnman ceremonials, bat on the caUo/ihe ffoHy Ghosif and 
its confirmattan h^ Divine sanction. On this point, the 
following, from the Rev. H. Basoom, is so pertinent to mj 
purpose and consonant with my own opinion, that I take 
the liberty of transcribing it for your benefit — "We are 
far from Uiinking, however, that the Divine commission 
of which we speak, is, in every essential consecutive sensey 
dependent on human authority. The weighty, heaven- 
required qualifications for the ministry are not likely to 
result from a hasty miscellaneous conscription on the one 
hand, or systematic recruit for the pulpit on the other. 
Those who have rushed into the pulpit from viaonary im- 
pulse, or selfish, interested motives, or have been conduct- 
ed thither by the drill and cant of others, deserve sym- 
pathy, it is true, but only as objects of pity. They are like 
the prophet's ' abomination of desolations,' found in the 
place where of all others they ought not to be, and their 
folly is not unaptly illustrated — ^for the analogy is prophe- 
tic — ^by that of Uisiah, who, usurping the rights of the 
altar, lost his throne; and, entering the house of God an 
unaccredited priest, went out a perpetual leper." 

In seeking the true ba»s of ministerial vocation, we 
do not appeid to the fable of prelatical succession, or ecde- 
tiastical reproduction by corporate church arrangement, in- 
consistently derived, as we conceive, from a union, a mar- 
riage of convenience, on the part of the "man of sin". and 
" mother of abominations," and but too aptly symbolised 
by the one and the other. We are compelled to reject 
every theory which does not preserve the ministry from the 
very doubtful origin, the bastardy involved in such an as- 
sumption. Here the matter is presented in a true gospel 
flight — ^is placed on the only scriptural basis, the appoint- 
ment of God most high. 

That man who has entered the ministry with that sense 
of imperious necessity which attends the call of the Holy 
Ghost, — ^who tremblingly adventures on a work he did 
not seek, yet dares not omit, — ^will, in the exercise of his 
sacred functions, receive those evidences of Divine appro- 
val that will confirm his own convictions of duty and be 
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bis witness to the chnrch and the world, that he went forth 
at the bidding and under the smiles of the Master. ^' Ye/' 
sajs the apostle, '^ are our epistle, known and read of all 
men." The ministry of such an one will not be a mere 
syncretism, but a demonstration of the ^^ power of Ood and 
the wisdom of God." 

While our lamented brother was not indifferent to those 
prudential regulations which b&x the seal of ecclesiastical 
recognition of a Divine call to the work of the ministry, 
he, nevertheless, traced his authority to the only correct and 
sufficient source of ministerial qualifications — the bidding 
of the Lord Jems Christ ; and his whole life furnishes us 
with the assurance that nothing short of the most over- 
whelming conviction of indispensable duty — an obligation 
which involved his present peace and eternal welfare — 
could have induced him to engage in the toils and respon- 
sibilities of preaching the Gospel. The lips which would 
a few days since have declared the heaven-inspired motive 
which moved him to the office of an ^' ambassador for God" 
are now placed under the seal of death, and consequently 
are incapable of responding to any interrogatory which the 
curious may be inclined to propound on this particular 
point; yet I will venture the assertion that he did not ''rush 
into the pulpit from visionary impulse, or selfish, interested 
motives," nor was he '' conducted thither by the drill and 
cant of others," but deep down in the chambers of his con- 
science the ''still small voice" of the infallible Teacher 
issued the mandate of Heaven, and with trembling awe, 
and self-distrusting care, he obeyed the summons. 

But his commission has been required by the Master 
of assemblies — the weapons of warfare are laid down at the 
,. feet of his commander — for the last battle, the dread con- 
test with death, has been fought and won; and instinctively 
we turn to the scenes of his conflicts, and the fields he 
was called to cultivate, in quest of these heaven-attested 
evidences of his divine warrant ; and, on a hasty review, 
we return with the joyful report that souls, converted 
through his instrumentality, have already died in the faith, 
and have " heired the promised thrones'' of God's king- 
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dom — baTB entered in adviinoe of him the '^ohoroh of iho 
firai-hom in heaven ;" while many more are enrolled in the 
'^ sacramental host,'' and are wending their course, and 
fighting their way to the great rendeiyous aboye. Jesus 
Christ, the '^ captain of our salvation/' honoured and 
crowned his feeble instrumentality, — 

''Yet all his trophies, aU his spoils, 
He hung upon the oross." 

I take leave to remind you — 

2. That (he aj^fxnntment to the office of the ministry is 
made at the loss of temporal prosperiVy andworfdij^ honour. 

He who enters the ministry as it should be entered, and 
prosecutes it with that singleness of purpose and assiduity 
of labour with which it must be followed, in order to meet 
the high and holy designs of its Author, must give up all 
other pursuits, and abandon every other and inferior 
object.' A minister should he "a man of one worki*' 
Having buckled on the sacerdotal armour, and entered the 
wide arena of spiritual contest, he should gase on the world 
as spread out before him in all its false alluring charms — 
the cross despised, rejected, scorned — and be able to sing 
with the poet from the very bottom of his heart — 

''Jesus, I my eross have taken, 
All to leave, and follow thee : 
Kaked, poor, despised, forsaken, 
Thou, from henoe, my all shalt be." 

That it is in strict accordance with the will of God that 
those who serve at the altars of his church should be sepa- 
rated from secular pursuits, and dead to the honours of 
the world, is made plain to my mind from these facts that, 
under the Mosaic economy, Ood gave to the tribe of Levi 
no portion in the distribution of the land of promise ] '' he 
designed that they should be supported by the tithes, the 
first-fruits, the o&rings that were made in the temple ; by 
their share lof the sin-ofierings and thanksgiving-offerings 
that were sacrificed in the t«mple, of which certain parts 
were appropriated to the priests," and the peculiar consti- 
tution of the ministerial corps under the Gospel of his 
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Son, of whose appropriate, peculiar, and absorbing duty, tbe 
apostle Peter thus speaks — ''It is not reason that we should 
leave the word of God and serve tables. * * We will 
give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word/' (Acts vi. 2, 4.) . And whosoever (unless 
providentially incapacitated for aetive efficient labour, or 
forced by the penuriousness of the church) turns aside 
from these Keaven-prescribed duties to amass the pelf of 
earth, to evoke the empty applause of men, or to super- 
vise and control literary institutions, does, in the opinion 
of your speaker, compromise, to a great extent^ that work 
to which he professed to have been called. 

It surely does not savour of vanity, nor will the charge of 
egotism lie against me, when I assume, for the great body 
of the ministry, abilities equal to those possessed by their 
fellow men ; nor is it unreasonable to opine that if they 
had directed the talents which God has given them, to 
secular employments, they would have secured im them- 
selves and families an honourable share of the temporal 
independent and fame which have crowned the efforts of 
the men of this world. Many of them abandoned, for the 
sake of the Gospel, pursuits which; in the ordinary course 
of events, would have filled their coffers with gold, and 
inscribed their names in the temple of fame. But God 
ordained it otherwise — selected them for another and a 
nobler enterprise — ^impelled them to a work, which, though 
despised and spumed by a majority of the world, and too 
lightly esteemed by the church, snail ultimately receive a 
reward commensurate with its true merits ; for, " when 
infidelity lies buried in the grave of years, epitaphed in 
characters of execration by the millions disabused of its 
sorceries, the ministry shall receive the homage of ages, 
and share the admiration of a virtuous universe.'^ But, 
for the ministry to share the reverence of the present, and 
extort the homage of succeeding generations, it must be 
kept separated from the mammon mania whicfi has infected 
the world, and free from those aspirations after the " ho- 
nour that cometh of men" — that love of praise, to gratify 
which morality, humanity, and religion, have been so fre- 
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quently and shamefully saorificed. And, indeed, if the 
duties of the sacred office are faithfully and conscientiously 
discharged, there will be neither time nor inclination to 
pursue any other object. Happy is that man who can 
say in truth — '< ho" I " have forsaken allj and followed 
thee." 

While I am not in possesvsion of any information as to 
what avocation our departed brother had selected anterior 
to his entering the ministry, or what smiling, cheering 
prospects of wealth and honour loomed up before him, and 
cast their radiance on the distance ; still I may venture 
the opinion, that had he applied himself to any ordinary 
business with the same assiduity and perseverance which 
characterised his course as a preacher of the Gospel, plenty 
would have crowned his bcHurd, and competency have de- 
scended to his family. But he forsook aliy and became 
emphatically <' a man of one work." All the enereies of 
mind and body were laid under contribution to advance 
the glory of God and tin good of the church : aye, his 
heart, mind, life, substance, were laid upon the sJtar of 
his Maker ; and as holy fiie, the fire of love, consecrates 
the offering, it bound him a willing and adoring captive 
to the interests of Christianity. No mental reservation 
— no probable prosperous or popular contingency marred 
the sacrifice, or held in dubious equiponderance his future 
operations ; his purpose was settled, his consecration en- 
tire ; and his course was onward, and a^ unwavering as the 
needle to the north pole. He could, an4 no doubt did, 
invariably sing with tiie poet : — 

''And while thou shalt smile upon me, 
Qod of wisdom, love, and might, 
Foes may hate, and friends disown me ; 
6how thy face, and all is bright" 

The conduct of the deceased, as it regarded his temporal 
affairs, seemed to those most intimately connected with 
him by the ties of consanguinity, to savour of an indiffer- 
ence incompatible with his relations as husband and 
father; and ever and anon feelings of disapprobation 



274 FUNERAL SERMON OV THE 



struggled in their bosoms ; and, it appears from a toneh- 
ing incident that occurred during his last illness, that he 
was not ignorant of those views. In a conversation with 
the companion of his bosom, touching this matter, he 
asked, with tears in his eyes, if she censured his conduct ; 
alleging that if she did, it would be the bitterest drop in 
his cup of affliction. Being assured that she did not, he 
replied : — "I did it, my dear, to cut off aM occastbn to turn 
aside, and to give all I could to the poor." Whatever 
may be thought of the correctness <^ his opinions, and the 
propriety of nis conduct in this matter — and there will be 
differences of opinion — still the high and holy motive 
which influenced him must be admitted^ and should com- 
mand our admiration. He felt that God had called him 
to preach the Gospel — ^made it his business to do all the 
good in his power ; he knew that the flesh was weak, that 
ministers are not angels, but men ; that the means of tem- 
poral comfort and independence might give additional 
force to the complainings of n^re against the toils and 
privations of the life of an itinerant ; and by possibility 
ultimately lead him to the land of location ; therefore| to 
'^ cut off all occasion to turn aside" — to deprive the enemy 
of his soul of this weapon^ and the flesh of tkis vain pr(^, 
he gave away every thing that was not absolutely neoe»- 
sary for the wants of his family. His views may have 
been, and I incline to the opinion, were erroneous, but the 
motive was right^^nd characteristie of the manlike John 
W. Childs, whose fervour of soul in communing with his 
Maker kept him in such a state of spiritual absorption, as 
enabled him to be continually feeling-^ 

'^ Nothing I^k or want beside. 
Of all in earth or heaven, 
Bat let me feel thy blood applied, 
And liveiind die forgiyen." 

I take leave to remind you — 

8. That this appointment is often attended teith great 
personal sacrifice. When the Gospel was first promul- 
gated, its adoption was understood to involve, or put in 
jeopardy, almost every temporal interest; to subject him 
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who embraced it, to the loss of every thing save the hap- 
piness it imparted, the hope it inspired. But, as Chris- 
tianity has advanced, as its glorious and benign influences 
have spread over the world, the nations have been con- 
strained to do her reverence ; and, consequently, the bit- 
terness of oppoflition, and ihe virulence of persecution 
throuffh which she formerly made her way, have disap-^ 
peared, and now we may all worship God according to the* 
dictates of o«r consciences, ^'none daring to make us 
afraid." With ascriptions of unutterable praise to our 
heavenly Father, be it said, that the raptures of pardon- 
ing love are no longer overcast with the shadows of prisons, 
tortures, and death ; nor is a conscientious profession of 
religion attended with forebodings of the confiscation of 
goods, or forcible expatriation from fiunily, home, and 
country ; nay, for every house may be a domestic temple 
into which the foot of violence dare not enter. 

But, while this is true of Christians in general, and 
likewise of those ministers whose ecclesiastical economy 
18 of a local character, it may still be affirmed of itinerant 
Biinisters, that they are required to forsake all, to forego 
the smiles and company of their parents, to behold, it may 
be, the tears, to mark the mental agonies, and hear the 
lamentations of widowed mothers ; to give up the gushing 
sympathies and the warm solacements, the cheerful con- 
versation and dear association of sisters and brothers, and 
the comforts and employments of home; and go, they 
know not where, it may be to the ^' city full, or desert 
waste," to the salubrious atmosphere of the mountain 
ranges, or the far off low-lands, whose swamps and streams 
emit the health-destroying if not life-consuming miasma. 
Aye, they must enter the house where wealth spreads its 
profusion around, and the cot where gaunt poverty is 
impersonated in every object that meets the eye. Such 
is the life of an itinerant. 

It is often said, and in its practical application to sor 
of the ministerial corps, said correctly, that so far from 
making sacrifices, their conditions are greatly improved 
by entermg the ministry ; that they had but Httle; if any 
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thing to forsake, and every thing to gain. In like m^nez^ 
infidels are wont to ridicule the idea of ihe apostles sacri- 
ficing any thing, when all they had to leave was their 
fishing nets. This may be true, and yet ^ey forsook their 
all, gave np that which had been, and was still capable of 
procuring them a competency. iDven so may it be said of 
the most ordinary and obscure among ^e ministry; for 
tiie poorest and most inconsiderable have their endear- 
ments, associations, enjoyments, and hopes ; and does not 
every bosom swell with a bounding response to the poet's 
assertion, 

'' Be it ever so humble, there's no place like home." 

Now, all these most be forsaken, — sacrificed fbr the sake of 
the Gospel. 

While, as has been admitted, some ministers ore the 
gainers by their office, — that they form associations, and 
reach a prominence to which they had remained strangers 
but for the ministry ; still, there are many others whose 
family connections will compare with any in the land ; and 
whose rearing, in consequence thereof, was such as to ^ve 
them access to any society they might choose to enjoy, and 
whose talents would have raised them to eminence in any 
department in life. Hence, however high they may raise 
in the estimation of the church, though their lots may 
always be cast with the choicest of the spiritual flock, still 
they lead a life of sacrifice, and must continue to do so, as 
long as they remain in the itinerant field. 

He whose demise we are now lamenting, realized his 
share of the '^ lights and shadows'' which make up the 
eventful life of an itinerant. Home, and its cherished 
reminiscences ; kindred, and the endeared associations of 
youth ; and the world, with its hopes and prospects, were 
all abandoned, truly and unreservedly resigned. In the 
course of his pilgrimage he passed through the regular 
gradation from the novitiate to the position of presiding 
elder, which office he filled for several years. When you 
are informed that more than twenty-three years of his life 
were employed in this work, and all the time, except while 
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pftnding dider, was spent on QiromtSy yon may readily oon- 
mmde thai he was no noTioe in the toils, privationsi sor- 
fOWB, and joys of the ministry — he tasted tkem aU, 

With these views on the appointment to the sacred 
office, and the saorifioes and duties of the same, I will pro- 
ceed to state — 

n. That having received this office from the Lord JesnSi 
the pervading desire and absorbing concern of the true 
minister, is faithfully to testify the Gospel of the grace of 
€k>d. <'So I may finish my oonrse with joy, and the 
ministry whieh I have received of the Lord Jesus, to tes- 
tify the Gospel of the grace of God/' 

The concern expressed by the apoatle Pknl, and which, 
to^ some deme, glows within the bosom of every true 
minister of Jesos Christ, is not a fitful emotion, the merr 
eflfervesoenoe of a moment, but a deep-rooted, abiding prin- 
dple ; and one that gains strength and intensity in pro- 
portion with the growth of grace in the heart It is a re- 
kindling of that flame spoken of by the prophet, '^ the seal 
ai thy house hath eaten me up;'' a type of the heaven->in- 
spired feeling of Paul, who declared, << I could wish my- 
self accursed from Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh." The w^-eadled and humanlf-au^ 
thorvfed preachers, those men who convert the pulpit into 
a theatre ^'on which to display, not the sanctity of a Jew* 
ish prophet, or the purity of a Christian apostle, but 
merely to excite the eager, it may be idiot gaie of an uq» 
dbceming crowd, the vendings, perhaps, of sectarian bile, 
or Uie stul more sickly pulings of some pampered favour- 
ite or atarvling sycophant," are of cQprse, and from ne- 
cessity, strangers to the concern of what the text speaks* 
Not having entered the outer court of Christianity, they 
cannot understand the sublimer mysteries of grace, much 
less the deep things unfolded in the ministerial office ; for 
let it be remembered, that ** h^ only is a real minister of 
Jesus Christ, who, in the character of his ministry, con- 
sults alike the weal of man, the wel&re of ages, and the 
glory of Gk)d, and is solely and bumingly occupied with 
the dne pure, intense interest." 

* Si 
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That man who is influenced by a eoneern aldn to that 
felt by the apostle, will be continually looking — 

1. To his personal piety and ministerial fidelity. — l^o 
man can be a minister of Christ who is not a child of God 
by spiritual regeneration — ^made snch, not by imposing 
ceremonials, but by *' repentance towaid God, and faith in 
onr Lord Jesus Chrisf We had as well maintain that a 
foreigner or an outlaw can be an ambassador from onr go- 
vernment to a foreign court, as to suppose that an uncon- 
verted individual can be a G-ospel minister. The thing is 
as clearly contradictory as it is positively absurd. As, 
therefore, personal piety is an indispensable prerequisite to 
ministerial appointment — a qualification without which all 
things else are unavailing — even so is it essentially neces- 
sary to maintain this state of grace in order to fulfil the 
duties of the office. That a decent exterior, an outward 
conformity to conventional regulations, and an avoiding 
of gross immorality, may exist and be maintained in the 
absence of persomd piety, will be admitted ; but such a 
ministry will be a mere cipher — a drudgery as unproductive 
of good to the church and the world, as venal to the indi- 
vidual himself. If I have not entirely misapprehended the 
meaning of the Master, these views are fully sustained by 
him in the following memorable passage. '< Ye are the 
salt of the earth : but if the salt had lost its savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted ? it is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot 
of man.'' (Matt. v. 13.) Sbme, ^hose interest may be 
advanced by the evasion, may attempt to destroy the force 
of this passage by, raying, '' The salt used in this coun- 
try is a chemical compound — ^muriate of soda — and if 
the saUness were lost, or it was to lose its savour^ therd 
would be nothing remaining.'' True, such is the fact, but 
the salt used in eastern countries was '^impure, min- 
gled with vegetable and egtrthy substances; so that it 
might lose the whole of its saltness, and a considerable 
quantity of earthy matter remain. This was good for 
nothing, except that it was used, as it is said, to place in 
paths or walks, as we use gravel. This kind of salt is 
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oommoQ stin in that eonntrj." If, therefore, there be any 
point in the simile, it is to be found, not only in the oselesa- 
ness of an empty profession of religion, bat specially in the 
worMessnex of an ungodly ministry. 

This truth cannot be too deeply impressed upon the 
hearts of the ambassador of Christ, or too jealously guard- 
ed by the Ghuroh of Qod, since the archives of time are 
burdened with the sad memorials of a Christless ministry 
— ^tell to all succeeding generations tales which, on the score 
of unholy ambition, moral degeneracy, and heartless bar- 
barity, stand unsurpassed ; if, indeed, they have ever been 
equalled in the history of time. All of which ambition, 
moral corruption, and fiendish (sruelty, may be traced to a 
departure from, and destitution of, the principles of the 
Gospel, and personal heartfelt piety ! 

No one quality in the character of our brother was more 
prominent and remarkable than his deep personal and 

^ uniform piety. For this he was distinguished among his 
co-labourers, and revered by all who knew him. In point 
of intellectual strength, literary attainments, and pulpit 
efficiency, he was not regarded as pre-eminent; but for 
rdigiow experience^ entire devotion to Chd^ rapt commu- 
nion with Ae **Faiher of spirits'* he was surpassed by 
none and equalled by but/eio. Whoever associated with, 
or came in the presence of, John W. Ghilds, whether in 
the social drcie, the assembled congregation, or the Con- 
fisrence room, was impressed w^h an idea that the very at- 
mosphere which surrounded him was impregnated with a 
spiritual unction — ^that God's accredited and honoured 
representative was there. If I may be idlowed the use of 
such an expression, I wiU say, that his devotional spirit 
partook of such an ethereous cast as rendered it almost 
unique. So firmly had he bound his heart to the throne 
of God, so passionately embraced within the arms of his 

. warmest affections the superlative excellences of the 
adorable Redeemer, that he seemed to live above the 
world and its evanescent concerns. If the truth could be 
ascertained, I think it would appear, that at least one-third 
of his waking hours were spent upon his knees before God, 
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Nor were his devotiojis the mere offerings of the lips — a 
formal, soulless inyocation of promised good, such as cha- 
racterizes the approaches of the formalist ; but they were 
the profound breathings — the intense flowing out oi the 
heart ; the wrestling of a spirit penetrated with an ex- 
cruciating desire after entire conformity to the Divine 
will ; a contest, in which the strongest energies of the soul 
were engaged — a soul animated by a living faith : which, 
resting its claims on the atonement of the Lamb, and un- 
dergirded with the immutable truth of the covenant-keep- 
ing God, seemed to breathe forth the high resolve — 

"Wrestling, / will not let thee go. 
Till I thy name, thy nature Imow." 

He loved to pray t Prayer was the choicest employment 
of hia Ikeaven-aspiring spirit — ^his light, his life, his bliss. 
Through this consecrated channel he was wont to draw 
nigh to God, to penetrate the ranks that encircle with their* 
blaze the throne, to catch the inspiration which awes, ex- 
hilarates, and entrances the ^^ first-bom sons of God,'' and 
<^ obtain grace to help in every time of need/' Whoever 
looked upon him. while in audienoa with the Deity, can 
never eradicate from his mind the hallowed impressions of 
that hour. Nay, memory will ever and anon recur to the 
scene, and call i^;> the rapt abstraction of the spiritual 
wrestler. Hence the secret of his deep piety and ministerial 
fidelity — ^he ^^ walked with God/' and was sustained by tl^ 
Divine afflatus. * - 

Whenever the desire spoken of in the text, and which 
18 felt by every Go^l minister, is kept alive by that ex-* 
perimental enjoyment of God, which is the birthright of 
every child of heaven^ it will lead the minister of Gfarisfe 
to look — ' \ - 

2. To the Tumour and escdltatum, of the sacred minulry. 
It is a divine and holy calling; and, in pomt of true 
honovur, dignity, responsibility, and usefulness, l^s no equal ' 
tn the world. To.be an ambassador for God; an 'agent 
whose duty is to negotiate a peace between heaven and' 
^arth ; to transact business which -connects iimfi and etct^ 



RXV. JOHN WXSUT OHILDi. 281 



nity; to bo the instrament in fisrming a mond oaste thmt 
must giye an eternal locality to the ooonpants of timey is 
% an office at once the most exalted and onerous, and whidi 
extorted from an inspired Paul the inqoiry, << Who is sof- 
fldent for these thinas V* 

Notwithstanding Uie impropriety and injnstioe of esti- 
mating the intrinsic excellenoes of religion by the external 
deportment of its professors ; still the major part of man- 
kind do and will continue to judge of its qualities by its 
Itvwff eacponmh. While the trum of this remark will ap* 
ply to professors in general; it is essentially applicable to 
the ministers of the word. They are expected to be the 
liVdfy esoemplan of that heayenly-devised system which 
brings ** glory to Qod in the highesty'' and diffuses <^ peace 
on ^rth and good-will to men.'' Hence, if they fall below 
the standard of moral purity excited by the Oospel, and 
called for by enlightened public opinion, religion suffers, 
and the ministerial office is disparased, if, indeed, it is not 
contemned. To a want of personal religion, a proper per* 
oeption of, and concern for, the dignity of Uie ministerial 
office, and a becoming seal for the honour and exaltation 
of the Auone, is to be traced the horror with which it was 
regarded in the di^ of the Inquisition, and the titter cot^ 
temjH into which it had sunk in the times of Charles the 
Second. (Macaulay's History ef Encrhnd, Vol. I., pp. 
805-^7.) While the minister of the Gospel should never 
seek in a yitiated pi\blic opinion the standard of his fidth 
and the rule ef his conduct, he is, nevertheless, so to do- 
mean himself as to acquire a '^ good report from them that 
are without" A stranger alike to that sycophantic sup- 
pleness of spirit that caters to public applause, and thai 
Btu|)id indiffBrenoe to enliffhtened mond opinion, which 

* some have evinced, it diomd be his study and delight so 
to '^maffnify his office" that ^^the ministry be not blamed:" 
yea. he is to live in such strict conformity to the revealed 

- will of Jehovidi as to '' commend himself to every man's 
conscience in the sight of God." 

While the messenger of the Most High should guard, 
with uncompromising vigilance, the dignity and honour of 
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offioe by throwing around it a sMiotity of moral parity, 
and <M to bis aid a zeal oommeiisiirate with ita high and 
lu)ly destiny, he should be equally eareful to separate from 
it that unnatural and superstitioos reverence wiUi which 
impostors and ^^ clerical coxcombs'' haye striten to inyest 
it. Such intarud^rs into the ministry have presumptuously 
and blasphemoasly set themselves ^' up as a single caste 
of mediators between God and man '/' and for their own 
elevation and venal purposes have assayed to transmute 
the simple ordinances of the church into infallible channels 
of grace and salvation^ and ^< bartered, in exchange for 
works, and penances, and gold, the salvation freely given 
by €hML'' A course of conduct so plainly antagonistic to 
oeripture warrant, has given just occasion for the sneers 
and re|»roaches which have been so lavishly bestowed upon 
the miiiisterial offioe by the carping enemies of the Gospel. 
The true minister of Christ will address himself to the 
work of saving his offioe from the blur of an ungodly life, 
on the one hand, and an impious elevation and sickening 
exolusiveness and monopoly on the other : his soul will 
respond to the poet's descnption of what a pastor should 
possess---' 

^ A father*! tendernefls; a ibeplierd'0 oare; 
A leader's courage, wUeh the croee can bear; 
A mler'e awe ; a. watchman's wakeful eye; 
A pilot's skill — ^the helm in storms to ply ; 
A fishor's patience, and a labourer's toil; 
A guid^t dexterity to disembroil ; 
A prophet's insplratien from abote; 
A teacher's knowledge, and a Saviour's loye.'' 

The earliest and most cherished recollections of our de- 
parted Brother Ohilds are associated with the ministerial 
office. His honoured father was a devoted preacher of 
the Gospel; and, after spending twenty years oif his life- 
as an itinerant in the Baltimore Conference, fell, like lus 
lamented son, on the field of battle, with his armour on. 
Being thus early brought into intimate connection with 
God-fearinff and holy ministers, and growing up under the 
infiuence which such an association produoed on piously- 
disposed minds, it is not surprising that when called to 
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thai oAoo ^bmU Im entartauiid the moet esndied oonoep- 
taoiiB of ita dignity^ and devoted his subsequeiit lift to ilie 
exaltation of the flame. Believing most firmly in the Bi^ 
▼ine inspiration of the Bible*— that it is GUkL's own book| 
a <' transcript of the Diyioe mind/' a reoord of truth and 
a saored direetory, he applied himself to the study of its 
ps^^ with the pvrpose of oonforming his lift to the re- 
quirements of the same. It was from this souroe of hea- 
venly illumination that he derived bis portraiture of a 
Qoepel minister--4eamed what he was to be in himself, 
and 'to the ehuioh and the world. Here he asoertuned 
that in his personal oharaoter the minister must be '^ blaij^e- 
less*' in life and oonversation ; ^'vigilant:'' maintain a 
watehful oare over himself and the ohuroh of Qtoiy. be 
^ sober/' seriousi and grave; to avoid, on the one hand^ 
Ughtness and firivolity, and, on the other, gloomy morose- 
nesBs; he must be <<hoq>itable'' in his fe^ss and inter- 
eourae, avoidinff eveiy approach to that habit of mind 
which is ^' greedy of nlthv luore/' and leads to '^ a love of 
money, the root of all evil /' that he is to be no ^' brawler,'' 
beoause a wxangling, nouQr dispositton is inoompatible with 
the meekness and patience neoessaiy to the "man of God/' 
<< ruling well his own house, having his children in subjec- 
tion/' and therebv avoid the damnaUe doctrine of priestly 
celibacy— ^^< forbidding to many/' as set forth and main- 
tained by antichiistian Borne; and that indifierenoe to, 
and neglect of, parental authority and discipline which 
brought shame and reproech on £li and ruin on his sons; 
and, in order to meet the requirements of Qtod and the 
wants of the ehurdi, he should not ** entangle himself with 
the affurs of this life, ' hj entering into any secular em- 
ployment^ whereby his mind may be harassed and his la- 
boiUM divided. 

But, the duties of the ministry are not circumscribed by 
hiaown or his ftmjly's interests, fcr they are alsoof a relative 
character; and hence he learned that lie should " studv to 
show himself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rishtly dividing the word of God"— 
be <^ apt to teach." Having thus dnwn from the treasury 
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of infidlible knowledge and instraotion' the Itandaid of 
ministenal character^ne addressed himself to the task of 
filling np thb outline ; and I appeal to his brethren in the 
ministry and laity to testify to the fidelity with whioh he 
accomplished the work. We may examine his life from 
« the commencement of his ministry to its closC; and ass^rt^ 
without hesitation^ that in him ^^ the ministry was not 
justly " blamed.'' 

Perhaps I may be allowed, at this point, to allude to 
his private habits. Brother Childs hv^ retirement. The 
closet or the silent grove were sacred retreats to him ; for 
there he could abstract his mind from the world, commune 
with 7ehovah, and study his holy word. This love of se- 
clusion called him away from that social intercourse with 
his people which is generallv expected and deored, and 
which, if properly regulated, is productive of good, both to 
the minister and his flock; and, in consequence of his habits 
of retirement, he was thought by many to be too much of 
an ascetic. ^ But, when we learn that the ordinary conversa- 
tions of the world had no chanas for him ; that they nei- 
ther imparted light to his mind er food to his heart ; that 
to have partaken of them would have quenched the fire of 
his devotion and diverted him from the great object of hia 
life — entire consecration to God, we may find in his con- 
scientious scruples an apology for his apparently unsociable 
manner of life ; and empeciaUy when we remember that he 
invariahly left behind him the savour of a good name — 
an impression that a man of God and a minitter of the 
Gospel of peace had been there I And surely this was 
worth more than all the empty and not unfrequently am- 
biguous encomiums on the social and convivial qualities 
of some who bear the name of ministers. The liunented 
Childs honoured the calling, and strove to exalt the office 
of the ministry. 

The motive of which I have been speaking influences 
the soul of the faithful minister, 

3. Wth cm intente concern /or the success of the Crospei. 
The man who entertains correct views of the Ohristian re- 
vdation, knows that it ^^ was not intended merely or mainly 
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to gratify the inieMectual ouriodit;|^iBd emioh the mind of 
man, but so to chaDge his nature and reyerse his moral con- 
dition, as to establish him in the final virtue and happiness 
of heaven. Nor is there any lack of evidence to demon- 
strate to his mind the moral efficiency of the Gk)6pel to ef- 
fect these legitimate designs of the Christian dispensation. 
Nay, for " it has humbled the power and i^etensions of every 
other worship to the dust — even the most lofty and im- 
posing, sustained by the lore of Greece and the empire of 
Rome." While the power and success of the Gospel, which 
have been imperishably epitaphed on the demolished fuies, 
fallen altars, mute oracles, and disbanded priesthood of an- 
tagonistic systems, are to continue a portion of the world's 
eventful histoiy, and the safeguard and hope of all succeed- 
ing generations, still the mnd designs of the Gospel will 
not l>e accomplished wi&out the most uncomprcMnising 
fidelity, indomitable courage, and unwearied efforts of 
those on whom God has condescended to place the honour 
of bang under-helpers and subordinate agents ip the work 
of human salvation. 

To the eye of the Christian philanthropist, and espedally 
to the divinely-appointed minister, the world is tabled out 
as a vast graveyard, within whose walls are imprisoned 
millions upon millions of immortal beings of all ages and 
classes, who are infected with one common and fiital epi- 
demic, and tending with the rapidity of time to the grave ; 
while just beyond the yawning tomb glares the fiery oddron 
of judicial wrath — ^the '' lake that bumeth with fire and 
brimstone.'' While gttfing on a scene so tremendously 
awful — a scene the reality of which can scarcely be pene- 
trated by the most vivid imagination — and which bids de- 
fiance to language to describe its shadow, the heart is 
deeply penetrated, and the spirit, imbued with that love that 
brought the Son of Gtcd to earth, bums with heavenly nal 
to make known ^< the Gospel of the grace of God." 

That the Gospel is in deed and in truth << the power of 
Qtod unto salvation to every one that believeth," that un« 
less this be believed and embraced the bitterness of endless 
dea^h will be the doom of every sentient beingi are faote 



286 VUHXBAIi 8XBM0N OT THE 



whioli impress themselTes upon the mind with a force that 
is irresistible. And to be lost I — ^to ^' linger in eternal pain 
and death for ever and aye'' — ^to be '' banished from the 
presence of God and the glory of his power*' — to depart ac- 
cursed, with deyils; ^'fiill powerful to reason, and fiill 
mighty to suffer !" Who can bear the thought — look upon 
such a prospect, and not feel the very deep of his heart 
heave with unutterable desire to open the prison door^ and 
let the captives go free I 

The inefficiency of all other expedients to reach and 
remedy the dire necessity is legibly imprinted on the ever- 
augmenting guilt and accumulating wretchedness of our 
race. The impotency of unaided reason to devise means 
for the relief of mankind, and the glorious adaptation of 
the Gospel to the necessities of the world, and its sufficiency 
to recover the lost, are clearly set forth in this memorable 
statement of facts made by Origen, who says — '' I know 
of but one Phsedo and one Polemon throughout all Greece, 
who ever were made better bv their philosophy, whereas 
Christianity hath brought back its myriads from evil to 
virtue/' Seeing, therefore, that the Gospel is the great 
moral panacea, whose curative qualities can remove the 
fearfdl epidemic under which our race are pining and 
dying, the true minister of Christ fervently desires, and 
patiently labours to disseminate it throughout the world. 

No one acquainted with the deceased, will question his 
interest in the matter. The facts which have already been 
given touching the sacrifice he made for the sake of the 
Gospel are sufficient to attest the truth that " the love of 
Christ constrained" him } and if any other evidence were 
needed, I might appeal with confidence to his wrestling 
spirit, his zeal in preaching the word, and the fidelity 
with which he warned, entreated, and prayed " men to be 
reconciled to God." Could I render vocal the toneless 
rooms, proves, and pulpits, where for more than twenty 
years, this man of God prayed, wept, and preached, they 
would declare that, next to his own salvation, he longed 
and laboured for the success of the Gospel in saving souls. 
He lived, prayed, and toiled, that he might fimsh his 
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ooaTse with joy, and the ministry which he '^receiyed of 
the Lord Jesoa, to testify the Oo^l of the^i grace of God.'' 
Nor did he striye in vain. The grace he implored was 
giyen ; his desire to witness the success of his mission was 
to a flood degree, granted him, and the goal has been tri- 
umphantly reach^. Earth has lost a &ithful ambassa- 
dor; the church a burning light; his family — ^name them 
not I 'twere yain to attempt a description of their deep 
sorrow and irreparable loss : but heaven has received and 
crowned a devoled subject — ^he has '^ entered into the joy 
of his Lord." 

" Servant of Ood, well done ! 
Rest fh>m thy Ipyed employ ; 
The hattle fought, the yiol^ry woOi 
Bnter thy MMter's joy." 

m. That| while in the conscientious discharge of the 
duties appertaining to his offioci the true minister is not 
diverted from his course by the frowns or smiles of the 
world, the tmls and privations of his work, and the dan- 
ffers which attend upon his calling. '<None of these 
udngs move me ; nor do I count my life dear unto me." 

It must not be supposed that the high resolve uttered 
by the apostle in the words just quoted, is, in our day, a 
mere ideality — ^the dream of some romantic enthuaiaat; 
for, while it is admitted that open opposition to the GkMh 
pel, and violence to its advocates, have, to a good degreCi 
pu»ed away, still they have numerous and powerful ene- 
mies to encounter, and untold difficulties to overcome. 
The sceptre of moral revolt that once waved in proud 
defiance over a besotted world, though pierced and torn, 
is still waving; and the armies of the ^'prince of the 
power of the air," though discomfited, thinned, and broken, 
are, neverthelesSi still in arms against the '' King of 
Zion," and ready to be employed when, where, and in 
whatever way their wily chief may desire. With these 
facts in view, the minister of Christ knows — 

1. TTuU the world daptKi and amtemfu hi* offioej while 
the church iM/ fiaott too hw a% tsHmate oti ilie aacrtd 
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caUvng, Always watchful oyer the welfare of his dim- 
ples, and vigilant in imparting unto them all the instrue- 
tions which they were capable of receivingy that they might 
be *^ ftimished unto every good work ^" and also be fore* 
warned of the dangers which they would necessarily en- 
counter, we hear the Master admonish the apostles as fol- 
lows : — ^^ If the world hate yoU; ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you/' 

^< If ye were of the world, the world would love hi0 
own ; but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you/' (John xy. 18, 19.) Thus warned, they are sent 
forth to brave the hatred and persecution of the werld^ 
and the undying malignity of the devil. 

The nature of man is the same in all ages ; for he is 
^^ shapen in sin and conceived in iniquity/' The seeming 
amity of the world towards the Gospel and its advocates 
is not to be attributed to any radical change in the nature 
of man, but to the prevalenee and power of religion, and 
the influences of education and the pulpit. WhUe, there- 
fore, that deep and bitter hostility formerly evinced 
towards Jesus Christ and his kingdom has been succeeded 
by a more pacific exterior, we must not forget that now, 
as formerly, '^ the carnal mind is enmity against God." 
Its very constitution has been totally perverted, and is, in 
consequence thereof, the very opposite of what it should 
be, and what religion professes to make it. This inappo- 
site state of the human heart to the service and love of 
God is the real secret of its hatred to the Gospel and its 
messengers, and hence the minister should not be sur- 
prised when the world hates hiin. Indeed, he should 
esteem it an evidence of piety if he be hated by the 
wicked ; for it is often the case that ^' most decided evi- 
dence is given that a man is the friend of God, by the op- 
position excited against him by the profane, the Sabbath- 
breaker, and the desperate." When, therefore, the ser- 
vant of God encounters the dislike and persecution of 
wicked men, he should not think strange of it, since it 
was expressly stipulated for in the divine warrant — 



BBV. JOHN WXSIiET eBOLDS. 289 



11 



i 



** Blessed aie ye, when men shall revile you, and perse* ' 
oote you, and shall say all manner of evil against you^ 
falsely for'my sake. 

*^ Rejoice and be ezoeeding glad : for great is yonr r^ 
ward in heaven: for so perseonted they the prophets 
whioh were before jon" (Matt. v. 11, 12.; 

It would be gratifying to the feelings of yonr speaker 
to dismiss this feature of his subject with the foregoing 
reflections on a state of thinss dearly revealed by God, 
and anticipated by every emightened minister, without 
adverting to another and fur more painful and humiliating 
t^pic I but this may not be done, and howevet painful the 
task, still justice to the subject in hand demands an allu- 
sion to the fact, that the c^iircA it9df places too low an 
eUimate on the office and temcet o/tts ministen. 

That there ftre many in the church who entertain pro- 
per affection for, and evince a becoming Christian sympa- 
thy in ministers and their families, I most readily, and 
with unfeigned pleasure, admit; but that a large majority 
of church members are sadly at fault in these things, is 
most clearly and shamefully inscribed on the meagre pro- 
vision made for their support; the l^ure to meet the 
penurious allowance ; and the want of sympathy for, and 
interest in, themselves and fiunilies, which it is their right 
to ezpecti and a burning shame and crying sin in the 
church to withhold. 

The economy of other churches places it within the 
power of their ministers to provide asainst those contin- 
gencies which so often mar the happiness and augment 
the sufferings of itinerants. They select their own fields 
of labour, stipulate for a sufficient and certain support, 
and, consequently, are not subject to the apathy and 
penuriousness of an indifferent officiary, who, if they take ^ 
any steps towards providing for the minister, make every 
step with the most rigid adherence to the least possible ex- 
pense. Not so, however, with our ministers. They have 
no choice in the matter ; but having dedicated themselves 
to a system of ministerial operation that seeks the good 
of the whoils churchy they must go where the Episcopacy 
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«M.^.. whether it be to pleoty and oomfort, 6r to want 
and suffering. Such being the nature of our economy, 
the ministers and their families are deserving of, and 
should reeeive, the ffusfaing sympathies of the entire mem- 
bership, and a comrortable independent support from the 
church. But do they realise them 1 Let every ddstru^f 
circuitf itatian, and member answer this interrogatory. 

That our lamented Ghtlds had his share of these sad 
ingredients jn an itinerant's life is but reasonable to 
suppose. Such deep piety^ dose^ futhful preachingi and 
pointed denunciations of sm as characterized his life and 
ministry, covld not but excite the disr^h, and draw 
down upon him the contumely and pMseoution of the 
slaves of sin. Yet he murmured not) but patiendy en» 
dured all for the sake of Christ and his cause. 

Nor was he a stranger to that criminal indiflference 
which is sonMtimes evmced by certain portions of the 
church. This, however, was not the case with all. Nay, 
it is true of but few of the many appointments he was 
called to fill. To the most of them he and his faithful, 
but now, alas I heart-smitten consort, turned with delight, 
and warmed their pilgrim hearts with the cherished recol- 
lections, of reciprocal affection — with the reminboencea of 
other days, and n^er-to^be-forgotten friends. 

I take leave to remark — 

2. That the minister of Christ receives his office ets one of 
toil and care, — ^If we were to form an opinion of the min- 
isterial office as it is seen in national establishments, we 
might conclude that it is a post of ease, hoaour, and emo- 
lument ; but when we turn from such an unscriptural and 
unnatural connection and perversion, and draw our type of a 
Gospel ministry from the word of God, we learn that it is a 
work in which the heart, mtnd, and physical energies aie 
all laid under contribution, and often taxed to their utmost 
tension. To be a '^ watohman on the walls €i Zion,^' charged 
with the solemn duty of warning men of their danger'^*-<^ 
convincing them of sin, righteousness, and judgment— of 
keeping them constantly apprized of the number, adroit- 
ness, nudignity, and power of their foes — to feel the respoi^ 



BXy. JOHH WSSUEY OHILDS. 291 



ail^ty sad danger of Ids podtaoii, as portrayed bj the 



*The myriad fbe, in dose Kcnj — eome <m to try their migb^ 
A kiigitt MBanli— aad if thy tramp mistake « siftgle •ovnd, 
VU hmf upon iheae hattlemeats the watohman on his round.** 

Many irill prompt the ezdamatioii — <' Groat Ood ! who, 
onoaiM, mahiddeii, wool^ be sent a watohman V* 

Bat tikis offioe implies moro, for the minister is oonsti* 
tvted a <' Shepherd and Overseer/' and has oommitted to 
himihe task of << ieedingihe flook and takins the oyenight 
ikeroof." To disohai^ the moltifiunoiis duties of suoh 
an office is to keep eonstantlj employed all the energies of 
body and mind-^^ labour ni^t and day fbr the good of 
souls. 

We must look for our brother's views of the laborious 
duties of the ministry, as they wero exhibited in his life. 
J% was no laffgard in the vinmrd of our Lord : no ** hire- 
ling'' in the Churoh of Ood. Jn preaching the word, he was 
^Mnstant in season, out of season.'' Personal ease and 
worldly etmftnrt formed no part of the plan of his opera- 
tions. << Onward I" washis watdiword ; and in sunshine or 
in lain, in the heatof summer, or the pi^roing cold of winter, 
in health and debility, by night and by day, he was found 
on the watohtower of Zion : and his '< trump mistook not 
a single sound," but, truth, fideUty, and perseyeranoe oha- 
raoteiiied his rounds on the battlements" from 1827, when 
he became a <' watchman," until 1850, when he was called 
to quit his post of trust, and take his position among those 
bright exemplars of Christian purity and elevation who, 
after imprinting the halo of their examples upon the scene 
of the contest, stand in the presence, and attend upon the 
person of the << Gaptidn of their salva^on." In that bright 
and honoined company, John Wesley Ohilds is now en- 
rolled* 

I take leave to say— 

8, That the toodb of the mimstry %$ tme ofdomget.^^ 
When I allude to tfie dangers that attend the preachjng of 
tiie Gospel, it must not be imagined that I wish to class 
them with those encountered by the early ambassadora of 
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God. They liyed in remarkable times — ^were called to a 
vork peculiar in itself and unique to the world, and in 
consequence thereof, were doomed to extraordinary trials 
and constant exposure. These times, however, have 
passed, and the eyents which rendered them unusual haye 
also disappeared. While these things will be admitted, 
still we are not to conclude that the work of the ministry 
is without danger; true, these grow out of natural causes, 
still they are real, and in some instance formidable. Hence 
Dr. Olarke remarks that he who attends faithfully to the 
works of the Master '' must sooner or later fSall a martyr 
to his work/' That many have thus hllen is a matter of 
history, and that many more will do so is almost certain. 
As has been stated, the itinerant system adopted and 
carried out by our church, subjects our ministers to every 
variety of cliftiate and mode of living ; and these changes 
have their influence on their constitutions and health. The 
man who this year inhales the salubrious bracing air of 
our mountain country, may, the very next, encounter the 
miasiga generated and exhaled by the swamps and bogs 
of lower Virginia and Noith Carolina; while he who to- 
day reposes on the downy bed and shares the luxuries of 
the rich, may to-morrow sleep in the log cabin, and share 
the not less hospitable yet entirely different £&re of the 
poor. In addition to ,these, the constant exposure to all 
kinds of weather, and at all seasons of the>year, contributes 
its influence to bring on premature age and infirmity, or, 
indeed, death itself. Yet he who is impelled onward in 
his high calling, by the love of Christ and the souls of men, 
is not diverted from his course by these difficulties, be they 
many or few; aye, were they a hundred times more, 
still the language of his heart would be — " None of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy : the ministry 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
Gospel of the grace of God.'' Far above the clouds that 
hang over the pathway of life, looms up " the day-star of 
glory," whose enchanting brilliancy so captivates his spirit, 
as to render him, in some good degree, indifferent to his 
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toils iiid-fla£leriBg»— n&kes him exclaim witli the apo8tl< 
'^Tea, doubtless, and I oount all things but loss, for th« 
ezoelleney of the knowledge of Qhrist Jesus my Lord/' 

I need not inlerm you that our desoeased brother ez- 
perieneed his share of the dangers above alluded to, and 
realised their effeets upon his constitution and health. 
But it was what he expected when he entered upon his 
work. The school in which he had been trained was a 
practical commentaiy on the vicissitudes of itineracy ; and 
consequently he was prepared to expect not only incessant 
toil, but constant exposure to disease and death. Yet he 
was not " moved'' because dangers, ever and anon, cast 
their shadows over his prospects; and that he did not 
/< count his life dear unto himself" is liemonstrated by the 
fact that from A. D. 1827 to 1850 he was entirely engaged 
in preaching the GhxipeL 

The last appointment he received was the Gloucester 
circuit Several droumstances conspired to render that ap- 
pointment peculiarly trying to our brother; and these, when 
rightly considered, will serve to exhibit the stren^h of 
his purpose and the self-sacrificing spirit with which he 
prosecuted his arduous duties. It is a low circuity and by 
many considered unhealthy; he had never travelled in the 
low-oountry since his mani^ ; and as his family had suf- 
fered much the past year on Snmswiok curouit, he had cause 
to fear that the change would be prejudicial to their health. 
Alluding to this subject in his letter to his sister-in-law, he 
said : '< I know not whether our appointment will be a pro- 
fitable one or not. I trust I had no hand in it, therefore 
I feel the more resigned to Divine Providence.'^ There 
was no parsonage on the circuity and that to a man with 
a wife and six children was no small difficulty, espedaUy 
when it is known how indtffereni many of omr churches 
are in renting parsonages for our ministers. That his mind 
was troubled on this point will appear from the same let- 
ter, where he remarks : ^' There is no parsonage on the cir- 
cuity and I cannot tell what difficulties may be in our way, 
but we trust the Lord will provide, and that all iJiings will 
work together for our good;" and, before starting to his 
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oixxnilt;' after a season of unnsiial yneiAing witb €k>d, he 
said to his wife that he was impiessed with ihe belief that 
he should not live long* ^ Hence, it is move' than likely, in 
starting fyr his field of labour, i^' feltp«8 if h6 was goipg 
to his gra^e. This impression niay have^eaUed forth tra 
finest desire in his letter— '^ I long for^olinecn, for purity; 
it is this that I pant'afterinore than jEbr gold or silyer, or 
the cattle on a thousand hillr. * * * > Oh; had we the 
Spirit of Charles Wesloy when he sang 

< Weleome alike the cross or crown/ " 

In nearing the heat^enly world he made frequent and 
careful observations ; and whenever the report was demand- 
ed, it was always apparent that his bearings had been cor^ 
rect. In consequence thereof, his destination was certain — 
the haven of repose, illumined ynih the radiance of immor- 
tality^ was. just before him, while celestial spirits whispered 
him away. " • 

H& was an affectionate husband and father, and those 
dear ties entwined themselves about his heart with a 
strength and firmness that were exceedingly difficult to 
break and unloose ; still the sacrifice was demanded, and 
grace ultimately triumphed over the promptings of nature. 
To his wife — ^tiie faithfiil sharer of his weal and woe — ^he 
addressed words of comfort and .encouragement — ^'^ Trust 
in G-od,'' said' he, '' and he will take care of you and our 
children." In vain did this cold, selfish, grinding world 
array itself a^nst his reliance in God's ndthfulness, for 
with uitwavering faith he4oclared^-''I have entire con- 
fidence in God, who Will not suffer you and our little ones 
to want.'' To the chairchf at whose altar he ministered for 
twenty'three years, he his committed these loved and hetp" 
less ones! And may she\ see to it that the trust he not abused I 

A short time before he d^arted to his long-sought home, 
our sister Childs said to him, '^Husband, have you no 
word of advice and comfort to leave me and our children?" 
Looking steadily in her face, he said, with much feeling and 
energy-—" MY LIFE — what more can I say f* It was 
enough ! YeS; the life of John W. -Childs is tiie best 
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advioei and tin sorest. oomfort^^that tan be addressed to 
wife, ohildren, brethren, and the woild; and the richest 
enoomiom thatt^an be ofiered to his onaraoter. For a Hfi 
thus ipetU cm earthy s^aU-i^ rewarded tn heaven. 
* And now may the xichefit blessings of a covenant-keep- 
ing Qod descend ii|K)n and ever abide with his finmily ; and 
the mantTe of his piety and aeal rest on ns, his fellow ^ 
hboorersy for dhrist's sake 1 Amen. 
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